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BERKELEY has rallied around
grief-stricken Irish students
and victims families after what
Mayor Tom Bates described as
“a dark, dark day”.
Following the deaths of six
J1 students, with another seven injured in hospital, the
families of the young victims
began arriving in the city outside San Francisco last night.
The dead were named as Eoghan Culligan, Nick Schuster,
Lorcán Miller, Eimear Walsh
and Olivia Burke, all 21 years
old and friends from south
Dublin, police confirmed.
The sixth fatality is
Irish-American Ashley Donohoe (22), from California, who
was with the group to celebrate
the 21st birthday of her cousin,
Aoife Beary, who was on a
summer work visa. Ashley’s
parents are understood to be
originally from Ireland.
Tragically, the trauma has
not ended as some of the injured are in a critical condition
and some of those being treated have what are regarded as
life-changing injuries.
The injured students are
Hannah Waters, Clodagh
Cogley, Niall Murray, Sean
Fahey, Jack Halpin, Conor
Flynn and Aoife Beary, all aged
between 20 and 22.
The Irish Independent has
learned that not all of the dead
and injured were actually on
the fourth-storey balcony in
the Library Gardens complex
when it collapsed at 12.40am.
Police are investigating the
likelihood some of the students
fell while trying to save those
on the balcony as it gave way.
Four of the students died at
the scene, one on the way to
hospital and another passed
away in hospital later in the
day.
Berkeley police spokeswoman Jennifer Coats described
the survivors’ injuries as
“very serious and potentially
life-threatening”.
The apartment, number
405, was rented out by Eimear,
Olivia and Aoife but many of
those attending the gathering
would have lived close by.
The victims are primarly
made up of two groups of
friends from the Terenure,
Rathfarnham and Foxrock
areas. Some are past-pupils
of the well-known St Mary’s

Olivia Burke

Schools in Rathmines and
Loreto in Foxrock.
Philip Grant, the Irish consul in San Francisco, explained
to the US media last night that
Ireland was a small country
where “very few of us have
been left untouched by this
tragedy”.
He said the country was
“frozen in shock and disbelief ” and “overwhelmed by
the outpouring of support that

Lorcán Miller

we have received from all the
communities here”.
“There are very many questions we would like to know
the answers to, but right at
the moment what we are concentrating on finding out how
everybody is, to make sure that
all those who needs to know
how their loved ones are, are
informed,” Mr Grant said.
The father of a young student who survived the 40ft fall

Eimear Walsh

told the Irish Independent that
his daughter “just fell from
the sky”.
Niall Cogley said it was
a “miracle” his daughter,
Clodagh, was alive following
the balcony collapse.
She is being treated in hospital for “a number of broken
bones”.
“I was speaking to her earlier,” he said. “She seemed
upbeat enough given what has
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happened to her. But I don’t
know how much of that is down
to the medication she is on,
or her putting a brave face on
things for her parents.”
Mr Cogley said the 21-yearold psychology student had
been away for only a few weeks
having finished her exams in
Trinity.
“From what I understand
there was a 21st, and there was
a bunch of them on a balcony, either getting some air, or
dancing, or whatever you do
at a 21st. Then it just fell from
the sky and they all ended up on
the street, some fatally injured.
“It was a very small community of over there in Berkeley – and they were obviously
sticking together.
“That is such a tragedy – and
there are so many bereaved
families,” said Mr Cogley, who
is flying to the US today. “We
don’t know the full extent of
her injuries at the moment, we
are just thankful she is alive.”
Anything from 30 to 50 people were at the house party in
the apartment when the tragedy struck at 12.40am.

Police have confirmed a call
was received about a noise
disturbance at the apartment
complex just 40 minutes before the tragedy – but decided
not to respond as they also
received reports of a shooting
in a separate area of the city at
the same time.
They said officers didn’t consider one call a major issue
and even if they had visited
the complex they would not
have entered the apartment
but would merely have politely
requested the group to lower
the volume.

Respect

The tricolour is to be flown
at half mast on Government
Buildings today as a mark of
respect to the victims.
Last night, wreaths were laid
at the site on behalf of the Irish
community in the area and the
Government.
Many of the parents began
the heartbreaking journey to
the San Francisco as soon as
they heard the news yesterday
morning, with the remainder
expected to travel on from

Dublin this afternoon.
There are currently around
700 Irish students in the Bay
area of San Francisco. Mr Grant
said there were very few who
wouldn’t know someone at the
tragic party.
One witness described the
impact of the balcony collapse
as being “like a bomb going off”.
Dan Sullivan (21), a UCD
student who has been in the
US for just over two weeks, is
living on the first floor of the
apartment complex where the
tragedy occurred.
“We just heard a bang in the
middle of night and shouting,”
he said.
Mark Neville, another student from Ireland who lives in
the building, said he was outside when he heard commotion.
“I saw rubble on the street,
and a bunch of students crying,”
he said.
A number of the deceased
students are understood to be
have been attending UCD.
Tributes have flowed in for
the students, with UCD President Andrew Deeks extending
his condolences to the families..
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Above: Clodagh Cogley
miraculously survived the
fall from the fourth-storey
balcony. Left: Workmen
examine the damage at the
scene of the balcony collapse
in Berkeley, California. Photo:
Kristin Baker
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‘I don’t think six
people have died in
Berkeley all at once
– it’s unthinkable’
N
EXT door to
the city’s Public
Library, locals
gathered on the
cordoned-off area
from early morning to try to
make sense of the tragedy.
Shock and anger filled
the streets surrounding
2020 Kittredge Street in
Berkeley, as news that six
Irish students fell to their
deaths from one of only two
front-facing balconies on the
Library Gardens complex
began to spread.
A handful of red plastic
beer cups that lay amongst
small piles of concrete rubble
were a grim reminder that
the students were celebrating
a 21st birthday when the
horrific incident took place,
but no amount of yellow
police tape could prepare
onlookers for the view of the
railings of the lone fourth
floor balcony perching on
top of the one below, after
apparently making an almost
clean break away from the
wall and glass French doors.
Around the corner
from the media swarm in
Starbucks, two Irish students
politely declined to comment
after huddling over their
iPhones, texting and talking
to family members to assure
them they were okay.
One of the stricken young
men said: “I knew them,
sorry, I just don’t want to
speak at all.”
DCU student Connor
Mulligan from Dundalk, who
arrived here on his J1 Visa
on May 26, is worried people
will try to blame the accident
on alcohol.
“We were actually at a
baseball game last night and
got off the BART (Bay Area
Rapid Transit) at about 12
and we walked this side of
the road back home about
half an hour or 45 minutes
before it happened. We didn’t
hear a party or see anyone
on the balcony. We live about
a 10-minute walk away up
near the college. We heard
the helicopters going over the
house at about 6am, so it was
pretty crazy.
“It will be very hard for the
people that are close to them
– I’d say a lot of them will go
home.”
Jennifer James, who
originally comes from
Waterford but has lived in
nearby Oakland for 15 years,
arrived at about 9.30am

Aoife
Anderson

in Berkeley

local time with a friend to
offer comfort, support and a
place to stay to any students
affected by the tragedy.
After laying flowers on
the ground, she told the Irish
Independent: “It’s shocking.
My nephew is going into
second year in college so it
could have been him – it’s
his age group, his peers. It’s
very upsetting because we
know how it feels to be so far
away and to live 6,000 miles
away from your family. I’m
thinking about the kids who
survived and don’t have any
support here.”
Thousands of J1-ers come
to the Bay Area to live and
work every summer, with
many of them choosing
to reside in leafy, sundrenched Berkeley, known
for its eclectic community
and comparably fog-free
evenings.
Jennifer added: “I think
the allure of Berkeley is
because housing is so
expensive and scarce in San
Francisco. It’s a student town
and I know a lot of these
students are working up in
CAL because my daughter
goes to summer camp up
there.”
By 11.30am, more griefstricken Irish students began
to arrive on the street. About
10 young women shed silent
tears as they made their way

home. One, who asked not to
be named, said: “We’ve heard
rumours about names, but
don’t know for sure yet. I’m
just praying I don’t know any
of them.”
Just weeks after moving
here from her native France to
begin studying at the nearby
University of California,
Berkeley, in August, Alison
Vayne felt a close connection
to the victims.
She said: “I looked at
apartments around here and
I stopped at Library Gardens
so I’m very shocked about
what happened here. The
price put me off – they were
very expensive, I think for
one bedroom it was close to
$2,000 a month – that’s why
I’m shocked about the quality
of the balcony for that price
and what happened.
“I’m just shocked and I’m
sad. They were probably very
young and just starting out
in life.
“I can only imagine what
the families feel like now.
And for the people that live
in the building too – seeing
it happen, it must have been
horrible.”
Local construction worker
Morgan Subrayan, who has
lived in the area of 26 years,
believes dry rot is responsible
for the incident.
Asked for his reaction, he
said: “Mad and upset. It’s a
five-year-old building and
it’s so ridiculous that all the
wood is so badly dry rotted.”
He added: “It’s so sad, six
of them died and it’s just
ridiculous. Kids, college
students at university, they’re
going to have fun, they’re
going to drink, but why
should the structure come
down.
“I’m sure they’re going to

Two students embrace while watching the removal of a body of
one of the deceased. Photo: AP

find some alcohol, you see
all the cups down there, but
what has alcohol got to do
with the structure?”
Morgan also believes it is
irrelevant how many students
were on the balcony at the
time.
“The thing is this, it’s dry
rot. Look at it – there is no
denying it and it’s a five-yearold building during a drought
– there is no rain. All these
guys are making money; they
are charging an arm and
a leg to the students. This
is Berkeley – you could pay
$2,000 for a studio – make
it safe.
“The city has to really get
involved and the builder has
to get involved – I think they
have to change the rules and
that anything above two or
three stories has to have a
solid iron beam.”

Tears

While a helicopter flew
overhead, another elderly
woman, who has lived in
North Berkeley since 1957,
broke down in tears as she
surveyed the scene on the
“usually pretty quiet” street.
She said: “I am crying for
those families. I came here to
go to the post office, I didn’t
even know this happened
until I got here.”
Another long-time local
added: “This is a very student
area, a few families. I’m in
shock. I don’t think six people
have died in Berkeley all
at once in my memory. It’s
unthinkable.”
She also noticed an influx
of Irish students in the area
in recent weeks.
She said: “Many years
ago, around 2006 there were
lots of Irish students over
the summer and then not,
and then this summer again
I’ve noticed them. I thought
it had to do with the Irish
economy, so more people can
probably afford to come over
now.”
Oakland native Ninette
Lewis, who works in
education in Berkeley, said:
“We’re in the neighbourhood
and I didn’t realise how close
it was. It must have been
terrifying. You can still see
there is a red partying cup
there.”
Student Elizabeth Prater,
who lives in Berkeley, added:
“This is going to impact a lot
of people. A lot of people live
here and will be really mad.”

Workers
examine the
collapsed
balcony from
the top of a
crane at the
scene of the
tragedy in
Berkeley,
California.

Political leaders say
Greg Harkin
PRESIDENT Michael D Higgins
led messages of sympathy and
condolences to the families of
the dead and injured in the
Berkeley tragedy.
The President was informed
of the incident during an official
visit to Italy and described the
deaths as a “terrible loss of life”
of young people.
“My heart goes out to the

families and loved ones of all
those involved,” said Mr Higgins, adding that he had asked
to be kept informed as further
details emerge.
In the Dáil, Taoiseach Enda
Kenny told a hushed chamber:
“My heart breaks for the parents
who have lost their children this
morning.”
The Taoiseach said his
thoughts were also with other
parents waiting fretfully for
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Eoghan Culligan as pictured
by Ballyboden St Enda’s

Berkeley
victim was
life-long
GAA fan
Breda Heffernan

Top: Debris and rubble behind a police cordon on the pavement under the balcony. Above centre: Three Irishmen wearing GAA shirts pay tribute to the
victims at a makeshift memoral (above) near the apartment. Right: A Dublin GAA flag at the memorial and (top) a tearful woman leaves a floral tribute

GAA club Ballyboden St Enda’s last night led the tributes
to Eoghan Culligan who was
described as a popular young
player among his teammates.
The 21-year-old, from Rathfarnham, was a life-long GAA
fan and player who had been
a member of the Ballyboden St
Enda’s club since childhood and
played football for its intermediate and junior teams.
The club last night offered its
sympathies to Eoghan’s devastated parents, Gerry and Marie,
and to his brothers, Stephen
and Andrew, as well as the extended Culligan family.
In a statement on the club’s
website, it said: “It is with great
regret and sadness that we
inform you that Ballyboden St
Enda’s member Eoghan Culligan was one of the six people
who tragically lost their lives
in Berkeley, California earlier
today.
“Eoghan has been a member
of Ballyboden St Enda’s since
childhood and was part of the
Minor A Championship team
that were beaten by Castleknock GAA in the county final
of 2011.
“He continued to play football with both the Intermediate
and Junior teams.
“Eoghan was very popular
with his team mates and this
tragic news is keenly felt by
all members of our club, but
especially by those players and
mentors who knew him well.”
The club also extended its
sympathies to the families of
Eoghan’s friends who also lost
their lives and said it hoped
those who were injured have an
eventual recovery to full health.

their hearts are breaking for families of students
news from children who may
be visiting California.
Mr Kenny said he had been
contacted by the US Ambassador to Ireland, Kevin O’Malley,
to relay the sympathies of the
American people.
He said it was doubly tragic
that such an incident could
occur “at the start of a summer
adventure” for young people.
Mr O’Malley said the American authorities were doing all

they could to help the bereaved
and the injured.
“All of us at the United States
Embassy are greatly saddened
by news of this tragic incident
and are ready to do whatever we
can to assist the Irish Department of Foreign Affairs at this
difficult time,” he said.
Foreign Affairs Minister
Charlie Flanagan, who broke
the news of the deaths, said:
“This is a very challenging and

difficult time for the families,
for parents of those directly involved. It has been an appalling
tragedy, an appalling loss of life.
“Young people with hopes
and dreams for the future have
suddenly been shattered.”
He said the department’s
consular services, headed by
Philip Grant, was assisting
those affected and was at the
scene of the tragedy.
Tánaiste Joan Burton said:

“Hearing news like this about
a loved one far away would be
any parent’s worst nightmare.”
She added that everyone in
Ireland was hoping the injured
students would make a full
recovery.
Student leaders said the
deaths and injuries had left
colleagues devastated.
“The thoughts and sympathies of the whole student
movement in Ireland are with

the families and friends of those
young people caught up in this
terrible event,” USI president
Laura Harmon said.
The Lord Mayor of Dublin
Christy Burke will open a book
of condolence for the victims at
The Mansion House tomorrow
and Friday from 10am to 4pm.
“It will be a chance for the
people of Dublin to express
their sympathies to the families
involved,” he said.

Charlie Flanagan said it was
an appalling loss of life

