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AWARDS

Emma has write stuff as she
scoops young journalist prize
Ciara Treacy
“POLITICS is a mess” began
the article which scooped
Emma Flanagan a top prize
for young journalism.
The transition-year pupil
from Our Lady’s College in
Drogheda was announced as
the overall winner at yesterday’s Press Pass 2015 awards
ceremony.
Her article The Politics of
Apathy – which deals with
the lack of interest in the political system – impressed the
judging panel of newspaper
editors and journalists.
Chairman of the judging
panel and former Press Ombudsman John Horgan said
“this article, written – and
indeed judged – before the
general election, captured a
public mood even before it

had been expressed in the
ballot box”.
At the ceremony in the
Convention Centre, trophies
were also presented to pupils
in the categories of Features,
Opinion, News, Sport and
Photojournalism.
Over 7,500 students took
part in the fourth year of
the Press Pass competition,
which is run by NewsBrands

Ireland and sponsored by
the Irish League of Credit
Unions.
Speaking at the awards,
NewsBrands Ireland chairman Vincent Crowley said:
“Once again, this year’s
entries are of an exceptional
standard, and what’s really
coming through is a sense
of enjoyment and love of
words.”

Young journalism
winner Emma Flanagan
and (inset, from left)
category winners
Zachary Gillespie, Eoin
Hartnett, Lorraine
Hanrahan and Ciaran
Sheehan

DEVELOPMENT

€4msuper-pubplan
shelvedduetofearsof
‘toomanybars’inarea
Camden Street”.
It stated that “the Planning
Authority has a concern with
the reduction in the number
of hotel rooms and the inclusion of a 1,184 sq metre of bar/
restaurant/lounge/dining and
outdoor seating with tables
and chairs”
It said its concerns were due
to an “over-concentration” of
bars and restaurants in the area
and a “shortage of hotel rooms
in the city”.
The Council also stateed that
it had concerns in relation to
the noise from the proposed
lower ground-floor restaurant
and outdoor seating area.

Gordon Deegan
PLANS for a new €4m JD Wetherspoons super-pub and hotel
have been put on hold due to
concerns about an over-concentration of pubs in the Camden
Street area of Dublin.
It follows Dublin City
Council requesting further
information from the UK pub
giant on its plans for a super-but
on the site of a former homeless
hostel at Camden Hall.
Wetherspoons, founded by
Tim Martin, plans to open 30
pubs in Ireland over the next
five years.
The application has led to a
number of objections by local
residents against the Camden
Hall plan, which also proposes
a 98-bedroom hotel at the site.
It said the scheme would create
100 jobs if it gets the green light.
In one objection, local resident Barry Chambers told the
city council “enough is enough,
the area is at tipping point and
already fast becoming another
Temple Bar – great for revellers
and operators, but not so good
for everyone else”.
Mr Chambers urged the planning officer in the case to take a
stroll along Camden Street and
lanes off the street at closing
time at night “to witness the

PLANNING

Wetherspoons’ Tim Martin at The Three Tun Tavern, Blackrock
mayhem at first hand”.
Mr Chambers said there were
already 14 pubs in the Camden
Street/Wexford Street area with
13 cafes/restaurants also serving alcohol. “Clearly, Camden
Street is more than adequately
served for the purchase and
consumption of alcohol,” he
said..
In response to concerns
by local residents, the City
Council told the applicants
that it would encourage entertainment uses in the area that

would help create an exciting
city for residents and tourists.
The council stated: “However, there is a need to strike an
appropriate balance between
the role of these entertainment
uses in the economy of the city
and ensure a balanced mix of
uses and protect the amenities
of residents from an over-concentration of late-night venues.”
The council told the applicants that it has “concern in
relation to the over-concentration of bars and restaurants on

As a result, the Council has
asked Wetherspoons to justify
the reduction in the number
of hotel bedrooms and submit a map showing the number of bars on Camden Street
and Wexford Street in order
to establish if there is an overconcentration in the area.
Consultants for Wetherspoons stated that closing
time would be 12.30am on
Fridays and Saturdays and
“the proposed bar will not be a
late-night bar in the traditional
sense”.
The site already has planning
permission for a hotel.

