STUDENT JOURNALISM
AND NEWS LITERACY
PROGRAMME 2022

PRESS

PASS

W

elcome to Press Pass 2022 - the tenth year of the
NewsBrands Ireland student journalism and news
literacy initiative.

How does Press Pass work?

Press Pass is a complete student journalism and news literacy programme.
This workbook is used in conjunction with digital copies of
newspapers which are available on www.presspass.ie. By reading the
news and using this workbook, students will gain an understanding
of how news is produced, how to write like a journalist, and
discover the important role journalism plays in our society and the
necessity for a free press in a healthy democracy.

Teacher’s Lesson Plan

A Teacher’s Lesson Plan to accompany this workbook can be downloaded
from www.presspass.ie. Designed to equip teachers with practical
guidelines and tips for teaching the Press Pass module, the Lesson Plan
has options to run the course as a 6 week or 12 week module – entirely
dependent on your class group’s interest and ability.

What is the aim of Press Pass?

The main aim is to encourage students to read and write more.
Using news media as part of the daily curriculum, teachers and
students will get a better understanding of news and current affairs and
be exposed to a range of views and analysis - sometimes radical,
sometimes infuriating, but always engaging and entertaining - to help
them form opinions of their own.

What is the Press Pass workbook for?

This workbook is to be used in class in conjunction with the newspapers
and news websites. It looks in detail at the main writing styles and
range of skills that make up a newspaper/news website: - What is
news and how to write a news story - The difference between news
and features - The skills required to write commentary - What makes a
good photograph - The secrets behind good sports journalism. It also
gives some practical hints and tips to students who plan to enter our
search for the Student Journalist of the Year.

What about the competition?

We are always on the lookout for new talent and the next generation of
budding writers and journalists. Students can enter the competition in
any one of six categories – School Newspaper, News Writing, Opinion,
Sport, Features, and Photojournalism categories. Details of how to
enter, the rules, guidelines, tips and instructions are explained in the
different sections throughout this guidebook. If you’re looking for some
inspiration, check out the winning entries in this year’s NewsBrands
Ireland Journalism Awards – journalismawards.ie

How to enter

The closing date for entries is March 21st 2022. There is a maximum
of five entries per school for each category. Schools must submit all
entries using the entry system in the competition section of the Press
Pass website. Our panel of judges will choose the winning entry from
each of the six categories, plus two runners-up from each section. An
overall winner will also be selected by the judges and all winners will be
announced in May 2022.

The winners

Our panel of judges will choose the winning entry from each of the five
categories, plus two runners-up from each section. An overall winner will
also be selected by the judges and all winners will be announced at a
national awards ceremony in May 2022.

2

Good luck – and enjoy the process!

NewsBrands Ireland
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Michael Foley, Chairman Press Pass judging panel
The chances are that most of you reading
this will be voting for the rst time in the next
general election. It must be held on or before
February 2025, so barring a major political
crisis, voting will probably take place in the
last quarter of 2024, or there abouts. Most of
you will have turned 18-years and so can take
part in that most sacred of secular acts, the
vote.
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judgements, especially when they enter the
privacy of the polling booth.
One function of good journalism is to throw
a light on those in power, whether in politics
or other areas of public life. To do that, it must
be trustworthy, it must be honest, and as
far as possible accurate. The press must also
be willing to admit mistakes if it gets things
wrong, in other words, journalism must be
ethical.

There are a number of ways you can decide
for whom to cast your vote; you can take
instructions from family or friends; vote for
the person who looks nice on a poster; listen
to people on social media, or, you can make
up your own mind. The best way of doing that
is to listen to the debates, nd out what the
politicians stand for and, read analysis and
opinion from those you trust. The best way
of doing that is to follow what journalists are
reporting.

But the electorate must also know how the
press works so they can assess what they are
reading. As the philosopher, Onora O’Neill,
writing about trust and the media said: ‘Good
public debate must not only be accessible to
but also assessable by its audiences’, in other
words, journalists must not alone report
issues but they must be willing to be
scrutinized as well.

Journalists have many roles, they report on
sport, fashion, write about lm and music,
travel and have opinions on lots of things,
some trivial and some important. However,
above all the journalist and the newspapers
who publish them are integral to democracy,
as a healthy democracy depends on an
electorate to be informed and make informed

Professional journalists should adhere to a
code of ethics, and do their best to keep their
promise to be trustful and accurate when
reporting the news. They do this because
news is important and readers, viewers and
listeners needs to know that what they are
reading, listening to or watching is truthful
and accurate. It is important for all of us to

know there are sources of information that
arein the public interest and not necessarily in
the interest of vested interests.
Journalists in their daily lives grabble with
many ethical issues. Do I need to talk to
more people before publishing? Have I got
this right? Is this exactly what the captain
said about the opposing team? Is this what
the witness said in the court case? Is it right
that this should be published, or am I being
sensationalist? Should a picture of this child
be published?
To guide the journalist, codes of conduct
have been developed. The National Union
of Journalists, to which most Irish journalists
belong, has one of the world’s oldest,
formulated in 1936. But all those involved
in newspaper publishing, both national and
local, as well as magazines, have agree to
abide by the code of the Press Council of
Ireland, and accept its rulings if they stray
outside the code.
With your teachers you can examine the
different codes, those voluntary codes
relating to the printed press and its online
equivalents, or the legal codes that govern
broadcasting.

“The chances are that
most of you reading
this will be voting
for the first time
in the next general
election...”
You might discuss why codes are necessary
and if they do any good. You might consider
what is the public interest and how that
relates to you, or you might look at other
codes from around the world. You might
explore whether there are limits. Should all

sources be protected, for instance? Your class
might formulate a new code…
A guarantee to adhere to a code of conduct
is what marks out the difference between a
real journalist and those who might be doing

something that looks likes journalism. Real
journalism should come with a guarantee
to operate in your interest. That is why
journalism matters.
- Michael Foley, Professor Emeritus, School

of Media, TU Dublin
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News
“What you seE is news,
what you know is background,
what you feEl is opinion”

NEWS

- Lester Markel, American journalist, 1894-1977

Do

What is the job of a
journalist?
Even in the age of 24-hour news cycles, digital
platforms and social media, the key function
of a journalist remains the same - gather the
information and present it fairly and accurately.
The key for any journalist is to give an accurate
and balanced report of whatever they are
working on and whatever platform they are
reporting on - print or digital.
If a criminal is gunned down in broad daylight,
it’s the job of the journalist to tell the reader
what happened, who it happened to, how
it happened, why it happened and when it
happened.
If you answer those five key questions, then 99
times out of 100, you’ve done your job properly.
Remember, news is supposed to be fair,
accurate and balanced – it’s not your view on
what’s happened, not what you think might
or should have happened. It’s what actually
happened – the facts of which you have
checked, and double checked.

Don’t

Do: Make your story interesting and
relevant.

Don’t: Start your news articles with a
question. Stick to the basic introduction
formula and you can’t go wrong.

Do: Always check your facts. Credibility is
the most valuable asset to a reporter.

Don’t: Editorialise - news stories are fact not
opinion. It is not your job to argue a point
of view, or sum up with your opinion. Just
present the facts and let the reader draw
his/her own conclusions.

Do: Be balanced - always give both sides of
the story.

Don’t: Get flowery - keep your sentences
and paragraphs short.

Do: Use lots of quotes. People love reading
what other people say.

Don’t: Use lots of heavily descriptive
language. When you’ve finished, go through
the entire story and try to remove any
words that aren’t completely necessary.
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WINNER

“Home Sweet Home”
By Molly Kay

Learn from last year’s News Reporting winner

“We can all make a difference by making
one small change”
Students from Moville Community College
and St. Francis National School Clonmany,
County Donegal have already made quite a
difference this year. They worked on a collaborative project to raise awareness about
the harmful effects of palm oil production.
Pupils of St.Francis N.S. then produced a
storybook called “Home Sweet Home”, this
book is filled with beautiful illustrations
created by current sixth class pupils. An accompanying activity book was also devised
by TYs with the help of their teacher Mrs.
Colleen Cooney. The pupils of St.Francis
N.S came up with the storyline for the book
and during the first lockdown they created
their drawings. Their teacher Mrs. Gemma
Doherty then compiled the book and it was
printed by Foyle Press.
Moville Community College participates in
the Worldwise Global Schools Programme
which promotes the integration of Global
Citizenship Education (Development
Education) in schools. Along with this, they
are also one of only ten schools in Ireland
participating in the “EU Get Up & Goals”
project which promotes the importance
of sustainable development goals. Moville
Community College has a strong history
of working with St. Francis N.S. on Global
Citizenship projects. In the past they have
worked together on the topic of Fairtrade,
however this time they have further investigated the topics of Climate Action and
Life on Land to explore the issue of palm oil
production as part of their work on global
goal themes.
Mrs. Cooney said” I believe all of the students gained so much from this experience.

It was so rewarding to investigate Global
Goal 12: Responsible Consumption and
Production”. It made both students and
teachers reflect upon how we contribute
to this problem through the choices we
make when shopping. Students were able
to contribute to the project according to
their interests and talents, some did drawings, and others helped with worksheets,
provided ideas for the storyline, coordinated sales and marketing and some even
wrote articles for the local newspaper. It
provided everyone with a great sense of
achievement to bring this project to its
conclusion and to have the books ready for
sale before Christmas 2020. It is a source
of great pride for both schools and it really
highlights what students and schools can
achieve when they work together” Mrs.
Doherty added”
I believe the children from St Francis N.S
learned so much from their participation
in this project. TY students were great with
the younger children and they presented
their knowledge in a fun-filled, accessible
manner. Both schools benefitted immensely from the experience and it would be a
privilege to work along-side Moville Community College in future projects. All participants are continuing to learn about the
importance of protecting our environment
a topic which needs to be a major focus in
all schools, both primary and secondary,
especially in the current climate”.
Alanna Farrell St Francis N.S. continued”
Getting to work with the students of Moville Community College was an amazing
experience. Cutting down trees for palm
oil production can be stopped, by working
together we can achieve this. I am proud
to be part of a group which is ensuring that
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Sixth Class pupils of St. Francis N.S. and
current TY classes worked extremely
hard to promote and sell these items as
Christmas gifts. They are extremely grateful
for the financial assistance they received
through the “EU Get Up and Goals” programme and for the support of their Irish
coordinator Mella Cusack who helped
make it all possible. Proceeds from the
book sales went towards funding further
environmental projects in both schools.
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Samples of the books were sent to many
well-known people and they provided some
wonderful feedback. Daniel and Majella
O’Donnell congratulated students on the
production of the book saying it was “Fantastic and contains an important message,
we will certainly read it for our grandchildren.” UTV presenter, Joe Mahon, also said
“I have seen a number of similar publications over the years but I can tell you that
this is by far the best. It’s so professionallooking and colourful, with marvellous
illustrations and clever verses – it’s hard to
believe that this was produced by children!”
Eoin Colfer, author of the Artemis Fowl
books, congratulated them warmly on the
“fantastic book” and added “Not only do I
love the art and all the lovely stories inside,
but I love the message, we can all make a
difference by making one small change and
that is so true.”
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this message is heard’. Ann Abhilash TY
also commented: “I became much more
aware of the impact the production of palm
oil was having on our environment and I
really enjoyed working as part of a team
and interacting with younger pupils from
St.Francis NS”.
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A news story, unlike any other journalistic endeavour, has a carefully crafted formula for success. The job of the news
reporter is to tell the reader what happened, who it happened to, how it happened and when it happened.
Press Pass Judging Panel

PAGES 4,5,6&7
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News

Tutorial

HAPPY ST PATRICK’S DAY TO ALL OUR READERS
NO 1 FOR CHELTENHAM

BUMPER
12

IS FEARR AN STAR

Wednesday March 17 2021 €1.80 (inc vat)

9 771649 430039

Rachael
rides into
history

FESTIVAL
PULLOUT

SEE
PAGES
12&13

How to Write News
Your job is to make the news story as relevant,
interesting, informative and as accurate as you
can.
Always remember who you are writing for. The
person reading the Irish Times will want the
information written and presented in a certain
way, so too the person reading the Irish Sun.
So whether you’re writing for the school
newspaper, or the New York Times, be aware of
your audience.
Keep the story simple and straight-forward.
Make it as easy as possible for the reader to
digest the information.

STARTS
PAGE
29

In association with

WILLIE DO IT?
...as Sneezy
does it to save
bookies €15M!

PLUS
Sweepstake
kit inside...
SEE PAGE 13

TOP TIPSTERS MARK YOUR CARD...
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MORE DOSES ARE ON WAY
’
’

CEAD MILE
PFIZER

IRELAND is set to get
110,000 more Pfizer
vaccines in the coming
weeks — with the good
news coming just in time
for St Patrick’s Day.
The doses will arrive
here under an accelerated rollout through
Europe, which could
speed up the country’s
exit from lockdown.

n PAGES 4&5

100,000 jabs in
bag before
Paddy’s Day

CALLSKENNY
MAYYET
REGRET
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PAGES 34-35

CITY FINAL Thursday 1 April 2021 €1.30
CITY FINAL Thursday 1 April 2021 €1.30

ARSENAL
DE
DECLINE IS SAD
DECLINEISSAD
TOWATCH

SEE
SPORT

Headline

Five times as many people
read headlines as the
actual story

DO
J
F
BEY

Picture

Detailed picture
enhances the story

EXCLUSIVE
JOHNALDRIDGE
COLUMN

DUBS’
SECRET
LOCKDOWN
SESSION

PICTURE EXCLUSIVE BOYS IN BLUE SHOCK

The opening paragraph (or intro) is vital - it’s your
only chance to grab the reader’s attention and
entice them to read on.

Byline

Dublin stars go through their
paces at Innisfails GAA club in
north Dublin

Frank Roche

Remember - you’ve lost 30% of readers after the
first paragraph and 50% by paragraph four.

DUBLIN senior football squad members
broke Covid-19 rules to take part in a
secret dawn training session.

■ Six-in-a-row

stars break rules
to train hours after GAA warning

Our exclusive pictures show the gathering at a
GAA pitch in north Dublin yesterday, which was
attended by at least nine players and involved a
series of group training drills. The players, including Footballer of the Year Brian Fenton, and All
Stars Johnny Cooper and Brian Howard, were pictured shortly before 7am at Innisfails GAA club.
The session occurred just hours after Croke Park
issued a warning that any breaches of the ban on
collective training could put the GAA’s overall plans
for a return “in serious jeopardy”.
SEE PAGE 8

PALOFCARTEL’SBYRNEHELDINRAIDP12

RRP of The Herald in ROI is €1.30
THE HERALD Vol. 130 No. 78

How to Structure
a News Story
N

Remember the five Ws when writing news –
Who, What, Where, When and Why. Answer these
for the reader and you’ve done your job.

THE PEOPLE’S
THE PEOPLE’S
PAPER PAPER

Thanks for
the memories
Big Jack...

The Introduction
The most important section of any news story is
the opening paragraph. The intro communicates
the facts of the article in the first few lines.
FOR EXAMPLE: A man was gunned down in
front of shocked shoppers in the latest gangland
tit-for-tat murder.

What?
The What - summarise what happened.
The 31-year-old, identified as one of the country’s
leading drug dealers, was shot six times in the
head and chest.

When?
The When – give the reader some
more of the key details.
He was shot shortly after 1pm, by a lone gunman,
as he walked down Grafton Street in front of
hundreds of shoppers.

8

JACK CHARLTON 1935 –2020

SUNDAY, JULY 12, 2020 e2.60
(Stg£1.90)
N

felt like I had lost
}Ita member
of my

I had my issues back
}then
but he stood by

JOHN ALDRIDGE

PAUL McGRATH

family when the news
came through~

was more
}toThere
the man than

me... and he always
looked out for me~

football, he was fun
and funny~

PADDY MURRAY

PATRICK O’CONNELL

Journalist who
broke the story

What

Tell the reader
what happened

SEE PAGES
2,3,4,5,6,8
& SPORT
Jack touched his
}
adopted land in the

most important
place – the heart~

ROY CURTIS

EXCLUSIVE

TEXAS
TIMEBOMB
No restrictions as visitors
arrive from U.S. state
where daily Covid-19
cases now top 10,000

LANDED:
Ellie Sabeto
arriving off
American
Airlines flight
AA132, from
Dallas Texas,
at Dublin
airport

FULL STORY PAGES 16&17

Why

How the
controversy
erupted

Wednesday,
January 13, 2021

1 22 ora Cronin. Five months. Died 0 December 1922. 1 23 atrick Creedon. Five months. Died 12 March 192 . John Coughlan. Five months. Died 2 March 192 . Mary Daly. 1 months. Died 2 April 192 . John uckley. Two months. Died May 192 . atrick Mahony. 11 months. Died 2
192 . atrick Sullivan. ine weeks. Died 2 May 192 . ercy McDonald. Six weeks. 2 August 192 . Denis McCarthy. Two months. 29 October192 . Denis Carroll. Five weeks. 1 ovember 192 . eter Fielding. Six months. Died 2 December 192 . 1 24 John Condon. Seven weeks. Died 2
January 192 . Kate Cronin. Six weeks. Died 29 March 192 . John Driscoll. Four months. Died April 192 . atrick Santary. Five months. Died 2 July 192 . Mary Crowe. 1 weeks. Died 2 July 192 . Richard O’Mahony. 1 weeks. Died October 192 . annah Grogan. Six weeks. Died 20 October
192 . Daniel O’Connor. Ten weeks. Died 2 October 192 . John O’Connor. Five-and-a-half months. Died 21 ovember 192 . 1 25 John Walsh. Six weeks. Died 2 January 192 . Mary O’Leary. 11 weeks. Died 2 January 192 . Joseph organ. One year. Died 21 May 192 . Mary Gibbon. Three
months. Died 10 September 192 . Mary Murphy. Four-and-a-half months. Died 1 September 192 . Mary Keane. ine weeks. October 192 . Eli abeth Walsh. Four-and-a-half months. Died 1 October 192 . hilip Donovan. 1 weeks. Died 2 October 192 . ridget Grady. Seven months. Died
December 192 . 1 2
ridget ope. Ten months. Died 21 February 192 . William atrick Kiely. One year. Died 12 March 192 . John helan. One year, 11 months. Died 19 May 192 . James Comerford. Six weeks. Died 9 June 192 . James eenan. 11 months. Died 9 June 192 . atrick Rossiter.
Five months. Died 1 June 192 . Mary Donovan. Five weeks. Died 2 July 192 . Kathleen Collins. Seven months. Died 2 August 192 . John Donovan. Four months. Died 2 August 192 . John arrington. Four months. Died 2 August 192 . ridget Joyce. Two months. Died 29 September 192 .
Thomas aberlin. Four months. Died 1 December 192 . Gerald Walsh. Three months. Died 29 December 192 . 1 2 Kathleen rackett. Five months. Died 2 February 192 . Christopher Wright. Three months. Died 12 March 192 . Mary ower. Ten months. Died 1 March 192 . Josephine
organ. Seven months. Died 2 March 192 . William Egan. 11 months. Died April 192 . James Murphy. ine months. Died 10 April 192 . Mary O’Connor. Two months. 20 May 192 . eter McCarthy. Three years, three months. Died 1 July 192 . Thomas olan. Seven weeks. Died 2 July 192 .
Margaret O’Regan. Six weeks. Died 2 August 192 . Denis O’ eil. ine months. Died 9 September 192 . Mary T. Lusk. Five months. Died 22 September 192 . Annie Tyrell. Seven months. Died 1 October 192 . Kathleen Tobin. Three months. Died 1 October 192 . Michael Thompson. Two
months. Died 19 December 192 . 1 2 Joseph Cody. Five months. Died 10 March 192 . Joseph Grace. One month. Died 2 May 192 . John Grace. Six weeks. Died 22 June 192 . John Swanton. Two weeks. Died 2 June 192 . atrick Murphy. Four years. Died August 192 . Rose Deneffe. 11
months. Died 0 September 192 . Thomas Cooney. Four months. Died October 1929. Mary Crowe. Three months. Died October 1929. eter oward. 12 months. Died 1 October 192 . William O’Connor. Four months. Died 1 October 192 . George Dowd. Four months. Died 21 October 192 .
Michael O’Keeffe. Three months. Died 1 ovember 192 . annah Kirby. Five months. Died 2 ovember 192 . John Jeffers. Five years. Died 2 ovember 192 . Teresa Kelly. Seven weeks. Died December 192 . 1 2 John Smyth. Two months. Died September 1929. Joseph ooth. ine
months. Died 1 October 1929. atrick Ring. Six months. Died 1 December 1929. 1 30 Joseph urcell. 11 months. Died 2 April 19 0. John Sullivan. Seven months. Died 1 May 19 0. Mary Flynn. Two months. Died May 19 0. John Mahony. Eight months. Died 2 May 19 0. John Dromey. 12
months. Died 10 June 19 0. atrick Kelly. Three months. Died May 19 0. 1 31 John Gleeson. One-and-a-half years. Died January 19 1. Ellen Walsh. Two days. Died 11 January 19 1. James Walsh. Twelve months. Died 2 March 19 1. William Donovan. Seven weeks. Died 2 March 19 1.
Mary Dineen. 1 days. Died 2 April 19 1. atricia Spillane. Seven weeks. Died May 19 1. James Meehan. 1 hours. Died May 19 1. atrick O’Mara. ine weeks. Died 1 May 19 1. atrick Flynn. Seven weeks. Died 1 May 19 1. Maura Atkinson. Eight weeks. Died 19 May 19 1. atricia
eligan. Three months and three weeks. Died 2 June 19 1. Geraldine Creedon. Three hours. Died 1 August 19 1. Richard Kenneally. Six weeks. Died September 19 1. John Kelly. Six weeks. Died September 19 1. Annie O’Keeffe. Six weeks. Died 19 September 19 1. Teresa Corbert. Eight
weeks. Died 22 September 19 1. Annie rien. Three months. Died 0 September 19 1. rian Anthony Gavigan. Eight weeks. Died October 19 1. Kathleen Deneffe. Ten weeks. Died 12 October 19 1. ellie Mary O’Mahony. Ten weeks. Died 12 October 19 1. rendan Masterson. Ten weeks. Died
2 October 19 1. atrick Scannell. Five weeks. Died 29 October 19 1. James Crowley. Two months. Died 1 October 19 1. Michael uinn. Three weeks. Died 1 ovember 19 1. Mary Teresa Devlin. Three months. Died 2 ovember 19 1. Malachy Foley. Four months. Died 1 December 19 1.
Joseph Flemming. Four weeks. Died 2 December 19 1. 1 32 Mary Ryan. 11 weeks. Died 1 January 19 2. Teresa Coffey. ine weeks. Died 2 March 19 2. Mary Teresa. Five months. Died 9 March 19 2. atrick O’Leary. Eight months. Died 10 March 19 2. Joseph Cashman. Five weeks. Died 20
March 19 2. Margaret Riordan. Three months. Died 2 March 19 2. Thomas O’Donnell. Three months. Died 10 April 19 2. David ower. Eight days. Died 2 May 19 2. Mary hilomena. Seven months. Died December 19 2. 1 33 Januara Murphy. Six months. Died 12 March 19 . Kathleen
O’Shaughnessy. One-and-a-half hours. Died 2 May 19 . Robert Doyle. Three weeks. Died 11 June 19 . Francis ohan. 11 weeks. Died 19 June 19 . John O’Leary. Five minutes. Died 2 July 19 . Anthony Enright. Ten days. Died 1 July 19 . Edward vers. One day. Died 2 July 19 . atrick
Joseph. Eight months. Died 1 August 19 . Michael O’Keeffe. Three months. Died 1 August 19 . Catherine Lynch. Four months. Died September 19 . Celene arty. Four months. Died 21 September 19 . rendan uckley. Three months. Died 1 October 19 . Olive O’Connor. Three
months. Died 2 October 19 . incent McCarthy. Three months. Died 21 October 19 . Winifred Sullivan. Seven weeks. Died 1 October 19 . Rose Strange. Two months. Died
ovember 19 . Francis Crowley. One month. Died
ovember 19 . Enda Donovan. ine weeks. Died 1
ovember 19 . Monica Green. 1 weeks. Died 21 ovember 19 . Louis O’ rien. Four months. Died 22 December 19 . 1 34 Mary O’Mahony. Three months. Died February 19 . rene organ. Fourteen weeks. Died February 19 . Ellen arrett. Six months. Died 1 February 19 . atrick
Mullins. 1 weeks. Died 1 February 19 . Albert O’Leary. Two months. Died 22 February 19 . Maurice ealy. 1 weeks. Died 22 February 19 . Christopher Foley. Two months. Died 2 February 19 . Mary Teresa. Seven months. Died March 19 . Stephen ower. Two months. Died 1 March
19 . Felix Mahony. Two months. Died 1 April 19 . Michael Whelan. Three months. Died 2 April 19 . Anne Ahern. Three days. Died 1 April 19 . Andrew Sweetman. 12 weeks. Died 2 April 19 . Monica Curran. 1 weeks. Died May 19 . ta iggins. ine months. Died 9 June 19 . Esther
Donnelly. 11 weeks. Died 20 June 19 . Margaret O’Connor. Six months. Died 2 June 19 . Mary Madle. Two months. Died July 19 . Josephine Sullivan. Five months. Died 1 July 19 . Robert ealy. Four months. Died 2 July 19 . Teresa Mahony. Six days. Died 10 August 19 . Mary Reilly.
1 weeks. Died 2 August 19 . rigid Gorman. 12 weeks. Died 2 August 19 . Maurice ennessy. 12 weeks. Died 2 September 19 . Laurence arrett. 1 weeks. Died September 19 . Joseph O’Shea. Four months. Died 1 September 19 . Eileen Cournane. Four Months. Died 11 October
19 . rigid Curtin. ine weeks. Died 1 October 19 . Madeline eville. 1 weeks. Died 1 October 19 . Josephine Maher. Four months. Died 19 October 19 . ernadette O’ eill. 11 weeks. Died 2 October 19 . Joseph Creedon. Three hours. Died 0 October 19 . Anne O’ rien. Three
months. Died 1 ovember 19 . aul Cuffe. 10 hours. Died
ovember 19 . Augustine Regan. ine weeks. Died
ovember 19 . Kathleen Walsh. Three months. Died 9 ovember 19 . Doreen Madden. Three months. Died
ovember 19 . Mary Shea. Three months. Died 9 ovember
19 . Thomas Donovan. Two months. Died 11 December 19 . Rita O’ eill. 12 months. Died 2 December 19 . 1 35 atrick O’Rourke. Three months and three days. Died 2 January 19 . James rowne. Three months. Died 1 January 19 . Joseph onus. Three months. Died February
19 . Maurice Fit gerald. Seven months. Died 9 February 19 . Mary O’Keeffe. Four months. Died 21 February 19 . Michael Cogan. Three hours. Died 1 April 19 . Martha olan. Six hours. Died 22 April 19 . Sean Fit patrick. Four months. Died May 19 . Mary Connolly. Three months. Died
May 19 . Michael Coughlan. Three months. Died 12 May 19 . Christopher annigan. Six months. Died June 19 . Anthony Meara. Five months. Died June 19 . Mary Cashman. Six months. Died 1 July 19 . Jeremiah McCarthy. Three months. Died 12 August 19 . Mary Campion. Four
months. Died 1 August 19 . John Allen. 12 months. Died 19 August 19 . rigid Donovan. Eight months. Died 22 August 19 . Mary oward. Four months. Died 2 August 19 . ora Doody. Three months. Died 2 August 19 . Juliana Mahony. Two months. Died 29 August 19 . Michael Shea.
Seven weeks. Died 0 August 19 . Joseph ickey. Four months. Died 2 September 19 . Thomas Dwyer. 11 weeks. Died 2 October 19 . George O’Sullivan. Two months. Died
ovember 19 . Declan Canavan. Three months. Died 1 ovember 19 . Kathleen Sullivan. Three months. Died
19 ovember 19 . Michael Shea. Two months. Died 2 December 19 . Denis Doyle. Four months. Died 2 December 19 . Mary Teresa Kennedy. Three months. Died 29 December 19 . 1 3 Michael Lettic. Three months. Died January 19 . Stephen O’Callaghan. Three months. Died
January 19 . atrick age. Five minutes. Died 2 April 19 . eter O’Callaghan. Five weeks. Died 1 June 19 . Joseph O’Dwyer. Five months. Died 9 July 19 . ewly born son of a orah Cox.
ewly born. Died 19 August 19 . eter O’ rien. Ten months. Died August 19 . Mary Stapleton.
Ten days. Died 2 August 19 . William Meade. Five weeks. Died 1 October 19 . atrick Mills. Five days. Died 1 December 19 . aschal Minihan. Eight months. Died 29 December 19 . 1 3 James Sullivan. Seven months. Died February 19 . James ailey. Seven months. Died 10
February 19 . Anthony Fogarty. Seven months. Died 1 February 19 . Anne Dunleavy. Two months. Died 19 February 19 . Mary Ryan. Three weeks. Died 2 February 19 . Michael O’Donoghue. Seven weeks. Died 2 March 19 . Andrew Mahony. Four months. Died 1 March 19 . Mary
rigid O’Connor. Three months. Died 1 March 19 . Mary Kelly. Two months. Died 1 March 19 . Margaret Lynch. Two months. Died 1 March 19 . Michael Condon. Two months. Died 20 March 19 . Michael ealy. Three months. Died 0 March 19 . Mary Lucey. Three months. Died 21 April
19 . Mary Ellen McGuire. One month. Died 2 April 19 . Anthony Fennelly. Seven months. Died 29 April 19 . George Slaven. Three months. Died May 19 . Eileen O’Reilly. 11 weeks. Died 11 May 19 . Mary owlin. One year and four months. Died 1 May 19 . atrick Joseph Lyons. Two
years and 20 days. Died 1 June 19 . atrick Fenton. Three months. Died 1 June 19 . James Leane. Four months. Died June 19 . Mary Walsh. Five months. Died June 19 . Rita Walsh. Three months. Died 2 June 19 . Thomas iggins. Two months. Died 19 July 19 . Carmel igott. Two
minutes. Died 19 July 19 . Francis O’Riordan. Seven weeks. Died 1 August 19 . Mary Reidy. Five weeks. Died 2 September 19 . Eli abeth Clarke. Four months. Died October 19 . Anne Sullivan. Eight months. Died 21 October 19 . Anne Mullins. Three months. Died 20 ovember 19 .
atrick Lenihan. Six months. Died 2 ovember 19 . Michael Reid. Four months. Died December 19 . Dominic Cagney. Four months. Died December 19 . Christopher Lyne. Seven months. Died 1 December 19 . 1 3 Mary Flynn. Six months. Died 12 January 19 . Francis Riordan.
Two months. Died 1 January 19 . Joseph rosnan. Six months. Died 20 January 19 . Kevin O’ rien. Three months. Died 2 February 19 . rendan Riordan. Four months. Died 2 February 19 . Kate erlihy. Two months. Died March 19 . Mary O’ rien. Three months. Died 2 March 19 .
Joan O’Sullivan. Ten months. Died 21 May 19 . atrick O’Mahony. One month. Died June 19 . Josephine ower. Three months. Died 10 June 19 . Martin Deasy. Seven months. Died 1 June 19 . Joseph Drake. Three days. Died 1 June 19 . atricia ower. Five months. Died 2 July 19 .
Mary rigid Walsh. Four months. Died 1 July 19 . Anne alloran. Four months. Died 19 July 19 . Teresa Cahill. Seven months. Died 20 July 19 . Monica yrne. Two months. Died 2 July 19 . Augustine Allen. Three months. Died 1 July 19 . Catherine O’Sullivan. One month. Died August
19 . Kevin McGrath. One month. Died August 19 . Anne O’ rien. Eight months. Died 12 August 19 . Declan orris. Ten weeks. Died 2 August 19 . Gerard O’Keeffe. Three months. Died 2 August 19 . Rita O’Shea. Two months. Died September 19 . Michael McCarthy. Two months.
Died September 19 . Mary oland. Five months. Died September 19 . Margaret Moynihan. Five months. Died September 19 . John Murphy. Four months. Died 1 September 19 . eronica arrett. Five months. Died 22 September 19 . Anne Flynn. Three months. Died 2 September
19 . Martha Lynch. Three months. Died 1 October 19 . Mary ealy. Four months. Died October 19 . Mary Martin. 1 months. Died 2 October 19 . Gertrude McCarthy. One month. Died 1 December 19 . Kathleen O’Sullivan. Three months. Died 1 December 19 . Joseph Reidy. One
month. Died 2 December 19 . 1 3 John Collins. 1 weeks. Died 1 January 19 9. Mary McCarthy. Eight months. Died 12 February 19 9. Timothy Riordan. One month. Died 19 February 19 9. Catherine Dwyer. Two weeks. Died 2 February 19 9. Thomas assett. Two months. Died 2 March
19 9. atrick Clancy. Two weeks. Died March 19 9. Catherine Kiely. Seven weeks. Died 9 March 19 9. Christina Lehane. Three months. Died 2 March 19 9. Joesphine Meehan. 1 months. Died 0 April 19 9. Daniel Finn. Four weeks. Died June 19 9. atricia Moynihan. Three months. Died 19
June 19 9. Finbarr Fin. Two days. Died 2 June 19 9. John Fin. Three days. Died 2 June 19 9. Mary O’ eill. Two months. Died 1 July 19 9. incent Sheehan. 11 hours. Died 20 July 19 9. Monica Sullivan. Three months. Died 29 August 19 9. John Aherne. Four-and-three- uarter months. Died 2
October 19 9. Aidan Tibbs. Five weeks. Died October 19 9. eter Walsh. Three minutes. Died 19 October 19 9. John O’Callaghan. Two weeks. Died 0 October 19 9. 1 40 atrick Fisher. One day. Died 1 January 19 0. Mary Lehane. Two minutes. Died 2 January 19 0. Fanahan Slyne. Six
months. Died 2 February 19 0. James Cummins. Two weeks. Died 2 February 19 0. rigid O’Connell. One month. Died 2 March 19 0. Mary O’ rien. Seven weeks. Died 1 March 19 0. John eausang. One month. Died 2 April 19 0. Mary Fit gerald. One month. Died 2 April 19 0. atrick Mansel.
Two months. Died April 19 0. Christina O’Connor. Seven days. Died April 19 0. John Fleming. ine weeks. Died April 19 0. Mary O’Keeffe. 11 weeks. Died 20 April 19 0. Joseph ourigan. Two months. Died 0 April 19 0. hilip McGrath. Two months. Died 10 May 19 0. Richard Doyle. 1
weeks. Died June 19 0. Margaret Walsh. Five weeks. Died 2 June 19 0. Anne ousden. Four months. Died 1 July 19 0. John Ryan. Seven weeks. Died 1 July 19 0. Mary ayes. Eight months, 2 days. Died August 19 0. Mary Coughlan. Four months. Died 10 August 19 0. John Calnan. Five
months. Died 1 August 19 0. Joseph Cronin. Six months. Died 1 October 19 0. Olive Kirby. ine weeks. Died October 19 0. atrick Larkin. Three months. Died 11 October 19 0. Mary Cronin. Six months. Died 1 October 19 0. David Lee. Eight months. Died 2 ovember 19 0. Richard Salter. 10
weeks. Died
ovember 19 0. Michael Donovan. Three months. Died
ovember 19 0. rigid owles. Three months. Died 12 ovember 19 0. eter Doherty. Four months. Died 1 ovember 19 0. Joan owe. Three months. Died 1 ovember 19 0. John Skehan. Three months. Died 1
ovember 19 0. Mary McCarthy. Three months. Died 20 ovember 19 0. Albert Lynch. Three days. Died 22 ovember 19 0. Julia Murphy. Three months. Died 2 ovember 19 0. Margaret O’ rien. ine hours. Died 1 December 19 0. Mary Cronin. Four months. Died December 19 0. John
ogan. 1 days. Died 11 December 19 0. William ogan. 1 days. Died
11 December 19 0. John Dwan. Four months. Died 1 December 19 0.
Deasy. Four months. Died 1 January 19 1. Francis Egan. Two months.
David Mahony. Two months. Died 2 December 19 0. 1 41 Michael
Died March 19 1. atrick arrington. Eight months. Died 1 March
19 1. ora Doody. Six weeks. Died 1 March 19 1. Monica Murray.
Three days. Died 12 April 19 1. John Gallagher. 12 weeks. Died 19 April
19 1. Catherine Rohane. ine weeks. Died 2 April 19 1. Mary Carmel
Keohane. Six months. Died 2 May. 19 1. Timothy O’Leary. Three
months. Died 1 June 19 1. John ayes. Two months. Died 1 June
19 1. Ann aul. 11 days. Died 1 June 19 1. Anne Condon. Four
months. Died July 19 1. George O’Regan. Three months. Died 1 July
19 1. John Murphy. Two months. Died 29 July 19 1. Mary Daly. Five
minutes. Died 0 July 19 1. Magdaline Gallagher. Two months. Died 1
July 19 1. Joseph Lynam. Three months. Died August 19 1. incent Ryan. Four months. Died September 19 1. Olive Kealy. Two months. Died 1 September 19 1. atrick Roche. Four months. Died 2 September 19 1. Teresa Curran. Five hours. Died 12 October 19 1. Margaret helan. Two
months. Died 1 October 19 1. Gerard O’Connor. Two months. Died 1 October 19 1. Anne Dee. Five weeks. Died 19 October 19 1. Teresa arry. Seven weeks. Died 2 October 19 1. Anthony J Riordan. 10 weeks. Died 2 October 19 1. Eli abeth Sullivan. Three months. Died 0 October 19 1.
Coleman iggins. Two months. Died 1 ovember 19 1. Finbarr Lehane. Three months. Died 2 ovember 19 1. Eli abeth arry. Two months. Died 10 ovember 19 1. Margaret Caulfield. Two months. Died 10 ovember 19 1. John O’Sullivan. Three months. Died 1 ovember 19 1. Kathleen
Coleman. Two months. Died 19 ovember 19 1. David Leahy. Three months. Died 22 ovember 19 1. Michael Fogarty. Three months. Died 9 December 19 1. Anne reen. Four months. Died December 19 1. atrick Coleman. Three months. Died December 19 1. Gertrude O’ rien. Two years.
Died 1 December 19 1. Mary Aherne. One month. Died 19 December 19 1. 1 42 Teresa O’Reilly. Two years. Died 2 February 19 2. John Galvin. Three months. 1 January 19 2. Mary Mockler. Two months. Died 1 February 19 2. Dympna Corcoran. Three months. Died February 19 2.
atricia O’ alloran. Three hours. Died February 19 2. John Sullivan. Six weeks. Died 2 March 19 2. Martin eausang. Four months. Died March 19 2. Daniel McCarthy. Two months. Died 21 March 19 2. Anthony arrett. Three days. 21 March 19 2. atrick Curtin. Two months. Died 2 March
19 2. Jeremiah Godsell. Two months. Died 2 March 19 2. Joseph Maher. Five hours. Died 2 March 19 2. Agatha Walsh. Seven weeks. Died 1 March 19 2. Rita Winsley. Five months. Died April 19 2. Aidan Duke. Three months. Died April 19 2. Sheila Teehan. Three months. Died April
19 2. atrick Kenirey. Three months. Died 11 April 19 2. ernard O’Donovan. Three months. Died 1 April 19 2. George Dunscombe. One month. Died 21 April 19 2. Thomas O’Sullivan. Three months. Died 9 May 19 2. Thomas arry. Two months. Died 10 May 19 2. atrick O’Sullivan. Two
months. Died 2 May 19 2. Anthony ennessy. Three months. Died 1 May 19 2. Maurice Kelleher. Two months. Died 1 May 19 2. ridget Ryan. One month. Died 1 June 19 2. hilomena yne. Four months. Died June 19 2. Christopher Murphy. Two months. Died June 19 2. atrick
O’Mahony. Two months. Died June 19 2. Anne Sherlock. Six hours. Died June 19 2. Michael Geary. Two months. Died June 19 2. Mary Duggan. Six weeks. Died 2 July 19 2. Denis alloran. Four months. Died July 19 2. James Spillane. Two months. Died July 19 2. eter Crowley. Three
months. Died July 19 2. John Mullholland. Seven weeks. Died July 19 2. Christina Kiely. One month. Died 9 July 19 2. eter Casey. Ten weeks. Died 1 July 19 2. Anne O’Leary. Two months. Died 1 July 19 2. Johanna uckley. Three months. Died 1 July 19 2. Teresa urley. Two months.
Died 1 July 19 2. Margaret oland. Three months. Died 2 July 19 2. Joan Lorton. Two months. 0 July 19 2. rigid rowne. Three months. August 19 2. William Abbott. Four months. Died 9 August 19 2. atrick Murphy. Three months. Did 10 August 19 2. Oliver O’Donnell. Six weeks. Died 19
August 19 2. atrick McCarthy. Three months. Died 22 August 19 2. Catherine Slattery. Four months. Died 22 August 19 2. Sylvester urley. Six weeks. Died 22 August 19 2. Kevin Connolly. Five minutes. Died September 19 2. Mary ridget Stack. Six months. Died 9 September 19 2. eter
Christopher. One month. Died
ovember 19 2. Daniel Farrissey. Two months. Died
ovember 19 2. Cyril McGrath. Two months. Died
ovember 19 2. James Ward. Seven weeks. Died 9 ovember 19 2. James arry. Two weeks. Died 10 ovember 19 2. Francis ayes. Two weeks. Died 1
ovember 19 2. Mary ogan. One month. Died 20 ovember 19 2. Ann olden. Three months. Died 2 ovember 19 2. Josephine Simcox. Three weeks. Died 2 ovember 19 2. Michael olden. Three weeks. Died 29 ovember 19 2. Kevin Minihane. Six weeks. Died 29 ovember 19 2.
Joseph Griffin. Two months. Died 2 ovember 19 2. Mary Lennon. One month. Died December 19 2. Mary Moore. One month. Died December 19 2. Margaret Curtin. Three months. Died 21 December 19 2. Margaret Geary. Four months. Died 2 December 19 2. Michael Cronin. Three
months. Died 2 December 19 2. ora oonan. Two months. Died 2 December 19 2. Margaret McGrath. Six months. Died 29 December 19 2. 1 43 eter McCarthy. Four months. Died 2 January 19 . oel Ryan. Two weeks. Died January 19 . Teresa Dempsey. Three months. Died 10
January 19 . Mary Murphy. Five weeks. Died 1 January 19 . Catherine Driscoll. Five weeks. Died February 19 . hilomena arry. Four months. Died 9 February 19 . Anthony Joseph Creedon. Three weeks. Died 11 February 19 . Richard John Kelly. Six months. Died 22 February 19 .
Daniel O’Connor. Seven weeks. Died 2 February 19 . atrick yhan. Three days. Died 2 February 19 . John McCarthy. Two months. Died 2 March 19 . oel Smith. 1 months. Died 11 March 19 . John O’Connor. Two months. Died 1 March 19 . Catherine Murphy. Six months. Died 21
March 19 . Michael Enright. 1 months. Died 2 April 19 . Anthony Lancaster. Three months. Died 10 April 19 . Teresa O’ rien. Four months. Died 1 April 19 . rigid Griffin. 1 weeks. Died 1 April 19 . Finbarr ewman. One month. Died 1 April 19 . Mary ugent. Three months. Died 1
April 19 . Teresa Scanlan. Two months. Died 1 April 19 . Kathleen Flanagan. Three months. Died 1 April 19 . atrick Walsh. Three months. Died 19 April 19 . Joseph Geoghegan. Eight months. Died 21 April 19 . Michael Flaherty. Six weeks. Died 29 April 19 . hilip Gleason. Six weeks.
Died 0 April 19 . Martin O’Farrell. ine weeks. Died 0 April 19 . Anne Flynn. Three months. Died 0 April 19 . Mathias agle. ine weeks. Died May19 . hilomena McDonnell. Three months. Died May 19 . ellie O’Leary. Six weeks. Died 11 May 19 . Mary Ryan. 1 minutes. Died 12
May 19 . Michael artnett. Four months. Died 1 May 19 . Mary Fit gerald. 10 months. Died 1 May 19 . Agnes Kelly. One month. Died 22 May 19 . Mary Kelleher. Four weeks. Died 22 May 19 . Martin artnett. Four months. Died 22 May 19 . Michael Walsh. Two weeks. Died 22 May 19 .
Anne oulihan. Three months. June 19 . Mary arry. Four years and three months. Died 1 June 19 . Donald Creedon. Two months. Died 1 June 19 . Ellen O’Donoghue. Three months. Died 22 June 19 . Mary arry. Seven weeks. Died 2 June 19 . Mary Darcy. Three months. Died 2
June 19 . eronica Cashman. Two months. Died 2 June 19 . Thomas O’Regan. 1 days. Died 1 June 19 . Catherine Cogan. 1 days. Died 2 June 19 . Eli abeth helan. Three weeks. Died July 19 . John Sullivan. Two weeks. Died 12 July 19 . Anthony Mackey. Eight weeks. Died 12
July 19 . Mary Mahony. Six weeks. Died 12 July 19 . artholomew Collins. Three months. Died 1 July 19 . Anthony Relihan. Three weeks. Died 1 July 19 . Josephine Walsh. Four months. Died 1 July 19 . Anne Slyne. Two months. Died 1 July 19 . rendan Joseph eenan. Eight
months. Died 22 July 19 . Mary Looney. One month. 2 July 19 . Jeremiah Casey. Two weeks. Died 2 July 19 . atrick arry. Two weeks. Died 0 July 19 . hilomena Lombard. One month. Died 2 August 19 . Raymond O’ eill. Two months. Died August 19 . orah McGrath. Three
weeks. Died August 19 . Donald Murphy. 2 weeks. Died August 19 . Jerome Corcoran. Two weeks. Died August 19 . ernadette Gould. Five weeks. Died August 19 . Anthony Kingston. 1 weeks. Died August 19 . Margaret Kelleher. Five weeks. Died 10 August 19 . Abina
Mullane. Six weeks. Died 1 August 19 . ernard ash. alf an hour. Died 1 August 19 . Joseph O’Kelly. Three months. Died 1 August 19 . Thomas Kiely. 1 months. Died 1 August 19 . eter O’Callaghan. Two months. Died 20 August 19 . Daniel Coleman. Three months. Died 21 August
19 . Colum Fogarty. Ten weeks. Died 21 August 19 . Margaret Flynn. Two weeks. Died 22 August 19 . Joseph ennessy. 10 weeks. Died 2 August 19 . Richard arry. Two months. Died 2 August 19 . Ellen Calnan. Two months. Died 2 August 19 . hilomena ash. Two weeks. Died 29
August 19 . Mary arry. Two weeks. Died 29 August 19 . atricia arnwell. Four months. Died 0 August 19 . ernadette O’Mahony. Two years and three months. Died 19 September 19 . Declan Johnson. Two months. 2 September 19 . Margaret Kelly. ine weeks. 2 September 19 .
Anne Desmond. Three months. Died 1 October 19 . Mary Creed. Three months. Died 2 October 19 . Joan ower. Seven weeks. Died 29 October 19 . Joan Maher. Two months. Died 1 October 19 . elen Mooney. Three months. Died 1 ovember 19 . elen Cronin. Three months. Died
1 ovember 19 . ernadette Toye. Four months. Died 20 ovember 19 . Anthony Keohane. Three months. Died December 19 . Mary O’Connor. Two months. Died December 19 . Cornelius Walsh. One year and three months. Died 2 December 19 . Catherine Kenneally. Two months.
Died 0 December 19 . James King. Five months. Died 1 December 19 . rendan Cahill. Six weeks. Died 1 December 19 . Joseph O’Mahony. Four weeks. Died 1 December 19 . 1 44 Catherine Tobin. Three months. Died 1 January 19 . Francis Kelly. Three months. Died 1 January
19 . Josephine atricia Carr. Three months. Died 2 January 19 . Anne Griffin. Two months. Died January 19 . Eilish O’Driscoll. Five weeks. Died January 19 . Richard Flaherty. Five weeks. Died January 19 . hilomena ower. Two weeks. Died 1 January 19 . ridget Mark Anthony. 10
minutes. Died 1 January 19 . Catherine Frawley. Three months. Died 1 January 19 . Michael O’ alloran. Four months. Died 20 January 19 . Michael Riordan. One month. Died 2 January 19 . Mary Doyle. Two months. Died 1 January 19 . ernadette Winters. Six days. Died 2 February
19 . Charles Eustace. Two months. Died March 19 . atrick O’ anrahan. Two days. Died 1 March 19 . Joseph O’ rien. One month. Died 2 March 19 . Agnes Murphy. Three months. Died 2 March 19 . Anthony Cahill. Four months. Died 29 March 19 . Anne O’Donovan. Three months.
Died April 19 . Anne Fogarty. Three months. Died 9 April 19 . Christopher McCarthy. Four months. Died 10 April 19 . elen Fit gerald. Two months. Died 1 April 19 . Stephen Dennehy. Three months. Died 20 April 19 . Rita Riordan. Two months. Died 29 April 19 . Timothy O’Callaghan.
Two months. Died May 19 . atrick Gleeson. 11 hours. Died 9 May 19 . Eileen Walsh. Three months. Died 11 May 19 . Joseph Cassin. 2 days. Died 1 May 19 . Thomas McCarthy. Three months. Died 2 May 19 . rigid O’Shea. Four months. Died June 19 . Michael Daly. Six weeks.
12 July 19 . arold Sisk. Three months. Died 1 July 19 . hilomena Daly. One month. Died 20 July 19 . Catherine Murphy. Four months. Died 20 July 19 . Anne Egan. Two months. Died August 19 . Mary ridget ower. Three months. Died August 19 . Carmel Kelleher. Two months.
Died August 19 . eter McCarthy. Two months. Died 11 August 19 . Mary Murphy. Three months. Died 2 August 19 . oel ayes. Two months. Died September 19 . Mary ogan. Four months. Died September 19 . John Scannell. Three months. Died 9 September 19 . Michael
McCarthy. Five months. Died 1 September 19 . Michael Coffey. Two months. Died 1 September 19 . Dympna anley. Four months. Died 1 September 19 . John Long. One month. Died 19 September 19 . Rita Twomey. Three months. Died 22 September 19 . Mary Connors. Three
months. Died October 19 . Denis allahan. Three months. Died October 19 . Josephine O’Connell. Seven months. Died October 19 . auline Cullinane. Four months. Died October 19 . Mary Minihane. One month. Died 1 October 19 . Margaret Farmer. Three months. 19 October
19 . Jeremiah Murphy. Three weeks. 19 October 19 . Rose Mary Meagher. Two months.
ovember 19 . Teresa Corbett. Two weeks. Died
ovember 19 . Teresa uinn. Seven months. Died 10 ovember 19 . Mary Lynch. Four months. Died
ovember 19 . atricia McGarry. ine
weeks. Died December 19 . Laurence Wall. Four weeks. Died December 19 . Anne Marie Mangan. Three months. Died December 19 . hilomena Avons. Two months. Died December 19 . Gerard Kiely. Two months. Died 9 December 19 . Catherine ealy. Two months. Died 10
December 19 . Ann O’ alloran. 1 weeks. Died 12 December 19 . oel Masterson. Seven days. Died 2 December 19 . Christopher Masterson. Eight days. Died 2 December 19 . Matthew McCarthy. Three months. Died 29 December 19 . 1 45 eronica Corry. Three months. Died 1
January 19 . Madeline Tighe. Seven weeks. Died 20 January 19 . Rita Murphy. Five weeks. Died 22 January 19 . Marion Lehane. Five weeks. Died 2 January 19 . Mary ridget Cunningham. Six weeks. Died 2 January 19 . Mary McGrane. One year and six months. Died 29 January 19 .
Margaret Reville. Two months and two hours. Died 2 February 19 . Margaret Lynch. 20 minutes. Died February 19 . Anthony McCarthy. Three months. Died 2 February 19 . Eileen urke. 20 months. Died 2 March 19 . hyllis Costello. 12 weeks. Died March 19 . hilomena Mc nerney. 12
weeks. Died 11 March 19 . elen Daly. 1 weeks. Died 2 March 19 . Liam ayes. ine weeks. Died 2 March 19 . Kieran Lennon. Six-and-a-half months. Died 2 March 19 . Agnes Reidy. ine weeks. Died 1 April 19 . Miriam Ledwith. 1 weeks. Died 1 April 19 . rigid Danaher. Two
months. Died 2 April 19 . ernard enebrey. 10 weeks. Died 1 April 19 . atrick Murphy. Four weeks. Died 1 April 19 . Raphael O’Connell. 1 weeks. Died 2 April 19 . Joseph Murphy. Seven weeks. Died May 19 . hilomena Kelly. Five weeks and three days. Died 19 May 19 . John
Francis augh. Four months. Died June 19 . Catherine McCarthy. 1 -and-a-half weeks. Died 1 June 19 . Martin Murphy. Seven months. Died 22 June 19 . Maureen Gaffney. Age not stated on death certificate. Died 10 July 19 . Margaret ynes. Seven weeks. Died 1 July 19 . Michael
O’Keeffe. 11 weeks. Died 1 July 19 . atricia Crowley. Five months. Died August 19 . Margaret Sullivan. Six months. Died 11 August 19 . hilip ealy. 1 weeks. Died 1 August 19 . James Mahony. Four weeks. 2 August 19 . Mary effernan. 12 hours. Died 11 October 19 . auline
McCann. 1 weeks. Died 1 October 19 . Robert ickey. Five-and-a-half months. Died
ovember 19 . 1 4 John pton. Five weeks. January 19 . Catherine Dempsey. 10 minutes. Died 2 February 19 . Teresa Keane. 10 weeks. Died 19 March 19 . arbara O’Connell. One year and
five months. Died May 19 . Francis Gabriel Kennedy. 1 months. Died May 19 . May Frances urns. Five months. Died 11 May 19 . Joseph Kearney. 20 hours. Died June 19 . Margaret O’Connor. Two days. Died 1 July 19 . Mary Teresa Coone. Three months. Died 20 August 19 .
Eli abeth McCarthy. Four hours. Died 2 August 19 . Mary Ann Fennell. ine weeks, three days. Died 2 September 19 . atrick Joseph Kenneally. Eight weeks. Died 1 September 19 . John O’Driscoll. Four weeks. Died 1 October 19 . Agatha Walshe. Three weeks. Died 2 October 19 .
hilomena owlett. Two months. Died 2 October 19 . 1 4 Kevin Dalton. Six weeks. Died 1 April 19 . atrick Kirwan. 1 weeks. Died 1 May 19 . atrick Joseph Griffin. Eight weeks. Died 22 May 19 . Eli abeth Murphy. Three days. Died 1 June 19 . Joseph Carroll. Seven weeks. Died
June 19 . Margaret Mc amara. ine weeks. Died 1 June 19 . Richard Tobin. Five months. Died 1 June 19 . Thomas Collins. 10 weeks. Died 20 June 19 . Thomas arry. 12 weeks. Died 2 June 19 . orah olland. 12 weeks. Died July 19 . Angela Dollard. Seven weeks. Died 2 July
19 . rigid Shannon. Three weeks. Died 12 August 19 . Ann rown. ine months. Died 21 August 19 . Oliver Kelly. Seven weeks. Died 21 August 19 . Josephine Moore. Four months. Died 2 August 19 . Mary rigid O’Sullivan. 1 weeks. Died 2 August 19 . Mary arry. Two months. Died
1 October 19 . hilip Cunningham. 10 weeks. Died 2 October 19 . Eugene oward. One month. Died December 19 . Kevin oward. Five weeks. Died 11 December 19 . 1 4 Andrew O’Shea. 10 weeks. Died 2 February 19 . rigid Curran. Four months. Died 2 June 19 . Mary
Teresa allahan.
hours. Died 29 September 19 . Mary Eli abeth Canty. Four months. Died 1 September 19 . Matthew McCarthy. 11 weeks. Died December 19 . Joseph O’Mahony. 1 days. Died 1 December 19 . Mary ora O’Mahony. 11 days. Died 22 December 19 . 1 4
Margaret O’Sullivan. Four days. Died 2 February 19 9 John Wallace. 1 months. Died April 19 9. Anthony Ryan. Three-and-a-half years. Died 22 April 19 9. Denis O’Sullivan. Seven days. Died 1 July 19 9. Adrian artnett. Three months. Died 12 August 19 9. Christopher Maloney. Eight weeks.
Died 1 August 19 9. Anthony arry. Five weeks. Died 2 August 19 9. James Finn. One day. Died 2 ovember 19 9. 1 50 William Gleeson. Three months. Died 19 January 19 0. Emily Liston. Six weeks. Died 19 June 19 0. Anthony urke. Five months. Died
ovember 19 0. 1 51 atrick
O’Connell. Four months. Died 1 January 19 1. Thomas agle. 21 months. Died February 19 1. Michael Mulligan. Two years and five months. Died February 19 1. atrick Anthony Riordan. 20 hours. Died 10 July 19 1. Kieran Desmond.
minutes. Died 22 ovember 19 1. 1 52 Margaret
Statham. Two days. Died 29 June 19 2. John Joseph Fit gerald. One day. Died 20 ovember 19 2. 1 53 John Oliver O’Callaghan. Three days. Died 20 ovember 19 . 1 54 Joseph Andre Crowley. 1 days. Died 1 March 19 . atrick Joseph Moloney. One day. Died 1 ovember 19 .
1 55 Donal Anthony O’Donovan. Seven weeks. Died June 19 . Mary McGarry. One-and-a- uarter hours. Died 1 ovember 19 . 1 5 Gerard Anthony Ring. 2 days. Died 1 March 19 . Mary Christina McGrath. Four hours. Died 21 April 19 . Michael Finbarr urley. 20 hours and 20
minutes. Died August 19 . 1 5 Kevin Kelleher. 1 hours. Died 12 May 19 . atricia Josephine O’Keeffe. Three months. Died 20 July 19 . 1 5 Joseph Kieran Sullivan. 10 days. Died 1 March. 19 . Joseph Mary Delaney. 1 hours. Died 20 March 19 . Gerard Majella Fit patrick. 1 days.
Died 1 May 19 . nfant McCabe. 20 minutes. Died July 19 . Michael Joseph Morey. Eight days. Died 1 August 19 . Mary Kerins. Three months. October 19 . Michael Christopher ealy. 1 days. Died 1 December 19 . 1 5 Ann eronica Finn. One day. Died 2 March 19 9. incent
Joseph Finn. Two days. Died 2 March 19 9. Se n Anthony Kelly. Three days. Died 1 May 19 9. Monica Frawley 2 days. Died 2 October 19 9. nfant Lynn. Five hours. Died 2 ovember 19 9. 1 0 Martin Connell. One-and-a-half days. Died 11 February 19 0. John Martin O’Leary. 10
minutes. Died 1 May 19 0. Michael Joseph Green. 2 hours. Died 1 May 19 0. Kevin McGillicuddy. 10 weeks. Died 21 May 19 0. Anne Marie Lowney. Seven hours. Died 19 June 19 0. Mary hilomena Kivlehan. Two days. Died 2 June 19 0. Dominic Kelly. 11 hours. Died 1 August 19 0. William
Gerard Walsh. One month. Died 2 December 19 0. 1 1 Joseph Anthony O’ rien. 1 hours. Died 1 January 19 1. nfant Doolaghty. 12 hours. Died April 19 1. 1 2 Denis Martin Mul ueen. One day. Died 19 March 19 2. James atrick igginbotham. One day. Died 9 June 19 2. 1 3
Gerard Martin Guerin. Five hours. Died 20 February 19 . David John Darnell. Two days. Died 1 March 19 . atrick Joseph O’Callaghan. 22 hours. Died April 19 . 1 4 Josephine Coffey. Eight days. Died 1 March 19 . Edward O’Sullivan. Five-and-a-half months. Died 2 May 19 .
Josephine M rennan. Seven hours and minutes. Died September 19 . Thomas Joseph Kiernan. Six days. Died 1 October 19 . Audrey Mary urley. Two years. Died 2 ovember 19 . 1 5 Christopher O’Mahony. Six months. Died September 19 . Maria McMahon. Six weeks. Died
20 October 19 . 1
Thomas Murphy. 1 hours and 10 minutes. Died 2 September 19 . 1
atrick O’Donnell. Eight weeks. Died 10 December 19 . Francis O’Connor. One month. Died 11 December 19 . 1
Ann Rose O’ rien. Three months. Died 1 February 19 . Marie Dunne.
John ayes. 2 hours. Died 1 August 19 9. Rosemary White. One day. Died 9 September 19 9. Michelle Clarke. 0 minutes. Died 1 September 19 9. Martha Dawn. 2 hours. Died 21 October 19 9. aul
One day. Died 1 May 19 . Ann Marie Dunne. Three days. Died 20 May 19 . 1
oulihan. ine hours and
minutes. Died 29 October 19 9. 1 0 hilip aul O’. Two days. Died January 19 0. Se n atrick W. Three months. Died 11 May 19 0. Thomas W. Three hours and 0 minutes. Died 1 September 19 0. 1 1 aul . 10 minutes. Died 1 June 19 1. Rosarie O’.
Days. Died 10 October 19 2. 1 3
Seven-and-a-half weeks. Died 1 October 19 1. 1 2 Michael C. 1 days. 19 February 19 2. Joseph F. 20 minutes. Died May 19 2. Antonio M. 12 hours and 0 minutes. Died 2 May 19 2. Evelyn O’Gorman. 20 minutes. Died 2 June 19 2. John M.
David O’. Two weeks. Died 1 January 19 . Frances O’. days. Died 0 July 19 . 1 4 David . 1 hours and minutes. Died 2 February 19 . Christopher T. 9 days. Died 1 May 19 . Mary Teresa M. ine days. Died October 19 . 1 5 Denis John D. Four months. Died 22 January
19 . John Kevin G. One day, 20 hours, minutes. Died 29 April 19 . Dominic enry . 11 hours, minutes. Died 9 August 19 . Mary O’. 20 hours, 1 minutes. Died 12 ovember 19 . nfant . Male. One hour, 20 minutes. Died 21 December 19 . 1
Anne Maria . Seven weeks. Died
Maurice F. 1 hours
minutes. Died 19 January 19 . nfant O’. Female. One hour and
minutes. Died 2 February 19 . 1
Stephen J W. Two months. Died 2
1 March 19 . Male C. Two hours, 1 minutes. Died 1 April 19 . eter Anthony O’.
days. Died 9 June 19 . 1
January 19 . Fergal M. Eight months. Died 1 January 19 . Michael C. Four months. Died 2 June 19 . Finbarr O’. Two days. Died 2 July 19 . nfant C. Male. Two months. Died 2 December 19 . 1
Gerard M. One-and-a- uarter hours. Died September 19 9. 1 0 nfant F.
Male. Three days. Died 22 January 19 0. John F. Eight days. Died 1 May 19 0. nfant . Female. One day. Died 1 August 19 0. 1 2 Anthony C. Five minutes. Died March 19 2. 1 3 arry K. Four months. Died April 19 . Kathy S. Ten minutes. Died 2 April 19 . 1
Fionnuala
nfant K. Female. Three hours, 2 minutes. Died October 19 . 1
Leona . Three weeks, five days. Died 10 July 19 9. 1 0 aula M. One year, two months. Died 2 January 1990. 1 4 oei . Two days. Died 10 August 199 .
Mary O’. 1 hours, 2 minutes. Died 22 June 19 . 1

May they rest in peace
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Intro

Who?
The Who - who is the story about.
Gardai believe the murdered man was Joe Bloggs,
from the inner city. Bloggs was a career criminal
who was one of the main importers of cocaine into
the country.

Why?
The Why – vital background information
Bloggs had survived an attempt on his life last
year and was, according to sources, ‘a dead man
walking’ after double crossing his former partner
in crime.

Where?
The Where – give more details of the attack.
Bloggs was just passing the entrance of HMV
when a hooded man approached and pulled a gun
from his jacket pocket, according to eyewitness
accounts.
In this case, you would use plenty of quotations,
what people saw, what they heard, what they did,
what happened next.

The golden rule is
KISS — keep it short
and simple

Who

Who it happened to

When

Exact details
of when it
happened

Try this
Choose any news story in a newspaper/news
website that you consider to be a good news story
and try and work out why you think it’s good.
It does not have to be an article about something
of cosmic importance: it can be about something
small and local, as long as you are sure it will be
of interest.
Remember: short paragraphs, active verbs, plain
but strong use of language.
If the story is about a row that’s going on
somewhere, try to give both (all sides) a fair crack
of the whip, without expressing your own view.
Write it so that anything that’s less important
comes in at the end of the story, and the most
important fact is right at the top.
Try and find out something that is really fresh and
new, perhaps in your own locality
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Writing styles

It’s quite common for journalists to be told by someone that they want to pursue a career
in journalism’. It might be a student like you reading this saying “I want to be a journalist!
And it’s also not uncommon to hear someone say: ‘I want to be a journalist because I love
writing and I’m good at English’.
Being able to write well is obviously a critical skill, but the ability to weave word magic is
required to a greater extent in some categories of journalism than it is in others. Because
journalism is a house of many rooms where writing style for a news reporter is very
differ ent to what’s required of a colour or feature writer.
Ask any editor if the most important attribute a news reporter should have is a ‘nose’ for
a story and the ability to get it, or the talent to write like an angel, the answer is always
going to be the former. Equally, to capture significan t moments or events and bring them
to life in a compelling way for readers demands a very differ ent writing style.
Here are some examples of different writing styles in newspaper coverage of journalist
Lyra McKee’s murder in Derry in April 2019.
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REVULSION AT REPORTER’S
MURDER

I’VE LOST
THE LOVE
OF MY LIFE

Lyra’s partner
leads tributes
By GARY MENEELY

THE heartbroken girlfriend
of
murdered journalist Lyra
McKee
yesterday said of the shooting
killed her: “It’s left me without that
the
love of my life.”
Brave Sara Canning paid
tribute
to her partner at a vigil hours
after the killing at the
Derry riots which
shocked the world.
Lyra, 29, was
struck in the
head
by
a
Continued on
Page Five

Shot dead . . .
Lyra. Left, with
girlfriend Sara

News
A news story is all about the facts. In
an era of ‘fake news’, the old saying
“Comment is free, facts are sacred”, has
never been more important.
A news story should, first and foremost, be
written clearly and get straight to the point,
giving the reader all the most important
facts available at that time. It’s not the place
for literary flourishes or embroidery. It
should instead concentrate on ticking the 5
W boxes and one H:
What (happened)

As more details emerged, Lyra was identified
as the victim and a clearer picture of what
had happened began to form, as the Irish
Mirror outlined under the headline:

Journalist, 29, killed in Derry
‘terrorist’ shooting incident
named as Lyra McKee

THE IRISH TIMES
WEEKEND

irishtimes.com
Saturday and Sunday,
April 20 and 21, 2019
¤3.20 (incl. VAT)
£2.10 Northern Ireland.

A new-look

Ticket

The Irish
The woman who was shot dead in Derry
CHAMPIONS
CUPRUGBY
chocolate
SEMI-FINALS
on Thursday night has been named as
SPECIAL
makers
Sports
Weekend
Magazine
29-year-old Lyra McKee.
The freelance journalist had recently
moved to Derry from Belfast with her
partner. Trouble flared in the Creggan
Freya
part of the city as the PSNI came under
McClements
attack from crowds.
Lyra was rushed to hospital in a police
Land Rover but was later pronounced
dead.
Police said a number of shots were
fired. Authorities believe the shooting
was carried out by a “violent dissident
republican”. The PSNI are treating the
shooting as a terrorist incident and have
launched a murder enquiry.
Assistant Chief Constable for District
Policing Mark Hamilton said: “Lyra McKee
New cancer drugs ‘could cost State up to ¤500m’
was murdered during orchestrated
violence in Creggan last night.
“A single gunman fired shots in a
residential area of the city and as a result
wounded Ms McKee. Officers quickly
Sports
Business
World
Home
Weather
Weekend
Today
News
News
administered first aid before transporting
her in the back of a Land Rover to
hospital. Tragically she died from her
injuries.
“At this stage we believe her murder
was carried out by a violent dissident
republican. Our thoughts are very much with
the family and friends of Ms McKee who was a
journalist based in Belfast.”

‘Lyra’s death must not be in vain’

in your six-section
Weekend edition

inDerry

When (did it take place)
Who (was involved)
Where (did it take place)
Why (did it happen) and
How (did it happen)?
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Coverage of Lyra McKee’s murder during
riots in Derry on the night of April 18 last
follows a familiar pattern: moving from
short breaking-news reports to followup news stories with different angles, to
editorial commentary, news analysis, and
feature/colour writing aimed at capturing
the poignancy and emotion of the young
journalist’s death.
In an early breaking news story from the
Irish Independent:
“A 29-year-old woman has died after shots
were fired in Derry, sparking condemnation
by politicians across the divide. Police in
Northern Ireland have launched a murder
inquiry after the ‘terrorist incident’ in the
Creggan area of the city amid unrest on
Thursday evening”.

Political leaders
unite to condemn
shooting of journalist
during riots in city

Journalist Lyra McKee was full
of hope – about her new home
in Derry, about her love for her
partner, Sara, and about the
future.
“Here’s to better times
ahead and saying goodbye to
bombs and bullets once and for
all,” she wrote on her Twitter
feed in recent months.
On Thursday night, one of
those bullets killed her. The
29-year-old journalist was shot
during rioting in the Creggan
area of the city; she died shortly
afterwards.
The Police Service of
Northern Ireland (PSNI) has
begun a murder inquiry, and
said it is being treated as a
terrorist incident.
Her partner, Sara Canning,
choked back tears as she told a
rally in Creggan that Lyra’s
death “must not be in vain”.
“Our hopes and dreams, her
amazing potential was snuffed
out by a single barbaric act,”
she said. “This cannot stand.
Her legacy will live on in the
light that she’s left behind.”
Police cordons were lifted
late yesterday, and people left
flowers at the scene.
Assistant Chief Constable
Mark Hamilton said the main
line of investigation is that the
dissident republican grouping
the New IRA was responsible.
The same group was blamed for
the car bomb that exploded outside the courthouse in January.

planning attacks in this city and
we were looking for munitions
and firearms that we believe
may be about to be used across
the Easter weekend,” he said.
“We were in Creggan
carrying out a search operation
and a public order situation
developed in Fanad Drive.
“This public order situation
Here’s to
saw over 50 petrol bombs
better times
thrown at police, two cars
hijacked and set on fire and ahead and saying
then, unfortunately, at 11 goodbye to bombs
o’clock last night a gunman
once
bullets
and
appeared and fired a number of
shots towards police.” Ms McK- and for all – Lyra
ee was standing near a police ve- McKee on Twitter
hicle and was fatally wounded.
Ms McKee was taken to Altshots and
nagelvin hospital and died firing a number of
up bullet
shortly afterwards. The PSNI another man picking
said she was not working as a casings from the ground.
A 30-year-old man has been
journalist when she was shot.
Searchoperation
includThe shots were fired with a charged with offences
He said police had mounted a
not re- ing disorderly behaviour and
search operation in Derry handgun and police did
televi- throwing a firework.
before the murder on Thursday turn fire. Closed-circuit
Ms McKee, who was from
what
night. “We believed that violent sion footage shows
man Belfast, had moved to Derry to
dissident republicans were appears to be a masked

PAUL CULLEN
Health Editor

It could cost the State up to
¤500 million to provide public
patients with wider access to
innovative cancer therapies in
the same way health insurer
VHI has for private patients.
Prof Michael Barry, who is
charged with assessing the
cost-effectiveness of medicines
for the State, originally
estimated the cost of wider
access to the drugs for

Most areas warm, dry and
sunny after early mist clears.
Highs of up to 22 degrees in
light, variable winds.
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earlier-stage cancer patients at
¤100 million.
Now, however, he says the
number of indications covered
by the VHI initiative is 13, and
not three, as appeared the case
when news of the company’s decision emerged last weekend.
Consequently, the cost to the
State of replicating the move
could be as high as ¤500 million over five years, estimates
Prof Barry, clinical director of
the National Centre for
Pharmacoeconomics (NCPE).

be with her partner, Ms
Canning. An editor with
California-based news site
Mediagazer, she was named
one of Forbes magazine’s 30
under 30 in media in 2016. She
had signed a publishing deal
with Faber & Faber and her
book The Lost Boys was due for
publication in 2020.
She tweeted a picture of the
disturbances shortly before she
was killed, with the caption:
“Derry tonight. Absolute
madness.”
Last night several thousand
people gathered at rallies in
Creggan and in the centre of
Derry to show their solidarity
with Ms McKee and her friends
and family.
Among them was the DUP
leader Arlene Foster, who was
applauded when she told the
crowd this was her first visit to
Creggan. “I came today to stand
in solidarity with all of the people who are here today. I want
to say, your pain is my pain.

The VHI wrote last week to
oncologists saying it would give
wider access to drugs including
Pembrolizumab, for stagethree melanoma, and Pertuzumab for patients with earlystage breast cancer. This is
seen as disrupting the
traditional equality of access
for public and private patients.
Prof Barry says the change
raises questions of equity.
However, the wider access will
apply only to VHI patients in
private hospitals, and not to pri-

Tuam:GalwayCounty
Councilsaysitis
co-operatingwiththe
investigationintothe
mother-and-baby
home,despitecriticism
bycommission:page 6

Robberies:Four
moreATMshavebeen
stolen,twoinCoMeath
andtwoinCoAntrim:
page4

Muellerreport:
Democratshave
demandedtosee
RobertMueller’s
evidenceasthey
considerthefindings
ofhisreport:page11

“It doesn’t matter whether
you’re a Catholic or a
Protestant, or whether you
identify as Irish or British,
when people come out with
guns to shoot people from their
own community then we have
to say enough is enough.”
Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou
McDonald addressed those
present while holding a
rainbow flag “for Lyra”.
“I say to those who
perpetrated this gross act of
violence against the people of
Derry and the people of Ireland
– and I say this as a republican
who will proudly stand on
Easter Sunday and celebrate
our tradition – I say to those
people that your time is over,
that your time is up.”

vate patients insured by VHI being treated in public hospitals.
Minister for Health Simon
Harris has described it as a commercial decision. He was not
told in advance that the Stateowned health insurer intended
to provide wider access for its
subscribers to some cancer
drugs that can not be availed of
by public patients. “How could
the Minister not have known
this letter was coming when the
Government is the main
stakeholder in VHI?” Dr Derek

from left) holds a rainbow
flag at a vigil on Fanad Drive in
the Creggan area of Derry,
near where her partner,
Lyra McKee (inset), was
killed on Thursday night.
Beside her are Mary Lou
McDonald, president of Sinn
Féin; the Rt Rev Ken Good,
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe;
and Arlene Foster, leader
of the DUP. PHOTOGRAPH:
MARGARET MCLAUGHLIN

News and reaction,
page 2
Susan McKay, page 3
Denis Bradley, page 13
Editorial comment,
page 15

Power, an oncologist at Cork
University Hospital, asked.
Laya Healthcare and Irish
Life Health, two other health
insurers in the market, say they
have no plans to follow VHI.
Before drugs are approved
for public patients they must be
assessed by the NCPE. While
assessments are completed
within months, the process of
approving new drugs, or new
applications for existing drugs,
is often subject to long delays
within the HSE.

Cycling:SamBennett
clockedupanotherfine
performanceonstage
fourofthePresidential
TourofTurkey
yesterday,tofurther
extendhislead.

KatieTaylor:The
boxer’scompany
hasaccruedcash
reservesofmorethan
¤1.5million:page17

Soccer:LeedsUnited’s
promotionhopeshad a
majorsetbackaftera
shock2-1defeatathome
to10-manWigan.

27, 32, 39, 42.
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Still
renovating
afterall
theseyears:
Ahome
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ofaformer
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Sisters
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andLisa
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talk
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OUR VIEW

HATRED
BEHIND
HORROR

PARTIES HAVE THE POWER

Back the Backstop
BE BRAVE: Mary Lou McDonald
(left) and Arlene Foster with
Naomi Long and Gregory
Campbell at vigil for Lyra in
Derry’s Creggan estate on Friday

150 Saoradh mem

Up to 150 men
and women in military
fatigues, their
faces covered
by berets and
sunglasses, paraded
outside
the GPO.
Saoradh, which
a mouthpiece for denies it is
the
issued a self-servin New IRA,
g statement
within 12 hours
of Ms McKee’s
murder, blaming
it on “Crown
Forces”.

Bloodshed

GARDAI are on alert for tunnels of cannabis plants dug into forests after rumbling
one in Co Monaghan. Drug dealers be
warned: Spliff you go down to the woods
today, you may be in for a big surprise.

Out of control
hospital costs
are staggering
NEW leaked documents reveal the
spiralling cost of the National
Children’s Hospital is set to smash
the €2 billion barrier.

For a project that was budgeted to cost
under half a billion it is a truly staggering figure.
Now the outgoing manager of the
hospital has expressed fears that no one
will want to oversee the project for fear of
being hauled in front of a Dail committee
and ripped to shreds for being linked to
the controversial building.
But surely the reverse could also be
true? Would someone not want to be the
person to take credit for bringing this
runaway train back under control?
l This publication supports
the work of the Press
Council of Ireland and our
staff operate within the
Code of Practice for
journalists in Ireland. You
can obtain a copy of the
code at www.presscouncil.ie
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bers parade outsi

Maeve Sheehan

A blood-splattered statue of Jesus Christ
stands in a church amid the carnage of Sri
Lanka’s Bloody Easter Sunday.
Religious extremists chose the most
sacred places on the most sacred day to
massacre Christians and tourists in their
hundreds.
It followed a weekend when Ireland was
also plunged back into the darkness of a
violent past.
Religious and sectarian hatred were at
the heart of much of the horror we have
witnessed from Derry to Sri Lanka.

WEED IN WOODS

S1

Republicans
stage march
after murder
de GPO

THE political
republican
group that issued
a statement
absolving the
“IRA volunteer” who shot
Lyra McKee
marched on
the streets of
Dublin within
48 hours of her
murder.

IT’S an image that captures the
horror and hate that at times seems
to have overwhelmed the world
this weekend.

While it can seem impossible to find hope
among the bloodshed and the madness, we
have to seek to go on and find a pathway
back to peace and understanding — if only
to honour those whose lives were so brutally
taken on Holy Thursday and Easter Sunday.
T hat mea ns t a l k i n g a nd t r y i n g to
understand what fuels the hate.
The North’s politicians can make a start
by simply going back to the job they are
paid to do at Stormont.
It would be the best tribute they could pay
to murdered journalist Lyra McKee. And it
would offer a glimmer of resurrection after
a bleak and hate-filled Easter.

6 NEWS

Take your seats
TWO STEPS D.U.P. AND S.F. MUST TAKE
THE top cop investigating
Lyra McKee’s murder has
detected a “sea change”
in people’s reaction.

And he’s hoping that some will
now come forward and help
solve this outrageous crime.
Let’s hope he’s right — but
history’s against him.
There’ve been many times in
the past when we thought that
surely, things will change now,
following yet another horrendous loss of innocent life.
We thought that surely the
men and women of violence
would call a halt following the
Claudy bombing in 1972 or the
deaths of the Maguire children
in 1976 which started the Peace
People or the massacre at the
cenotaph in Enniskillen in 1987
or the slaughter in Omagh in
1998.

Outrage

But the killing continued.
Outrage alone does not change
those hell-bent on ramming
their idealism down other’s people’s throats — even if it chokes
them.
What really works is making
politics work for people.
And that’s yet to happen in the
North following the Good
Friday Agreement. We have the
peace but not the prosperity.
Or as Lyra McKee so eloquently put it: “We were the Good
Friday Agreement generation,

TERRY

terry.mcgeehan@thestar.ie

mcgeehan

No-Surrender-Not-an-Inch,
destined to never witness the
mind-numbing mantra that gets
horrors of war but to reap the
us nowhere apart from round
spoils of peace. The spoils just
and round in ever-vicious
never seemed to reach us.”
circles.
But if the DUP and
Instead embrace the
Sinn Fein really
backstop which will
want to try now to
likely never be
deliver the
needed simply
spoils, following
because the
Lyra’s murder,
DUP have
there’s one
accepted it and
thing that
voted for the
each party
withdrawal
can do to
agreement.
isolate the
This one
godfathers
change by the
and really
DUP will signal
show they’re
that a new, genuserious about
ine consensus
change.
The DUP can
politics has now
MURDERED:
stop playing sectaribeen adopted — and
Lyra McKee
an politics with Brexit
gone is the old stubborn,
blinkered, partisan politics.
and drop its opposition to the
backstop that guarantees
It would be a seismic alterathere’ll be no hard border.
tion for unionism and it would
In the name of Lyra, just stop
utterly transform the entire
it. Stop the grandstanding, the
Brexit scenario for the better.
gallery-waving, the same old
And Sinn Fein can do the
unthinkable, the impossible, the
sad knee-jerk reaction, the

unprecedented, the
earth-shattering.
It can choose between not con-testing the next Westminster
elections — or contesting them
and taking their seats.
No more this one-leg-in-oneleg-out horn-pipe that’s just a
hypocritical mockery of parliamentary politics.
If Sinn Fein’s going to compromise its principles in the
first place by contesting British
mainstream elections, then it
may as well go the full hog and
stop this half-way house farce.
Republicans have surprised
the world before.

Weapons

It was no small decision for SF
to take their seats in the Dail or
to explore paths to peace at the
height of the Troubles or to take
part in the Good Friday
Agreement talks or to back
decommissioning of IRA weapons. This too can be done.
And this too can have enormous far-reaching positive
consequences for Brexit while
also rendering redundant the
bitter men and women of
violence.
Lyra McKee did not live long
enough to see the spoils of
peace. But the DUP and Sinn
Fein can now help to ensure
that others do. It’s time for
Arlene and Mary Lou to brave
up.

Comment

Comment can take the form of a
newspaper editorial or it can be the
personal opinion of a journalist or
contributor.
Here is The Irish Daily Star’s editorial
comment on Lyra’s murder.
Her killers are cowards, purporting to act
in the name of some warped ideology.
They are the enemies of peace, who
offer nothing but evil in a society badly
in need of good. Lyra’s death makes
the squabbling over Stormont and the
stubbornness and disagreements which
have kept it closed seem insignificant.
It was good to see the party leaders
together at last, rightly condemning the
gunmen yesterday. But there’s a bitter
taste that it took the death of a fine young
journalist to bring them side by side…..
And the last words of her final tweet seem
a fitting way to describe the manner of her
passing. Absolute madness.
Note the different writing style in this
Irish Times’ editorial comment following
Lyra’s funeral:
Delivering the homily at the ecumenical
funeral service for Lyra McKee, Fr Martin
Magill captured the public mood with
pinpoint accuracy when he expressed the
hope that her death will not have been
in vain and could even contribute to the
building of peace.
But his message was at its most searing
when he commended the North’s political
leaders for joining together in Creggan
in Derry on Good Friday to express their
horror at her killing. To a standing ovation
from the congregation, he then asked
bluntly: “Why in God’s name does it take
the death of a 29-year-old woman with
her whole life in front of her to get to this
point?” Why indeed?

Yesterday the group’s
chairman and spokesper
son, Brian
Kenna, hit out
at the “irresponsible PSNI
who went into
a nationalist area
on
night and provokedThursday
a young
community”.
Fine Gael senator
Neale
Richmond said
Saoradh had
“no place on the
streets of the
capital”.

RAID: The scene

of an ATM robbery

in Kells

THE ATM CRIME
BACK TO LYRA’S SPREE THAT LINKS
SUSPECTED KILLER
S

THE dissident republican
suspected of being
movement that
harboured
behind
ATM thefts in Co
the suspected murderers
Cavan and
Co Monaghan.
Lyra McKee is profiting of
from
and facilitating
Around the same
the recent
as the Kells robberies,time
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‘The North is
rudderless as
it faces the
uncertainty
of Brexit’
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Analysis

Newspaper analysis goes beyond the
immediate facts of a news story and
places them in a broader and deeper
context, assessing and evaluating their
wider meaning and impact beyond the
immediacy of a specific event.
This Sunday Independent analysis looked
at the context and political background
to the killing, under the headline and
stand-first:
Gunshots send echoes through the void of
a divided society.
The murder of Lyra McKee has united
politicians, but more conciliation is needed
in North’s fractured society.
The reality, however, is that dissident
republicans are just one sometimes deadly
aspect of what is still a fractured society.
They are feeding on the void that has seen
Northern Ireland rudderless at a time when
it is facing the uncertainty of Brexit.
The same politicians who stood united to
condemn the murder of Lyra McKee are also
the same politicians who are hopelessly
divided. Divided to such an extent that they
can’t agree on any aspect of Brexit, the Irish
Language Act, prosecutions in relation to
killings during the Troubles ...and so on,
and on.

4

Feature/Colour

A colour piece strives to capture an
event in words in a way that brings
it alive for the reader. Where a news
story is hard fact-driven, colour paints
vivid pictures.
Here’s an excerpt from an Irish Examiner
front page feature in the days after Lyra’s
death.
Lyra and I, in our late 20s, are what she
called ‘ceasefire babies’.
I started my life where Lyra’s ended. My
mammy was born in a house not 200 yards
from where Lyra was killed.
I went to my first disco, and subsequently
saw my first riot, on the streets where those
scattered shots rang out on Thursday.
After the Easter holidays, children will walk
to school along that road, life seemingly
returning to normal, as the people of Derry
steel their nerves once again in the face of
unspeakable tragedy.
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News

Tutorial

HOW TO CONDUCT
AN INTERVIEW
An interview is one of the best sources of news.
Talking to someone, asking questions, asking the right
questions is a great way of eliciting information.
Some of the best, most informative and interesting
stories have come from interviews.
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1) The more you do your
homework in advance, the
easier it will be.

5) Note taking
Make sure you take down the details correctly.
Not much good if you can’t read your writing afterwards!
If you plan to record (either audio or video) the interview make sure
the device is working properly, you have enough storage room and
battery power.

Find out as much as possible about the person you are interviewing
in advance - your background knowledge will tell your subject you
are really interested in their story.

6) Listen

2) Be ready

You’re there to listen, not to talk. Let them do the talking and then
make sure you gather plenty of quotes.

Try to anticipate what kind of story you will end up with. You should
know what to expect from the interview, but keep an open mind
in case there’s a different story - a better angle - or a second story.

7) Wrap up
Just before you leave, make sure you’ve asked all your questions
and covered all the topics.
Then ask the “bucket question” - “Is there anything else you feel I
should know / you would like to tell me”?
Get a phone number, in case you need to double check any details
later.

3) Key questions
• Write down your questions in advance.
• Have an idea of what information you want to get - that should
help you frame your questions.
• Make sure you cover all the key areas you want to talk about.
• Be realistic - there’s no point asking 50 questions, if you only have
time, or room in your article, for 10.
• Work out the timing - how long your questions will take to ask,
how long the interviewee will allow you.
• Don’t be afraid to ask about the time in advance - nothing
worse than turning up only to discover that the person you are
interviewing has only 10 minutes to talk.
• Be interesting - if you ask boring questions, you’ll get boring
answers.

8) Read it
Always read what you write. Make sure the transcript of your
interview makes sense, reads well, is accurate and a fair reflection
of the interview.

4) Be right
Check and double check every detail. If the answer is not clear, or
you don’t understand it, don’t be afraid to ask it again.
Check the spelling of names, addresses and other unusual details don’t presume you know. It would be a pity to get personal or other
details wrong because you didn’t take time to check.

Make sure you take
down the details
correctly.
Not much good if you
can t read your writing
afterwards!

'
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Digital Media
Since the advent of the internet, our means
of communication have greatly expanded,
completely transforming the world of news.
The digital era has introduced an instantaneous
way of accessing news, often through news
snippets online or through social media
channels. This means at every second there are
multiple news channels providing users with
instant news feeds.
The news publishing industry has always
been innovative and dynamic and today’s
newspaper publishers have evolved from
daily print publishers to 24/7 news providers.
Content is being delivered to readers faster
than ever, and news publishers have embraced
technologies and innovations that allow them
provide greater value to the reader.
Every Irish newspaper has their own news
website or multiple websites which offer

the same news as the printed newspaper
along with additional unique online content
including interactive content such as videos,
podcasts, live feeds, and breaking news.
Journalists across the newspaper publishing
industry have become tech-savvy and their
role is constantly evolving. In today’s web-first
approach, the main focus often is on breaking
news and getting those stories on the web as
fast as possible, on a 24-hour-a-day, 7-days-aweek news cycle. Some publications have set
up “continuous news desks” with dedicated
staffs that produce round-the-clock breaking
news for the web.
Along with constant innovation, traditional
news values must continue to be embraced
and celebrated: reporting, verifying, fact
checking and gathering eyewitness statements,
to enable news publishers’ core mission of
helping readers become informed citizens.

Social media has transformed
how news is gathered, read,
viewed, shared and circulated.
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For journalists and news
organisations, social networks
provide an opportunity for
connecting with people,
distributing news stories and
complementing news coverage
with feeds from social media

How Journalists
Use Social Media
• Today’s reporters use
social media to break news
stories, converse with
people and showcase
their stories
• News organisations all
have their own pages on
social networks, such as a
fan page on Facebook, and
use that to alert people to
important news stories
• Journalists regularly use
social networks to find
sources for stories, such as
eye witness reports during
major events

POPULAR
IRISH JOURNALISTS
ON TWITTER
@nicolatallantsw
Nicola Tallant, Crime
Journalist, Sunday World

@roisiningle
Columnist, The Irish Times

@AlanEnglish9
Alan English, Sunday
Independent Editor

@aoifegracemoore
Aoife Moore, Political
Correspondent,
Irish Examiner

@noriordan
Neil O’ Riordan, Chief
Sports Writer, The Irish Sun

@leeofthemail
Political Editor,
Mail on Sunday
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Features

Tutorial
What is a
feature?

Features can vary widely, from fashion to diet fads,
celebrity profiles to human interest stories. They
can accompany a news story, or in most cases
they have their own section in newspapers and
magazines.

How to write
a feature

It is a common style for journalists
to start a feature with a very graphic,
descriptive introduction to draw in
the reader, building the information
slowly but surely, and then round
it off nicely, letting the reader feel
satisfied that they know all they need
about the subject by the last line.
Some writers end lighter stories
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Whereas news is straight-up factual and strictly
structured, features are longer, more analytical and
softer focussed.

With a feature, once you catch the
reader’s attention from the start,
you can then build to the climax, or
the main point, and work around
that with descriptions or important
information on the topic.
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Maeve Sheeh

The main differences between a feature and a
news story are style and length.
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riting a feature affords
the journalist the luxury
to use more colourful,
descriptive language. In addition, a
feature story doesn’t have to follow
the conventional structure of a news
story, i.e. the most important part of
the story at the top of the article.
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Others finish with a technique of
referring back to the line at the
start and ‘tying it up nicely’.
As well as offering journalists a greater
range of writing styles, feature pages
also offer real scope to page designers.
Some of the best looking pages in
newspapers and magazines are often
the features pages because the design
rule book is thrown away.
The pages are meant to be colourful,
striking and controversial, firstly to
hook the reader, and secondly to
differentiate the features section from
other parts of the paper.
The hook for a feature is often a news
story - the story behind the story as it
were.

ROBERTFISK
THEFINEST
JOURNALIST
I’VEKNOWN
I had the honour of being married to Robert Fisk
for 12 years. In my opinion he was the finest
journalist of his generation

Lara Marlowe
inParis

T

he word “controversial” has
figured prominently in news
stories and obituaries since the
death of Robert Fisk. I dislike the
word, because it seems to imply
that Robert’s immense achievements are
in question. If Robert was controversial, it
was because he refused to conform. In nearly half a century as a journalist, which saw
him win numerous press awards and publish six books, he never followed the herd.
His judgments were intuitive, rapid and, in
my experience, invariably right. He could
not be cowed by criticism. He never
jumped on the bandwagon.
I had the honour of being married to Robert Fisk for 12 years. Between 1988 and
2003, we worked together on most of the
big news stories in the Middle East and Balkans. In my opinion, he was the finest journalist of his generation, one of the finest
ever. No one did journalism with greater

courage, dedication, determination and intelligence than Robert.
When Robert covered the Nato bombardment of Serbia from Belgrade in 1999,
he was accused of supporting Slobodan Milosevic. When he opposed the Anglo-American invasion of Iraq four years later, his enemies said he was a stooge for Saddam Hussein. His coverage of the Syrian civil war
since 2011 angered those who claimed he
was an apologist for Bashar al-Assad.
Robert did not praise or support any of
these dictators.
Many in Europe and the US idealised the
Syrian rebels at the beginning of the war.
Robert had a more nuanced vision. He was
proved right when many of the rebels
joined jihadist movements.
Robert’s first rule was to go there, be a
witness, even if it meant risking his life. He
scorned cliches, journalists who covered
the Middle East from afar, regurgitated the
line peddled by governments and diplomats, covered wars from hotel rooms.
Most of all, he condemned journalists who
did not care about the people they wrote
about.
Robert refused to choose sides. He knew
there are executioners and victims on both
sides of every civil war. British public
school, a difficult relationship with his father and the years he spent covering the
Troubles in Northern Ireland imbued him
with profound mistrust of authority. He
never accepted the official version. He sided instinctively with the underdog. He gave

voice to people who had none. That is what
made him a great journalist.
As a child, Robert saw Alfred Hitchcock’s Foreign Correspondent, in which a
US reporter tangles with Nazi agents in
pre-second World War Europe. He credited the story of the fearless reporter who triumphs over evil and gets the girl with making him want to be a journalist.
With self-deprecating humour, Robert
sometimes referred to himself as Scoop
Fisk. The tragedies of the modern Middle
East were so great that, more darkly, he
joked that he was mass graves
correspondent.

‘‘

InvasionofLebanon
As a young journalist in Paris, I followed
Robert’s award-winning coverage of the
1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon in the London Times. We met the following year,
when I was on a reporting trip to Damascus
for CBS News.
The Israeli invasion culminated in the
massacre of at least a thousand Palestinians by Christian militiamen allied with Israel in the Sabra and Chatila refugee camps.
Robert was haunted by this image, from his
report, published in the Faber Book of Reportage:
“To the right of us there was what appeared to be a small barricade of concrete
and mud. But as we approached it we found
a human elbow visible on the surface. A
large stone turned out to be part of a torso.
It was as if the bodies had been bulldozed to
the side of the laneway, as indeed they had.
A bulldozer – its driver’s seat empty – stood
guiltily just down the road.”
Life with Robert was often harrowing
and exhausting. It was never dull. Our first
three summers together were interrupted
by the shooting down of an Iranian passenger aircraft by the USS Vincennes in 1988,
the death of Ayatollah Khomeini in 1989,
and Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait
in 1990.
When Iran Air flight 655 was shot down,
we rushed to Dubai. We spent the entire
night driving to various Gulf ports in the
vain hope of chartering a boat to Bandar
Abbas, where the wreckage of the plane
and the bodies of most of the 290 victims
had been taken. As we straggled through
our hotel lobby the following morning,
someone shouted, “The Iranians are taking a press plane to Bandar Abbas.”
The corpses were lined up on the floor of
a cold storage warehouse, alongside piles
of body parts: limbs with limbs, organs with
organs. The Iranians then took the journalists to the local hotel for a kebab lunch,
which many of us refused. It was before mobile telephones. We had no way to file.
“Come with me,” Robert whispered. We

Robert
refused to
choose sides.
He knew
there are
executioners
and victims
on both
sides of
every
civil war

slipped into the switchboard operator’s
cubbyhole behind the reception desk. Robert handed the operator the telephone
number of the London Times copydesk
with a pleading look. He dictated most of a
front-page story, composing it in his head
as he went along, before someone pulled
the plug. His rivals were furious.
That night, the Iranians flew dozens of
western journalists who had made the trek
to Bandar Abbas back to Dubai. At the end
of our 48-hour excursion, most of us were
exhausted.
While others slept, Robert slipped
through the cockpit door and took the co-pilot’s seat. We were on the first Iranian aircraft to repeat the trajectory of the doomed
flight. The pilot told him, in perfect English, how the transponder worked and why
the US warship had not been able to communicate with the civilian aircraft.
The Americans had panicked, the pilot
concluded. Back in Dubai, Robert did more
interviews that strengthened that thesis.
Subsequent investigations proved he was
right. But the Murdoch-owned newspaper
wanted speculation about a civilian airliner
on a kamikaze mission.
I witnessed a furious telephone argument between Robert and his foreign editor, the beginning of the end of his long relationship with the Times of London. When
Robert announced the following year that
he was leaving for the London Independent, the editor of the Times invited him to
an expensive restaurant in Paris. “You are,
quite simply, Fisk of the Times,” the editor
said. Robert was polite, but firm.
Those who criticise Israel, including Robert, are often unfairly labelled as anti-Semitic. He travelled to Auschwitz in an ef-

fort to understand the carnage he wit- ■ Journalist
nessed in the Middle East. His master- Robert Fisk.
piece, Pity the Nation, begins with an evoca- ‘Robert refused to
tion of the Holocaust. He repeatedly told choose sides. He
Arabs that yes, the Holocaust really hap- knew there are
executioners and
pened. Yes, it was really six million.
When the Oslo peace accords between Is- victims on both
rael and the Palestinians were signed in sides of every
September 1993, we rushed to Jerusalem, civil war.’
where we shared a meal with my editors Below: Lara
from Time magazine. They believed peace Marlowe and
Robert Fisk in the
had broken out, and they were ebullient.
“Have you read the fine print?” Robert BBC office in
asked. The Israelis had more than 200 law- Sarajevo, under
yers working on the accord. Yasser Arafat shellfire,
and Ahmed Qurei were virtually alone. September 1992.
“This cannot work,” Robert predicted. PHOTOGRAPH:
“The Palestinians will get blamed for it.” MICK TSIKAS/EPA
Again, he was right.
Bombardment
Robert and I were with Irish Unifil officers
in southern Lebanon when the Israeli army
bombarded Fijian battalion headquarters,
where hundreds of Shia Muslim civilians
were sheltering during an Israeli assault in
April 1996. We arrived within minutes
upon a scene of utter horror. Several of the
survivors spoke of hearing and seeing an Israeli drone overhead at the time of the bombardment.
A Unifil officer, who was not Irish,
leaked a videotape of the drone to Robert.
It showed the Israelis could have watched
the massacre from the air as it took place.
His report made front-page headlines.
Robert never let go of a story. He went
back to Cana, and later to the scene of a
1999 Nato bombardment in Kosovo, to
reconstruct the life stories of those who
perished.
This week, those of us who loved Robert
tried to smile through our tears. His dear
friend Olivia O’Leary attended his funeral
on Monday. She told me this anecdote,
recounted by a former foreign editor of the
London Times: during the 1980s tanker
war in the Persian Gulf, Robert was
annoyed that a report he had risked his life
for was buried on the bottom of an inside
page. “I do not mind dying for the Times,”
he telexed London. “But please could it be
on the front page?”
Robert was eager to return to Beirut in
October but was persuaded to wait until
the pandemic eased. When he was hospitalised at St Vincent’s on October 30th,
Robert asked his wife Nelofer to tell his
editor he would file the following week.
Robert often asked people if they
believed in the afterlife. He said it jokingly,
to break the ice. If there was an afterlife, he
promised, he would be the first journalist
to file from there. I half expect to read his
report, any day now.
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I’m at the
end of my
tether, I’m
losing her
and I don’t
know how
to help her

EXCLUSIVE by MICHAEL DOYLE

THE mum of a 13-year-old
girl starving herself after
being called fat on social
media has begged for help
saying: “She’s dying in
front of my eyes.”

Dearbhla McCrave — who
told her mum all she wants is
to be pretty and skinny — is
being fed through a tube in
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital
in Drogheda with medics fearful she could slip into a coma
at any moment.

She had her phone seized last
week after making a TikTok video
from her hospital bed in which she
said: “Not recovering, only dying.”
Elizabeth
mum
Distraught
McCabe, from Dundalk, Co Louth,
says her child urgently needs to see
a psychologist but they can’t get in
touch with one and the hospital
doesn’t have any for children.
She’s terrified she’s about to lose
Dearbhla, who has taken an overdose, and has nowhere else to turn.
The emotional mum-of-four told
the Irish Sun: “I’m at the end of
my tether now, I don’t know what
to do because I’m losing her. She’s
literally dying in front of my eyes.
“She’s in Our Lady of Lourdes
fed
being
she’s
and
Hospital
through a tube, but they’re only
giving her enough calories to keep
her body functioning.
“The nursing staff there are absolutely amazing but they can’t send
her home. She could fall into a
coma at any moment such is the
seriousness of her condition.
“She needs to see a specialist
who can get inside her head and
find out what’s going on — but
there’s literally no one to see her
and Lourdes is not a mental health
hospital. She’s only a baby.”
Elizabeth, who has two autistic
children, including Dearbhla's twin
sister Cayla, said the problems all
started in February last year when
an anonymous person called her
daughter fat on Snapchat.
She added that following this,
Dearbhla's eating habits completely
transformed. Since then she has
deteriorated, resulting in major
mental health issues, regular hospital visits, a stint in child treatment
centre Linn Dara and an overdose.
Elizabeth explained: “Dearbhla is
such a beautiful child. She has
eight distinctions in musical theatre
and has so much going for her.
“And she hasn’t got a pick on
her, she’s beautiful but this has
affected her so much.
“It all started right at the
beginning of the pandemic, about
February of last year.
“After it she said she wanted to
be a vegetarian, then she went
vegan and then she stopped eating
altogether.
“There wasn’t any weight there to
begin with but she has literally
faded away. I’ve been in and out of
hospital with her for months. Then
she got a place in Linn Dara,
which is a specialist facility for
children in Dublin.
“She was in there for five weeks.
She found it very difficult, she selfharmed and I was told I’d be able
to take better care of her at home.
“She came home on a Sunday
night and the following Thursday
she overdosed.
“She was rushed back to Our
Lady of Lourdes, where she’s been
for over a week.
“In that time, she’s seen no psychologist and no psychiatrist and
that’s what she needs. She was
under a Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services consultant when
she was in Linn Dara.
“The hospital has been emailing
her and all she’s saying is she’s trying to see if there’s another place
for her in Linn Dara — when they
told me before that she would be
better off at home.
“Meanwhile, my daughter is dying
in front of my very eyes and I
don’t know what to do to try and
help her.”
that
revealed
also
Elizabeth
Dearbhla made a TikTok video
from her hospital bed last Sunday
night in which she said, “Not

hand to
aid your
recovery

She said,
‘all I want
is to be
pretty, be
skinny’

By AOIFE FINNERAN

Distraught mum . . . Elizabeth with daughter

MATTER OF
LIFE & DEATH
Dearbhla is fed through
tube to keep her going

Healthy and happy . . . teenager

are
disorders
EATING
psychological
complex
affect
that
disorders
every aspect of a person’s
functioning.
It’s estimated 188,895
people in Ireland will
experience an eating disorder at some point in
their lives, with approximately 1,757 new cases
each year in the 10-49
age group.
Treatment options vary
from patient to patient,
from self-help methods to
psychothercounselling,
apy, cognitive behavioural
therapy or recovery programmes in hospitals or
treatment centres.
Eating Disorders Association Bodywhys provides
resources to help young
people, parents, teachers
and carers deal with body
image issues. It also
offers a guide to healthier
social media usage.
The organisation states:
“If you find that time
online or on social media
is impacting in a negative
way, then it would be helpful to reflect on this and
consider how to change
your online behaviours to
support your well-being.
“It’s important to be
conscious of how content
online is affecting us and
to make changes to
support ourselves in a
positive way.
“It is important to try
to stay mindful when you
are online or using social
media. Notice how the
content you engage with
online is affecting you.
“Try to limit exposure
to content which is making you judge yourself
more harshly or which
like
feel
you
makes
changing yourself.”
l Bodywhys offers faceto-face and online support. Contact them on 01
210 7906 or bodywhys.ie.

before

LA,, 13, CALLED ‘FAT’ ON SOCIAL MEDIA
BHLA
ARBH
DEAR
lDE
lNOW A FEEDING TUBE IS KEEPING HER ALIVE
recovering, only dying”, which has
really distressed everyone.
She added: “Her phone was taken
off her in hospital after she made
this video.
“It has really upset everyone
because it’s clearly where her mind
is at and no one can do anything
to help her.
“The school contacted me about
this because a number of other
parents in the school had seen the
TikTok and were really concerned
about their own children.
“She had said to me that ‘all I
want is to be pretty, all I want is
to be skinny’.
“And she’s all those things any-

and treatments are tailored accordway — but that’s all she thinks ing to needs.”
about, it is awful that this has
Meanwhile Sinn Fein’s Mental
taken over her life.
spokesman Mark Ward said
“Her head is gone and I just Health
the main problem faced by people
don’t know what to do anymore.
with eating disorders is the
She needs help desperately.”
lack of services in their own
In a statement to the Irish
communities.
Sun, the HSE said: “The
He told the Irish Sun:
HSE cannot comment on
“When people receive treatindividual cases for privacy
ment for eating disorders, a
and patient confidentiality
lot can depend on where they
reasons.
live in terms of their access to
“However, the HSE is
services.
a
committed to providing
is
Dara
“Linn
family
and
a child
specialised facility for
service.
centred
children but it is in
are
cases
All
Dublin and nowhere
Concerns . . . TD Ward
assessed
needs

else in the country has something
that’s similar.
“When children are discharged,
they don’t have any after-treatment
care facilities in their own communities. Sadly, when this girl left
Linn Dara she overdosed. It’s a
common story and a vicious cycle.
“There are only three hospital
beds for adults with eating disorders in the country and they are
all in Dublin.
“This means that when that girl
turns 18, there are no services
really at all for her. There are
more beds for children with eating
disorders than there are for adults.
“We need to invest more in

mental health services and the
services for children and adults
with eating disorders.
“Overdosing is the most common
form of suicide attempt among
young people. I am in the early
stages of bringing something to
Government to try and limit the
access to drugs for young people.
“If a 13-year-old is in need of
such care and treatment at this
age, it increases the chances of her
requiring acute services when she
becomes an adult.
“We need to do more and invest
more to ensure the right services
are available across the country.”
@IrishSunOnline
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There will never be likes of him again
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, Dingle, Co. Kerry

(Ní bheidh a leithéad arís ann)
I stand with Violetta on the now empty
boat, the Lady Laura. The sky is clouded
over, the gulls fly high in search of
their next meal. There is an underlying
feeling of gloom in the air.
It has only been a few short months
since the bustling crowds jostled their
way onto ongoing boats. “You forgot
about everything when you spent time
with him” she says, reminiscing about
the few joyful years she spent with the
beloved dolphin of Dingle Bay.
Fungie brought so much more than
fame to the residents of Dingle, “People
would often ask how much money
Fungie made for Dingle,” Violetta smiles
wryly, “I would always say, it is better to
count how much joy and happiness he
brought for us. People were very happy
on the boat, you could see it in their
faces. Especially the kids.”
Violetta came to Dingle expecting
a better life. She and Fungie are not
unlike, both made their home in the
picturesque town of Dingle in search
of a new beginning. Violetta, originally
from Lithuania, worked multiple jobs in
west Kerry before finding her calling as
a cabin girl on the Lady Laura.
She worked with Fungie for three years
during the summer season. “Every

Learn from last year’s winner
day was amazing and different. He
left a lot of memories for everyone.”
She remembers the first trip in early
spring, after long winter months, two
years ago. They were looking for him
and spotted him far outside Dingle
Harbour. He also spotted them and
swam towards them rapidly. “You
could feel how he missed us during the
winter, and how he was happy to see
us, I will never forget that moment.”
Violetta shares a story with me of
how sensitive Fungie was to the other
people around him “There was a boy in
a wheelchair onboard, Fungie stayed
very close to him, he swam deep and
came up again and stayed close to
this boy for a while. It was unreal.”
Fungie had an emotional connection
to humans, something that has never
been seen with wild dolphins to such
an extent before.
There have been other dolphins known
to spend time living close to humans,
and seemed to prefer the company of
people over others of their kind, but
none who spent as long as Fungie, not
even close. Dusty, another bottlenose
dolphin, spent time between Doolin
in County Clare and Inis Oirr in the
summer of 2014 but in time moved on.
Although Fungie would be known to
leave Dingle Bay from time to time, it
was rarely for longer than a few days
at a time. He always returned to swim
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living life
Edited by Anne O’Donoghue aodonoghue@farmersjournal.ie
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A rural revival with the Biddy
Traditionally, St Bridget’s
Day in the Kingdom
was celebrated with the
Biddy. When Kilgobnet
National School was in
need, locals revived this
custom and put it
to good use, writes
Anne O’Donoghue

U

nless you are from Kerry, it is
quite likely you have never
heard of the Biddy. Those of
you who hail from the Kingdom
may be lucky enough to know
of this unique, rare and wonderful
tradition.
The simplest way of describing the
Biddy is that it is similar to the Wren
on St Stephen’s Day, but taking place
on 1 February, St Bridget’s Day. A
blend of pagan and Christian customs,
the Biddy is thought to have roots in
Imbloc (the festival celebrating the
start of spring) and also St Bridget’s
Day.
Particularly in mid-Kerry, people
upheld the tradition of the Biddy over
the years, dressing up and travelling
from house to house playing music,
singing, dancing and entertaining.
At the foot of Carrantuohill lies
Kilgobnet, a Biddy stronghold. The
Kilgobnet National School Biddy, as
the title would suggest, centres on the
local primary school. Here, the Biddy
LVGLYLGHGLQWZRWKHoIWKDQGVL[WK
class pupils go on the junior Biddy
and the senior Biddy is their adult
equivalent.

REINVENTION
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Davy Leane is a local sheep farmer
and captain of the senior Biddy. Although the custom of the junior Biddy
never faltered over the years, Davy
explains that about 20 years ago the
senior Biddy died out.
“There was no senior Biddy for a
while, but we brought it back about
seven years ago,” says Davy. “When
the grants were cut for the school, we
needed funding and we said we would
try it as a fundraiser. We went back to
the old gang and they came along with
us. It is a big fundraiser for the school
every year now.”
The Biddy takes place across a
number of nights around St Bridget’s
Day. Those on the Kilgobnet Biddy
have a set costume; white trousers and
top with a red and green stripe, a straw
hat and a St Bridget’s cross made
by local school children. All of the
money raised by the senior Biddy goes

O’Sullivan

towards the running of the school,
while the fund from the junior Biddy is
donated to a charity of the children’s
choice.
“We march into the house, sing a
song and dance a set. If the woman
and man of the house won’t dance a
set, we’ll bring them out on a waltz.
They make a donation to us and that
goes to the school,” outlines Davy.

home and said: ‘The neighbour across
the road was on about making a Biddy,
what in the name of God.’
“They said to me: ‘Well, won’t your
own nephews be going to school there
the year after.’ Oh sugar, said I, is that
the way. So I had to ring him back anyway and tell them I would be on for it.
I was delighted I did go because we’ve
had some mighty craic.”

BIDDY FESTIVAL

BRÍDEOG

In Kerry, the Biddy is experiencing a
rebirth, with many local groups taking
up the reins again. Last year, for the
oUVWWLPHLQDORQJWLPHWKH%LGG\
Festival was held in Killorglin and,
following its success, it will take place
again next week.
At the 2017 festival, Mike Coffey,
a sheep farmer from Kilgobnet, was
named King of the Biddies. Mike was a
stalwart of the old Biddy and continXHVWREHDSURPLQHQWoJXUHLQWKH
revitalised one. But, speaking to Irish
Country Living, Mike explains that he
almost did not make his triumphant
return.
“One Sunday as I was coming
home from mass, a neighbour of mine
said they were trying to raise funds for
Kilgobnet NS and asked would I make
a Biddy. I said: ‘God almighty, I have
my own belly full of Biddies’. I went

Calling from house to house, the captain leads the group to the door. The
next person carries the Biddy, which
is a doll wearing a white dress, used to
symbolise St Bridget.
“In the olden days they used to
make the head of the Biddy with a
turnip but we no longer do that. If
there was someone sick in the house,
the people of the house might ask that
the Biddy be taken to the bedside of
the sick person as it is supposed to be
some bit of a cure.
“I used to do the brush dance before, but the bones would be getting a
biteen stiff. I leave the younger crowd
at it now,” laughs Mike.

STRAW HATS
Mike is one of, if not the last, maker
of the straw hats worn on the Biddy
in Ireland. They are made using oaten

straw, as any other kind is too brittle.
In his younger years, Mike learned
how to make the hats out of necessity.
While in primary school, Mike
used do work for a neighbouring
farmer who put him in touch with a
man who would make him a hat. He
paid 10 Woodbines for the hat and was
the star of the junior Biddy.
“The old Kilgobnet Biddy came
back into where we were leaving.
Some fella turned around anyway and
said: ‘Who in the name of God has that
oQHKDW" +HFDXJKWWKHKDWWRRNLWRII
my head and put an old big, clumsy
thing sitting up on my shoulders. I
spent the night crying over my hat.
“I said, whatever would happen,
I would get my own back on him.
The following year, with the help of
my grandfather, who would be crafty
enough at that kind of thing, we made
a set of hats.”
The group Mike was involved in
went on to win the Biddy competition
the next year. It is fair to say he most
GHoQLWHO\FDPHRXWRQWRSLQWKHHQG
Next week there will be up to 30
people on the Kilgobnet senior Biddy,
who will travel down bohereens and
up the sides of mountains, keeping
an ancient tradition alive, and all the
while keeping their locality alive too.
CL
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Violetta, like many others, believes that
Fungie breathed his last breath in the
calm quiet of Dingle Bay, that he was
too old to seek out a new home, “his
home was here in Dingle Harbour, and
will always be.”
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STRONG
WOMAN
Anne
Rabbitte

n Laura COLGAN
MARKETING executive Sarah Everard
did everything she could to keep
herself safe.
BABY JOY Helen Flanagan

Hoy en la Historia
March 13, 2019

So wrong
that women
have to live
in fear of
fate like Sarah’s

We hold our keys
in between our
fingers in case
they’re needed as a
weapon and keep
our valuables out
SAD: (From top) Karen
of sight of wouldBuckley, Jill Meagher
be attackers.
and Jastine Valdez
We plan our journeys in advance
and take long
detours on busy well-lit streets even if there is
a quicker way of getting home.
We tuck our hair inside our coats and change
our shoes for ones that are easy to run in.
We cross the road when we feel someone
lingering behind us and pretend to take an
interest in whatever is in a shop window to let
them pass us by.
We’ve all had near-misses and thanked our
lucky stars that things didn’t turn out worse.
We look out for our friends with
“text me when you get home” messages and tips like pressing the lock
button of an iPhone five times to set
off an alarm.
These are things we no longer think
twice about. They’ve become second
nature to us.
Not long after Sarah disappeared,
police advised local women against
know than a stranger when Sarah
She said: “Women's worlds shrink
going out alone as a precaution.
now joins the list of victims, which
and they shrink because of male
It was perceived as though Sarah
also includes Karen Buckley, Jill
violence.”
didn’t do enough to keep herself safe Meagher, Jastine Valdez and
Not all men are capable of
and that it was her responsibility to
Me l a n ie
Mc C a r t hy
such violence. But it’s always
protect herself safe rather than the McNamara, who were
a man who is behind this
perpetrator’s duty not to attack her.
killed by men unknown
kind of brutality against
Should Sarah have gone out alone to them.
a woman.
at 9pm? I say her day shouldn’t have
Social media has been
The trouble is that we
to end whenever it gets dark out.
filled with women
don’t know who poses a
Should she have taken a taxi
outraged by Sarah’s
threat and who doesn’t
instead of walking? Well, travelling
murder and sharing
until it is too late.
alone in a taxi has its own risks as
experiences of their
We’re always on our
does travelling on public transport own safety issues over
guard. We’re not imagwith strangers.
the past week.
ining it. We’re not being
Maybe Sarah could have asked a
Dr Cliona Sadlier,
dramatic. We’re not makman to bring her home. But she was executive director of the
ing it up.
a 33-year-old woman, not a child Rape Crisis Network, said
Protecting our personal
who needed to be accompanied at all Sarah’s murder has
safety is necessary. But
times.
particularly
upset DIRECTOR: Dr Sadlier it’s effortful, tiring and
It is little comfort for us to know
women who have done
gets old after time too.
that women are more likely to be
the same things as she did before she
It’s just not good enough for women
killed at home by somebody they was killed.
in 2021.

v

Fungie spent 37 fleeting years
alongside the people of Dingle, earning
his place in the Guinness World Records
as the oldest solitary wild dolphin in
the world. They stated that he arrived
in Dingle in 1983, was named after a
local fisherman, and soon became a
much-loved symbol of the peninsula.
But, as mysteriously as he came, Fungie
disappeared in October of 2020. There
have been many conspiracies about
what may have happened to him,
the most common thinking is that he
passed away.

OUR WORLD: FURY AT VIOLENCE

The 33-year-old disappeared while walking
home from a friend's flat in south London on
March 3.
Before she set off on the journey alone, she
phoned her partner and let him know what
time she expected to arrive home.
She walked on busy roads that were well-lit
and covered in parts by CCTV.
She wore bright
clothing and runners that she could
easily move around
in.
She kept her valuables hidden and
had her wits about
her.
He r
ef for t s
weren’t enough and
she was found dead
in a wood in Kent
on Wednesday.
Wayne Couzens
(48),
an
armed
officer on the diplomatic
protection
unit
of
the
Metropolitan
police, was last
night charged with
her murder.
Sarah’s murder
has sparked outcry
among women who
feel it could just as
easily have been
them that left the
house one day and
neve r
s a fe ly
returned.
We all have our
own precautions.
We text whoever is
at home so they
know
when
to
expect us. We share
our live locations on
WhatsApp.

Es

Violetta believes that life goes on. She
has hopes for ecotourism, a new form
of tourism which gives responsible
travellers an opportunity to observe
the fauna and flora of areas without
leaving carbon footprints behind.
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Weapon

Maryanne Leane,
a member of
Kilgobnet Biddy,
Beaufort, Co
Kerry, calling
to Mike McGillycuddy’s house
in Shanera. The
tradition of the
Biddy is one of the
oldest and most
colourful customs
in Ireland, a
blend of pagan
and Christian
pageantry, held
on the 1 February
each year. \ Valerie

among the boats and swimmers in
Dingle Harbour.

LongRead

by Isolde Ní Dhubhagáin

TRAGIC:
CCTV of
Sarah (also
inset) taken
before she
was killed

OUR
WORLD

The Boeing 737 MAX passenger
airliner was grounded worldwide
after two fatal crashes within five
months. The aircraft was cleared
to resume service in late 2020
1781: William Herschel detected the
planet Uranus, the first planet to be
discovered with the aid of a telescope
1881: Tsar Alexander II of Russia
was assassinated when a bomb was
thrown at his carriage
1926: The first commercial air route
across Africa was established
1996: A gunman killed 16 children
and a teacher at Dunblane primary
school in Scotland, the worst mass
murder in modern British history
Picture: Getty Images

© GRAPHIC NEWS

A third of
women
facing
violence
VIOLENCE against women
remains “devastatingly
pervasive and starts alarmingly young”, figures show.
Some 736 million women
— a third of all women —
have been subjected to
physical or sexual violence
across their lifetimes.
“Violence against women
is…causing harm to
millions of women and
their families and has been
exacerbated by the COVID19 pandemic”, said WHO
chief, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus.
“But unlike COVID-19,
violence against women
cannot be stopped with a
vaccine.”
And violence starts early,
with a quarter of 15 to
24-year-olds in a relationship having experienced
violence by an intimate
partner by the time they
reach their mid-twenties.

WOMEN ALWAYS ON STATS OF THE DAY
OF WOMEN SUBJECTED
GUARD FROM THREATS PERCENTAGE
TO VIOLENCE IN 12-MONTH PERIOD

Helen shares
pics of her
‘little prince’
BY SOPHIE LAW

HELEN Flanagan has
shared new photos of her
adorable baby after giving
birth to her first son earlier
this week.
The former Coronation
S t re e t a c t re s s , 3 0 ,
welcomed her third child
with soccer star fiance
Scott Sinclair, 32, and
admitted she is “totally
besotted” with her “perfect
little prince”.
Helen, who is also mum
to daughters Delilah and
Matilda, added: “Our baby
boy Charlie was born on
Thursday on Scott’s
birthday.
“We are in such a love
bubble we couldn’t be
more in love with our
beautiful little boy, we can
not stop staring at him.
“The girls just love him
so much. We are absoabso
lutely besotted.”

EXCLUSIVE BY ASHLEIGH
R
RAI
NBIRD
RAINBIRD

BBC newsreader Kate
Silverton has been working
counas a mental health coun
sellor at a primary school
over the past month and
says it has been a “joy”.
The former Strictly star
is continuing her role as a
underbroadcaster while under
taking her additional
responsibilities.
Kate, 50, has studied
psychotherapy and trained
with charity Place2Be. She
will begin a masters in
September.
She said: “I’ve started
counselling in a London
L
placeprimary school, on place
ment, I should stress.
“I have my own clients
and I report to a supervisor
at the end of the day. I’m
absolutely loving it. That’s
my joy at the moment. It’s
an extraordinary privilege.”
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Fianna Fail TD on husband’s death

PRIVILEGE Kate Silv
Silverton

Kate helping
children with
mental health
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Grief doesn’t
go away..
there isn’t
a day we
don’t talk
about Paddy
MONDAY 29.03.2021

EXCLUSIVE
BY CIARA PHELAN

Political Correspondent

FIANNA Fail’s Anne Rabbitte has
opened up about coping with grief
after the sudden death of her
husband while their three children
were under the age of nine.
The TD for Galway East ran for
election after her partner Paddy had
passed away and said family life should
not hold women back from getting
involved in politics.
Speaking to the Irish Mirror podcast
The Glass Ceiling, Ms Rabbitte said:
“Grief doesn’t go away, you learn to
manage and deal with it.
“You always have that shadow there.
I walk alongside the shadow as opposed
to walking under the shadow, so that’s
how I manage it.
“Myself and the kids, there isn’t a day
where we don’t talk about dad, we’ve
photos all over the place. He’s very much
a part of our life.
“They were young enough to keep
me very, very busy and they were my
number one priority and number one to
realise to me that life goes on and you
learn that very, very quickly.
“You either make a choice that grief
was [going to] overcome me, or that I
was actually going to overcome the grief.
“And I made that decision sitting in

the filling station one evening, I’d say
three days after burying Paddy when I
had to fill the car with diesel.
“You move on very quickly and it’s
not that you regret or forget but
you have to make that choice for the
sake of the kids.”
On balancing work and family life,
Ms Rabbitte said it has been “exhausting”
at times travelling up and down to
Dublin to be in the Dail during the
pandemic like many parents who are
home schooling.
The 47-year-old added: “You’re trying
to be at home more in the evenings
because you want to make sure they

haven’t killed each other, because that’s get involved in politics. She added there
what teenagers do, but by and large is a need for more young people, females
make sure everyone has logged on, is and diverse voices.
participating and they’ve had their
Ms Rabbitte said: “We need young
dinner.
people, we need more women in
“It was easier when they
politics and diverse voices
were younger when they
because if not everything
really hadn’t a clue of what
will stay the same and we
You realise need change.
you did.
“As they get older they’re
“This idea that we’re out
life goes
more tuned in.
of touch and we haven’t a
on
and
you
“They now see what goes
clue... I’m here telling you
on on social media.”
I’m a widow with three
learn
that
Ms Rabbitte said women
kids, two going to school,
very, very
should not let family life get
home schooling and
in the way if they want to
another lad in college.
quickly
“I’ve struggled. I know
ANNE RABBITTE
exactly what it’s like to
YESTERDAY
get the kids out to school
in the morning and the
challenges. And just because I have this
job doesn’t change me.”
She said she had the “fire in her belly”
to get involved in politics as she was
concerned about rural crime after her
house was broken into and there was
€40,000 worth of damage.
Ms Rabbitte added: “If you believe you
can make a difference and if you believe
you have that fire..if you have that fire in
CHAT
With Irish
the belly to drive it on.
Mirror
“Surround yourself with positive
reporter
people who believe in you.
Ciara
news@irishmirror.ie

A feature should
be entertaining,
colourful but
important

Escaping the

Of the hundreds of
essays we trawled
through across the four
categories the Features
winner was easily one of
the stand out entries.
Press Pass Judging Panel

Before you begin

social media

It’s an addictive, gamified process,
with a reward system that has
been proven to chemically alter
our brains and bring out the gambler
in us, so how can we learn to live
better with – or even without –
social media, asks Andrea Cleary

Festival goers at day two
of Electric Picnic.
Picture: Fergal Phillips

vortex

W

hen I deleted my Facebook acAnd with 3.1 billion users worldwide,
it is working.
count earlier this year, I felt free. A
The process is simple: we post a
photograph, message or
little smug, admittedly, but genupdate to our followers, who then
decide whether or not to
erally as though I had made the
like or engage with that post.
right decision.
It’s a
Like millions of others, I proven gamified process, with a reward system that has been
to chemically alter our brains. It encourages
watched in horror as the Camdopamine
to pass through a reward pathway,
similar to how we react to
bridge Analytica scandal broke in
gambling, sex and drugs.
2018. I felt foolish for allowing a social
media platform to access
More likes, more engagement and more
and distribute my personal data.
followers mean more
I had become increasingly success
worried about the proliferation of
in
fake news and its impact becomes the virtual world. Tracking the progress of a post
on both the Brexit referendum and
second nature, inviting you to spend
more time on the
the 2016 US presidential app or
website, perpetually searching for
election. Most of all, I wanted to opt
the hit that engages
out of what I viewed as a every
time a little red notification pops
manipulation tool and propaganda
up on our screens.
machine.
We see you, it tells us. You are liked.
But my smugness was somewhat
premature. After leaving
“Social media is a reciprocal practice,”
Facebook, I began to spend more time
Amelia Cullen, digital
on
ter, scrolling through endless timelines Instagram and Twit- marketing specialist and researcher, says.
“It’s tied in with the
and posting innocuous notion of
updates that gave the impression I
was contributing something exchange branding yourself, of selling an image of yourself in
meaningful.
for likes and engagement – social
media currency.
“There are certain practices of self-presentation
Time spent away from social media
started to feel like time to everyday
that are linked
spent missing out. But missing out
life, but they are heightened online.
on what?
Everyone is
thinking about their audience, but
I wasn’t enjoying the anxiety-induci
in most cases, it’s family
ng updates about and friends
Covid-19, nor the almost constant
who are actually engaging. Despite
self-comparison with my present
this, people still
themselves in a really defined, curated
peers. Whenever I made a post, I
would feel a wave of anxiety
way.”
that I would be judged, harshly, for
whatever it was.
But then came the crux of the operation,
the raison d’être for
using these platforms: reward, reward,
ur desire for engagement and distraction
reward.
is just one
The little red notifications would
aspect of social media’s draw. We
flash
are not, despite
comments, shares, retweets, followers. on the screen: likes,
what we might believe, social media’s
The more that came,
customers,
the better I felt.
gaining access to a free platform.
As engagement with each post wore
Users are themselves the product,
off, it was time to think collated
their data
and
about the next hit. I’ve been through
waves of both hyper-en- customers packaged to sell to brands – the real, money-paying
gagement, and cold turkey shutdowns,
of the platforms. Social media is their
but the urge to log back and we
marketplace
are the product.
in almost always wins. A small digital
reminder that I am here,
“While on the surface it’s a platform
that I am contributing.
for sharing snippets of
your life with friends and family, it
When Covid-19 forced the country
is primarily an e-commerce,
into lockdown back in capitalist
March, our lives shifted indoors and
marketplace,” Cullen says. The reward
online. Whether we were place
system is put in
to keep us using the platform, sharing
setting up work stations at home or
our data,
spending evenings on Zoom allowing
quizzes with friends, our screen time
brands to learn more about our behaviour ultimately
became synonymous with can
so that they
sell to us more effectively.
both our work and our social lives.
Social media’s hold on our
Influencer culture, Cullen says, is the
communication has never been starker
most recent iteration of
than it is now. Staying this trend.
in touch with friends and family
is easy through updates and interest Rather than selling a product you might have little
in like ads on television or a billboard,
private chats.
influencer marketing subtly sells a lifestyle that is
On the surface, it’s difficult to imply
carefully targeted towards us.
that anything insidious
“It’s reinforcing the idea that to be
is happening.
happy, we need to keep
purchasing,” Cullen says. “That
“For many people, social media has
our individual happiness is
been a saviour during tied to our
Covid-19,” Naomh McElhatton, digital
worth, and that takes the form of
educator and social media best lifestyle.
purchasing our
expert, says. “But we need to be aware
of the reality of what it
“There’s an influencer for everything
is. We spend so much time scrolling
and everyone. These
on these platforms, but we small
acts don’t seem to have a negative
have to ask ourselves – what are we
effect on their own,
looking for?”
but the culture of comparison, and
Social media has become so ingrained
how it solidifies over time,
that addiction to the platforms is rising. with our lived reality creates the idea that whatever you do is not
enough.”
This is no accident – in
But the feed of a social media influencer
fact, it’s by design.
is essentially a trick.
It perpetuates the false narrative
Whether it’s the animated “three
that these posts
dots”
ble (an indicator that a user is writing inside a speech bub- of a lifestyle that is attainable for you, no matter are snippets
a
who you are.
In fact, the majority of influencers
pull-to-refresh mechanism that mimics message to you), the
on social media are mara slot machine or the keting as a
gamification of social interaction, addictive
part-time or full-time job. Regular
users are not – and
tools are embedded cannot be –
into the user experience to keep us
on equal footing with influencers
coming
when it comes
to time and resources.
Unlike other industries which market back for more.
more traditionally
“People
addictive products such as alcohol
and tobacco, there is little to moments tend to understand that they’re only posting the best
no regulation for social media – despite
of their lives,” Cullen says, “but there’s
this disconnect
addiction being part of where they
its mission statement. It is free of charge
forget that others are doing the same
and of age restrictions. lead people
thing. It can
to stop checking in with friends
because you ➽
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Many news reporters struggle with the freedom of the
feature article, and vice versa with feature writers who are
asked to report on a news story.
They are two very different disciplines, and
few manage to straddle both sides of the
journalism divide with equal success.
Think of the feature article like a short story
mixed with a parable - it should be
entertaining, colourful but with
important information to convey.

Check list
How much space do I
have?
What exactly do I want
to include/exclude?

In depth

H

ow often do women feel that
they have been treated badly,
misdiagnosed or dismissed in
the Irish healthcare system simply because they are women?
A Twitter question posted for
Review this week to gauge their experiences
brought a shocking reaction.
Women answered in their hundreds, describing experiences that ran from the disheartening to the downright disturbing. Among them:
“Reviewing my pain meds, a doctor at the pain
clinic said, ‘Antidepressants? You don’t need
those, sure you’re smiling and joking’… and
somehow managed to work in, ‘And you have
great tits’.”
“I spent years building up the courage to
I
go to my GP about pain during sex. When
finally did, I was dismissed and told to just
‘use more lube’.”
“I suffered quite badly with PMS for two
weeks every month, symptoms including suicidal thoughts, depression, pains and aches,
etc. When describing this to my GP, he asked
I’d
if I was single and when told yes, he asked if
consider getting a boyfriend.”
“A midwife blamed my inability to manage
my low iron for the cause of my first two misto
carriages. I started bawling, and felt I was
blame. She then said I seemed highly strung
and maybe I should take up yoga.”
“When I asked for the coil, I saw an older male
consultant who came in, took my history and
heard I was recently married and said, ‘Sure
you’ll want to get pregnant soon, so why would
you want one. You’ll want it out in no time’.”
“My GP refused to take the contraceptive bar
out of my arm until I agreed to go on a double
an
dose of the pill just in case I might have
an
accidental pregnancy that might lead to
abortion.”
“I asked to have my tubes tied after having
three children, the surgeon said he would need
a note from my husband.”
“Was told ‘hubby has spoken’ when the doche
tor only agreed to a caesarian section when
spoke up on my behalf.”
“It took me 11 years to get a PCOS [polycystic
ovary syndrome] diagnosis. Every time I went
mid
to a doctor throughout my late teens and
to late 20s, I was told to go on the pill and come
back when I wanted a baby.”
“I was bleeding heavily for 10 days mid-cycle
with huge clots and in a lot of pain. The male
doctor in A&E was so patronising and eventually hushed me away saying, ‘You women and
your women problems’.”
Some refer to the casual misogyny of a certain
a
generation of healthcare professionals, others
disdain of female sexuality, others the influence
of the church and patriarchal attitudes.
a
There is little arguing that Ireland has had
complicated history when it comes to women

Wait for diagnosis:
Evie Nevin (34)
from Clonakilty,
in Dunmore,
west Cork. Photo
by Daragh Mc
Sweeney/Provision

What is my deadline?
‘It was a really dark
time. My family
was my rock, and
if I didn’t have that
support in my life, I
wouldn’t be here now’

In the early 1960s, the government
decided not to issue a public warning about the dangers of the morning sickness drug Thalidomide,
because such a move was regarded
as ‘undesirable’.
In 2015, nearly 200 women
accepted payments under the government’s surgical symphysiotomy
payment scheme. The procedure,
which was performed between
1944 and 1984, involved breaking
the pelvis during childbirth to allow a baby
to be born. In some cases it was conducted
without the patient’s consent and its reported
side-effects included pain, reduced mobility
and incontinence.
In 2012, the death of Savita Halappanavar in
Galway University Hospital from sepsis after
in
being refused an abortion brought a shift
public opinion. So did the 2018 legal case taken
by Vicky Phelan, which brought the CervicalCheck scandal to light.
1’s
Radio
RTÉ
on
discussion
a
More recently,
Liveline highlighted that a lack of information
to
and communication persists when it comes
diagnosis and treatment of the menopause.
At the same time, it is being acknowledged
that endometriosis, a condition where uterine
be
tissue grows outside the womb, continues to
poorly understood, despite an estimated 155,000
of
Irish women suffering from it. A complex set
variables in this condition can lead to an average diagnostic delay of about nine years.
The confluence of these factors prompts the
to
question: is Irish healthcare due, or about
have, its own Me Too moment? With taboos
breaking down, women are speaking out
against what they perceive as inadequate treatsystem.
healthcare
the
in
ment
‘VIEWED AS A NICHE ISSUE’
After the referendum to repeal the Eighth
Amendment and the wider #MeToo movement
about sexual abuse, Irish women are becoming
ever-more informed about bodily autonomy
and consent. This is leading many to question
what is often described as the paternalistic
nature of healthcare.
“There’s a temptation to pigeonhole women’s
health as something that’s niche, or separate,”
says Dr Amy Morgan, a Louth-based GP. “Hopefully, this is a tipping point moment. If you look
at the recent conversations about the menoto
pause, it’s moved from being a niche issue
us
an issue handled by government [to allow]
as GPs to be able to help women and get the
treatment they want and deserve.”
Kate O’Connell, who was a Fine Gael TD for
a
Dublin Bay South from 2016 to 2020, runs
pharmacy in Rathgar with her husband, Morgan.
“I notice as a professional, you hear women
Continued on Page 4

and healthcare.

‘A matter of life and death’: the case
for a medical Me Too movement
t, misogyny and patriarchal attitudes in
Women are speaking out against inadequate treatmen
on the rising demands for a radical change
healthcare as never before. Tanya Sweeney reports

Make notes on the
structure of the article
- the main points of
the story you wish to
get across, and in what
order. And cross them
off as you write them.

Always read over your
article at least twice,
do a spell check, and
make sure all unusual
words, names, website
addresses, phone
numbers and place
names are correct.
Don’t vary from the
word count suggested,
at least not by more, or
less, than 50 words.

Tips to writing features:
• Look at your chosen theme
carefully. Consider the
questions suggested and
attempt to answer some of
them.
• Start with the important get all the essential details in
the opening paragraphs.
• As with news, include all the
essential details - the who,
what, where, when and why.

• Always try to find an original
angle, or hook, for your
feature. Because features
allow you more freedom,
you have an opportunity to
be more adventurous.
• Use plenty of quotes. If they
are not quotes you gathered
yourself, make sure you
detail the source of where
they are from.
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Comment

Comment is free,
but never easy
letter from the guest editor

If our feminism is
not inclusive, is it
really feminism?

8 JOHN HUME 1937-2020

Page 40

Stefanie
Preissner

We invited Louise O’Neill to be guest editor of
Weekend ahead of International Women’s Day. Here,
she writes about her vision for this special edition

I

MARTIN’S FAREWELL
by Mark Marlow

came of age during a time
when the Teen Magazine was
the essential accessory for
every young girl. I’d pick up
my copy of Sugar, Mizz, or J17
from my local newsagent (graduating to More magazine when I
got a little older/braver – RIP to
Position of the Fortnight) and on
the first page, there would be a
letter from the editor. A headshot
of a glossy, lipsticked woman smiling brightly, setting the tone for
the pages ahead, alerting the
reader to features or interviews
she thought were particularly
worthwhile.
When I was asked if I would be
interested in guest-editing the International Women’s Day special
edition of Weekend, that was what
I thought of first; what would I
write in my letter from the editor?
But after multiple phone calls and
emails with the real editor of this
magazine (an amazing woman
who has been home-schooling
four girls/mini-feminists in the
making. How on brand for IWD is
that?!), I was left grappling with
the same questions that I have
every year on March 8 – what is
the purpose of International
Women’s Day? And what does it
mean to be an Irish woman today?
For those of us who were raised
Catholic, the Hail Mary is a familiar prayer. We mouthed “blessed
art thou amongst women” over
and over again, in Mass and after
confession and before bed, the
words becoming meaningless
through repetition. But I know
that I have spent a life amongst
women; I only have one sister, I attended an all-girls convent school
for both my primary and secondary education, I’ve worked in two
female dominated industries,
fashion and publishing. My favourite art tends to be created by
women, and I’m particularly
drawn to depictions of female
friendship in pop culture –Vix and
Caitlin in Summer Sisters, Hillary
and CC in Beaches, Tia and Tamera in Sister, Sister, A League of
Their Own, Now and Then, Wait-

INTERNATIONAL

WOMEN’S DAY
2021

ing to Exhale, Romy and Michelle’s High School Reunion.
It was 2013 when I read a piece in
The Cut about Shine Theory, positing that powerful women make
the best friends, and it instantly
resonated with me. The theory
was coined by Ann Friedman and
Aminatou Sow and is described as
a ‘practice of mutual investment
in each other’. It encourages
women to see each other as collaborators rather than competitors
and is a ‘conscious decision to
bring your full self to friendships,” rather than allowing insecurity or rage to ravage them. To
take joy in other women’s achievements rather than feel diminished, knowing that, as the aphorism goes, a rising tide lifts all
boats.
To my mind, International
Women’s Day is Shine Theory on a
larger scale – it is an opportunity
to celebrate women, to amplify
voices that might not always be
heard. Over the last number of
years, there has been some frustration in the LGBTQ+ community that Pride, a movement intended to disrupt the status quo,
has been co-opted by corporations
who are happy to slap a rainbow
on their branding or products
rather than doing the work to improve workplace practices so
queer members of staff feel safe.
I think that it’s fair to say something similar is happening with
International Women’s Day. Over
the last few years, I’ve seen a lot of
‘yass kween’ posts on Instagram,

companies offering two for the
price of one offers on Prosecco or
manicures, influencers who never
seem to talk about gender-based
violence or reproductive rights or
the gender pay gap but are perfectly happy to share a sepia-toned
throwback from childhood captioned ‘Who Run The World?’
Well, as much as I love Beyoncé,
it’s not girls. This toothless, commercialised version of IWD won’t
change that any time soon; The
Revolution Will Not Be Commodified. International Women’s Day
will only enact real change if we
insist that it is used as a tool to
highlight the specific problem of
gender as it relates to women. As
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie says,
we need to look at gender as it pertains to how women have excluded and subjugated, silenced
and oppressed for hundreds of
years.
nd as the implications of
intersectionality (a term
created by professor Kimberlé Crenshaw in 1989 to
describe how race, class, and
gender intersect with each other)
become more urgent, it’s crucial
that we don’t allow International
Women’s Day to focus solely on
the needs of white, straight,
middle-class, cis gender, ablebodied women. That is the question we should ask ourselves — if
our feminism is not inclusive, is it
really feminism? In 2021, I want to
hear different perspectives than
have been presented to us before. I
want to hear from trans women
and women of colour and
Traveller women and migrant
women and women with disabilities and queer women and sex
workers about what International
Women’s Day means to them, how
they make sense of their identity
as an Irish woman.
That was my mission for this
edition of Weekend, to celebrate
IWD in a way that felt inclusive
but was also representative of how
modern Ireland actually looks.
Ní Saoirse go Saoirse na mBan.
All women.
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ositivity is over-rated. In
fact, sometimes positivity
is just as bad as negativity.
You may have heard the
term ‘body positivity’ in
recent years. A movement
that has its roots online but
has grown exponentially into
mainstream culture.
Initially, it challenged the ways in
which society presented and viewed
the physical body. You might remember
the hoopla when brands reacted to the
movement by using plus-size model
mannequins which they previously
wouldn’t have had clothes to fit.
It’s not just a big/small argument,
though. Body positivity advocated for
the acceptance of all body types
regardless of race, gender, physical
ability, size or appearance. It shone a
light on the unrealistic expectations that
are created when people only ever see
one type of body in media and
advertising, and went even further to
show that one type of body cultivated
an unrealistic body standard in society.
It’s been a successful campaign in
helping people build confidence and
acceptance of their bodies, but I think a
relentless focus on positivity can have
negative consequences in the long term.
Being body positive, while obviously
better than being body critical, is still
objectifying people’s bodies in way that
has always made me feel self-conscious,
unhappy and not enough.
I know from personal experience that
the pursuit of constant positivity is

by Maeve
Quigley

A

My body image has too much
power. It can dictate my mood,
my confidence and my sense of worth.
I want to take that power away from it
draining, unsustainable and inevitably
detrimental to my peace of mind. I’m
suggesting a pivot: can we make body
neutrality the new body positivity?
Body neutrality is the idea that bodies
shouldn’t be commented on at all. Ever.
Never. Rather than forcing people to
celebrate the bodies they are in, the
movement suggests that someone
would be allowed to go an entire day
without thinking about what their body
looks like at all. Imagine!
There is a bit more nuance to the
movement, but the essence of it got me
thinking. Imagine a world where you
meet someone you haven’t seen in a
while and they don’t say, “You’re looking
great!” or, “Wow, have you lost weight?”
or, “What a lovely pair of shoes” but
instead commented on how you are,
what your opinions are or what value
you have to offer the world.
It also asks people to shift the
narrative they have with themselves
and not just other people. Imagine if
your weight was the mass of the things
you value about yourself that aren’t skin
deep. Like how you treat children; how
you speak to wait staff; how generous
you are with your time; or how people
feel after they leave your company.
You could go from: “I love my body in
spite of what society thinks of it” to “I
love my mind and my thoughts and who
cares what I look like?”
If we all got on board with body
neutrality, we could be freed from the
weight of expectations on how we think
we should look. Instead of hating our
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bodies on a Monday, loving them on a
Wednesday and resenting them on a
Friday, we could simply regard them
neutrally, accepting them as they are.
It’s too lofty a goal, for me, anyway, to
expect to be positive about my body
every day. I feel like a fake smiling in a
photo on a day when I am drowning in
the deeply conflicted relationship with
the skin I am in. My body image has too
much power. It can dictate my mood,
my confidence and my sense of worth.
I want to take the power away from it.
Neutrality feels like a relief. But
movements like these are like the
Covid-19 vaccine — you need a majority
of people to get on board before you can
feel the benefits of it.
The world we live in is constantly,
ruthlessly and assiduously tracking
our bodies. This judgment is made up
of the tiny, terrible, sometimes
imperceptible comments that everyone
makes every day about bodies that they
see. It’s worse for people who are not
white, thin, able-bodied, free of scars or
marks.
I have done well in changing how I
speak to myself about my body but the
real hurdle is when other people are
involved. It’s exhausting trying to move
some conversations away from body
shape, weight and calories. Now, I just
don’t respond if the topic of someone
else’s looks comes up.
Think about this: on your gravestone
is it going to say your weight and body
shape? It’s not. Because we are so much
more than what we look like. l

S A ch i ld who
g rew up in the
midst of the Troubles, there a re
always two people who spring to mind
when I think about those
who were at the forefront
of speaking sense, speaking the truth in my home
town of Derry.

One of those was Dr Edward
Daly, the bishop who waved his
handkerchief in front of the
wounded body of Jackie Duddy
in a desperate attempt to get the
17-year- old to safety during
Bloody Sunday.
The other is John Hume, a man
who spent his life fighting for the
people of his constituency, fighting to secure civil rights for those
being discriminated against on
the basis of their religion, fighting to stop blood being shed on
our streets, and fighting to keep
the sons and daughters of people
he knew from throwing their lives
away all for the sake of a flag –
any flag.
Looking back today, it almost
seems surreal, like that period of
my life was merely a figment of
my imagination.
Was it really me, four years old,
beside my elder brother and sister lying flat on the pavement,
being held down by my terrified
grandfather as snipers fired
bullets across our heads at the
British army and, not knowing
the seriousness of the situation, I
stood up because it was
raining and I wanted a hat?
Did that shot ring out in the
night and kill a man who lived at
the top of our street just because
he was a Protestant, and thus an
affluent businessman who in
somebody’s eyes deserved to die
for that reason?

W

AS it really in
Derry, a beautiful
city loved by
tourists who
appreciate its music, art and
soul, that a huge bomb killed five
soldiers and Patsy Gillespie, husband of Kathleen who worked in
our local shop, and who was tied
to a car carrying the device and
forced to drive it to his death
which he undoubtedly knew was
at hand?
But it was. It was my friend who
was shot dead by the UVF, who
also murdered his father as they
watched TV at home.
It was at my school gate where
a man was shot dead one evening
and we passed by with our books
and our lunchboxes the following
morning, ready to play hopscotch
or get in some practice for the
annual pantomime.
It was from that same classroom that we watched the buses
burning during the Hunger
Strikes as local lads rioted with
the police.
It was from my front door that
my father was taken by the army
for questioning as his terrified
wife and children watched,
wondering what was going to
happen next.
It was at the school where he

He gave hope
of a future A
free of bombs
and bullets

Courageous: Hume confronts
the RUC in Derry in 1969
during a Civil Rights protest
feel their blood freeze again as a
shot rang out somewhere close.
A hope that, unlike our parents,
we wouldn’t have to fear for the
lives of our children as they
closed the front door, heading for
a night out to watch a football
match in the local pub.

taught that another teacher was
beaten and seriously injured by a
British soldier while trying to
prevent them from entering the
school grounds so he could protect the children under his care.
It was my cousin who had to
leave her home at 17 and move
away from her family, friends and
everyone she held dear because
she fell in love with the wrong
person and a threat was made
against her life.
This was life and it was in this
twisted normality that I grew up.
There was a reason that Derry
was an SDLP stronghold and
that reason was John Hume.
He fought tirelessly for the people of his city, he fought tirelessly
for the people of his country.
In times when terror was the

norm, there is no doubt that he
put his life on the line as threats
must have come to him from all
sides of the conflict.
Hume was a man of peace but
that didn’t mean that he never
got angry.
I can remember news reports of
his fury, those images of Hume,
dripping wet from the water cannon that had been directed at
him, spread-eagled against a wall
while a teenage soldier searched
him in an undignified manner.
But this was a man who had
dignity, this was a man who
pushed forward at no small cost
to his own personal safety and
that of his family.
This was a man who brought
America to the table in an effort
to try and end the bloodshed

that claimed the lives of over
3,000 people.
As Bono took John Hume by
one hand and David Trimble by
the other on the stage of the
Waterfront Hall ahead of the
Good Friday Agreement, I was
there in the audience with a few
of my friends.
I was, of course, from Derry,
others were from West Belfast
and there was one from the top
of the Shankill Road.
We had long fought against any
prejudices we encountered, uniting through a shared love of
music, regardless of our backgrounds. But that night we felt it
in the room.
It was hope. Hope for a better
future, hope that no child sitting
in front of the television would

In times when terror was the norm, there
is no doubt that he put his life on the line

hope that we could go
about our lives experiencing the normal
everyday traumas of
joy, heartbreak, love and loss but
not at the hands of others fighting a battle that seemed both
worthless and pointless when
weighed up against the number
of bodies that were buried.
We wouldn’t have to fear questions about the letter ‘H’ or
whether or not we were supposed
to know the words of the Hail
Mary when looking down the
barrel of someone else’s gun in a
college car park.
And John Hume was one of the
people who made this happen.
He well deserved his Nobel
Peace Prize and more for saving
thousands of lives with his
dogged determination to bring
peace and a better future to
Northern Ireland.
Following the demise of both
Ian Paisley and Martin McGuinness in recent years, credit was
given to both men for their work
towards a peaceful future – and
rightly so.
But John Hume spent his life
working tirelessly to hold a middle ground, where violence was
unacceptable whatever the reason, during the times when both
Paisley and McGuinness were
themselves fanning flames of a
different kind.
He brought the good people of
Northern Ireland with him.
He was the true architect of the
peaceful future Northern Ireland
now enjoys and he did it without
ever encouraging one person to
lift even a fist against another in
the name of religion.
He fought for our rights, he
fought for our future and, alongside David Trimble, delivered
what, as a child, we all believed
was impossible.
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acts are sacred, comment is free. So said
the fabled editor of the Manchester
Guardian, CP Scott, around the start of
the last century.
This dictum has been handed down through
generations of newspapers, usually interpreted
as a shot across the bows of those who would
comment rather than report.
In the near century since Scott’s heyday,
comment has been elevated within the pages
of newspapers, but today, in the internet age, his
dictum has more relevance than ever. The web
is choc-a-bloc with comment, much of it little
more than top of the head opinion, the kind of
stuff that would have Scott spinning in his grave.
For those of us who do write opinion pieces in
newspapers, there is a lot more required than
just the capacity to have an opinion.

The first tool of the opinion writer should be
the ability to write. You may have a subject that
is difficult to sustain.
On these days, the reader might derive
enjoyment from reading something that is well
written.
Our old friends the facts are sacred in
comment. For opinion to hold any water it
must be based on fact. For example, if you
are arguing that the Government is doing a
terrible job, then facts require that you back
up such a contention.
Opinion poll results, policies that have had
a devastating impact on some people, the
performance of leading politicians, all of
these must be analysed in furthering such
an argument, and facts must be sprinkled
throughout the offering. Never, ever rely on

the web for your facts, for if you do, you will
fail, if not today, then certainly in the near
future.
Experience is a good ally for the opinion
writer. In order to garner opinions you must
have some knowledge of the way things
work, such as politics, the courts, areas
like planning or education. If you have a
reasonably good knowledge then you are
aware when something is not right, and your
passion is ready to be fired up.
Comment may indeed be free, but when it’s
done properly, it certainly isn’t easy.
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The Big Picture

To the moon and back: China’s
journey to superpower status
Vincent Boland
Rumours
of China’s
ascendancy and
its decline have
been equally
exaggerated. It
is just flexing
its considerable
muscle

F

or the past three weeks, as
US president Donald Trump
tweeted obsessively about
his ‘stolen’ election victory
and the death toll in Europe and the US from the
Covid-19 pandemic kept rising, China
did what superpowers do — it demonstrated its super power.
On December 1, a Chinese spacecraft named Chang’e-5 landed on
Oceanus Procellarum, the Moon’s
Ocean of Storms. It gathered samples
of rocks, carried out some experiments
and did a bit of sightseeing. It returned
to Earth last Thursday with its cargo
of specimens and associated bragging
rights for the Chinese Communist
Party.
On the day Chang’e-5 reached the
Moon, one of the great US scientific
successes of the past 50 years — the
Arecibo telescope in Puerto Rico —
collapsed. Some blamed a lack of basic
maintenance of what used to be the
world’s biggest telescope, which once
featured in a James Bond movie. Others lamented the long-term decline in
funding for research and development
in an America that now looks in, rather than up.
The contrast between the soaring
Chang’e-5 and the collapsing telescope
has already opened a new front in the
debate about the rise of China and the
decline of the US — and, by extension,
of the West. Matthew Slaughter, dean
of the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire,

linked the two in a piece in the Financial Times last week, pointing out
that the US now lags behind China in
spending on R&D.
It will also give fresh resonance to
the concept of “Sinophrenia” — the
belief that China is simultaneously on
the brink of collapse and on the brink
of taking over the world. The word was
coined by Thomas Orlik, chief economist at Bloomberg Economics, and is a
central theme of his new book, China
— The Bubble That Never Pops.
Orlik lived in China for a decade,
and his book, with its telling title, is
getting rave reviews in policy circles
as a nuanced and deeply researched
account of what is really going on under the carapace of the controlling and
authoritarian party-state.
Sinophrenia may be the great fault
line in western attitudes towards China. The condition is especially prevalent when it comes to discussion of
the Chinese economy, which is now
by some measures the largest in the
world. It is possible that two contradictory ideas can both be right at the
same time. But what if China is neither
collapsing nor about to dominate the
world?
There is much to admire about
China’s modern development. Its
economy has grown every year since
it shifted to a market-based system in
the late 1970s, after the death of Mao
Zedong. It has survived many challenges, including urbanisation, the
Tiananmen Square crackdown in 1989,

What if
China is
neither
collapsing
nor
about to
dominate
the world?
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There is a
difference
between
fact and
opinion

N

ews is fact - opinion is your
point of view.
If teachers vote to go on
strike, news is the account of what
they did. Opinion is your view on
their decision - good or bad.
The views expressed are your
own. They may not be shared by
everyone, but they are how you
feel about the teachers going on
strike, whether you think they are
right or wrong, the effects the
strike may have on you and other
students.

successive Asian financial collapses,
and the global financial meltdown
in 2008. The economy shrank in the
first quarter of 2020 because of the
Covid-19 pandemic, but it is still expected to be the only big economy to
grow this year.
Today, the world’s four largest
banks measured by assets are Chinese. Combined, they have assets of
$15,000 billion — more than the total
of the next six global banks. One of
China’s great corporate successes is
Huawei, the telecoms group on which
the world depends, or so we are told,
for 5G technology. Another is Alibaba,
founded by the entrepreneur Jack Ma.
China’s bond market, for government
and corporate debt, is growing in size,
even if it is not yet on a par with the
US or the eurozone.
Yet problems are accumulating.
High-profile corporate debt defaults in
the past few weeks have heightened
fears of much more to come. Stateowned enterprises, which account for
the bulk of economic activity, are riven
with inefficiencies and debt, much of
it owed to the four giant banks. One
of the country’s leading credit rating
agencies was suspended last week
after a former executive was accused
of bribery.
There are questions over whether
the investment-led model of growth
the party-state has pursued since the
crisis of 2008 is running out of steam.

One of the most striking statistics
about China today — cited in an article
last year in the Nikkei Asian Review –
is that 65 million apartments lie empty
across the country after the construction boom of the past decade.
China’s size also tends to obscure the
limits of its economic achievement.
Its per-capita gross domestic product
is still much lower than that of developed countries. Inequality is rising,
and so is the social dislocation caused
by environmental degradation and
poor public health. It is not a surprise
that the virus causing the pandemic
originated in Wuhan, a Chinese city of
ten million people.
China is not the Soviet Union, the
one-time rival to the West which
collapsed in 1989 in a tidal wave of
decrepitude. China is rich, modern,
ambitious, cohesive, sophisticated,
entrepreneurial and dynamic. Nobody,
including probably the Soviets, ever
said that about the USSR.
Yet the more it cements its superpower status, the more China seems
insecure about that status. Arguably,
being a superpower lends itself to insecurities, as the US has demonstrated
from time to time (see Vietnam). Its
Belt and Road Initiative, the massive
diplomatic and financial push to expand its reach and influence overseas,
is facing growing resentment in countries where Beijing has planted its flag.
Much of China’s diplomacy is

heavy-handed. This can be seen in the
battalions of “wolf warrior” diplomats
peddling conspiracy theories about
the origins of the pandemic. It can be
seen in the crackdown in Hong Kong,
which has alienated not just the people of that territory, but much of the
West. It is curious that Beijing felt this
was a price worth paying for crushing
the spirit of what was once China’s
gateway to the outside world.
The party-state also remains deeply
Stalinist, or perhaps Maoist. The governing ideology is a conservative-nationalist policy called “Xi Jinping
Thought”, in honour of its current
president. One expression of this ideology is the incarceration of China’s
Uighur Muslim minority in “re-education camps” — and there is nothing
more Stalinist, or Maoist, or more revealing of a superpower’s insecurities,
than a re-education camp.
The West needs a balanced and
grown-up policy towards Beijing, one
that neither cowers before its power nor indulges it excessively. Each
of these positions misses the bigger
picture about China, which is that it
is doing what superpowers do. The
interesting thing about the Chang’e-5
mission is its lack of ambition. Landing
a craft on the Moon was a considerable
technical achievement. But didn’t the
Americans get there first?

Pedestrians in
Berlin pass graffiti
of Xi Jinping,
Communist Party
of China General
Secretary, and US
president Donald
Trump kissing
each other Getty

vboland@businesspost.ie

Punching below his weight: Trump
picks an unfair fight with Vietnam
The contradictions inherent
in the Trump administration’s
trade battles with China are
queuing up like ships laden with cheap imports at a
crowded port.
The US Treasury declared
last week that Switzerland
and Vietnam were “currency
manipulators”, meaning that
the governments of those two
countries, through their central banks, deliberately keep
the value of their currency
low in order to gain an unfair
advantage in bilateral trade.
The Swiss are experienced
enough to fight this battle by
themselves. The Swiss franc is
one of the few currencies that
can be described as a “safe
haven”.
Along with the US dollar
and the euro, investors buy it
as a refuge when they think
the world is going to hell in
a handcart. As a result, the
Swiss National Bank spends
a lot of time and reserves
“managing” the franc.
The accusation against
Vietnam is more revealing,
and more unjust. The country has one of Asia’s most
dynamic economies, and the
Vietnamese people are doing

a remarkable job of recovering from the devastation of
the war.
Since Trump targeted China with a range of sanctions
and tariffs on exports, Vietnam has benefited. The tariffs on Chinese goods
are designed to
get US importers
to seek alternative supplies
— and Vietnam
is a natural place
to look.

Vietnam has been so successful at turning itself into
an alternative to China for
the manufactured goods
America imports, especially
textiles, that it runs a large
and growing trade surplus with the US. Last
year, that surplus
reached $54.5 billion, according to
the Office of the
US Trade Representative. Overall,
Vietnam is the

Janet Yellen, Biden’s treasury secretary-designate

Getty

13th largest trading partner of
the US for goods.
In the Trump administration’s myopic view, a trade
surplus is evidence of unfair competition. Thus, the
treasury has concluded that
Vietnam is cheating. That is,
at best, a partial reading of
ig
what is really going on. It ignores other factors that play
a part beyond any relation
to the dong, the Vietnamese
con
currency, including the consequences of unilateral US
actions.
“curren
The accusation of “currency manipulation” is a serious
one, and means that Vietnam
nego
will have to enter into negotiations with the US Treasury
Mon
and the International Monetary Fund to address the
issue.
That is a shabby way to
treat an important regional
coun
ally, not to mention a country to which the US owes a
historical debt. Janet Yellen,
the Biden administration’s
secretary-desig
treasury secretary-designate, should, on day one,
throw out her predecessor’s
self-serving and ill-timed
accusation.

Column

But the key is to say something
only if you have something to say.
There is no point sitting on the
fence. Be provocative, stir a few
emotions, ruffle a few feathers.
There is nothing better that a
good rant, once you can back up
your argument.
Never try to be controversial for
the sake of it.

ELLEN
COYNE

‘Politics and social media share
one thing in common — they both
start out as popularity contests’

I
‘Young women
had such low
expectations
for Irish
politicians that
when a health
minister finally
supported
reproductive
rights, some
mistook it for
flirting’

rish politicians have an interesting relationship
with the internet. As everyone knows, the apex of
this was March 2013 when then Labour TD Sean
Kenny tweeted, “Eoin, did u collect the eggs.”
The nadir was last week, when the official Fine
Gael Twitter account posted a video of Richard
Bruton making scones and sincerely insisted that
this was “the wholesome content you’ve been
waiting for all year”.
Politicians are trying hard to make us like them by creating online avatars of themselves neutered of all political
skill and responsibility. Everyone knows where ground
zero for this contagion of Wholesome Dad content is:
Simon Harris’s Instagram account. A threatened motion of
no confidence in his performance as health minister effectively brought down the government, after it triggered an
election in January. Yet he’s managed to cultivate the same
innocuous brand as one of the dungaree-clad presenters
who used to mind Bosco. One day, I firmly expect to see
he has gone live on Instagram with an empty margarine
box, a lollipop stick and the promise to show us how to
make a little bád.
This started during repeal, when Harris found himself
held in astoundingly high esteem. My theory is that young
women had such low expectations for Irish politicians that
when a health minister finally supported reproductive
rights, some mistook it for flirting.
Either way, I’ve been watching in disbelief as Harris has
managed to curate a public image as a figure of wholesomeness in the two years since through solidly banal
content. He broadcasts himself chopping vegetables, or
putting his work clothes — literal blue shirts — into the
washing machine. His party noticed that it worked for
him, and has now produced a carousel of his colleagues
filming themselves doing the most mundane and inoffensive tasks imaginable. Powerful legislative influencers are
disguising themselves as helpless social media ones.
Obviously, I hate this. I think it’s weird at best, maybe
an act of bad faith at worst. If there are people out there
— and we know there are — whose sole engagement with
politics is through social media, then I don’t believe those
in government should be rebranding themselves as humble online personalities proffering soup recipes and knitting patterns. But beyond my personal distaste for it, I also
think this will contribute to something that will eventually
damage politicians themselves.
Politics and social media share one thing in common,
which is they both start out as popularity contests. If you
win a democratic popularity contest — aka an election —
your next job is to start doing things. But if you earn popularity on Instagram, you must subsequently try to do as
little as possible. Nothing offensive or divisive, or you risk
provoking the conclusive hatred of the internet. Online pop-

ularity is wholly incompatible with political success, which
requires concession and compromise. Richard Bruton, he
of the scones, has been in politics since the early 1980s and
I doubt at this point he gives a shit when people say they dislike him. But I think younger politicians whose careers have
been inextricably linked with social media care very much.
I’ve seen this in Green party politicians who have staggered from the corridors of power onto their social media
timelines, completely bamboozled by the unpopularity
that comes with governing. “Hey guys,” they say, as they
start frantically writing incredibly long threads explaining
and/or excusing their government’s decisions. All these
threads say to me is, “please like me again.”
It’s easy to say politicians need to expect to be hated. This
is particularly rich coming from me. If I was a minister and
had to listen to people criticise me on a daily basis I would
simply start crying in the Dáil chamber. But politicians who
start their careers being loved online seem to be particularly
ill-equipped for the acrimony that comes with finally getting
to govern. Fine Gael is making this worse, by actively trying
to make shallow internet popularity a more significant part
of modern Irish politics than it deserves to be.
Social media is a collective community where we feel like
we’re part of an ‘Us’. When you’re a politician, you become
a ‘Them’ and no parsnip soup video can change that. If
your priority is being liked, you need to swap the influential job for an influencer one once and for all.

We Need to
Talk About...
Joy is not a finite resource.
If ever you needed to be
reminded of that, maybe
it’s now.
I know I’ve been
suspicious of the good
news this week, paranoid
about if and when 2020
will return to form. But
one of the worst years
in recent record in terms
of the collective human
experience apparently has
its own misery police on
hand to make sure we don’t
lose the run of ourselves.

Whether it was the
intriguing hope of a
possible vaccine, or the
unbridled joy in streets
across America following
Donald Trump’s electoral
loss there were plenty of
social media misanthropes
trying to rain on our
parade this week. Yes,
we know the United
States democracy is not
repaired and no we are not
expecting to be inoculated
this side of Christmas.
But surely, this year of all
years, we shouldn’t need
permission to indulge in
some brief relief?
@ellenmcoyne
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Comment
Over to you...
SOCCER: Jose Mourinho
remains at top of his game

SPURS boss Jose
Mourinho said he plans to
never retire — and
expects to be working as
a football manager into
his seventies.
Jose (57) said he never
wants to give up working
and thinks his decades of
experience will stand to
him if he continues to
manage teams.
The Portuguese native is
one of the most decorated
football managers of all
time, having won trophies
with teams such as Porto,
Chelsea, Inter Milan and
Real Madrid.
Mourinho said at the
Web Summit yesterday: “I
always try to be better
and this is a kind of job
where experience only
can make us better.

• Choose an opinion piece from one of the papers
supplied. What interests you? Write your own version.
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• Compare and contrast how broadsheet and tabloid
papers handle comment. Which do you prefer? Why?
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Fianna Fáil
has gone
from stroke
to joke

F

ianna Fáil’s chaotic beginning in
government is what happens
when a cryogenically frozen party
finds itself defrosted in a new era.
It is now worth asking whether Fianna
Fáil is fit to govern at all.
The party’s honeymoon period of about
2.5 seconds was downright laughable.
This was an Armando Iannucci version of

the party, right in the thick of it. No sooner
had Micheál Martin become Taoiseach – a
journey that doesn’t seem to have any
signposts beyond that destination – than
the chaos began.
Their opening week was coloured by a
motley crew of self-involved jostling
wannabes, either jilting gigs or bemoaning the fact someone else got more treats

Incrediblyjuvenile
For a party reliant on a base that’s long in
the tooth, Fianna Fáil’s current incarnation is incredibly juvenile. Given the
multiple crises on nearly every front
imaginable nationally and globally, they’d
want to grow up fast. But hey, this is who
Fianna Fáil is: Mé Féin. They are The Real
Housewives of the Dáil – all drama,
dynasties, and one-off housing. The
Fianna Fáil bubble is mirrored and
non-porous. Perspective appears largely
absent. Do they know what they look like
to those watching on? Two words: ama-

‘‘

For a party reliant on a
base that’s long in the
tooth, Fianna Fáil’s
current incarnation is
incredibly juvenile

make for decent theatre when there’s not
much else going on, but there is no
appetite for a cycle of ridiculous controversies in the current circumstances.
We are facing the biggest public health
crisis in modern history, and the greatest
economic one. It is an insult to the seriousness of the moment, and to the monumental effort and sacrifices that have characterised the collective response of the
public, and the social cohesion we have
shown as a nation, for a party in government to be in such disarray.
What exactly is Fianna Fáil’s mission in
government? What is the Taoiseach’s big
idea? We know that the party doesn’t so
much plan as plot, but where are they
bringing the country? Who is the modern

voice of the party? Who speaks to or for a
modern electorate? And what’s next? At
what point will another Fianna Fáil TD or
Minister become embroiled in another
scandal? You know it’s going to happen.
It’s in their DNA.
For now, they’ve gone from stroke to
joke, because the main existential issue
for Fianna Fáil is no longer the anger or
despair that greeted their return to power,
it’s the increasing laughter from the stalls.
Their credibility – whatever they could
muster in that short period after the
election when we were meant to accept
their return to power as something
normal– is shot. Fianna Fáil is a 20th-century party that has found itself unable to
get to grips with 2020. Politics, the
electorate and the media have moved on a
lot over the past decade since they were in
power, and Fianna Fáil has not been part
of that change. With no ideas to channel
outwards, they turn inwards and on
themselves.
The electorate puts up with a certain
amount of in-party jostling. Dissent and
debate within parties is often a healthy
sign.
But not this. You can have all the scraps
backstage that you want, so long as there
are some decent actors treading the
boards and reading from a quality script.
But when all you have are barneys in the
green room, then it’s curtains.

Joined-up policy
on media
now required
Michael
Foley
COMMENT Opinion
THE

No time for
ministerialProgrammefor
governmentlacks
sacrifice detailaboutaddressing
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SUNSPORT COLUMNISTS
HEFFERNAN . . . trials

Cathal’’s
mind on
Italy prize
By NEIL O’RIORDAN

CATHAL HEFFERNAN will
begin
training
with
Atalanta this morning as
he looks for an Italian job.
The son of Olympic
medallist Rob Heffernan
travelled to Italy with his
mother Marian, who competed in the London
Games, to begin a series
of trials.
The centre-half will train
with the Bergamo club
this week before moving
on to Roma next week. He
is due to spend a third
week with either AC Milan
or Juventus.
He is being advised by
former Ireland and Manchester City midfielder
Stephen Ireland.
Former race-walker Rob
confirmed that he had
been forced to look further afield after Brexit
meant players from Ireland cannot now sign for
British clubs until they
turn 18.
SunSport revealed last
July that Inter Milan were
set to snap up Kevin Zefi
from Shamrock Rovers
and Rob told Claire Byrne
Live: “It has changed the
whole landscape.
“He is looking at other
options and the Italy
option is such a massive
opportunity.
“Cathal had his heart
set on going away. He is
very close to Stephen Ireland and spent a couple
of months with him, at
Manchester United, Burnley and Celtic.
“When
the
rules
changed he was gutted
but this is a huge opportunity for him.”
Rob reckons that his
family’s athletics background will serve the Cork
City Academy player well.
He added: “He’s superdedicated but he just
thinks
that’s
normal
because he’s grown up in
that environment.”

Gerrard’s
not ready
By DEREK McGREGOR

LIVERPOOL legend Mark
Lawrenson believes Steven
Gerrard is still not ready
to become Anfield boss.
Five-time league winner
Lawro saluted Gerrard’s
achievement in guiding
Rangers to a first title in
a decade.
But he maintained his
fellow Reds great cannot yet
be considered a replacement for Jurgen Klopp.
Lawrenson, 63, told the
BBC: “Steven Gerrard is
still a way off becoming
Liverpool manager.
“Due to Liverpool’s poor
season, everyone is saying,
‘Steven will be next’.
“But for all the success
at
Rangers,
managing
Liverpool is on a different
spectrum. It would be a
massive step.”
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HEALTH Minister Simon Harris
is facing a motion of no confidence tabled by Sinn Fein, despite his best efforts to put the
controversy over the National
Children’s Hospital to bed.
He apologised yesterday for
not answering questions on the
cost of the hospital “more fully”
and insisted it was never his
intention to mislead the Dail.
There are still a lot of questions to be answered as the
controversial hospital’s construction costs now look set to
run to a massive €1.7bn.
How this information was
communicated between the
various government departments – and when – needs to
be known.
Questions will keep on coming as we learn the extent of
the cutbacks that will have to
be made to fund this project.
The money has to come from
somewhere, and it is taxpayers
who will have to pay the price.
However, calling for someone’s head is not going to fix
the problem.
The project cannot be
derailed by controversy. Our
children need and deserve a
top-class health facility, and
whatever happens, we must not
lose sight of this.

strugglesinsector

I

n the opening scene of the
film comedy Space Force,
the new four-star air-force
general is sitting with the
other service chiefs waiting to
be made head of the air force.
Instead, to his disbelief, he gets
the new service, Space Force.
The other generals laugh.
One wonders if there was a
similar reaction from Catherine Martin as she read
through her new ministerial
■ A drone photograph of the reopened Greenan Maze at Ballinanty, Greenan, Co Wicklow. The traditional farm, run
Every Monday, The Irish Times
brief and saw, along with arts,
by Will & Anita Wheeler, has two mazes, three museums and nature walks.
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editors select a
IT’LL NEVER TAKE
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photograph
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see Mbappe, or indeed that tells its own story
Parrott, playing at the
sport and heritage, she was
old Galway Airport site
assigned a new area, media.
WOULD you rather have a circus
And not media as it used to be,
come visit your town or have a
playground built in it?
RTÉ, a few technical areas and
One will give a quick hit of excitement but leave a mess behind when it
packs up and leaves.
a regulatory body. In her case,
*****
she is the Minister for local
radio, local newspapers,
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national newspapers, online
and all broadcasting.
So far she has kept quiet, so
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subsidies support jobs, avoid market
could transform Ireland into a
also the investment Keynes Keynes
advocated – housing. It is time to
commission was to report.
concentration and put firms on a growth
better place in which to live and work.
advocated – housing. It is
build public housing directly and stop all
The new commission has, as
path.
It could help firms recover, bring us a
yet, no members and no terms
single-tier health system and end the
time to build public housing the off-balance-sheet nonsense.
Additionally, part of the PCP should be
of reference, but is to report in
Grants
housing crisis. But it could also sink the
directly and stop all the
to build world-class public transport in
nine months’ time.
It is impossible to get everything right, but
economy under a mountain of debt.
off-balance-sheet nonsense major cities, better hospitals, clinics,
The commission is to report
The cost undoubtedly will be enormous there are some actions the Government
preschools, schools, investment in climate
on the measures to be taken to
must do right. First, there should be no
but done correctly and prudently, it could
and in human capital, in education,
ensure a vibrant, independent
subsidies to firms which have no hope of
ultimately boost economic development.
training and active labour-market policies

World Cup
bid will
distract
us from
Neil O’Riordan
Stimuluspackagecould
the real
issues
transformIrelandforbetter
in Irish
football
SEMPLE MINDS . . .
there have been calls to
play World Cup games
in Thurles stadium

Times
present

The other will be an amenity providing
developmental benefits when it comes to
social, mental, physical and coordination
skills on an ongoing basis.
So, what’s it to be, kids?
There might be some excuse for children
going down the instant gratification route
but surely we should expect better from our
football administrators and politicians?
Last week, Boris Johnson confirmed the
UK government would provide £2.8million
towards a feasibility study on Britain and
Ireland hosting the centenary World Cup.
Minister of State for Sport Jack Chambers
did not put a price on our contribution but
suggested a ‘significant amount’ of the
department’s major events division’s €6m
budget would go towards this.
The decision to proceed to the next stage
was broadly welcomed.
Across the water, there was predictable
talk about football coming home.
Although, having twice failed to win the
rights to host the finals on their own since
1966, this time England are enlisting the help
of their neighbours to try to win friends and
influence people in Fifa.
There was no less enthusiasm on display
here, with local politicians keen to get in on
the act.
Fianna Fáil TD Jackie Cahill said Thurles
should be included as one of the host venues.
At least Semple Stadium is actually in
existence, unlike in Galway where his party
colleague, councillor Alan Cheevers, was calling for a 48,000-seater stadium to be built.
One of the sites he suggested was Galway
Airport, which last had a commercial flight
more than five years ago. If the airline in
question had been called White Elephant the
irony might still have been lost on him.
There will be more of this nonsense to
endure but any politician who tries to piggyback on this should be given the lowdown
on where Irish football is right now.
They should have their eyes opened to
how, through a mixture of recklessness
(changing seasons from winter to summer
and back again), neglect (insufficient allweather facilities) and misfortune (Covid-19),

Paul
Sweeney
Opinion

Capital spending
plan should aim to end
two-tier health system
and housing crisis

T

a generation of young footballers have had
their growth stunted over the last few years.
It means that the single biggest issue facing the game is not whether we seize what
might be a once-in-lifetime opportunity to
stage one of the world’s biggest sporting
spectacles here.
It is whether we can try to repair the
damage done to player development in
recent years so there is not a crisis —
another one — coming down the tracks with
regards to our national team, but also participation at grassroots level.
Nobody will convince me that chasing the
glamour prize will not result in us, once
again, taking our eye off the ball when it
comes to the work that matters.
The idea that we can do both might be
more persuasive had we a history of doing
right by the game at all levels.
We do not — our obsession with big-ticket
items like managers, stadia and tournament
bids continually distracts us from what really
matters, which is getting the foundations right
in Irish football and building from there.
So it is hard to escape the conclusion that
embarking on what might be a fruitless pursuit will be a drain on focus and resources
which should be diverted elsewhere for more
lasting results.
Because, while Covid-19 may ultimately
spare us from having to endure co-hosting a
tournament for which we did not qualify
this summer, if Uefa decides to move
Dublin’s Euros matches elsewhere, alarm
bells should be ringing about the prospect of
it happening nine years down the line.
The argument over whether Ireland ‘has
the players’ any more raged throughout Martin O’Neill’s time as national team manager.
His final act as Ireland boss before he was

‘‘

sacked, bringing on Michael Obafemi for his
debut with ten minutes to go against Denmark in November 2018, pointed towards a
younger generation ready to emerge.
Since then, we have seen Aaron Connolly,
Adam Idah, Troy Parrott, Dara O’Shea, Jason
Knight and Jayson Molumby capped, with
Caoimhín Kelleher and Nathan Collins likely
to follow this year.
Although there is no guarantee any of
them will reach the same heights, it is the
most exciting crop since Damien Duff, Robbie Keane and Richard Dunne broke on to
the scene around the same time.
They are young enough to potentially be
around for the 2030 World Cup but, by then,
they will need to be supplemented by players now in their young-to-mid teens who
have yet to kick a ball in anger in 2021.
In fact, the vast majority of kids playing
organised football have had one competitive
match in the past year because of Covid-19.
That alone would be bad enough but it is
compounded by what went before.
In 2017, leading leagues such as the DDSL
switched to summer football as per the FAI’s
wishes. Unsurprisingly, the months of June,
July and August were disrupted because of
players and coaches being on holiday.
But, rather than try to work through those
problems, a decision was taken in May 2019
— when the FAI was too powerless to try
and resist — to revert to winter football.
So that season was cut short. It started up
again that September only for the final
months of the year to be largely a write-off
because of weather which was even worse
than normal, making pitches unplayable.
Then came March last year, the cessation
of all activities, before a summer resumption,
a couple of friendly matches and one league

fixture before another disruption with only
training allowed until Christmas and none
given the green light since.
With the national underage leagues, up
until now, kicking in only every second year,
the problems from an already-flawed system
have been made worse.
Players are going from seven-a-side to
11-a-side football having played virtually no
nine-a-side football.
In Germany, even in normal times, this
transition is smoothed over by playing the
first half of a match with the smaller number and the second with the larger. Here?
Sink or swim, it seems.
This is the system which — in the absence
of an exemption in the wake of Brexit — is
now expected to maximise the potential of
our brightest hopes until the age of 18.
It stands to reason that this is going to
have a negative impact on the conveyor belt
of talent, with 2030 in or around the time it
will be most acutely felt.
That is not to mention the far-more reaching consequence of a whole generation of
kids falling out of the habit of structured
physical exercise.
There is genuine concern among those
involved in youth football about what they
will be returning to when the time comes.
How many players will be lost to the game?
These are not purely football issues but
societal ones, with obvious implications for
our health system down the line if enthusiasm for sport cannot be rekindled.
Despite all that and the pointers suggesting limited transmission in outdoor sport,
the FAI seems unwilling to publicly lobby
government for a return to action.
With memories of a state-led bailout still
fresh, the Association seems cowed, like a
child afraid to ask if it is still grounded
after a major transgression.
But, in the meantime, the kids, society and
the future prospects of our national team
will continue to suffer.
So, if the government and FAI want to
collaborate on an ambitious project for 2030,
let them talk about building all-weather
pitches the length and breadth of the country, so we can try to make up for some lost
time. Tell the circus where to go.
In time, even the kids will thank them
for it.

Don’t coop
up our kids

TROPICAL house sounds like a type
of greenhouse or a brand of orange
juice — but it’s actually my taste in music,
according to Spotify.
The streaming service tells its listeners
what songs they tuned into the most each
year, and apparently I enjoyed the “chill
vibes and melodic beats of the best deep
house with a pop twist” of these tunes.

It didn’t seem right that I could be a
massive fan without even knowing
that I was.
But then Spotify told me that I listened
to 200 genres, including 66 new ones, this
year. I didn’t think there were even 200
genres of music.
‘Mellow gold’ and ‘outlaw country’
were other ones I had tuned into with-

l
l

out knowing.
Suddenly it all became clear that these
sub-genres probably have everything to
do with hits and streams and nothing to
do with the actual music.
Music and pop culture moves with the
times. But tropical house — made
popular by the likes of Kygo — sounds a
bit too exotic for me.

l

TUNES: Kygo is
king of genre
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The Sunday Times
ESTABLISHED

they do”. Whether that will
come within the scope of the
Online Safety and Media
Regulation Bill, published by
the outgoing government, is
unclear. That Bill was designed to establish a super
Broadcasting Authority of
Ireland to regulate not only
broadcasting but online
media. The new body will be
called the Media Commission.
The programme also
promises to “review and
reform defamation laws, to
ensure a balanced approach to
the right to freedom of expression, the right to protection of
good name and reputation,
and the right of access to
justice”. This is a bizarre
inclusion. That review is
actually a legal requirement
under the 2009 Defamation
Act, and is already five years
behind schedule.
So, what’s new? The commission will come up with ways to
ensure the survival of public-service broadcasting via
some sort of variant of a
broadcasting or media charge;
a Broadcasting Bill supporting
independent broadcasters “in
the important work they do”
which is probably a Bill already
published; it will support Irish
language broadcasting – and
that is probably it. There are
no details. The commission
looks like the one that had
already been announced; the
promised legislation looks like
that published by the outgoing
government; and the review of
defamation is five years late.

V CTOR A

are imported from the UK each
year, mainly for chippers. But
after January 1, those spuds will
land outside EU safety rules.
As if there wasn’t enough to
feel guilty about when digging
into a chipper, we now have to deal
with the fact that we’re not even
helping our own farmers.
Supporting our own when enjoying a bag of chips next year would
make it even more a-peel-ing.

n

Dazzling

In the end, I went for white icicle
lights for the roof and light-up displays of reindeer and snow for the
windows.
My
lights look, if I
may
say
so
myself,
fantastic.
And the dazzling
display
that has sprung
up not the road
Boxes
has, in fact,
Window boxes
brought some
began popping
festive
cheer
in
up. Neighbours
this year of
were
colourdoom
a nd
coordinating
FESTIVE SIGHT: My Christmas lights
gloom.
planted pots.
There’s a sense
And there was
of community
a flurry of neighspirit that there never was before
bourhood clean-ups.
COVID.
When the day of judging rolled
It would be nice to think the new
around, it wasn’t enough to have the
tradition will get bigger and bolder in
garden looking well.
years to come.
Windows were freshly washed. Cars
But I’m told my cheeriness will be
were taken out of drive ways.
long gone after
I’ve
One neighbour even gave their front
gotten
to
door a fresh lick of paint for the
grips with
occasion.
taking
The road never looked better — and
them
most of us want it to stay that way.
down. So
And now that Christmas is almost
I’ll enjoy
here, my neighbours are going all out
it while
to bring some festive cheer.
it lasts.
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Minister’shomenot
theplaceforprotest

I

STEREOTYPES would suggest
that Irish people eat potatoes
for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
They are a staple food here and
plenty do eat them daily, albeit not
for every meal. Roast, mash, boiled
or baked with dinner. And the
occasional treat of chipper chips.
But that speciality may be no
more as a post-Brexit potato
ban could affect supplies.
Around 80,000 tonnes of potatoes

n

I’m relatively new to the road that I
live on and had simply fallen with
what had been going on before I got
there up until now.
That simply meant showing my face
once a year at the residents’ meeting,
leaving the bins in a certain spot and
running to the shop for whoever
needed it during the lockdown.
But things stepped up a gear during
the summer.
Stuck at home,
some neighbours
discovered their
green-fingered
talents
and
entered us into
the Tidy Towns
contest.

The views
expressed are your
own. They may
not be shared by
everyone, but they
are how you
feel.
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teur hour.
Let’s take a lesson from the past. The
sad death of Jack Charlton allows us to
reflect on his many achievements and the
joy he brought to Irish soccer fans. But it’s
also worth remembering the playing style
he encouraged. With a stable of players
often devoid of world-class technical
talent, yet full of spirit, it was all about the
long ball. The quality of a pedestrian
playing style didn’t matter when other
teams found it hard to contend with. But
then football moved on, and the latter era
of Charlton’s team left them hoofing the
ball into the box, searching for a fortunate
header while everyone else played rings
around them on the ground.
It became less of a tactic and more of an
act of hope. This is what Fianna Fáil looks
like now, wedded to an outdated style they
can’t escape, while the game has radically
changed.
The bitterness from some quarters of
Fianna Fáil – Barry Cowen in particular –
affronted by how a confusing version of
events regarding drink-driving and an odd
driver’s licence history maintained its
presence on front pages and on news
bulletins, is both arrogant and delusional.
It’s part of the media’s job to hold politicians to account. What are journalists
meant to do? Look away from the train
wreck, or rubberneck and investigate?
These kinds of shenanigans might

n

Nobody put up outdoor lights in
years gone by — but the road has lit
up this year in an effort to bring some
brightness to these dark days.
I didn’t want to be the one to let my
side of the road down so I decided I’d
have to make an effort.
I never took on the challenge of a
Christmas lights display before and
had a lot to think about.
Battery or mains-powered? White
lights or coloured? What were the
benefits of rope lights or fairy lights
over cluster lights or projector lights?

I NEVER thought I’d be one to
keep up with my neighbours
— but the Christmas lights
rivalry among the residents on
my road has brought out my
competitive streak.

SUPPLIES:
Chips from the
likes of Leo
Burdock have
been put at risk
due to Brexit

l

• Write a letter to the editor in not more than 400 words.

than them – never mind the Barry Cowen
fiasco. The din was tantamount to noise
pollution, the ugly echoing clatter of
narcissists trundling over the airwaves
with all the self-importance parochial
political office imbues. It wasn’t so much
sharpening knives as fashioning shanks
ready to lunge at Martin, despite the fact
that he’s the one who has brought them to
this point. What are they like?
What a great boon for Fine Gael – who
love the idea of being the adults in the
room – for Martin to have first dibs to
appease his Gollum-like desire for the
Taoiseach’s chair. The way things are
going, Fianna Fáil will be in implosion
mode on a fortnightly basis. Fine Gael has
probably already fitted the home office
with a popcorn machine.

Neighbourly cheer arrives

A-PEEL OF
OUR SPUDS

Tropical house? Beats me...
THE WORLD
ACCORDING TO
BILLY SCANLAN

Una
Mullally

CHRISTMAS HAS
LIT UP MY LIFE..

Fresh

“I really believe today
I’m much better than I
was 10 or 20 years ago. If
I love what I do, if I feel
fresh, it’s motivation.
“It’s part of my DNA. If
I change probably a little
bit of my profile, and at
this moment I think much
more about others than
myself, I always like to
take players into a different dimension.
“I’m a 57-year-old, very
young in relation to my
job, so I wouldn’t be surprised if I have 10-15
years ahead of me.
“Everybody saying my
career is long, which is
true, but I don’t see the
end. I feel exactly the
same passion, the same
desire to learn every day.
“I think it’s just a pleasure. My white hair for
sure has nothing to do
with a stressful job.”

• Look at the letters page in one of the papers supplied.
Choose one that you agree/disagree with? Outline why.
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No way FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER: @LAURA_COLGAN
Jose will
quit his
career..

• Newspapers are as much about views as news. Can you
distinguish between the two? Select some examples.
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Laura Colgan
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Challenges
Of course, the programme for
government talked of the
importance of a “vibrant,
diverse and independent
media” being essential to our
“democracy and our cultural
development”. The media
sector is facing challenges, but
there is nothing yet said about
how a new Minister would
work with the media in
addressing those same
challenges, or how newspapers might be supported, or
what sort of legislation might
ensure a fair share of advertising revenue with the social-media giants, or how jobs would
be maintained after Covid-19
payments are gone. Moreover,
there is nothing on ownership
and how it might be regulated.
Ireland has a vibrant media,
RTÉ, commercial radio and
television, local and national
newspaper industry, much of it
online, and online-only media,
all of whose role during the
Covid-19 pandemic constituted an important element of
public-service journalism.
Those journalists were also
asking questions, seeking
clarity and finding new sources
of expertise. One thinks of the
science and health correspondents who corrected online
misinformation.
While circulations plummet-
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Anything But Equal
By Sophie Quinn
Mount Sackville, Chapelizod, Dublin

Learn from last year’s Opinion category winner

Adult Things
Romance is like a walk in the park. Jurassic Park.
My brother was never a fan of fiction books growing up. I, on the
other hand, gobbled them up quicker than the Labrador puppy we
accidentally underfed for two weeks. So when my parents started
arguing, the first thing that popped into my twelve-year-old head was
‘divorce’. I knew what was stampeding towards us six months before my
big brother did; the young adult novels that lined my bedroom walls
had spelled it out for me. I just never thought I would become the main
character.
It didn’t take me long to learn that something about families falling
apart makes people twitchy. More twitchy than a mariachi group
marooned behind a bush after a flopped proposal. So I respect and pity
those who open a conversation with kids of divorce. Since everyone’s
experience is as unique as a cheetah’s spots, it’s hard to navigate the
topic without offending someone. And that’s exactly why kids’ questions
are smothered like the runt of a litter. But here’s what people don’t
understand – the real problem isn’t that partners split. The problem is
the kids that are left behind. The kids that, when the shackles of legal
bills are thrown to the dust, still straddle a chasm of distrust, conflict,
and bittersweet memories, liable to fall apart at any moment with the
travel bag that sits at the front door, never gathering dust.
Some of us ‘bounce back’ just fine. Like I said, not all separations are as
contested as pineapple on pizza. But the kids unfortunate enough to be
caught in the middle of a dogfight face an increased risk of clinical
depression, emotional detachment, and one hell of an awkward
graduation.

head off, mediation is the go-to resolution reacher. This involves a
mediator, the ex-spouses and sometimes their lawyers reenacting the
Knights of the Round Table until everyone has an equal piece of the
breakup pie. Unsurprisingly, that doesn’t always float the boat. This is
when the awe-inspiring family courts step up to ‘save the day’. Judicial
separation means that a judge is appointed to decide how assets are
divvied up. When minors are involved, the court usually orders a Section
47. Essentially, the dirty work of deciding where children will live and
what they will see of each parent is passed on to a counsellor. For kids,
the whole process goes a little like this:
Your future bundled into a single file in a stack as high as your parents’
blood pressure. Your fate resting on whether you can prove you know
your desires better than a big-shot psychologist that you met for three
hours. Your teenage years dwindling away at the hands of a system that
claims to have the best interests of children at heart, but can barely
make decisions before your childhood comes to a pathetic end.
In 2021, divorce isn’t an ‘adult thing’ any more than sex is. Unfortunately,
people love to ignore children even more than they love the commute
to work in a pandemic. Don’t get me wrong – I’d rather I wasn’t thrown
into that mess just as much as the next kid. But once I was, I wished
people could just get their act together. Wished they would stop
using age as an excuse to dismiss questions as inappropriate. Stop
ignoring that Michelle Obama comparing Donald Trump’s presidency
to ‘spending the weekend with your divorced dad’ was a slap in the face
to me and my father. And stop pretending I didn’t have a high enough
security clearance to be informed of the fate of my family.
They say, ‘The family that prays together stays together’. Pity we weren’t
religious.

A lot of people aren’t aware of how things are sorted in a separation,
so here’s a bitesized refresher. When one partner isn’t biting the other’s

SEARCHING FOR RESCUE 116 by Steve Humphreys
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Sport
What makes
a good sports

journalist?
The ingredients that make a sports
reporter are similar to that of a decent
stew. An unorthodox comparison, but bear
with us! No one dominant component
brings about that delectable flavour, more
a combination of everything flung into
the pot. A good sports reporter possesses
every kind of spice you will find in a kitchen
cabinet, and more.
You can write, sure, but can you investigate?
Can you sniff out a back page lead? Can
you ask the hard questions? Can you go
where no one else is willing to go? Above
everything else, are you willing to do all of
the above?
Many exceptional writers didn’t or don’t
have the work ethic to cut it. Sports
reporting does not entail sitting at your
desk, waxing lyrically about your favourite
soccer team.
Heck, most sports reporters have never
seen the inside of an office. You are on the
beat all day, every day and you have to
know how to utilise that. If Henry Shefflin
is cutting the tape on some new clubhouse
in the middle of nowhere, get yourself
there and ask him how long hi s injury will
keep him out of action.
Come away with a story. Objectivity is
another important rule. Credit where
credit is due and likewise, criticise when
criticism is called for. Last, but by no means
least, a good sports reporter is one who is
prepared to start at the bottom and work
their way up.
Ewan MacKenna and Vincent Hogan all
started somewhere and you can be sure
it wasn’t on the pages of this country’s
most respected national newspapers. AllIreland finals and Six Nations clashes are
covered by those with years of experience.
Be prepared for U10 soccer games and
schools camogie finals. The path ahead is
long and winding, but know that when you
eventually reach the summit, the view is
out of this world.
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Tips to
becoming
the best
Sport is news

Sports writers work to some of the tightest deadlines
in journalism and are still expected to uphold all the
same professional, legal and ethical standards, so
having that solid foundation of what it means to be a
reporter is fundamental. Sports reporting could take
a journalist anywhere.

Read everything
If you want to end up as a sports journalist or, to be
honest, any type of journalist, listen to the radio,
monitor Twitter, watch TV, read the papers with as
professional an eye as you can.
Follow the best in the business. Look at what they
are doing.
Absorbing the styles and techniques of the best
writers will not only help to influence your writing
style and structure but also help to develop that
eye for a story, of what is newsworthy and how to
pursue it.

HAPPINESS IS by Brendan Moran
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Sport
MUD WRESTLE by Garry O’Neill

Over to you...
• Interview a local sporting hero. Invite
them to visit your class for a questions
and answers session.
• Write up a match report. Go to a game of
your choice, take notes, try and get a few
quotes and write up your account of what
happened.
• Monitor and track a live game on the web or
on Twitter. Record your account.
• Interview a well known sports reporter/
columnist /editor. Talk to them about
their job, how they became involved in
journalism, their loves/hates etc.

Tips to becoming
the best

INDEPENDENT
Saturday, April 17, 2021 IRISH
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Get the skills

Sport Soccer

Seán Boyd pictured
near his home in
Swords this week
STEVE HUMPHREYS

The skills and knowledge employed by journalists
are exactly the same as for sports journalists.
The basics are the basics no matter which area of
journalism you’re in: speed, accuracy, diligence,
hard work.

Get the experience
What potential employers are looking for is
evidence on a CV that you have the motivation that
journalism requires.
If you’re offered work experience, don’t just sit in
the corner looking at the internet. Go to the editors
and ask: What can I do?
Finding a niche or a specialism can make the
difference in a competitive world because if you
can show that you are as knowledgeable as anyone
else in your field – be it tennis, golf, Formula 1 or
football – then you have more chance of getting
commissioned or getting that first job.
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WINNER

The Joy of Sport
by Emma Geoghegan
Ballinamore Community School, Co. Leitrim

Learn from last year’s Sports Journalism winner
The Joy of Sport

celebrate the victorious Cavan team.

Sunday the 22nd of November, 2020,
virtually 100 years to the day, was a
day of incredible joy and happiness
for the people of Tipperary and Cavan.
Tipperary won their first Munster Final
in 85 years while Cavan won their first
Ulster Final in 23.

I have never witnessed anything like the
joy, the excitement, and the happiness
in Cavan town before. Everyone stayed
in their cars, beeping their horns, and
flying their flags. Maybe a few hung out
of their windows.

Sport is so important in life for people’s
health and fitness but it also can bring
us immense joy. I myself watched the
Cavan-Donegal match with my family,
naturally only on television because no
one could go to it except players and
officials due to Covid-19 restrictions.

ACROSS
THE DIVIDE
The Irish Mail on Sunday May 2, 2021

64 SPORT GAELIC GAMES

SPECIAL
REPORT

By Mark
Gallagher

W

HEN Arlene Foster’s
legacy was sliced and
diced this week, it was
mostly about being sold
a pup by Boris Johnson
over Brexit, with
maybe the odd mention for cashfor-ash.
Scant attention was paid to the
sunny July afternoon in 2018 when
Northern Ireland’s First Minister
joined thousands of other Fermantrip
agh natives in making the short
to Clones for the Ulster football
final.
Foster was not the first DUP politician to publicly attend a GAA
match. Peter Robinson had joined
the
Martin McGuinness to watch
2012 McKenna Cup final between
Derry and Tyrone while Edwin
to
Potts, the current front-runner v
replace Foster, went to a Down
in
Donegal national league game
Sports
Stormont’s
as
Newry
Minister, his strategic late arrival
na
‘Amhran
ensuring he avoided
bhFiann’.
However, in the little bit of give
so
here and take there that defines
much of life in the North, Foster’s
gesture was the most significant.
see
Unfortunately, she didn’t get to
her county win their maiden provincial title as Donegal ran out easy
winners, but her presence in Clones
was a clear message that unionists
can feel welcome in a GAA ground.
Can engage with Gaelic Games.
Maybe even enjoy it.
of
Tomorrow marks the Centenary
Northern Ireland coming into existon
ence when a border was created
this island and the six counties were
divided into two sides. Us and them.
as
The GAA were always viewed
being on one side, and not the other.
It wasn’t always like this.

A GAME FOR ALL

As Northern
Ireland marks
100 years of
existence, we
look at GAA’s
attempts to
win over both
communities

PROGRESS: Ex-DUP leader Arlene

Michael Cusack envisaged an Assothe
ciation for all people to play
indigenous games of the island,
and
irrespective of political beliefs,
of
one of the early supporters
Cusack’s venture was none other
than his contemporary Edward CarUnionist
of
son, the embodiment
defiance.
But in Northern Ireland’s hurt and
complicated history, Gaelic Games
became enmeshed with nationalist
and republican identity.
Although they are some exceptions, most notably Peter Withnell
who won two All-Ireland titles with
Down, few Northern Protestants
played because they didn’t feel
comfortable or welcome or simply
thought of it as the other.
Diarmaid Marsden, star of the
Armagh team that won their first
All-Ireland in 2002, is at the
coalface of breaking down
age-old barriers and prejuAll-Britain Champidices in his role as the Ulster
onship (the initiaCouncil’s community development tive was parked this
officer. Drawing on his own experi- year because of the
ence of growing up in Lurgan, pandemic).
Marsden feels that inviting more
Both boys and
and
players from the Protestant
teams are
girls’
the
in
start
must
unionist tradition
picked. In the
schools.
past, the likes of
‘My town was split down the mid- Antrim town, Balthe
dle. On one side, we all went to
lymoney and Bancatholic primary school, catholic bridge, none GAA
Gaelic
played
school,
secondary
strongholds, were all
football. If we were on a soccer represented. ‘A few
our
team, it was with the boys from
the years ago, one of the teams
school, You go to university, join

Foster watches Michael Murphy celebrate

Donegal’s 2018 Ulster title

and building bridges.
I
‘When I saw Dave’s initial tweet,
ons
just sent him congratulati
because I thought this was a wonderful initiative. Someone was saying why shouldn’t there be a GAA
We
club in East Belfast. Why not?
by
long
A RISING IN THE EAST
too
for
back
held
have been
The most heart-warming GAA story binaries and boundaries in Northof this past difficult year has been ern Ireland, being on one side or the
the remarkable rise of East Belfast other. This was just about getting
and
GAA, started by former Down
young people together to play sport,’
London footballer Dave McGreevy Ervine explained.
one
sending out a speculative tweet
‘And it has been wonderful to see
night and has morphed into a thriv- how much it has grown. None of us
ing club with dozens of teams from can believe it. Sport can be a great
under-age level up in Gaelic foot- force for integration in this society
this
ball, camogie and hurling. And
and you don’t even have to think
all happened in an area considered about it in cross-community terms.
staunchly unionist which has been I think it is terrible that 23 years
50
untouched by Gaelic Games in
after the Good Friday Agreement
of
years.
was signed, we still talk in terms
Linda Ervine, the Irish language bringing 10 Catholics and 10 Protesto
big
activist, was asked by McGreevy
tants around a table as if it is a
be the club President. She admits deal. We have to get to a point where
no knowledge of the
‘Maybe, there won’t that she hadfrom herself and her things crossing communities isn’t a
apart
with
GAA,
happen
can
that
be 15 Protestant
the big deal and
husband being invited down for
children knockyoung people through sport.’
2016 All-Ireland hurling final
The removal of Rule 21, banning
ing on the door
‘I
between Tipperary and Kilkenny.
of a GAA club
security forces from being memam not a particularly sporty per-I bers, in 2001 was a move towards
wanting to
son, but we were invited down.
the unionwas being more welcoming to
fully expected to be bored, but I
completely absorbed in it, so fast
was
and furious and the atmosphere
head
my
thought
I
unbelievable.
was going to come off my shoulders
with the excitement.’
Ervine is a sister-in-law of the late
David Ervine, one of the sensible
and reasonable voices in unionism
BRIDGES: Diarmaid
during the peace process, and she’s
Marsden is the driving
it
cut from a similar cloth when
force behind the
comes to breaking down barriers
Cúchlainn initiative

came from Banbridge and we travGAA club, you might be living with elled on the 12th of July. The night
boys from your town. Even though before, some of those boys would
there would be a few in lectures, have been at their local bonfires,
you mightn’t have inter-action with that is part of their cultural celebrato
they are
anyone from the other side, so
he tions and the next day,
speak, until you start working,’
packing their GAA gear into their
explains.
bag and heading to London to play
For the past 12 years, Marsden has in a Gaelic football tournament,’
the
been the driving force behind
Marsden said.
at
Cúchlainn initiative, a cross-comThe standard is quite high
munity project which brings under-age level in London, so the
together schools and families from Cúchlainn teams are never likely to
had
the
communities which ordinarily
win. But it is about introducing
no engagement with the GAA.
youngsters to Gaelic Games.
Pupils from three different schools
And the hope is that some
(one Catholic and two Protestant
enthused and interbe
will
or one Catholic, one Protestant
ested enough to keep
and one integrated) are selected
playing. From the Ballyto form an under-16 team which
money team of three
travels to London each
years ago, Marsden
July to compete in
knows that a couple of
t h e
the boys joined their
nearest GAA club.

join after being involved but if there
was one or two who were interested
enough and enquiring about where
a
they can join, then it has made
small impact.’

Donegal were strong favourites to win.
Expectations in Cavan were low —
actually non-existent! Nevertheless,
for 75 to 80 minutes, we watched in
disbelief as Cavan put it up to Donegal,
even going ahead in the first 10
minutes.
Near the end of the match, when Cavan
scored the all-important goal, every
household in Cavan nearly lifted the
roof. We were absolutely thrilled. On a
dark November day in a dark year, it was
a great lift for the people of Cavan.

There were all age groups present and
everyone I could see was smiling and
happy. It seemed as if everyone in the
county had headed for Breffni Park.
The team were on a trailer and were
clapping, cheering, and waving as the
cars passed. It was such a wonderful
atmosphere and I will never forget it.
The incredible thing is that the same
four teams now in the All-Ireland semifinals are the same teams that featured
in 1920: Dubin, Mayo, Tipperary, and the
mighty Cavan.
I couldn’t wait to go to school on
Monday last to see my lovely Leitrim
friends, who I knew would want to
celebrate with me.

So that evening, we headed off with
our blue eyeshadow and our Cavan
flags and headbands to Cavan town.
There was a “drive-by” in Breffni Park to

‘I THINK THE
GAA HAS
MADE A BIT OF
A JOURNEY
CERTAINLY’
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Photojournalism

COURT MARCH by Gary Ashe, Irish Daily Star

Learn from last year’s Photojournalism winner

WINNER

Joy Nic Niocaill, Gaelscoil na
Tríonóide, Youghal, Co. Cork
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STRIKE A POSE
An unfolding news event, a portrait of modern
Ireland, human emotion, a study of wildlife, children
jumping on a trampoline, someone catching a fish – it
really is a personal opinion as to what makes a good
photograph.
More often than not it is simply a case of being in the
right place at the right time –with a camera in hand,
of course. Nowadays using a camera is much more
simplified. With the automated features in pocket
cameras and on phones, it really is a case of point and
shoot.
Photographs communicate information in a
powerful way and the key to analysing or reading the
information a photograph communicates is simple.
We use specific questions to decode, evaluate, and
respond to photographic images.
When looking at a photograph we need to consider
not only the content of the photograph but the
intent of the photographer. It is important to think
consciously and critically and to pay attention to all
aspects of the image.

PAPAL BREEZE by Fergal Phillips
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HARDY BOY by Garry O’Neill

Photojournalism

Tutorial
Tips to taking
a better picture
• Move in closer - fill the frame for a better shot.
• Be quick, and always be ready to take your shot as
things change in front of you.
• Photograph the same subject from different angles
and distances to get the best effect.
• Where is the light coming from? See how it affects
your picture and think about how you can make the
most of the light you have.
• Emphasise your main subject and avoid any
unnecessary distractions.
• You have a maximum file size of 3MB for entries - you
might also consider having a minimum size of 1 MB
to make sure your photo is big enough.

SAVITA’S LEGACY by Niall Carson, Press Association
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DUKE AND DUCHESS OF CORNWALL VISIT FAMINE MEMORIAL, by Frank McGrath, Independent News and Media

CHURCH AND STATE by Steve Humphries,
Independent News and Media

PRIDE by Julien Behal

Navigating the

News

So, by now the Press Pass programme has hopefully taught you a lot more about how news is gathered,
fact-checked, and reported. You’ll have learned about the difference between a news report, opinion
piece, and a feature, as well as the ethics behind responsible journalism.
News literacy encourages people need to think carefully about the news they consume. Sometimes
stories that appear to be news reports are really advertisements or propaganda from a particular
organisation that seeks to further its own agenda. Other times, news reports won’t include all the facts
or all sides of a story.
To make good choices, we need reliable information. How do we know who is
producing the news information that we’re consuming, and secondly, is that
information reliable?
Dr. Aralynn McMane has spent more than 20 years helping news media
associations create and enhance partnerships with educators around
helping young people become civic-minded, media savvy citizens. She was
a key advisor on NewsBrands Irelands’ Press Pass initiative and has been a key
advisor on this news literacy element.
Here, she presents a straightforward, new approach for students judging news content
that centres on “lateral reading” and “click restraint.”

Interrogate information instead of simply consuming it
Before the Internet, accessing information was less complicated. When you wanted news, you bought a
newspaper, magazine, or turned on your local radio or TV news. Now news comes to us digitally from an
unending number of sources so how do we analyse the author’s qualifications or the trustworthiness of
the site?

Lateral Reading
An exciting new approach to checking content has come from Stanford University called “reading
laterally,” a technique that professional journalistic fact-checkers use. Lateral readers don’t waste time
on a story on a website or social media until they’ve first checked out the reputation of the source by
looking at what other sites and resources say about the source at which they are looking. To verify the
validity of a news source, the student has three checks:

✓ Who’s behind this information?
✓ What’s the evidence?
✓ What do other sources say about the author or news site?
Another useful way of deciphering information is to exercise “click restraint” by checking past the first
page of Google search results rather than just picking what come up first. Just because these stories
come up first does not mean they are the most trustworthy, in part because some companies pay for
you to see their stuff first.
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In addition, The Be Media Smart
campaign has been developed
by Media Literacy Ireland and
is supported by a range of
organisations across Ireland,
including NewsBrands Ireland,
to help people tell the difference
between reliable and accurate
information and or deliberately
false or misleading information.
Information is everywhere and
sometimes it can be difficult to
judge how accurate or reliable
information is. Always try to STOP,
THINK, CHECK that what you
are seeing, reading or hearing is
accurate and reliable.

STOP
Read more than the headline
Headlines are designed to catch your eye but a headline can’t give
the full story, and neither can a short social media post. If it sounds
unbelievable, it probably is.

Don’t assume that a picture or photo is
giving you the whole story
Sometimes pictures lie. If a picture has been
altered or ‘photoshopped’, or simply used out of
context, then it can be easy to draw the wrong
conclusions. You can search for the photo or
image to verify where it came from. Tools like
Google Reverse Image Search can help to factcheck images.

Just because information goes viral or is
trending, doesn’t mean it’s accurate
Disinformation can be designed to provoke a strong emotional
reaction and prompt instant sharing or ‘liking’ in a moment of
outrage, excitement, disbelief, and so on. Social media and messaging
applications make it really easy to share information quickly to wide
groups of people.
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THINK
Think carefully about what the information is for
That means asking yourself some questions. Information is created to:
• tell us something (news)
• entertain us (satire, cartoon strips, funny videos)
• persuade us (advertising)
Look at the style, tone and source of the information to help you to judge how reliable or accurate it is.

Consider your own biases
Ask yourself whether the information challenges you or does it match your own views. We are more likely to
believe information that supports our own views – even if it seems a bit dubious.
Formulas like algorithms can track what you read, see and hear online and generate recommendations for you
based on your previous choices. So the information that you get can be highly personalised and not necessarily
reflect broader views or opinions.

See if the information is being reported anywhere else
If you can’t find the same information elsewhere, it could be because it is inaccurate, unreliable or out of date.
This is especially true if the information appears to very topical or newsworthy.

CHECK
Look closely at the web address
Sometimes disinformation is found on websites with a web address (URL) that looks very similar to
a well-known news or media site. There might only be a small change in the spelling of the URL. If in
doubt, go to the real site and compare the URLs.
If the information comes from a website that you are not familiar with, look for an “About” section to
learn more about who is behind the website and why they might have this information.

Find out who the author, producer or publisher is
Knowing who created the information will help you judge what their motivation is. Are they trying
to sell something, a product, an idea or something else? If so, why? Is the author or publisher a
supporter of a particular political idea or figure? Is the author an online “influencer” like some
Youtubers? Are they likely to be paid to say this?

Look at the detail to check for accuracy
Do any dates mentioned make sense? Are there references to unnamed experts? Are the links to
the author’s sources clearly visible? Information that comes from reliable and trustworthy sources is
usually well written. So, watch out for typos and strange sounding sentences.

Ask the experts
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Get a second opinion. For a list of fact-checking sites across the world go to the fact-checking
database created by Duke University’s Reporter’s Lab.
Go to PressPass.ie for more information on News Literacy such as videos, podcasts, and articles.

PRESS PASS

The competition
HOW TO ENTER
As part of the Press Pass programme, students and schools have an opportunity to enter our
prestigious competition, the winners of which will be announced in Spring 2022. There are six
categories in the competition - Student Newspaper, Features, Sports, News, Comment/Opinion, and
Photojournalism.
• All entries must be submitted via the competition section of the website
• All entries must be submitted by close of entry on Monday, March 21st 2022

IMPORTANT!

R
E
T
N
E
TO TO
GO ss.ie
a

pressp

• The work must be your own. It cannot be copied from any other source.
• News, feature and sport articles must be fact and not fiction.
• Any and all quotes you use must be taken from interview(s) you have conducted.
If you do not adhere to the strict guidelines, your entry will
not be considered by the judges.

CATEGORIES
NEWS

For your news article, you can
choose from one of the following
options:
a) Interview a local celebrity,
politician, or local personality.
Write the article based on your
interview
b) Identify an issue relevant to
you, your school, or your area.
Interview people relevant to the
subject of your choice.
c) Focus on an event in your
local area. Write an article
giving details of what it is/has
happened, how, why, when, and
who was involved.
Maximum length 800 words (ideally
no less than 600 words). This can
also be submitted as a multimedia
news article with video if you wish.

FEATURES

For your feature article, you can
choose from one of the options
below
a) Write a profile of a person/
group/organisation you admire
b) Interview a well known
personality and write a feature
on the interview
Maximum 800 words, minimum 600
words.

PHOTOJOURNALISM

A thought-provoking, actionpacked, shocking or beautiful image
– you decide. Remember this is a
photojournalism and documentary
photography competition, so the
photo must have news value
All entries must be submitted in
jpeg format with a maximum image
size of 3MB and a minimum of 1MB.

COMMENT/OPINION

For your comment piece, you can
choose from one of the following:
1) write a letter to the Editor on an
issue you care about (400 words
max)
2) Choose an issue that affects you,
or something that you have an
opinion about. (600-800 words)

Go to presspass.ie
to read award
winning journalism
and get tips
and ideas

SPORT

For your Sport article, you can
choose from one of the following:
a) Attend a local sporting event
and write an account
b) Write a profile of a sports
personality you admire
c) Interview a well-known sports
personality
Maximum 800 words, minimum 600
words.
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School
Newspaper
Competition!
This competition will allow the whole class to
take part in this fun and educational project
which will give students a hands-on experience
of the news publishing process.
Teachers can take the role of Editor-in-Chief and
assign roles to students such as researchers,
writers, photographers, videographers,
podcasters, sub editors, reporters, and
designers.
All articles must be written by the students and
may include for instance, local news reports,
interviews and articles about school events,
sport events, book/film reviews, and opinion
pieces on domestic and world affairs.
For helpful hints and tips about creating your
school newspaper, go to our website:
www.presspass.ie
• Entry is free, and is open to all schools and
classes participating in Press Pass
• Entries should consist of a maximum of eightpage, A3-sized, portrait-orientation interactive
PDF. An interactive PDF can include embedded
audio and video content.
• All entries must be created specifically for Press
Pass 2022 and be suitable for displaying in a
public environment.
• Software programmes such as InDesign,
Illustrator, or Photoshop can be used for the
design of the newspaper. Alternatively, there are
a number of free newspaper templates available
online (please go www.presspass.ie for useful
examples)

R
E
T
N
TO E TO
GO ie
ass.

pressp

TO ENTER...
All entrants must adhere to the
following guidelines:

• Avoid including any content in your entries (e.g.
text, images, brand names) to which you do
not hold the copyright. If you do, you must be
able to provide written permission for its use.
Entries containing any unauthorised content will
be disqualified. You can contact the following
organisations for more detailed information and
resources: https://irishwriterscentre.ie/pages/
copyright-information
• All entries must be submitted online (including
uploading of your school newspaper as an
interactive PDF)

JUDGING CRITERIA
Judges will select the winning work under the following criteria:
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• Standard of writing, layout and design
• Compelling stories, great photography/illustrations, and high editorial standards
• Appropriate audience focus will also be considered

2021 Student Journalism
of the Year winner’

Ciara Ní Ghéibheannaigh - Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, Dingle, Co. Kerry

The Show Must Go On! -Says World Champion
2020 was a year which took us all by
surprise. On the 12th of March, 2020, the
whole country was thrown into a state of
disarray. It is impossible to think that anyone could have imagined what the next 12
months were going to bring, including the
sector of the Performing Arts which was
greatly affected by the pandemic.

‘All my life I’ve grown up in a bustling pub,
which was always full of music, energy,
laughter and life, and still is today, so you
can only imagine how heart wrenching it
is to wake up to an empty pub, in darkness
everyday. My heart goes out to all those
businesses who have had to close down
because of covid.’

Dingle’s 5 time World Champion Irish
Dancer, David Geaney (26) was just one artist, who was deeply impacted by this years’
global pandemic.

Like many artists in the Performing Arts
industry, David has had to adapt to covid
life and find a new way of promoting his
spellbinding talent and his growing business. The Dingle dancer began a series of
virtual ‘collabs’ with musicians and dancers
from all around the world including Ireland,
the UK, the United States and as far away as
Australia!

Prior to the pandemic, David’s career in
Irish Dancing had been a roaring success,
taking him to stages all around the world
including New York’s Broadway in 2018,
with his very own show, ‘Velocity’.
‘I never thought there would be a time in
my life where I literally was not allowed to
perform in front of an audience! It’s what
I was born to do and I love nothing more
than entertaining people with my love for
dancing’.
David was scheduled to go on an American
tour with ‘Velocity’ in 2021 but unfortunately, this has been postponed until a
later date due to obvious reasons.
‘I have to consider myself one of the lucky
ones as my tour has only been postponed,
not cancelled. I know of too many artists
who have no work for the foreseeable
future and I know how disheartening it is’.
David and his family are proud owners of
the ‘The Dingle Pub’ which is situated in the
heart of Dingle town, a place where you
could catch David seven nights a week, in
normal circumstances, dancing for tourists
from all over the world, while he also serves
them food and drink! But like many pubs
during these strange times, The Dingle Pub
stands still, isolated from the life that once
was.
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‘It’s unheard of in our house to leave a pair
of dancing shoes idle and unpolished so
when I got the opportunity to virtually
collaborate with a dancer from the States, I
took it with both hands.’
At the time David didn’t realise the positive
impact his collabs had on his viewers. As
there were no dancing classes or competitions, it was a way of keeping the culture
alive and people connected.
‘I got messages and comments every day
from viewers telling me how appreciative
they were. The response was more than
what I could have asked for or expected.
‘Lockdown, in a strange way, was a much
needed time for people to reevaluate their
lives. It gave me a chance to choreograph
new material and to plan for my future
going forward’.
But David admits that at times, it was
tough, ‘I was doing great during the first
lockdown in March. My social media platform was expanding everyday but as we
came to the second lockdown and then the
third, I felt I was losing the motivation, like
many artists, to continue with my collabs.’

Ciara’s work, like that of the other entrants, are examples
of learning by doing, understanding what makes
good journalism by doing good journalism, using
sources, formulating opinions and writing clearly.
Prof. Michael Foley, Chairman of the Judging Panel

Inspired by his desire to bring a seed of life
back into their now quiet and empty pub,
David recently ventured on a new business
journey, by kick starting a project called
‘Dingle Cocktails’, in collaboration with The
Dingle Pub.
‘Just before Covid hit, I took a severe interest in mixology, so while I had time on
my hands and an unused cocktail shaker,
I thought what better time to tick something off the bucket list? It’s a great way to
enjoy a few drinks while complying with
covid regulations, which is essential right
now’. We couldn’t agree more David!
Before bringing our interview to a close, I
asked David if he had any advice for other
members of the hard hit Performing Arts
sector and he reminded us ‘that no matter what you do or what it is, keep busy
because the end is in sight, but for now, the
show must go on!

According to Michael Foley, Chairman
of the Press Pass Judging Panel, Ciara’s
winning piece showed an ability to tell
a real Covid story well.
“The story she told was interesting
and unusual but said something
about so many people forced to
stop performing because of Covid.
In this case it was a five times world
champion Irish dancer, from Ciara’s
hometown of Dingle. The story was
verified, mature and confidently
written and a joy to read.”
“Ciara’s work, like that of the other
entrants, are examples of learning
by doing, understanding what makes
good journalism by doing good
journalism, using sources, formulating
opinions and writing clearly.”

FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION:

Lisa Buckley,
NewsBrands Ireland,
Clyde Lodge, 15 Clyde Road, Dublin 4.
(01) 6689099
lbuckley@newsbrands.ie
@newsbrandsirl
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