
There
are
no words

By ANN MOONEY

GRIEVING mum and widow Anne O’Sullivan
was comforted by family at the funerals of
husband Tadg and son Diarmuid yesterday.

Parish priest Fr Toby Bluitt told mourners
“there are no answers” for the tragedy
which saw the pair blast older brother Mark
to death before turning their guns on them-
selves, in Kanturk, Co Cork, on Monday.

Full Story — Page Nine

MUM AT FUNERAL OF HUBBY & SON
no wordsSenseless tragedy . . . Anne’s 

tears for husband Tadg and 
son Diarmuid, left, at funeral

HELP US 
BRING 

FAMILY
HOME

TO INDIATO INDIA
EXCLUSIVE by JOHN HAND

THE family of a mum who was discovered
dead with her two children are appealing
for help to bring them home to India.

Cops have launched a murder probe
after the bodies of Seema Banu, 37, son
Faizan, six, and daughter Asfira, 11, were
found at their home in Ballinteer, Dublin.

Seema’s parents said: “We are in shock.”
Full Story — Pages Four and Five

no words
Found dead . . . Seema, Asfira & Faizan
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“GOD looked down on this little cottage in Ireland and
said, ‘That little boy there, he’s the little boy I’m going to
use to save Irish music’.” —Rocker SHANE MacGOWAN
     assesses his musical legacy in new film Crock of Gold
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TODAY: Wet and very windy due to Storm Aiden.
Severe and potentially damaging gusts for a time
with weather warnings. Highs of 12 to 15 C. Very high
seas around coasts with a risk of coastal flooding.
TOMORROW: Rain will clear to leave it dry for a time
with bright spells in the morning. However, another
pulse of heavy rain will extend across the country
during the afternoon and evening. Highs 10 to 15 C.
MONDAY: A cool and windy day with bright spells
and widespread squally showers. Isolated thunder-
storms in Atlantic coastal counties. Highs 7 to 11 C.
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83million ballots already cast
MORE than 83million
Americans have already
cast ballots in the pres-
idential race — as
Texas and Hawaii sur-
passed their total 2016
voter turnout four days
before Election Day.

It comes as US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and
rival Joe Biden held cam-
paign rallies in key Mid-
western states yesterday.

The staggering early voter
figures have shattered previ-
ous records and set the stage
for the highest participation
rate in a presidential poll in
over a century.

Over 53million mail-in bal-
lots have been returned and
some 29million people had
voted in-person as of last
night, according to numbers
compiled as part of
the University of Florida’s
US Elections Project.

The 83,561,641 early
votes cast so far
equate to about 60
per cent of the total
voter turnout in the
2016 presidential
election. University of
Florida’s Michael
McDonald, who runs
the project, has pre-
dicted that the US
will see a

record turnout of about
150million voters, which would
represent 65 per cent of those
eligible to cast a ballot, the
highest since 1908.

Hawaii became the first
state to surpass its 2016 turn-
out numbers, with more than
457,000 ballots cast. 

In Texas, more than nine
million ballots have been cast
according to data released by
state election officials — set-
ting a new record in the state.

In the 2016 presidential elec-
tion, 8,969,226 Texans voted,
and the state is seen as a
must-win for Trump, who
trails Biden in national polls.

A number of other key states
have also seen significant early
voter figures, such as Califor-
nia — where more than 8.4mil-
lion residents have already
made their selection — and
Florida, where at least 7.4mil-
lion locals cast their vote.

Last-dash rallies were
held yesterday in key

Midwestern states as
the latest national
polls have Trump
trailing his Demo-
cratic rival Biden by
roughly eight to ten
percentage points.

The two candi-
dates both cam-
paigned in

Wisconsin
and

Minnesota before going their
separate ways, with the presi-
dent travelling to Michigan,
while his opponent took a trip
to Iowa.

Speaking to reporters out-
side the White House before
setting off on the campaign
trail, Trump promised to
deliver a “tremendous stimu-
lus package immediately after
the election” and has vowed to
“take back the House and do
very well in the Senate”. 

He said: “I think we’re
going to have a fantastic pres-
idential election because
nobody has done more than
this administration in the first
three-and-a-half years.

“There’s never been a presi-
dent or an administration that’s
done more than we have for
our farmers, for our manufac-
tures, for everybody in terms of
tax cuts, for our military.”

Trump also stated that a
final decision has yet to be
made on where he will spend
election night.

It was reported the presi-
dent had dropped plans to
appear at the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel in Washington
and will likely watch the
returns from the White House
on Tuesday night.

Trump said: “We haven’t
made a determination. We
have certain rules and regula-
tions, you know.” 

@IrishSunOnline

By CRAIG FARRELL

11

US President Donald Trump and his son both
played down the number of Covid-19 deaths in
the country — as daily fatalities figures from
the killer bug approached 1,000 a day.

On Thursday night, Donald Trump Jr claimed
Covid-related deaths in the States right now
were “almost nothing”.

This was echoed by President Trump in a
tweet yesterday morning, who wrote: “More
Testing equals more Cases. We have best test-
ing. Deaths WAY DOWN. Hospitals have great

additional capacity! Doing much better than
Europe. Therapeutics working!”

The US shattered its daily Coronavirus case
record with almost 90,000 new infections on
Thursday — or about one new case every
second — and close to 1,000 deaths.

The US is now approaching a world-
topping nine million cases of Covid-19 and
close to 230,000 deaths.

By CRAIG FARRELL

TAOISEACH Micheal
Martin does not antici-
pate any “obstacles or
barriers” to the publica-
tion of the final report
of the Commission of
Investigation into Mother
and Baby Homes.

His comments come as
the report was due to be
delivered to Children’s
Minister Roderic O’Gor-
man yesterday after five
years of work.

The Fianna Fail leader
said he intends to pub-
lish the document, which
includes testimonies of
women who lived and
worked in the mother
and baby homes between
the 1920s and 1990s, as
soon as possible.

He said: “It is our
intention to publish this
because the whole pur-
pose of establishing the
commission was to tell as
comprehensive a story as
possible of what I regard
as a very shameful and
dark period in our soci-
ety and country’s history.

“My understanding is
that it’s over 4,000 pages
long and that suggests a
very comprehensive
review by the commis-
sion. That story deserves
to be told and needs to
be told and shared with
the people of Ireland.
That’s my objective.

“I anticipate that we
will publish this as soon
as possible.”

It is expected that the
report will be published
after it is reviewed by
the Attorney General.

Sinn Fein said there
should be no undue delay
in publishing the report
and called for procedural
matters to be “expedited”.

Deputy Kathleen Fun-
chion said survivors
“have been waiting
decades for a full
account of what went on
at these institutions to be
made public and for the
abuse they suffered to be
formally acknowledged”.

She added: “Any undue
delay is unacceptable.”

Martin: 
No delay 
in report 
of homes

Taoiseach . . . Martin

MYSTIC MEG: PAGE 34

Cops find 
four guns
FOUR firearms have
been seized and sent for
analysis to see if they
can be linked with any
previous crimes. 

Gardai nabbed the
guns and €18,000 worth
of cocaine after searching
two cars on Thursday
in Hazelcroft Park in
Finglas, Dublin.

The intelligence-led
operation saw a house
raided before they looked
in the vehicles. A hand-
gun, a sawn-off Browning
shotgun, a SAKO rifle, a
.22 calibre rifle with a
scope, ammo and €18,000
of cocaine were found. 

The firearms have been
sent to the Ballistics Unit
for analysis. A Garda
spokesman added: “Inves-
tigations are ongoing.”

AMERICA DECIDES

RECORD VOTE 
IN U.S. POLLS 

US President Donald Trump and his son both
played down the number of Covid-19 deaths in
the country — as daily fatalities figures from

DON PLAYS DOWN COVID
By CRAIG FARRELL

Lead . . . Biden 
is ahead in 

national polls

Campaign . .
 Trump
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J-LO’S RED-HOT SHOT
JENNIFER Lopez shows she’s
not let herself go to pot as
she’s photographed draped
over a pool table.

The superstar actress and
singer, 51, pulled off a winning
shot in a sizzling red dress
with a thigh split and her
curly hair tied up.

J-Lo was wearing matching

over-the-knee boots too as
part of a promotion for her
DSW footwear range.

The US Latino icon also
shared other endorsements of
the brand on Instagram, right.

She’s obviously hoping to
rack up a few more likes . . . 

AUTUMNWATCH SMUTAUTUMNWATCH SMUT

RUDE PECKER
 EXCLUSIVE by ADAM BENNETT

AUTUMNWATCH’S Mich-
aela Strachan stunned
fans by asking co-host
Chris Packham about the
size of his todger. 

She was explaining how
size matters in the sex lives
of two seal species during
the pre-watershed show.

Harbour seals are well-en-
dowed and cop off
with random females,
while unlucky grey
seals are hung like a
seahorse and have to
compete with others.

Michaela, 54,
used 3D penis

models — and asked 59-year-old
Chris: “Would you rather be a

grey seal where size doesn’t
matter or a harbour seal —
bigger the better?”

He replied awkwardly: “I
don’t think size matters at
all. What you do with it

counts.” They were on

the UK’s Isle of May on Thursday
to watch grey seals give birth.

One viewer said: “I think
Michaela Strachan just asked
Chris Packham if penis size mat-
ters on Autumnwatch, changed a
bit since Bill Oddie, hasn’t it . . . ”

Another labelled it “content I
needed” and a third said it was
“the best thing seen in a while”.

@IrishSunOnline

Wildlife host quizzes
TV Chris on todger size 

GREAT TITTERS
Best Spring/Autumnwatch smuttery

They erect
those spines
and it makes 
them difficult 

to swallow

Great tits, great tits, wherefore art thou great tits?

I said it was erectile nuptial plumage... you better do 
all the rubbing

was erectile nuptial plumage... you better do 
all the rubbing

We all like to 
see tits in HD

This looks like a
good healthy beaver

I get Michaela
out of bed to show 

her blackcock 
in the morning

the pre-watershed show.
Harbour seals are well-en-

the pre-watershed show.
Harbour seals are well-en-

the pre-watershed show.
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Chris . . . and Michaela

By JOE KASPER

WHOLE LOTTO LUCK
A pensioner who won a

€2million lotto jackpot
copied the numbers from
a previous Powerball
jackpot winner, in Melb-
ourne, Australia.

SAM: I’M 
FREE TO 

LOVE 
WHO I
WANT

Pages 18 & 19
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Virus worry . . . Midlands Prison

1,300 face 
Covid test
after jail’s 
outbreak

EXCLUSIVE
by NEIL COTTER

A TOTAL of 1,300
prisoners and staff at
the Midlands Prison
will be tested for
Covid-19 following an
outbreak there, the Irish
Sun has learned.

Some 150 prisoners in
the A division were
tested on Thursday after
two inmates fell ill
earlier in the week.

A further 650 inmates
were tested yesterday —
with nurses from across
the prison network
drafted in to carry them
out — while testing on
500 staff will be com-
pleted over the weekend.

It is understood five
prisoners tested positive
with hundreds of results
still pending.

Sources insist the
decision to allow
inmates greater interac-
tion is to blame.

A source said: “On
Monday, two prisoners
in A division fell ill,
displaying symptoms of
Covid-19. They were
moved to B2 isolation.
Tests were carried out
and on Wednesday one
came back positive.

“The A division was
not unlocked from 5pm
on Wednesday, and on
Thursday the remaining
prisoners and staff on
A division were tested.

“The other 650 pris-
oners were tested on
Friday and the remain-
ing staff will be tested
over the weekend.

“Nurses were brought
in from all across the
IPS. It’s at times like
this where you see the
phenomenal work done
by the frontline staff in
extraordinary times.”

It’s understood POA
reps raised concerns
over the loosening of
prison restrictions with
Justice Minister Helen
McEntee in August.

Gabriel Keaveney
from the Prison Officers
Association told the
Irish Sun: “At a recent
meeting with the
Director General, the
POA raised the issue of
social distancing among
the prison population as
we’ve had serious con-
cerns for some time.

“We also objected to
the opening of gyms for
prisoners as this is a
breach of public health
and Government advice.

“There was also dis-
agreement between the
parties regarding the
Prison Service’s unilat-
eral decision to imple-
ment Divisional
unlock.  This facilitated
greater interaction
between inmates which
again is contrary to
what is taking place
across Irish society.”

The Irish Prison
Service confirmed five
positive cases.

By GARY MENEELY

THE Government has been
given a major dressing
down over the ‘essential
clothes’ fiasco.

Defiant Ministers defended
cracking down on stores still
selling ‘non-essential items’
while only essential retailers
remain open under the Level 5
Covid-19 lockdown.

Damien English — the jun-
ior minister with responsi-
bility for the retail sector —
declared “clothes are not
essential” as he claimed it
would be unfair on
smaller retailers if super-
markets could sell them.

The row comes as six
further Covid-19 related
deaths and 772 new cases
were announced last

night. There has now been a total
of 1,908 Coronavirus-related deaths
in Ireland. The total number of
cases is 61,059.

However, when quizzed on RTE
Prime Time if ‘socks for your child’
were essential, English stressed
“socks come under clothes”.

The Government has ordered
all retailers that sell a mix-
ture of both essential and
non-essential goods to ‘make
arrangements for the separa-
tion’ of their products.

Supermarkets such as
Dunnes and Tesco have
been forced to close off
their clothing sections,

while Aldi and Lidl have
also shut down their

‘middle aisles’.
But last night

pressure was mounting on the
Government to reverse the decision
on clothes sales — with many point-
ing out how punters can buy booze
in stores but not socks for kids.

Outraged opposition politicians
urged Minister English to make a
U-turn, and classify clothes as
“essential”. Sinn Fein leader Mary
Lou McDonald rapped: “Clothes are
essential. Common sense is also
essential, though in short supply in
FF/FG Government.”

Social Democrats TD Gary
Gannon branded the clothing ban
as “illogical and inconsiderate of
people on lower incomes”.

Furious Gannon said: “Minister
English and the Cabinet just need
to admit they got that one wrong.

“I haven’t heard any smaller
retailers say if you can’t buy some

baby socks in my shop then you
shouldn’t be allowed to buy them
anywhere.”

Tanaiste Leo Varadkar recently
tweeted that people in need of
children’s PJs can order them online
or buy them via click and collect.

But Social Democrats Education
spokesman Gannon warned that
online shopping was not an option
for struggling families on lower
incomes.

He said: “Not everybody has
access to a card and certainly not
everybody has access to the means
for which they can shop online, be
that money — or even, for some peo-
ple, an address.

“This is one of the reasons we
should be poverty-proofing these
decisions as they’re being made.

“Measures in relation to the
restrictions have to be logical at all
times. Particularly where they relate
to practical things that alleviate the
pressures already on parents during
this unprecedented time.”

@gmeneely

CLOTHING POLICY
IS IN RAG ORDER

Gridlock 
on the 

Cramps 
Elysees

By AOIFE FINNERAN

THE City of Lights becomes the city of
traffic lights as thousands attempt to flee
down the Champs-Elysees in Paris ahead
of a nationwide lockdown.

Following the announcement of a 9pm
curfew and strict shutdown, tens of thou-
sands of cars became jammed in gridlock
on the roads of the French capital.

The mass exodus also triggered crowds
at train stations as residents sought out
a quieter base away from the capital.

France is currently “overwhelmed” by a
second wave of Covid-19, — promoting
President Emmanuel Macron to implement
almost five weeks of stricter measures.

‘Essential goods’ row

Crackdown . . . English

PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT MOUNTS
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ures may not be a true reflection
of unwanted dogs in Ireland.

“Many dogs are surren-
dered directly to animal
welfare charities across
the country or are sold or
given away by their own-
ers and never enter the
pound system. Of particu-
lar concern, especially
given the current demand
for puppies during the
lockdown period, is the

9,000 DOGS LEFT 
IN IRISH POUNDS

By BARRY MORANMORE than 9,000 dogs
were left in the pound last
year — a 7.5 per cent fall.

Stats from the Department
of Rural and Community
Development reveal  398 dogs
were destroyed in 2019, down
45 per cent on a year before.

But Dogs Trust boss Becky
Bristow yesterday said: “The vol-
ume of dogs entering the pound
system is still worryingly high. We
also must recognise that these fig-

fact that so many dogs were sur-
rendered last year.” 

She added: “The local authority
recording system urgently needs to

be updated so we can
identify the areas that
dog owners are struggling
with. We can then look
into how we and other
welfare organisations can
address this so we can all
work towards the day
when every dog is free
from the threat of unnec-
essary destruction.”Good boy . . pooch

THE grieving parents of a
woman found dead at home
with her two young kids
yesterday told of their
devastation and said: “We
have lost all three precious
gems of our family.”

Seema Banu’s devastated
family in India are also
pleading for financial help
from authorities here to get the
bodies home after the shock
discovery on Wednesday.

Gardai last night confirmed they
have begun a murder investigation.

But cops said they continue to
examine “all circumstances of the
events” after the post-mortems of
Seema, 37, her daughter Asfira Riza,
11, and six-year-old son Faizan
Syed were completed yesterday.

Their bodies were found at their
Llewellyn Court home, in Ballinteer,
south Dublin, on Wednesday with
signs of strangulation.

However, officers won’t release the
details for “operational reasons”.

Yesterday, Ms Banu’s dad Abdul
Ghaffar and mum Qurishid-un-nisa
told how they were “very, very sad”
after they received the shocking
news that their daughter and
grandkids were found lifeless.

Her distraught parents spoke to
us through Seema’s cousin Sufi
Masood Hussain, from their home
in the Mysore district in Karnataka
state, in the southwest of India.

Remembering their beloved
daughter, they said: “She was a
very kind-hearted person. 

“When she used to visit India she
would spend time with everyone
and stay in touch with everyone.

“She was bold,  she has faced all
the challenges in her life. She was
like one of the main decision-mak-
ers for the family.”

They added:  “We have lost all
three precious gems of our family.
We are in shock and extreme pain
for losing them.”

Cousin Sufi explained that the
family wants to bring Seema and
her two young children home to
India but, because of their financial
situation, they cannot afford it.

They have appealed to the Indian
Embassy in Dublin and the Irish
Government here to help.

Sufi said: “The parents are very
concerned about getting the bodies
back here. We want to bring them
home. But they are not in great
shape financially. 

“If they want to bring the bodies
back, it is very expensive. They
cannot afford that.  

“We are calling on the Embassy
and the Government to help us
with the funding so they can
bring them here. We are
concerned.

“We are not from
a rich family.  So
we are requesting
the Embassy to
facilitate funding,
which will be a big
help for us.”

The family also
revealed that Ms Banu
was “happy” during her
last conversation with
them, a video call, on
Thursday, October 22 —
just six days before the
bodies of her and her
kids were found.

Youngsters 

Asfira and Faizan were both born
in India before Seema moved the
family to Dublin about six years ago.

Yesterday around 200 people
gathered to comfort the family in
India, but cousin Sufi said: “The
parents are very, very sad.”

Last night, the Gardai confirmed
they have begun a murder probe
“into all the circumstances of the
events”, but no arrests have been
made. A spokesman said they are
“continuing to interview witnesses,
conduct extensive door-to-door
enquiries and gather and examine
all relevant CCTV”. 

He added: “An Garda Siochana
appeals to any person with any
information in respect of these
deaths to contact the investigation
team at Dundrum Garda Station
on 01 666 5600, the Garda
Confidential Line on 1800 666 111 or
any Garda station.”

The dad of the children, Sameer
Syed, has been in contact with cops
and is said to be very distressed.

Ballinteer Educate Together
National School — where both kids
attended — paid an emotional
tribute to the family on Thursday.

Its national office said: “Words
fall short of expressing the shock
and profound sadness many are
feeling when thinking about the
children and family affected. Our
hearts are with the family, friends
and classmates of the bereaved.”

And Ballinteer principal Orlaith
Curran said: “This is a terrible
tragedy for their family, our school
and our community.

“We are deeply saddened by these
devastating events. Our sympathy
and thoughts are with the children’s
family and friends.”

The headmaster added: “They will
both be greatly missed by all who
knew them. Offers of support have
been pouring in and are greatly
appreciated.”

Tragic Seema and her kids lived
in the Balinteer area for under a
year but were not well-known in
the community.

A neighbour raised the alarm on
Wednesday morning as they had
not seen the family for some days.

After local gardai turned up and
could not get in, the Armed
Support Unit had to breach the
back door before they made the
horror discoveries.

Gardai believe the bodies may
have been at the home for a
number of days.

Indian Ambassador to Ireland
Sandeep Kumar confirmed that he
broke the news to Seema’s family.

And he said: “It has been very
tragic for them, we empathise with
them, we offer them the deepest

condolences.”
The major investigation is
being led by Supt Paul Reidy,
of Blackrock Garda Station.

Meanwhile cops also
appealed for people not to
share “speculation”.

A spokesman said:
“Investigating gardai
continue to advise that
some current uninformed

speculation circulating in
public is unhelpful to this

criminal investigation.
“An Garda Siochana has no
further comment at this

time and a Garda
spokesperson is not

available.”
@johnhand_
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EXCLUSIVE by JOHN HAND

Sad discovery . . . gardai at scene after mum and kids were found dead

Distressed . . . dad Sameer
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DEVASTATED
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DEVASTATED
Seema and dad Abdul

We’ve lost our 
precious gems
PARENTS TELL OF HEARTACHE AT TRIPLE HORROR

LOVING MUM
Smiling Seema with her 
kids Asfira and Faizan
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By JOHN HAND

HALFORDS have seen a
surge in demand for
e-scooters — with sales
up by 700 per cent over
the last two months.

It comes as Transport
Minister Eamon Ryan
revealed their use on
public roads is to be
legalised in  2021.

It’s currently illegal for
electric scooters to be
used on the road as they
count as mechanically
propelled vehicles which
must be taxed, insured
and driven with a licence
— but this is impossible.

Research by Halfords
found overwhelming
support for e-scooters to
be legalised, with 52 per
cent now eager to use
them for commuting
short distances to work.

Their e-mobility expert
Matt Banks yesterday
said: “The safe use of
e-scooters has the poten-
tial to revolutionise the
way we travel and can
help address pollution
and congestion problems.”

Halfords’
e-scooter 
demand 
up 700%

Free & breezy . . . user

TD is not 
im-breast
THE Government should
lead by example and
provide suitable facilities
for public service workers
who are breastfeeding, a
Social Democrat TD says.

Holly Cairns has been
contacted by some mums
who returned to work
but the only space made
available for them to
express milk was a toilet.

The Cork South West
Deputy yesterday said: “I
asked ministers if they
had dedicated spaces for
breastfeeding and
expressing breast milk in
workplaces assigned to
their departments in
Dublin and across the
country. There was a
range of responses which
indicated that we still
have a way to go.”

Widow’s 
gift of life
A WIDOW has donated a
kidney to the man who
received her late hus-
band’s organ 16 years ago.

Bryan Herrington, 35,
fell to his death from a
rooftop while at work in
2004, leaving behind his
wife Terri, now 49.

His organs went to four
people, including Jeff
Granger, 59, who got his
kidney and pancreas.

Terri and Jeff kept in
touch and when he fell
ill again, she stepped in.

Terri, of Florida, US,
said: “It was like losing
Bryan all over again.
When we found out we
were a match I asked if
he wanted a piece of me.
And he just went ‘Sure’!
He didn't think I was
serious, but I was.”

CREWS ARE STILL 
IN THE LINE OF FIRE
FIREFIGHTERS are gearing
up for a ghoulish evening
— with Halloween expected
to still be their busiest
night of the year despite
Covid restrictions.

Dublin Fire Brigade
have seen call-outs
shoot up ahead of
tonight’s explosion
of fireworks and
bonfires across
the country.

Station officer
Darren O’Connor
said Storm Aiden

may put some people off — but
they’re not taking any risks.

He said: “We’ve seen an increase
in the last number of weeks. We’ve
seen a huge increase in the amount

of small fires we’ve attended
and the amount of bonfires

we’ve attended.
“So that’s a trend

that’s probably going
to continue into
Halloween night. I
know they’ve issued
a weather warning
now, so it may have
some impact on it.
But, at the moment

we’re gearing up for another really
busy night, which is traditionally our
busiest night of the year.”

Trick-or-treating and annual
Halloween events have all been
scrapped this year because of Covid.

But O’Connor said fright night
celebrations “could be an outlet for
people” to blow off steam after
being cooped up yet again under
lockdown Level 5.

He told Newstalk Breakfast:
“Traditionally it’s a very exciting
night for kids, it’s a very exciting
night for adults as well. 

“So that is hard for people as
well. Possibly they could see it as
release of the cabin fever from
isolation.” But O’Connor says fire

crews will have to prioritise calls to
protect resources across the capital.

He yesterday explained: “Someone
will go to the fire. Fire crew can go
up, no blue lights, just drive in,
have a look.

“If the fire doesn’t represent a risk
to local property, utility services, in
the open air, the smoke’s not
blowing into any property and it’s
not causing a nuisance, we may not
take any action.

“So we’ll always assess the risk
and outweigh the benefits. If the
risk outweighs the benefits we won’t
take any action.

“We need to protect our resources
as well. We’re handling a massive
amount of calls that’s coming in.”

By ROISIN PHELAN

HALLOWEEN WARNINGHALLOWEEN WARNING

NEIGHBOURS FROM HELL

Spells disaster . . fire

By AOIFE FINNERAN

TRICK-or-treaters be warned: you’re in for a
real scare at this macabre pad in Dublin.

Leo Mason, a visual merchandiser for Marks
and Spencer in Dundrum, has put his profes-
sional talents to good use by turning his front

garden into this chilling Halloween scene.
His impressive collection of 20 deco-
rations includes a giant dragon which

greets visitors to his striking display
on Pottery Road in Dun Laoghaire.
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By NICK PARKER

THE illegal migrant
French cathedral butcher
had Covid-19 and should
have been jailed then
deported last month.

Tunisian Brahim Aous-
saoui killed three people
with a foot-long knife.

He was shot by police
and was yesterday under
guard in hospital after
the outrage at Nice’s
Notre-Dame Basilica. 

A security source said
Aoussaoui, 21, had arrived
on the Italian island of
Lampedusa on September
20 where it is suspected
he contracted Ccoronavi-
rus. He later sailed to
Bari, Italy, on October 9.

Aoussaoui should have
been imprisoned before
being deported, the source
said. But he was freed as
Tunisian authorities failed
to confirm his identity.

Aoussaoui headed to
Nice where he killed a
woman, 60, beheaded
verger Vincent Loques,
55, and stabbed Brazilian
mum Simone Barreto, 44.

‘Officials 
chance 
at jailing 
Nice nut’

Had Covid . . Aoussaoui

By SIMON BOYLE

MICK Jagger has made
an apparent dig at Don-
ald Trump in a new song.

In an online teaser for
Pride Before A Fall, the
Rolling Stones singer
seems to criticise the US
president’s use of Twitter.

The clip, posted on
Mick’s Twitter feed, sees
him strutting in front of a
studio microphone as he
sings: “I see the preening,
it’s overweening, overeat-
ing, too much tweeting,
and when my back is
turned somebody will
push you off the wall.

“And just remember
that pride, it comes
before a fall.”

It is not known if the
clip is of a solo track or
a song for an upcoming
Rolling Stones album.

It comes after the band
told Trump to stop using
their music at his rallies.
He played 1969’s You
Can’t Always Get What
You Want during the 2016
election. Mick, 77, has
previously rapped Trump
over climate change.

New tune . . . Mick

Jagger’s 
a dagger
to Trump 
in a song

EXCLUSIVE: SHOW HOTS UPEXCLUSIVE: SHOW HOTS UP

Stars given
new kit for
Welsh chillWelsh chill

FROM THIS

TO
THIS

Jacqueline Jossa 
in shorts last 

year & mock-up 
of new girl Jess

By ANDY HALLS

THIS year’s I’m A
Celeb hopefuls have a
whole new wardrobe
to ward off the cold.

Instead of shorts, vests
and sun hats, the stars
will be kitted out with
thick gilets, jackets,
trousers and woolly hats.

ITV chiefs came up with
the outfits to protect the
celebs from bitter conditions
expected during filming.

Instead of the 30 C tem-
peratures usually seen in
Australia, they face around
11 C in North Wales.

Stars including EastEnders
actress Jessica Plummer, 28,
TV host Vernon Kay, 46,
Olympian Mo Farah, 37, and
soap star Shane Richie, 56,
have already been measured
up for their gear.

It comes after the Irish
Sun told how the camp — at
Gwrych Castle in Abergele
— would have a roof and
heating for the first time.

A source said: “ITV are
being careful that it doesn’t
seem like a holiday camp,
but it’s not going to be.

“They have a duty to keep
their campmates warm and
alive, but rest assured it’s
still going to be a rather
uncomfortable, cold, damp,
few weeks for those who go
the distance.”

This year’s I’m A Celebrity
is based in Britain due to
coronavirus restrictions.

Ant and Dec return as
hosts for the expected start
on November 15.

The set at the previously
derelict 200-year-old castle
will include familiar features
such as the central camp
fire, congregation and task
areas, and an outside loo.

ITV has carried out work
at the castle to make it safe
and will use generators for
light and heat, as well as
supplying a water tank.

The castle’s owners now
hope to crowdfund €55,000
to restore electricity for the
first time since the 1980s.

But they have so far only
been pledged €310.

The online plea says: “We
need your help to enable us
to finally blow out the can-
dles and bring light back to
Gwrych Castle for the first
time since the 1980s!

“Join us in making a dif-
ference to a treasured piece
of Welsh heritage, where
your donation will help us
to get mains water and
power back to the site.

“This is a major step to
bring the castle back to life.

“Help us turn on the taps
and lights again by donating
and sharing this page.

“The welcomed addition of
I’m A Celebrity has helped
to carry out urgent works

“However, they will be
using generators and water
tanks. For the castle to
move forward long term, we
need to connect to main
supplies once again.”

Other celebs lined up for
this year’s contest include
Corrie star Beverley Callard,
63, West End actress, singer
and dancer Ruthie Henshall,
53, opera singer Russell
Watson, 53, and Paralym-
pian Hollie Arnold, 26.

@IrishSunOnline
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ures may not be a true reflection
of unwanted dogs in Ireland.

“Many dogs are surren-
dered directly to animal
welfare charities across
the country or are sold or
given away by their own-
ers and never enter the
pound system. Of particu-
lar concern, especially
given the current demand
for puppies during the
lockdown period, is the

9,000 DOGS LEFT 
IN IRISH POUNDS

By BARRY MORANMORE than 9,000 dogs
were left in the pound last
year — a 7.5 per cent fall.

Stats from the Department
of Rural and Community
Development reveal  398 dogs
were destroyed in 2019, down
45 per cent on a year before.

But Dogs Trust boss Becky
Bristow yesterday said: “The vol-
ume of dogs entering the pound
system is still worryingly high. We
also must recognise that these fig-

fact that so many dogs were sur-
rendered last year.” 

She added: “The local authority
recording system urgently needs to

be updated so we can
identify the areas that
dog owners are struggling
with. We can then look
into how we and other
welfare organisations can
address this so we can all
work towards the day
when every dog is free
from the threat of unnec-
essary destruction.”Good boy . . pooch

THE grieving parents of a
woman found dead at home
with her two young kids
yesterday told of their
devastation and said: “We
have lost all three precious
gems of our family.”

Seema Banu’s devastated
family in India are also
pleading for financial help
from authorities here to get the
bodies home after the shock
discovery on Wednesday.

Gardai last night confirmed they
have begun a murder investigation.

But cops said they continue to
examine “all circumstances of the
events” after the post-mortems of
Seema, 37, her daughter Asfira Riza,
11, and six-year-old son Faizan
Syed were completed yesterday.

Their bodies were found at their
Llewellyn Court home, in Ballinteer,
south Dublin, on Wednesday with
signs of strangulation.

However, officers won’t release the
details for “operational reasons”.

Yesterday, Ms Banu’s dad Abdul
Ghaffar and mum Qurishid-un-nisa
told how they were “very, very sad”
after they received the shocking
news that their daughter and
grandkids were found lifeless.

Her distraught parents spoke to
us through Seema’s cousin Sufi
Masood Hussain, from their home
in the Mysore district in Karnataka
state, in the southwest of India.

Remembering their beloved
daughter, they said: “She was a
very kind-hearted person. 

“When she used to visit India she
would spend time with everyone
and stay in touch with everyone.

“She was bold,  she has faced all
the challenges in her life. She was
like one of the main decision-mak-
ers for the family.”

They added:  “We have lost all
three precious gems of our family.
We are in shock and extreme pain
for losing them.”

Cousin Sufi explained that the
family wants to bring Seema and
her two young children home to
India but, because of their financial
situation, they cannot afford it.

They have appealed to the Indian
Embassy in Dublin and the Irish
Government here to help.

Sufi said: “The parents are very
concerned about getting the bodies
back here. We want to bring them
home. But they are not in great
shape financially. 

“If they want to bring the bodies
back, it is very expensive. They
cannot afford that.  

“We are calling on the Embassy
and the Government to help us
with the funding so they can
bring them here. We are
concerned.

“We are not from
a rich family.  So
we are requesting
the Embassy to
facilitate funding,
which will be a big
help for us.”

The family also
revealed that Ms Banu
was “happy” during her
last conversation with
them, a video call, on
Thursday, October 22 —
just six days before the
bodies of her and her
kids were found.

Youngsters 

Asfira and Faizan were both born
in India before Seema moved the
family to Dublin about six years ago.

Yesterday around 200 people
gathered to comfort the family in
India, but cousin Sufi said: “The
parents are very, very sad.”

Last night, the Gardai confirmed
they have begun a murder probe
“into all the circumstances of the
events”, but no arrests have been
made. A spokesman said they are
“continuing to interview witnesses,
conduct extensive door-to-door
enquiries and gather and examine
all relevant CCTV”. 

He added: “An Garda Siochana
appeals to any person with any
information in respect of these
deaths to contact the investigation
team at Dundrum Garda Station
on 01 666 5600, the Garda
Confidential Line on 1800 666 111 or
any Garda station.”

The dad of the children, Sameer
Syed, has been in contact with cops
and is said to be very distressed.

Ballinteer Educate Together
National School — where both kids
attended — paid an emotional
tribute to the family on Thursday.

Its national office said: “Words
fall short of expressing the shock
and profound sadness many are
feeling when thinking about the
children and family affected. Our
hearts are with the family, friends
and classmates of the bereaved.”

And Ballinteer principal Orlaith
Curran said: “This is a terrible
tragedy for their family, our school
and our community.

“We are deeply saddened by these
devastating events. Our sympathy
and thoughts are with the children’s
family and friends.”

The headmaster added: “They will
both be greatly missed by all who
knew them. Offers of support have
been pouring in and are greatly
appreciated.”

Tragic Seema and her kids lived
in the Balinteer area for under a
year but were not well-known in
the community.

A neighbour raised the alarm on
Wednesday morning as they had
not seen the family for some days.

After local gardai turned up and
could not get in, the Armed
Support Unit had to breach the
back door before they made the
horror discoveries.

Gardai believe the bodies may
have been at the home for a
number of days.

Indian Ambassador to Ireland
Sandeep Kumar confirmed that he
broke the news to Seema’s family.

And he said: “It has been very
tragic for them, we empathise with
them, we offer them the deepest

condolences.”
The major investigation is
being led by Supt Paul Reidy,
of Blackrock Garda Station.

Meanwhile cops also
appealed for people not to
share “speculation”.

A spokesman said:
“Investigating gardai
continue to advise that
some current uninformed

speculation circulating in
public is unhelpful to this

criminal investigation.
“An Garda Siochana has no
further comment at this

time and a Garda
spokesperson is not

available.”
@johnhand_
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EXCLUSIVE by JOHN HAND

Sad discovery . . . gardai at scene after mum and kids were found dead

Distressed . . . dad Sameer
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Virus worry . . . Midlands Prison

1,300 face 
Covid test
after jail’s 
outbreak

EXCLUSIVE
by NEIL COTTER

A TOTAL of 1,300
prisoners and staff at
the Midlands Prison
will be tested for
Covid-19 following an
outbreak there, the Irish
Sun has learned.

Some 150 prisoners in
the A division were
tested on Thursday after
two inmates fell ill
earlier in the week.

A further 650 inmates
were tested yesterday —
with nurses from across
the prison network
drafted in to carry them
out — while testing on
500 staff will be com-
pleted over the weekend.

It is understood five
prisoners tested positive
with hundreds of results
still pending.

Sources insist the
decision to allow
inmates greater interac-
tion is to blame.

A source said: “On
Monday, two prisoners
in A division fell ill,
displaying symptoms of
Covid-19. They were
moved to B2 isolation.
Tests were carried out
and on Wednesday one
came back positive.

“The A division was
not unlocked from 5pm
on Wednesday, and on
Thursday the remaining
prisoners and staff on
A division were tested.

“The other 650 pris-
oners were tested on
Friday and the remain-
ing staff will be tested
over the weekend.

“Nurses were brought
in from all across the
IPS. It’s at times like
this where you see the
phenomenal work done
by the frontline staff in
extraordinary times.”

It’s understood POA
reps raised concerns
over the loosening of
prison restrictions with
Justice Minister Helen
McEntee in August.

Gabriel Keaveney
from the Prison Officers
Association told the
Irish Sun: “At a recent
meeting with the
Director General, the
POA raised the issue of
social distancing among
the prison population as
we’ve had serious con-
cerns for some time.

“We also objected to
the opening of gyms for
prisoners as this is a
breach of public health
and Government advice.

“There was also dis-
agreement between the
parties regarding the
Prison Service’s unilat-
eral decision to imple-
ment Divisional
unlock.  This facilitated
greater interaction
between inmates which
again is contrary to
what is taking place
across Irish society.”

The Irish Prison
Service confirmed five
positive cases.

By GARY MENEELY

THE Government has been
given a major dressing
down over the ‘essential
clothes’ fiasco.

Defiant Ministers defended
cracking down on stores still
selling ‘non-essential items’
while only essential retailers
remain open under the Level 5
Covid-19 lockdown.

Damien English — the jun-
ior minister with responsi-
bility for the retail sector —
declared “clothes are not
essential” as he claimed it
would be unfair on
smaller retailers if super-
markets could sell them.

The row comes as six
further Covid-19 related
deaths and 772 new cases
were announced last

night. There has now been a total
of 1,908 Coronavirus-related deaths
in Ireland. The total number of
cases is 61,059.

However, when quizzed on RTE
Prime Time if ‘socks for your child’
were essential, English stressed
“socks come under clothes”.

The Government has ordered
all retailers that sell a mix-
ture of both essential and
non-essential goods to ‘make
arrangements for the separa-
tion’ of their products.

Supermarkets such as
Dunnes and Tesco have
been forced to close off
their clothing sections,

while Aldi and Lidl have
also shut down their

‘middle aisles’.
But last night

pressure was mounting on the
Government to reverse the decision
on clothes sales — with many point-
ing out how punters can buy booze
in stores but not socks for kids.

Outraged opposition politicians
urged Minister English to make a
U-turn, and classify clothes as
“essential”. Sinn Fein leader Mary
Lou McDonald rapped: “Clothes are
essential. Common sense is also
essential, though in short supply in
FF/FG Government.”

Social Democrats TD Gary
Gannon branded the clothing ban
as “illogical and inconsiderate of
people on lower incomes”.

Furious Gannon said: “Minister
English and the Cabinet just need
to admit they got that one wrong.

“I haven’t heard any smaller
retailers say if you can’t buy some

baby socks in my shop then you
shouldn’t be allowed to buy them
anywhere.”

Tanaiste Leo Varadkar recently
tweeted that people in need of
children’s PJs can order them online
or buy them via click and collect.

But Social Democrats Education
spokesman Gannon warned that
online shopping was not an option
for struggling families on lower
incomes.

He said: “Not everybody has
access to a card and certainly not
everybody has access to the means
for which they can shop online, be
that money — or even, for some peo-
ple, an address.

“This is one of the reasons we
should be poverty-proofing these
decisions as they’re being made.

“Measures in relation to the
restrictions have to be logical at all
times. Particularly where they relate
to practical things that alleviate the
pressures already on parents during
this unprecedented time.”

@gmeneely

CLOTHING POLICY
IS IN RAG ORDER

Gridlock 
on the 

Cramps 
Elysees

By AOIFE FINNERAN

THE City of Lights becomes the city of
traffic lights as thousands attempt to flee
down the Champs-Elysees in Paris ahead
of a nationwide lockdown.

Following the announcement of a 9pm
curfew and strict shutdown, tens of thou-
sands of cars became jammed in gridlock
on the roads of the French capital.

The mass exodus also triggered crowds
at train stations as residents sought out
a quieter base away from the capital.

France is currently “overwhelmed” by a
second wave of Covid-19, — promoting
President Emmanuel Macron to implement
almost five weeks of stricter measures.

‘Essential goods’ row

Crackdown . . . English

PRESSURE ON GOVERNMENT MOUNTS
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DEVASTATED
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DEVASTATED
Seema and dad Abdul

We’ve lost our 
precious gems
PARENTS TELL OF HEARTACHE AT TRIPLE HORROR

LOVING MUM
Smiling Seema with her 
kids Asfira and Faizan

1RM Saturday, October 31, 2020 ............................................. 9



By ANN MOONEY

MOURNERS at the funeral
of a father and son who
killed themselves in a sui-
cide pact heard that they
are being asked “to make
sense of the senseless”.

Speaking at the funeral
Mass of Tadg O’Sullivan, 59,
and his youngest son Diar-
muid, 23, Fr Toby Bluitt said
their lives and deaths had
changed the lives of their
family and community.

The father and son were found
dead on Monday from self-in-
flicted gunshot wounds, close to
their farm house at Assolas, near
Kanturk in Cork. 

The body of Diarmuid’s older
brother Mark, 25, was found in his
bedroom. He died after being shot
by his father and brother.

Yesterday, grieving mother and
widow Anne O’Sullivan led
mourners at the double funeral at
St Mary’s Parish Church in Castle-
magner, after which Tadg and
Diarmuid were buried together in
St Brigid’s cemetery.

Dressed in black and wearing a
black mask, she was supported by
family members as they arrived at
the church shortly before 2pm.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the
church could accommodate only 25
people, but a crowd of around 200
gathered outside and in the car
park across the road.

Inside, Fr Bluitt told the congre-
gation how Diarmuid, who was to
be conferred with an honours
degree in accounting in Cork
Institute of Technology next week,
had a life that was full of possi-
bilities for him. 

He said Tadg worked in the
motor trade locally for over 40
years, recalling: “From my own
encounters with him, I always
found him to be very accommo-
dating, friendly and happy in his
chosen field. 

“One could also say both Tadg
and Diarmuid touched many peo-
ple’s lives along the way as
they journeyed through life.

“Their lives and deaths
have changed you all and
you will never be the same
again. So today, gathered
together in our grief, we do
not minimise the loss of
their lives by trying to pro-
vide easy answers. Because
there are no answers.

“But there are some things
that we do know in the
midst of our grief.

“We know that this was
not God’s will, that the
Lord’s prayer teaches us ‘thy
will be done on earth as it is
in Heaven’. 

“God’s will is not always
done on earth as the tragedy
of this week reminds us.

“We know that this was not
a ‘wake-up call’, nor did it
happen so that we can learn
something.”

Fr Bluitt added that a
darkness similar to the “darkest
hour of creation” enveloped the
O’Sullivan family and the local
community in Castlemagner over
the past number of days.

He said: “The normally tranquil
local area blanketed at this time
of year with a myriad of colourful
Autumn leaves became a hive of
activity and the Autumn light was,
for a time, a very distant memory.

“The shock, the numbness, the
devastation, was impossible to
imagine — and the unfolding news
of the loss of three lives was
incomprehensible.

“At times like this — to quote
from Jesuit Father John Reese — ‘a
priest does not come down the
mountain like Moses . . . with
inspiration from God’. 

“Just like all of you, I too am
struggling to make sense of this
life-changing tragedy. 

“Grief is never an easy burden
to bear — and never more so when
it comes to us in what can only
be described as an untimely,
shocking and tragic way.”

Speaking to a small congregation
in accordance with Covid-19
guidelines, the parish priest asked:
“Do we chose to allow the heart-
breaking turbulence of tragedy to
hold us captive? To rob us of our
destination? To cloud the glimmer
of light that will guide us on our

way? Or do we chose to walk out
from the shadows and actions of
darkness? 

“To take small steps towards our
destination. Toward the light and
brightness of a new day.

“We gather in such grief today,
carrying a burden that not only
seems to be — but in fact is —
overwhelming.

“We gather to comfort and sup-
port each other in our common
loss. We gather to make sense of
the senseless.”

In offering his sympathies to

Anne and relatives of the
dead men, he asked the
mourners to keep them in
their prayers as they deal with
their loss and anguish.

Following the emotional ser-
vice, Anne O’Sullivan was
flanked by two friends as she
followed the coffins outside and
waited for them to be placed in
two hearses.

They were then taken to St
Brigid’s Cemetery followed by a
cortege of cars.

@IrishSunOnline

KANTURK FATHER & SON BURIEDKANTURK FATHER & SON BURIEDKANTURK FATHER & SON BURIEDKANTURK FATHER & SON BURIEDKANTURK FATHER & SON BURIED

vice, Anne O’Sullivan was
flanked by two friends as she
followed the coffins outside and
waited for them to be placed in

They were then taken to St
Brigid’s Cemetery followed by a

@IrishSunOnline

MUM ATTENDS FUNERAL

We gather to 
make sense of 
the senseless

FAMILY TRAGEDY
Anne, right, grieves at service 

for Tadg and Diarmuid, left

Paying respects . . . mourners 
watch as cortege passes by
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Assist parents 
SUDDEN deaths bring intense shock and
grief, but when they happen far from
home that overwhelming devastation and
sense of helplessness is magnified.

This is the horrifying reality for the
family of Seema Banu, her daughter
Asfira and son Faizan, who were found
dead at their home in Ballinteer,
Dublin, on Wednesday.

Thousands of miles away in India,
Seema’s parents Abdul Ghaffar and
Qurishid-un-nisa are struggling with
the loss of their “three precious gems”.

They should be able to focus on their
grief, but instead they face the worry of
arranging to bring the remains of their
loved ones back from Ireland.

Repatriation is an expensive business
and the family has appealed for
assistance from the Indian Embassy
and the Irish Government. 

It’s a timely reminder of the incredible
work carried out by the Kevin Bell
Repatriation Trust since 2013.

Set up by Eithne and Colin Bell after
their son Kevin was killed in an
accident in New York, the charity has
covered repatriation costs for around
1,000 people who died suddenly abroad.

It’s a service we all hope never to avail
of, but we’re very lucky in Ireland to
have the reassurance that it’s there if
the worst happens. Let’s hope the pleas
of Seema’s parents are answered.

It’s the least they deserve as they
prepare to say their final goodbyes to
their three precious gems.

Devil you know
IT’S Halloween, traditionally a time when
young and old alike dress up in costume,
watch scary films and go trick or treating.

But honestly, is there anything more
haunting than the world we’ve all been
living in for the last eight months?

Covid-19 has given us the kind of
hellish images beyond the imagination
of even the most committed Halloween
fan, from patients gasping for breath
and vulnerable people left isolated to
makeshift morgues in car parks.

And just to ensure we won’t knock any
fun out of this year’s occasion, the
weather is also acting up with warnings
in place for the whole country.

With that in mind, the best Halloween
treat we can hope for is to stay safe.

Shane Lords it
WE know him best as one of the original
rock ‘n’ roll hellraisers with a fondness for
drink and drugs . . . but Shane MacGowan
is just doing God’s work.

In an upcoming documentary, the
Fairytale of New York icon reveals his
belief that when he was a child, God
chose him to save Irish music. 

Nice work if you can get it.

STEP-BY-STEP CARVING GUIDE
FOR many parents, the scariest part of 
Halloween is the tricky task of carving 
a pumpkin. 

But fear not – help is at hand from 
Dave Finkle, who holds records for the 
fastest carved pumpkin and the most 
pumpkins carved in an hour. 

Here, he gives LYNSEY HOPE
a step-by-step guide so you can 

create amazing jack-o’-lanterns at 
home. Dave, 41, says: “Pumpkin 
carving is a lot of fun so get the kids 
involved. 

“If people are unable to go trick or 
treating then I hope they will post 
pictures of their designs on social 
media and share them. It could be 
just the fun we all need.”

A CUT ABOVE 
 . . . Dave with 

some of his 
carvings

FIND A SPOOKY DESIGN:
Take a minute to find a design
you like. It could be a Franken-
stein’s monster face or a witch’s
cat. You can search online or
do a little sketch beforehand so
you’ve got something to follow.
If you’re a novice, it’s a great
idea to use a stencil. There are
plenty you can download from
the internet for free.

Be very afraid . . .
it’s The Pumpking

PICK YOUR VICTIM: Pick the
right shape pumpkin for your
design. Some are tall or
oblong, others are short and
squat. Steer clear of dark
pumpkins as the skin can
be tough, which can make carv-
ing quite difficult. Also, avoid
ones sold for cooking as these
have a lot of flesh and a very
small cavity inside, making
them hard to carve.

CHOOSE YOUR WEAPON:
Resist the urge to use kitchen
knives or you could end up in
your own horror movie. Invest
in proper carving tools
designed for the job. You can
buy them for just a few euros in
your local supermarket or on
Amazon and they’ll last you a
lifetime. You will get better
results, enabling you to attempt
trickier designs and more
intricate carvings that will
impress your neighbours.

DRAW FIRST BLOOD: Don’t
cut out a lid. It’s a common mis-
take and tends to make the
pumpkin dehydrate. Instead,
turn the pumpkin on its side
and carve a hole in the bottom.
Use a cookie cutter to scrape
away the flesh. Remove all of
the stringy bits. Later you can
place your light then pop the
pumpkin on top.

PIN HIM UP: Use standard
drawing pins to attach your
design or stencil to the
pumpkin. Make sure the design
is the right size for your
pumpkin. Now you are almost
ready to start carving.

USE YOUR MAGIC: Use a
specialist punching tool to
push holes in your pumpkin all
along the design. For the
maximum accuracy, make
short, sharp cuts with your
blade.

LIGHT HIM UP: Cut out your
design by joining the dots
together with your knife blade.
It’s important to keep your saw
at a horizontal 90-degree angle
or else you will create a smaller
hole on the inside of the
pumpkin than the outside and
not allow enough light out.
Once this is done you can
insert your light.

1 2 3 4

5 6 7
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MMMMMACACMACMACGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATION
By BARRY MORAN

SHANE MacGowan
claims he was chosen
by God to save Irish
music in a new film
about his career.

The Co Tipperary hell-
raiser is the focus of
star-studded documentary
Crock of Gold, looking
back at his time as The
Pogues’ frontman.

Fairytale of New York icon
MacGowan, 62 — recently
dubbed a “master” by Bruce
Springsteen — doesn’t hold
back when asked to assess
his own legacy in the new
movie, which is produced by
Hollywood megastar pal
Johnny Depp.

In the trailer released this
week, Shane shrugs: “God
looked down on this little
cottage in Ireland and said,
‘That little boy there, he’s the
little boy I’m going to use to
save Irish music’.”

He opens up about how he
launched a successful career
in the industry, explaining:
“To make good music, a good
musician has to put music
before everything, and that’s
what I’ve always done. I loved
the drink, the gigs, the girls.
They lyrics are always about
fighting, drinking, dying, liv-
ing . . . you know, the things
that everybody does.”

The no-holds-barred
account of his life and times
also covers his split with the
Pogues, which saw him leave
the band in 1991.

The Rainy Night In Soho
rockers sacked their talisman
as his issues with drink and
drugs worsened, including on
an infamous world tour in
Japan. MacGowan admits: “It

was non-stop excitement, and
then things just went wrong.
Horribly wrong.”

Shane — whose first spell in
rehab came at just 17 —
endured a difficult time in
the 1990s as he continued to
dabble with drugs. 

Although his long-term
relationship with Victoria
Mary Clarke briefly ended,
the pair quickly reconciled
and eventually tied the knot
in 2018. Shane also reunited
with The Pogues for a mon-
ey-spinning series of gigs,
most recently in 2014.

The new film features
interviews with A-listers
including Bono, Nick Cave,
Bobby Gillespie, Elvis Cos-
tello, Gerry Adams and
Michael D Higgins.

It received its world pre-
miere at the San Sebastian
International Film Festival last
month, winning the Jury Prize.

Victoria said the pair were
forced to miss the premiere
due to Covid-19 lockdown, but
were given a sneak preview of
the finished product.

She said Shane “got a kick
out of seeing the music — it
was fantastic”. 
l CROCK of Gold hits UK
cinemas on November 20,
with an Irish release to follow.

MMMMMACMACMMACMMMMACMMMACACACMACMACMACM GOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATIONGOWAN’S NEW MOVIE REVELATION

I’M THE 
BOY TO 
SAVE
IRISH 
MUSIC

Producer . . . megastar Depp

Poster boy for Irish music 
. . . Shane in Crock of Gold
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EXCLUSIVE: KATE  EXCLUSIVE: KATE  EXCLUSIVE: KATE  ON   ON    HUBBY’S COVID FIGHTEXCLUSIVE: KATE  EXCLUSIVE: KATE  EXCLUSIVE: KATE  EXCLUSIVE: KATE  ON   ON   ON   ON   ON   

I’m trying
to balance
belief, hope
and optimism
with reality

By CLEMMIE MOODIE
Assistant Editor (Showbiz)

BRAVE Kate Garraway has
given an emotional update
on her husband’s long-
running battle with Covid-19
— and revealed two signifi-
cant developments.

Speaking exclusively to the
Irish Sun, the Good Morning
Britain presenter said Derek
Draper had uttered his first
word since the end of March.

Kate also said the battling psy-
chotherapist’s tracheotomy tube has
been removed, and he is now able
to breathe without a ventilator. 

Agonisingly, Derek, 53, mouthed
the word “pain” as doctors manipu-
lated his body to prevent him
seizing up — with sobbing Kate
watching through FaceTime.

The popular star, 53, said: “It’s a
case of trying to balance belief,
hope, optimism with reality.

“But we have had a breakthrough
which was both amazing yet
heartbreaking.

“It happened when the nurses
were moving Derek, as part of his
treatment, to trigger the sensation
of gravity because he's been hori-
zontal for so long.

“Right from the beginning, when
Derek couldn’t even open his eyes,
the doctors and nurses have always
talked to him to be respectful, and
to try to trigger a response.

“As they were shifting him, they
asked if he could feel anything —
not expecting a response as he
hadn’t previously. 

“But suddenly he mouthed in a
whisper, ‘Pain’.

“Obviously it’s so heart-wrenching
that his first word was ‘pain’, but it
is a huge breakthrough because it
means he has been able to connect
the feeling in his body to his brain
and mouth.

“They called me straight after
and I burst into tears. The staff
told me later that they were so
emotional as well.

“It breaks my heart that there
may have been times that he’s been
in terrible pain and wasn’t able to
communicate it.

“But he’s said it twice now and I
was there for the second one,
watching him over FaceTime.

“That was so hard, but also
amazing because I know the pos-
sible significance.

“Of course there’s a big difference
between being able to say the word
‘pain’, and Derek being the Derek I
know and love.

“But I feel in his eyes that he’s
there, and that we just have to
hold on in this grim battle.”

Despite the milestone develop-
ments, Kate remains decidedly cau-
tious, and does not want to get too
carried away.

With the couple’s two children,
Darcey, 14, and Billy, 11, to con-
sider, as well as the former spin
doctor’s own elderly parents, there
is still no long-term prognosis
for recovery.

Nor can doctors say with any
certainty how much further Derek
will recover after being “universally
affected” — meaning his lungs,
heart, kidneys, liver and pancreas
have all been hit by the virus. The

loving dad also remains in a form
of coma called a PDOC (Prolonged
Disorder of Consciousness).

Kate explained: “There’s a flash
of his presence, and then he disap-
pears again.”

She added: “The emotionally chal-
lenging thing is that we’re waiting
now to see what happens next;
somehow it’s even more agonising
now there’s been this breakthrough.

“We have greater hope now, but
also greater fear of him slipping
back. There’s no precedent to
this virus. 

“Even now no one fully under-
stands it and its long-term effects.

There is no idea of timescale or any
data as to how much he can
recover or how long it will take.

“But the other significant change
is that they’ve been able to remove
his tracheotomy tube — which is
very positive as it means his lungs
have started to work and aren’t
solid as they were before. But he
still has a long way to go.

“Had this happened back in May,
I’d have been jubilant, but now I
know how slow the change is, and
how quickly things can slip back-
wards. I’m trying to keep my hope
in check.

“Derek still needs help with his

breathing, especially at night, and
is very, very weak. He is being
given medicine and drugs to keep
things functioning. The virus has
left him type 1 diabetic — he had
no diabetes before.”

Nurses manipulate Derek’s limbs
and move him frequently to ensure
he does not develop bed sores from
staying static for so long.

He was admitted to hospital on
March 30, and is the UK’s longest-
suffering Covid inpatient.

Kate “draws hope” from cases
such as Fatima Bridle, who re-
turned home in July after 141 days
in hospital, and Richard Wanigase-

kera, 72, who was discharged after
162 days earlier this month. While
Derek has dropped a staggering
eight stone, his weight loss has now
stabilised, and he is being fed
through his stomach.

Similarly, GMB star Kate has lost
a lot of weight, prompting concern
from fans on social media.

She insisted she has been eating
— blaming “adrenaline” for her
more slender appearance.

In July, the presenter — who gets
up daily at 2.30am — returned to
work alongside co-host Ben
Shephard. Last month she went
back to hosting her Smooth Radio

So in love . . . Kate and Derek
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I’m trying
to balance
belief, hope
and optimism
with reality

show. She refuses to crumble and
said: “Having hope keeps you mov-
ing forward, but there are days
when I feel quite weak.

“We miss Derek every single day.
But now I definitely feel like he
looks at me, and he knows me. I
have to believe that, it's what keeps
me going. I say to him all the time,
‘I know you’re in there, Derek 
. . . and I'm going to get you out’.

“I feel like I’m hanging over a
cliff edge, holding on to him,
saying, ‘Don’t let go, don’t let go —
I’m going to get you out of this.’

“I sometimes think he’s looking
back at me and in his Derek way

thinking, ‘Well, can you please
crack on with it a bit faster’.

“But it’s the doctors and nurses,
and Derek himself, that are really
going to bring him back. They are
the heroes in this.”

Midway through our chat from
her North London home, Kate
paused to inspect a pumpkin being
finessed by daughter Darcey.

Halloween is a poignant reminder
of the family’s life without Derek.

Kate explained: “Derek absolutely
loved Halloween. He was so into it
because he lived in America for a
while, doing his Masters, and then
came back with all these massive

Halloween decorations and projec-
tor screens which he would put up
around the house.

“He would trick and treat with
the kids, do the pumpkin carving
and all of that, so I’ll try my best
this year but I know it won’t be as
good as when Derek does it.”

Kate and Derek met in 2004
through a mutual friend, Times
Radio presenter Gloria De Piero.
They married in London the fol-
lowing year.

They were due to renew their
vows this summer. Instead, Kate
has had to make do with daily
internet phone calls and sporadic

hospital visits — which depend on
both Derek’s condition, and Covid
restrictions at the time.

She last visited him on Sunday
when he was “in a very bad way”.

As well as her “amazing” kids,
Kate credits both the “kindness of
strangers” and her “wonderful”
GMB and Smooth colleagues.

Kate said: “It’s been such a hard
year, but I’m conscious that so
many others are worse off having
lost loved ones, so I am eternally
grateful to have Derek still with us.

“I was on Facebook earlier and
up popped a ‘five years ago today’'
memory of us as a family on holi-

day in Florida. It's so devastating to
see how different he is now to the
person I saw in that photo — it's
such a reminder of the change.

“There are lots of small steps
which have been positive. He's
started making little twitches and
movements which indicate there's
been no spinal damage.

"All these things I take heart
from — how much further he can
go, is still in question.

“But I really do feel like Derek is
fighting back — and I really, really
hope the next time I chat to The
Sun, Derek will be by my side.”

@IrishSunOnline

Soldiering on . . . Kate is 
living in hope for Derek

It’s so heart-
wrenching 

that his first 
word was 

‘pain’

They called 
me straight 
after and I 
burst into 

tears

I feel in his 
eyes that he’s 

there.. we 
just have to 

hold on

Devoted . . . Derek 
and Kate, his wife 

of 15 years, at a 
party in December

Fun-loving father . . Derek with 
their children, Darcey and Billy
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By AOIFE FINNERAN

NOBBY Stiles struck up a
lifelong friendship with
Ireland footie legend
Johnny Giles when he
joined Manchester United
as an apprentice in 1959.

The RTE star introduced
Stiles to his sister Kay, a
match which resulted in
their marriage in 1963.

While Giles moved on to
Leeds Utd that same year,
the two remained close. 

Outspoken Giles, 79, has
also criticised the lack of
support for his pal from
the Professional Football-
ers’ Association following
his Alzheimer’s and vascu-
lar dementia diagnosis.

He recently revealed that
both Nobby and Kay had
“suffered” over the last
few years. Opening up
about Nobby’s condition, he
said: “He has had it for a
few years, there’s no such
thing as a good Alzheimer’s
but he has a bad one, a
tormented one.”

Ace wed 
pal Giles’ 
sister Kay

‘Suffered’ . . . couple

NOBBY STILES: 194NOBBY STILES: 194NOBBY STILES: 194NOBBY STILES: 194NOBBY STILES: 19422NOBBY STILES: 1942NOBBY STILES: 194222 ---- 2020 2020- 2020---- 2020--- 2020 2020 2020- 2020- 2020- 2020-- 2020- 2020- 2020---- 2020--- 2020--- 2020---

NOBBY Stiles struck up a
lifelong friendship with

Ace wed 
pal Giles’ 
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A heart bigger than 
the gap in his teeth

Nobby was
born in Colly-

hurst, Manchester, in
1942, during an air raid.
He joined Man United as
an apprentice in 1959 and
went on to win league
titles in 1965 and 1967.

In 1968, he played a
crucial role in United
becoming the first
English club to win the

European Cup when they
beat Benfica at Wembley.

He left United in 1971
after making nearly 400
appearances and retired
in 1975 having won 28
England caps.

His one-time United
team-mate Denis Law,
80, said he was “desper-
ately saddened” to hear
of his friend’s death.

Manchester United said:
“Nobby was a Titan
of the club’s history,
cherished for his heart
and personality on and
off the pitch.”

Nobby, and wife Kay,
the sister of Republic of
Ireland legend Johnny
Giles, had three
children.

@IrishSunOnline

By ROBIN PERRIE

WORLD Cup winner
Nobby Stiles died
yesterday, with Gary
Lineker leading the
tributes to England’s
“toothless tiger”.

The TV pundit and
ex-Three Lions star
said of the 1966
legend: “He had a
heart even bigger than
the gap in his teeth.”

Pictures of Nobby
dancing across the
Wembley pitch, holding
the World Cup without
his dentures in, are
among the most abiding
images from England’s
finest footballing hour.

But he had been ill
for a number of years,
battling prostate cancer
and advanced dementia.

After tough-tackling
dynamo Nobby’s death
aged 78, only
four of the
famous English
team are now
left: Geoff
Hurst, Bobby
Charlton, 
George Cohen
and Roger Hunt.

Geoff, whose
hat-trick helped
England win the
final over West
Germany, said: “Hugely
sad to hear Nobby has
passed away.

“We were playing
together for the Under-
17s, Under-23s, and of
course England. Great
character, and the heart
and soul of the team.”

the gap in his teeththe gap in his teeth

Manchester United said:
“Nobby was a Titan
of the club’s history,
cherished for his heart
and personality on and
off the pitch.”

Nobby, and wife Kay,
the sister of Republic of
Ireland legend Johnny
Giles, had three

@IrishSunOnline@IrishSunOnline@

Toothless . . . 
& dancing, left. 
Below: in 2000. 
Four heroes still 

live, circled
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By ROISIN PHELAN

north this evening another
low pressure system is
going to come through
and bring another spell of
wet and very windy wea-
ther tonight and into
early Sunday.”

He added: “There will
be a bit of
respite on Sun-
day for a few
hours. But again
then on Sunday
evening and
Sunday night, it
looks like
another spell of
wet and windy
weather will
arrive in from
the south-west.”

10am this morning while
the warning for Donegal,
Galway, Mayo, Sligo and
Clare is due to remain in
place until 4pm.

A yellow wind alert for
all of Ireland will also be
valid until 4pm during
the first named storm of
the season.

But another two storm
systems could
hit Ireland after
Storm Aiden
blows over, with
a nationwide
weather advisory
issued through
to Monday.

Carlow Wea-
ther’s Alan
O’Reilly told the
Irish Sun: “Once
Aiden clears

IRELAND will be battered by two more
storm systems — after Storm Aiden’s
“damaging” gusts clear tonight. 

Aiden made landfall in the early hours of
the morning, with two orange warnings for
130kph gusts issued by Met Eireann.

Counties Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Wicklow, Cork,
Kerry and Waterford will be on orange alert until

Storm orange alert

AIDEN’S 
AIMING 
FOR US

Storm . . . alert

GET your brilliant Coronation Street 60th
anniversary souvenir pullout FREE, only in
tomorrow’s Irish Sun on Sunday.

It’s packed with star gossip, the funniest
stories and pictures galore from six decades
of Ireland most-loved TV soap – you can even
vote for your all-time favourite character. All
that plus Fabulous magazine. Don’t miss it. 
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HE’S been the breakout star of 2020 
so JOEL CORRY needs all the sleep 
he can get, what with his busy 
schedule.

The DJ, whose summer hit Head
& Heart spent six weeks at No1, has 
revealed a strange way of getting 
himself to sleep after arriving 
home late from a DJ set –
he watches clips of foul-
mouthed chef GORDON 
RAMSAY. 

In an exclusive chat, Joel 
said: “When I get back from
a gig, at like five in the 
morning, I’ll have been 
DJing for four hours, my 
ears are ringing and I’m 
a bit wavy.

“The way I get to 
sleep, I put on Gordon 
Ramsay on YouTube. 
That’s how I get off to 

sleep. I love it. It just works for me.” 
So it was a dream come true for Joel 
earlier this week when the celebrity 
chef posted a video on social media 
playing Head & Heart.

Joel will play a set this evening as
part of Kiss’ Haunted House Party 
along with CRAIG DAVID, MNEK and

DIZZEE RASCAL, which is 
streaming online from 6pm.

He revealed he has a Walking
Dead-themed set in store for 
viewers in tribute to his fave show.

Joel said: “Performers will be
coming out as zombies and

I’ve added a bit of the
theme music into the
set here and there.
Hopefully everyone’s
going to love it.”

He’s the man of the
moment so no doubt
they will.

Twitter: 
@simonboyle87

Sub deck h semi b u/l jkjkjkjk

Showbiz reporter of the year

SINGLES
1.  Positions – 
     ARIANA GRANDE 
2. Lemonade –      
      INTERNET MONEY,
     GUNNA and TOLIVER
3. Really Love – 
     KSI feat. CRAIG
     DAVID and DIGITAL
     FARM ANIMALS
4. See Nobody – 
     WES NELSON &
     HARDY CAPRIO
5. You Broke Me First –
     TATE McRAE
6. Ain’t It Different – 
      HEADIE ONE, AJ     
     TRACEY and 
      STORMZY
7. What You Know 
      Bout Love – 
     POP SMOKE
8. Sweet Melody –
     LITTLE MIX
9. Midnight Sky – 
      MILEY CYRUS
10.Holy – JUSTIN
      BIEBER ft. CHANCE
     THE RAPPER
n ARIANA GRANDE, 
top, is straight in at 
No1 with new single 
Positions. LITTLE MIX 
score their highest 
single in two years.

1. Letter To You – 
      BRUCE 
      SPRINGSTEEN
2. Song Machine, 
      Season One: 
      Strange Timez – 
      GORILLAZ
3. Moral Panic – 
      NOTHING BUT 
      THIEVES
4. Shoot For The Stars,
      Aim For The Moon – 
      POP SMOKE
5. In Isolation/Live 
      At The Plaza 
      Theatre, Stockport 
      – BLOSSOMS
6. All Blessed – 
      FAITHLESS
7. Royal Tea – 
     JOE BONAMASSA
8. Divinely Uninspired 
      To A Hellish Extent – 
      LEWIS CAPALDI
9. Fine Line – 
      HARRY STYLES
10. 20 – RUSSELL 
       WATSON
n BRUCE SPRING-
STEEN scores his 12th 
No1 album. He needs 
just one more to 
match ROBBIE 
WILLIAMS and ELVIS.

ALBUMS

SUPERSTAR ON RIPPING   UP THE RULEBOOK ON ROMANCE

around, I’ve got nothing but praise
for Sam, who has been brave enough
to open up about who they really are.

The hugely successful star came out
as gay aged ten but said it wasn’t
until meeting other non-binary people
that they started to understand
themself.

Speaking about asking to be
referred to with different pronouns,
the singer said: “I’ve always felt the
way I’ve felt.

“It wasn’t a new feeling, it was just
the discovery of a language and a
community of people that felt the
same way.

“It’s been lovely. It’s been a process
of feeling heard and seen — that
there is a space that I can live in
and enjoy my life in and feel com-
pletely like myself, and be treated as
such. I think that’s the difference
with the pronouns.”

Huge thing
The album has already been

referred to as a break-up album,
believed to be inspired by Sam’s
nine-month relationship with 13
Reasons Why actor BRANDON FLYNN,
which ended in 2018.

But that’s not quite something the
singer agrees with.

Sam explained: “When people say
break-up album, it’s like, it is, but it’s
more about how a break-up changes
you, especially your first one.

“You know, this is about my first
ever relationship and I think

anyone’s first relationship is a
big thing.

“But a queer person’s first
relationship is a huge thing
sometimes, because it’s where
you discover the most about
yourself.

“And so it’s more about
me and my journey after
that, really. But yeah, it is
basically a break-up
album.”

There haven’t been too
many love stories to
inspire songs recently

Sub deck h semi b u/l jkjkjkjk

SAM SMITH was one of the
most high-profile gay stars
in showbiz but after
coming out as non-binary
last year, that might not
be the case any more.

The four-times Grammy winner is
now open to dating people of “any
gender”, having decided the pronouns
“they/them” felt more appropriate
rather than “he/him”.

In an exclusive chat with Bizarre at
London’s famous Abbey Road Studios
to mark the release of new album
Love Goes, Sam explained: “I’ve
never really kind of played by the
rule book. I love people and whoever
I fall for, that’s who I fall for. I don’t
know who that’s going to be.

“Now I don’t know what gender
they will be, to be quite honest, and
that’s a freeing thing — to not be
limited to one category of person.

“I just fall in love with whoever I
fall in love with.

“I generally have never really
thought about people, any human
beings, in rigid terms.

“I’ve grown up in a family where
the gender power balance and all
these things were completely shifted.

“My mum worked, my dad was a
househusband. My sisters are incredi-
bly strong women.”

Although it’s a difficult thing for
some people to get their heads

ALBUM 
WHICH 
REFUSED 
TO DIE

SONGSMITH . . .
 Sam performs 
on The Graham 
Norton Show 

last week

SWEARY GORDON IS 
MUSIC TO JOEL’S EARS

FANS . . . Piers, 
left, and Gary

PAINTER MORGAN PUTS 
THE ART INTO CHARTS

though we are at some grand 
memorial service for this alien rock 
superstar. Ziggy is a Caesar for our 
age: messianic, sexual and beautiful 
– ‘the Nazz’, ‘well-hung’ with ‘god-
given ass’ – and we listen to his tale 
awestruck through to its final 
triumphant, melodramatic chord.

“Strangely, Bowie isn’t Ziggy in this
centrepiece of a concept album that 
became my aural bible as a teenager.

“His ability to slip in and out of the
character gave us the belief that we 
could be him too. We were all able to 

escape the humdrum of
70s life and aspire to a
greater, more thrilling
form. Ziggy played
guitar, but more
deeply he played upon
our imaginations.”

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

POP ART . . . some of Morgan’s works

VINYL is making a big comeback – in 
the form of supersize artworks.

Artist Morgan Howell has painted 
giant versions of classic 7in singles 
which have been compiled in a book, 
Morgan Howell At 45rpm, with 
celebrities including PIERS 
MORGAN and GARY KEMP 
describing what their favourite hits 
mean to them.

Piers picked The Beatles’ Hey Jude
from 1968 and said: “If ever the world 
needed this song, it’s surely now?

“A powerfully poignant reminder
of the need to maintain hope and 
positivity, however bleak things may 
seem. It’s a message to us all about 
finding the courage to dust yourself 
down when life takes a downturn, and 
to go out and get what you want. 

“l think it’s one of the greatest 
ballads ever written, and the lyrics 
have resonated strongly with me at 
various moments of my life, both 
professional and personal, when 
everything’s crashed and burned. 

“A wonderful song by a wonderful
songwriter, and the perfect anthem 
for these troubled times.”

Gary picked DAVID BOWIE’s 1972
song Ziggy Stardust and 
said: “From those opening 
power chords – a 
baroque-styled, 
ornamental fanfare, 
reminiscent of Handel – 
we are placed as 
subjects, disciples 
at the temple of 
Ziggy. lt is as 

HIT’S HIM . . . Morgan, 
below, and art on show
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I DON’T CARE
WHAT GENDER
A PERSON IS... 
IF I LOVE THEM
I’LL DATE THEM

KATE BECKINSALE has
claimed she posted this photo to

encourage people to turn out for the
US election but I have a sneaking

suspicion that she had an ulterior motive.
The actress, who lives in Los Angeles,

looked on top form in a tiny bra top emblazoned
with the word “Vote”, just a week after the Irish
Sun revealed she had split from her toyboy
boyfriend, Canadian rapper GOODY GRACE.

Photos like this one will surely mean no
shortage of romantic offers if Kate wants to leave
the single market again.

It’s not just the break-up which has left her
feeling sore, though.

Posting this snap on Instagram yester-
day, she warned: “Do not wear a metal

bra next to an open fire for an
extended period of time.”

SUPERSTAR ON RIPPING   UP THE RULEBOOK ON ROMANCE

Says SAM SMITH BRA-VOTE 
TO KATE 

MY TEAM:
Howell

Davies, Ellie 
Henman and
 Joe Kasper   

Sub deck h semi b u/l jkjkjkjk

SAM’S third album Love Goes was 
finally released yesterday – six 
months later than planned after 
almost being scrapped.

The singer decided to delay it at 
the beginning of lockdown in March 
because of its unfortunate former 
title To Die For and, for a while, 
thought it might never be released.

Sam said: “It was weird. There 
were definitely questions about 
whether I was going to release it, 
because when Covid hit, I was just 
like, there is no way – these songs 
don’t relate to me and how I’m 
feeling right now.

“But after about a month and a 
half of lockdown and listening to
the record, I still loved the songs
so much.

“They made me happy and I 

added: “To headline at Glastonbury 
would be unbelievable.

“I mean, whether my anxiety 
would even let me get through it 
would be another conversation, 
because I can’t even imagine how 
scared people must be, doing that.

“But do you know what? My 
ambitions now have definitely 
changed.

“I want to build a catalogue of 
music and every album I bring out, I 
want to take a risk and push myself 
and learn more about my 
instrument, become a better 
songwriter.

“I’m getting back to where I was 
before I became known, which was 
just someone who’s passionate 
about their trade and I think that’s 
what I want to focus on.”

though. Asked about dating as a
celebrity, Sam admitted: “That’s
hard. Just never getting my way
through being single and famous
is challenging at times, for sure.”

And on whether there have
been any bad dating experiences,
Sam continued: “Oh many, many,
many. Yeah, of course. Thank God
I’ve had them too.

“I’m trying to look at all experi-
ences now as a wonderful thing.

Fame in general, it takes a minute
to get your head round it. I think
it’s just going to take a little bit
longer for me to find someone.

“And also I’m too busy, if I’m
honest, to facilitate any sort of
relationship.”

The changes in the last couple
of years have clearly done won-

ders for Sam, who was
beaming

while chatting about life with me
and my reporter Howell Davies on
Wednesday afternoon.

Speaking about how they feel
now, Sam beamed: “I feel light. 

“I feel this, like, eagerness to
just have fun in my life and I feel
like I’ve got so much more to
explore in terms of love and
relationships and music and all
these things.

“And I’m just open and ready.”

thought it would be upsetting if 
people didn’t hear it.

“People will only understand my 
next record if they hear this one.”

And it’s not just the record which
the Diamonds singer is looking 
forward to.

Asked about what career goals 
are still on their bucket list, Sam 
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By AOIFE FINNERAN

KIM Kardashian’s hubby
Kanye West gave her a
hologram of her late dad
for her 40th birthday.

The TV star shared a
video of a digital version
of Robert Kardashian,
who died in 2003, online.

He told her: “I am so
proud of the woman that
you’ve become.”

Kim’s virtual dad —
who was OJ Simpson’s
lawyer during his murder
trial — also said: “All of
your hard work and all
of the businesses you
have built are incredible.

“But most impressive is
your commitment to
become a lawyer and
carry on my legacy.

“It’s a long and a hard
road but it’s worth it.
And I am with you every
step of the way.”

Kim described Kanye’s
present as a “special
surprise from heaven”.

FEED THE YEAST
Billy Cowley broke a

Guinness World Record
after chucking back 400g
of Marmite in a minute,
in South Africa.

Kim sees 
dead dad 
on b’day

Gift . . . Kim & Kanye TURKEY HORROR
KILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMIKILLER QUAKE AND TSUNAMI

14 die, 438 hurt 
as buildings fall

AT least 14 people died and
438 were hurt yesterday after
a powerful earthquake and
tsunami hit Turkey and Greece.

And the toll was set to rise as
rescuers searched for survivors in
the rubble of buildings.

At least 70 were pulled from blocks

in and around the Turkish city of
Izmir — 11 miles from the Aegean Sea
epicentre of the 7.0-magnitude quake.

Twelve died in the city, one of whom
drowned. Streets were deluged by a
mini-tsunami that swamped the port
and coastline. Two teens, aged 15 and
17, were killed by a collapsing wall on

the nearby Greek island of Samos.
Mykonos and Kos were among other
Greek holiday islands to suffer shocks.

Lisa and Paul Henning, both 41, and
daughter Emmy-Grace, 11, from Ports-
mouth were at the Pelagos Hotel and
Suites on Kos, 160 miles south of Izmir.

She said: “There was a terrifying
rumbling sound. The whole building
started shaking. We got out fast.”

@IrishSunOnline

the nearby Greek island of Samos.
Mykonos and Kos were among other
Greek holiday islands to suffer shocks.

Lisa and Paul Henning, both 41, and
daughter Emmy-Grace, 11, from Ports-
mouth were at the Pelagos Hotel and
Suites on Kos, 160 miles south of Izmir.

She said: “There was a terrifying
rumbling sound. The whole building

@IrishSunOnline

By NICK PARKER, Chief Foreign Correspondent

Aftermath . . . locals take in the devastation

Flood . . . street in port
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Four Star
vegan hit 
FOUR Star Pizza has
announced its first foray
into the growing vegan
food category.  

The ‘New Vegan’ pizza
is already proving a hit
with customers — vegan
or otherwise. It is topped
with oregano, basil,
chopped fresh garlic,
vegan cheese, onions,
mixed peppers, pineapple
and cauliflower bites.

Four Star Pizza director
Brian Clarke explains: “It
wasn’t easy and took a
lot of hard work but it
was crucially important
for us to create a health-
ier pizza option for veg-
ans, vegetarians and
flexitarians without com-
promising on our
renowned Four Star Pizza
freshness and taste.” 

Grande’s 
new LP 
ARIANA Grande yester-
day release her sixth
album — which contained
what may be her most
risque song yet.

The pop superstar’s
Positions album is her
first since 2019’s Thank
U, Next.

The new record con-
tains songs about love
and lust, with tracks
apparently inspired by
Grande’s boyfriend Dal-
ton Gomez, a Los Ange-
les real estate agent.

In what is perhaps her
most explicit song, the
provocatively titled 34+35,
Grande sings: “Baby, you
might need a seatbelt
when I’m riding, I’mma
leave it open like a door,
come inside it, even
though I’m wifey, you can
hit it like a side chick.”

By NICK PISA

BOBBY Ball’s sons yester-
day said they were “over-
whelmed” by tributes to
their dad and added: “We
can never fill his shoes.”

The comic — who was
one half of TV double act
Cannon and Ball — died
aged 76 on Wednesday
after testing positive for
Covid-19.

Son Rob Harper
revealed that Bobby had
been laughing and joking
with nurses in hospital
before declining.

He told how he and
sibling Darren — who
perform as the Harper
Brothers — did a gig with
Cannon and Ball three
weeks ago in Blackpool
in the UK.

Rob said: “Cannon and
Ball got the bigger
laughs, turned around to
us backstage and said,
‘That’s how you get
laughs, lads’.”

Darren added: “To
work with them both,
absolute legends, we can
never fill his shoes.”

Bobby’s 
sons pay 
tribute to 
star dad

Covid death . . . Ball

EXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEATEXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEATEXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEATEXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEAT

By JAMES BEAL, ALEX DIAZ
and GREG WOODFIELD

PHIL Collins’s ex-wife hired
a male stripper for sex and
introduced him to the music
superstar, saying: “This is
my friend.”

Preston Thompson, 29, claims
he had a 14-month affair with
Orianne Cevey, 46, after she
hired him from an escort
agency while she was living
with Phil again.

The hunky toyboy says she show-
ered him with gifts, including a
€77,000 Mercedes G-Wagon and
expensive designer clothes.

She whisked him off on a private
jet to the Bahamas and took him as
her date to Elton John’s A-list Oscars
party, all behind the 69-year-old In
The Air Tonight singer’s back.

Preston says she also invited him
for secret visits to Phil’s €33million
waterside mansion while he was out.

Orianne went on to wed amateur
musician Thomas Bates, 31, in August
despite continuing to live with Phil
and is now battling him for millions
in court.

Speaking exclusively to the Irish
Sun, Preston blasted: “Orianne is
trying to ruin Phil’s life. He took care
of her, gave her millions of dollars,
and now she wants more.

“I think she still wants to live that
rock star life, but Phil is done with
that and has settled down. Orianne’s
still young and wants to go out and
party with good-looking guys.

“She has treated Phil like he is
lower than dirt. She is two-faced.”

Phil and Swiss-born Orianne, who
met in 1994 when she was his transla-
tor, divorced in 2008 — with the Gen-
esis drummer and vocalist forced to
hand her €27million.

But the pair, who have sons Matt-
hew, 15, and Nicholas, 19, rekindled
their romance eight years later and
moved into his Miami Beach mansion.

However, she is said to have hired
former model and part-time stripper
Preston through his “companion”
agency — called Fantasy Date — in
March last year.

They met at the five-star Wynn Las
Vegas hotel, where Preston says they
had sex after their first date.

Preston, who gets his kit off in
private strip shows under the name
Bradley because of his likeness to
Hollywood star Bradley Cooper, told
us: “We hit it off right away. I was
introduced to Orianne by her assis-
tants up in a double master suite
overlooking the city and was told she
had been married to Phil Collins.

“She had a cane in her hand and
she wasn’t really able to walk very
well because she’d had surgery and
she was in rehabilitation.

“We had drinks and room service. I
stayed the night there with Orianne. 
She paid a couple of thousand for 
the companionship that night but 
didn’t pay me for the sex 
because my time was over.”

The pair began seeing
each other and smitten Ori-
anne treated Preston, who

lives in Vegas, to a manicure and
even insisted his facial hair was
shaved a certain way.

She began lavishing him with
money while posing for loved-up
selfies. Preston said: “It wasn’t just a
sexual relationship, we actually
enjoyed our time with each other.
She would also help me out finan-
cially. She’d tell Phil she was on
business and said he didn’t care.”

Orianne, who shared a Vegas
penthouse with him, is also said
to have claimed the Songwriters
Hall of Fame star has body

odour. Preston added: “Orianne told
me they weren’t really together — that
it was just for the kids and she was
looking for her own place. 

“She said that they hadn’t had sex
for so long and, although it sounds
really messed up, she said that he
never showers — he smells.”

And he claimed: “Orianne wanted
to have sex all the time, but with
younger people than Phil.”

She began buying Preston gifts,
including the Mercedes G-Wagon 4x4
and a €30,000 dune buggy.

Preston was called “Mr Collins” by

former model and part-time stripper
Preston through his “companion”
agency — called Fantasy Date — in

They met at the five-star Wynn Las
Vegas hotel, where Preston says they
had sex after their first date.

Preston, who gets his kit off in
private strip shows under the name
Bradley because of his likeness to
Hollywood star Bradley Cooper, told
us: “We hit it off right away. I was
introduced to Orianne by her assis-
tants up in a double master suite
overlooking the city and was told she
had been married to Phil Collins.

“She had a cane in her hand and
she wasn’t really able to walk very
well because she’d had surgery and
she was in rehabilitation.

“We had drinks and room service. I
stayed the night there with Orianne. 
She paid a couple of thousand for 
the companionship that night but 
didn’t pay me for the sex 
because my time was over.”

The pair began seeing
each other and smitten Ori-
anne treated Preston, who

lives in Vegas, to a manicure and
even insisted his facial hair was
shaved a certain way.

She began lavishing him with
money while posing for loved-up
selfies. Preston said: “It wasn’t just a
sexual relationship, we actually
enjoyed our time with each other.
She would also help me out finan-
cially. She’d tell Phil she was on
business and said he didn’t care.”

Orianne, who shared a Vegas
penthouse with him, 
to have claimed the Songwriters
Hall of Fame star has body

Home and away . . Phil’s pile and her Vegas love nest. Below left, pair in 1994 

Toyboy . . . Orianne 
with Preston in €30,000 
buggy she bought him. 
Left, with Phil in 2018
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Hunky . . . Preston, 29, shows off his bodyFrail . . . Phil, 69, with walking stick this week

EXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEATEXCLUSIVE: TOYBOY’S    AFFAIR WITH PHIL CHEAT

shop assistants. He said: “Orianne
would shower me in gifts all the
time. It was all Tom Ford, Dolce &
Gabbana and Dior. Shop assistants
would say, ‘Oh Mr Collins, we’ve
got this for you’. They knew my
exact measurements.” 

She is also said to have jetted off
with him on trips to the Bahamas,
Switzerland, France and the UK. 

She took him to Elton’s Oscars
party in LA. And in October last
year, he actually met Phil when he
went to his Not Dead Yet tour gig
in Vegas. Preston — who has also

met both of the couple’s children —
added: “I was introduced to Phil as
just her friend. We shook hands
and it was awkward. I had a feel-
ing maybe he knew.

“I asked her about it and she
said, ‘I didn’t want to cause any
problems backstage, he’s about to
go on for a show. I told him you’re
my friend but he knows about us’.”

That month, Preston visited
Miami and twice went to Phil’s
seven-bedroom home while he was
absent. He claims Orianne wanted
him to move into the property,

insisting it would be fine with the
eight-time Grammy winner.

Preston recalled: “She was like,
‘He won’t care, I have my side of
the house and he has his’. I’ve been
to their house twice — but I didn’t
want to stay the night there.”

He also claimed she asked him
to marry her four times — the first
after just two months of dating.

He added: “I didn’t want to be
known as a toyboy. I turned her
down again and again. She said,
‘You don’t love me, you’re just here
for my money’. But I said, ‘If I was

here for your money, I’d have mar-
ried you the first time you asked!’”

In November last year, Orianne
bought a €1.3million house for her
and Preston to share in Nevada.

But he said demanding Orianne
would fly into rages when he did
not want to have sex with her —
and was even jealous of his cat.

Their relationship came to an
explosive end in May this year after
he claimed he caught her cheating.

He says he found texts on Ori-
anne’s phone from another man,
who was not current husband

Thomas. Preston says he texted Phil
after his break-up with Orianne to
warn him but never got a reply.

And he was stunned to read that
she had got hitched to new lover
Thomas in Vegas on August 2.

Phil left the Miami mansion but
is now furious after Orianne moved
her new hubby in and has refused
to leave. She is now demanding
half of the home’s worth.

And Preston added: “If I was in
Phil’s situation, I would feel
extremely disrespected.”

@IrishSunOnline

AGE
OCCUPATION

SKILL
BEST KNOWN FOR

COLLECTS

69
Musician
Drumming
In The Air Tonight
Alamo relics

PHIL
COLLINS

PRESTON
THOMPSON

EASY LOVER v
SLEAZY LOVER

29
Stripper

Getting his kit off
His six pack

Guns

lCOLLINS’ EX IN
STEAMY FLING
WITH STRIPPER

lPAIR’S TRYSTS
AT ROCK STAR’S
€33M MANSION Hunky . . . Preston, 29, shows off his bodyFrail . . . Phil, 69, with walking stick this week

shop assistants. He said: “Orianne
would shower me in gifts all the

met both of the couple’s children —
added: “I was introduced to Phil as

insisting it would be fine with the
eight-time Grammy winner.

here for your money, I’d have mar-
ried you the first time you asked!’”

Thomas. Preston says he texted Phil
after his break-up with Orianne to

I can hear her
humping on the
stairs tonight...
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By DANNY DE VAAL

THE parents of two
children with a rare
genetic condition
have told how their
home had become a
“prison” to them.

Dermot and Denise
Guihen appear on this
week’s DIY SOS, as they
call on an army of
volunteers to renovate
their home to allow
them to care for their
boys more effectively. 

The doting parents, from
Leixlip, Co Kildare, provide
round-the-clock care to twin
sons Shay and Finn, nine,
who suffer from Pfeiffer
Syndrome.

The boys were initially
only given weeks to live
when they were born and
rely on tracheotomies to
allow them to breathe. 

The youngsters’ hearing
and sight is also impaired
and they have fused elbows
and need to be peg-fed.
Shay was also diagnosed
with autism.

Due to their sons’ trache-
otomies, both Denise and
Dermot — who have another
son Riley — need to always
have to be able to see or
hear Shay and Finn in case
a blockage prevents them
breathing.

Explaining their sons’ con-
dition, Denise said: “The
skull plates fuse too early
and lock the brain . . . so
there’s no place to grow.

“Their eyes are too big for
their sockets and the breath-
ing apparatus behind the
nose and mouth is kind of
squashed.

“So they can’t breathe like
you and I — which is why
they have to have the
tracheotomies.”

Mum Denise
revealed that
she and
Dermot 

only discovered something
was wrong after both boys
were born.

Doctors warned them that
Shay and Finn might live
just a matter of weeks — or
if they did pull through that
they would be bed-ridden or
require wheelchairs.

Denise said: “None of the
scans actually brought up
any issues so it was at the

birth that we knew
something was
wrong.

“At Christmas
time we were
brought in and

we were told
that the

boys

were unlikely to survive the
new year. We made the
decision then and just said,
‘you know what, if these
children are only going to be
here with us for a short time
then we are going to be
there with them every day
beside them so they know
they are loved, wanted and
cared for,’ and that’s what
we did.”

Dermot added: “It was a
huge shock when they were
born . . . it’s only going back
that you start living it again.

“We wanted them . . . and I
think that’s what made them
stay was the love that we
had for them.”

Denise said “the constant
demanding care needs” that
the boys’ condition requires
“would put anybody to the
pin of their collar”.

But she vowed: “You have

to keep going because your
child’s life depends on it.” 

Both Shay and Finn spent
the first two years of their
life in Dublin’s Temple
Street Hospital.

They were then moved to
the Laura Lynn Hospice for
two-and-a-half years. 

The boys are now cared
for in their Leixlip house
with the help of home
nursing care.

The family built an exten-
sion but it has become unfit
for purpose as the boys have
grown older.

So on tomorrow’s episode
of DIY SOS — which is
fronted by Baz Ashmawy —
a team of volunteers give the
home a makeover. 

The new home design aims
to give Dermot and Denise
more independence and pri-
vacy, while also allowing

them to keep tabs on their
sons through open-plan
areas. Volunteers also con-
structed a separate room for
nursing staff to sleep next
door to Shay and Finn

And grateful Denise
thanked the volunteers for
their tireless work and
declared they’d transformed
a “prison” into a “palace”.

Denise added: “Today
when we walked through
those doors, I felt the love
and the want of a
community in every handle,
in every panel, in every
paint stroke.

“You have turned what was
a prison into a pure palace
for us.”

DIY SOS — The Big Build, will air
tomorrow night on RTE One at
6.30pm.

@IrishSunOnline

PARENTS OF LITTLE FIGHTER TWINS

By NILIMA MARSHALL

PEOPLE who smoke are
more likely to success-
fully give up the habit if
they live near green spa-
ces, research suggests.

Scientists have also
found that those residing
in leafy neighbourhoods
are less likely to smoke.

The research, published
in the journal Social Sci-
ence and Medicine, is
based on Health Survey
for England data from
more than 8,000 adults.

Leanne Martin, from
the University of Plym-
outh, the lead author on
the study, said: “Its find-
ings support the need to
protect and invest in nat-
ural resources, in both
urban and more rural
communities, in order to
maximise public health
benefits they may afford.

“If our findings are
substantiated by further
work, nature-based inter-
ventions could be pre-
scribed to assist
individuals attempting to
give up smoking.”

Greenery 
may help 
smokers 
to give up

Research . . . cigarettes

By BARRY MORAN

JEFF Bridges has thanked
fans for their messages of
support since he
announced he was diag-
nosed with lymphoma.

The 70-year-old star of
The Big Lebowski, Crazy
Heart and True Grit
recently revealed he was
starting treatment and
the prognosis is “good”.

Sharing a photo of
himself in hospital
hooked up to machines,
he tweeted: “I want to
thank you all for reaching
out during this time, it
feels good getting all the
well wishes and love!”

Bridges said he will be
sharing updates on his
online journal, where he
wrote: “This cancer thing
is bringing on feelings of
preciousness, and grati-
tude, and good old fash-
ion love, and lots of it,
big time . . . I’m feeling so
much of it comin’ my
way, and man, I appreci-
ate it. It’s contagious, all
this love, like some kind
of positive virus.”

Ill Jeff so 
thankful 
for fans’ 
support

Diagnosis . . . Bridges

Plush open plan layout of new living roomPlush open plan layout of new living roomPlush open plan layout of new living room
GRAND DESIGNS

Baz shows twins and family around new homeBaz shows twins and family around new homeBaz shows twins and family around new home
TWICE THE CELEBRATION

Makeover team created stunning new gardenMakeover team created stunning new gardenMakeover team created stunning new garden
DREAM HOUSE

Plush open plan layout of new living room Baz shows twins and family around new home Makeover team created stunning new garden

DIY SOS turned 
a prison into a 
palace for us

Home upgrade 
will help care 

for Shay & Finn

Home upgrade 
will help care 

ALL FOR 
THE BOYS

SMILES BETTER . . . host Baz
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Court of Appeal this week ruled
that dead children cannot be
identified when someone is
charged with killing them. 

The person charged with the
child’s killing cannot be named as
it would also identify the child in
what Fianna Fail’s Jim O’Calla-
ghan slammed as “an absurdity”.

The mum yesterday revealed she
is “very uncomfortable” with it,
saying: “It was that I wanted peo-

I’VE BEEN GAGGED
Mum of murdered children fury at identity ruling 

Act because what it has effectively
done is — without being too dra-
matic about it — is gagged me.” 

Another issue this has brought
up, potentially, is that adult vic-
tims of child abuse may not be
able to talk openly if someone is
convicted and they choose to give
up their anonymity. 

She said: “The justice system is
stacked in the favour of the per-
petrator — and that’s really,
really difficult to take when
you’re on the other side.”

@IrishSunOnline

ple to see my sons as I saw them.
And see them not as the victims,
if you like, in that particular trial.

“I also wanted people to see I’m
normal. That something as hor-
rendous and tragic as happened
to me happens to normal people.”

She continued: “One of my
greatest fears is that my sons will
be forgotten. Part of the process
for me is that’s part of remember-
ing them and making sure that
their memories are kept alive.

“They need to amend that part
of the section in the Childrens’

THE grieving mum of two
murdered children has
told of her fear that a
court ruling will result in
her boys being forgotten.

The brave woman also
insisted that while it may not
have been the intention, it is
a form of “censorship”.

She and others are calling for
the Government to amend Section
252 of the Children’s Act after the

By JOHN HAND

Outrage . . mother

THERE were 190 patients
waiting for beds in
hospitals across the
country yesterday. 

According to INMO
Trolley Watch, 162 were
waiting in the emergency
department, while 28
were in wards elsewhere
in hospitals.

An INMO spokesperson
said: “The INMO Trolley
Watch counts the number
of patients who have
been admitted to acute
hospitals, but who are
waiting for a free bed.

PURR-FECT SEND OFF
A beloved stray cat

that lived at Southwark
Cathedral in London for
12 years has received an
online funeral service.

190 wait 
on beds

GARDAI have seized
€50,000 worth of cocaine
and £12,000 after spotting
a suspicious transaction. 

Four people are also in
Garda custody after the
incident in the Castlebel-
lingham area of Co
Louth on Thursday.

Following a Garda sur-
veillance operation, a car
was stopped and
searched and it was then
they made the find. 

One woman and three
men, all aged in their
30s, were lifted. 

A spokeswoman added:
“All four are detained
under Section 4 of the
Criminal Justice Act, 1984
in Dundalk and
Drogheda Garda stations
respectively. Investigations
are ongoing.”

Cash and 
coke haul

By AOIFE FINNERAN

MAURA Higgins has hit
back at ‘annoying’ ques-
tions about her friendship
with Molly-Mae Hague
and Tommy Fury.

The Longford reality
star, 29, addressed her
relationship with her fel-
low Love Islanders on
Instagram yesterday.

The trio share an unu-
sual friendship after
Maura pursued Tommy
on the show before the
boxer made it clear Molly
was the one for him.

The couple have been
inseparable ever since
and still count Maura as
their best pal, regularly
hanging out together.

The model addressed
their relationship during
a fan Q+A, saying: “This
question comes up so
many times and it’s so
annoying.

“It’s only annoying
because people need to
understand, we were on
a TV show. It was a real-
ity TV show!”

Maura is 
annoyed 
by reality 
pals quiz

Questions . . . Higgins

ZARA’S
SPLITS

LOVE Island beauty Zara McDermott
shows she’s knot one for hiding her many
talents in this revealing outfit.

The former X Factor: Celebrity star, 23,
who recently split from Made in Chelsea’s
Sam Thompson, 28, squeezed into a 
turquoise outfit seemingly held together with
string. Doesn’t want to be tied down . . . 

Over . . . 
with Sam
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spooky 
pumpkin 

fun!

Draw a line to 
match each match each 

little monster to 
its pumpkin.

where’s 

howler’s

howl?

Spot the Difference!

Help Howler through the maze to join his new friends for trick-or-treat fun.

mazemystery

find-a-treat!

The neighbourhood kids 

are out trick-or-treating. 

There are six sweets 

hidden in the picture. 

Can you find them all?

It’s fun and friendship all the way with Howler, 

the little werewolf who couldn’t howl!

The world of 
HarperCollins Children’s Books 

presents

The world of
presents

The world of

with The Sun

HOWL WITH LAUGHTER with

FOR ANSWERS, visit: 

www.worldofdavidwalliams.

com/thesun

The spooktacular new picture book from NUMBER ONE bestselling

SPOOKY TRICKS THAT ARE A REAL TREAT FROM TOP AUTHOR DAVID WALLIAMS

 Get set for WalloweenARE you ready to make 
Halloween a fright to 
remember?

Bestselling author David
Walliams has designed 
some puzzles for young 
Irish Sun readers based 
around his brilliant picture 
book, Little Monsters.

There are some amazing

mazes and brainbusting 
brainteasers. Then, when 
you’ve cracked them all, 
why not pick up David’s
brilliant new story,
Code Name Bananas, 
from your favourite book 
store — although with 
Level 5 restrictions, 
it’ll have to be online.  Get set for Walloweenmazes and brainbusting 
brainteasers. Then, when 
you’ve cracked them all, 
why not pick up David’s
brilliant new story,
Code Name Bananas, 
from your favourite book 
store — although with 
Level 5 restrictions, 
it’ll have to be online.
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spooky 
pumpkin 

fun!

where’s 

howler’s

howl?

Howler just can’t match the other  
werewolves when it comes to making werewolves when it comes to making 
a big noise. Which trail will lead him a big noise. Which trail will lead him 

to his HOOOOWWWWLL?

Here are Howler’s 
monster classmates. 

Can you find five 
differences between 

the pictures.

Spot the Difference!

Help Howler through the maze to join his new friends for trick-or-treat fun.

mazemystery

find-a-treat!

The neighbourhood kids 

are out trick-or-treating. 

There are six sweets 

hidden in the picture. 

Can you find them all?

The world of 

STARTSTART

FINISH

HOWL WITH LAUGHTER with

FOR ANSWERS, visit: 

www.worldofdavidwalliams.

com/thesun

LITTLE MONSTERS, the new picture book by David Walliams with illustrations by Adam Stower is published by  
HarperCollins Children’s Books, priced £12.99 in hardback. Text © 2020 David Walliams; Illustrations © 2020 Adam StowerChildren’s Books, priced £12.99 in hardback. Text © 2020 David Walliams; Illustrations © 2020 Adam StowerChildren’s

Lettering of author’s name © Quentin Blake 2008; Licensed by HarperCollins Publishers Ltd Publishers Ltd Publishers

The spooktacular new picture book from NUMBER ONE bestselling

SPOOKY TRICKS THAT ARE A REAL TREAT FROM TOP AUTHOR DAVID WALLIAMS

 Get set for Walloween
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Dear Deidre
WHEN my girlfriend got pregnant 
just over a year ago we agreed it was 
best to have a termination, and 
broke up shortly afterwards. We 
have spoken since and we both 
regret the abortion.

I can’t get my mind off my ex. I 
know deep down I still love her but I 
also know we can’t be together and it
won’t happen. I am 19 and she is 18. 
How do I get over her and forget 
her? I have been with other girls 
since but they don’t fill the gap.

I am worried I’ll never move on.
0DEIDRE SAYS: A termination 
usually leads to mixed feelings. You 
suffered a genuine loss, a what-
might-have-been. That doesn’t mean 
it was the wrong decision but 
couples often find it affects their 
relationship and maybe you tried to 
move on too quickly.

It would help to talk over your 
feelings with a counsellor.

Dear Deidre
I FANTASISE about having sex with 
my brother-in-law and I had a dream 
about having sex with him.

I am 17 and have a boyfriend the 
same age as me. My sister and her 
husband are staying with us while 
their house is done up. 

My brother-in-law is 23 and walks
round the house sometimes with no 
top on.

He looks so much more muscled 
and manly than my boyfriend, 
though they are very similar in other 
ways. I can’t help feeling less 
content with my boyfriend and 
giving him a hard time.
0DEIDRE SAYS: Fantasies and 
dreams are safe enough and we 
shouldn’t feel any blame for them, as 
long as we don’t act on the 
dangerous ones.

You and your sister clearly have 
similar tastes in men but you have to 
be careful sibling rivalry doesn’t 
drive you to act badly.

Your boyfriend will probably be 
just as muscled and manly in due 
time – especially if he goes to the 
gym. 

Be careful you don’t take a good 
guy for granted.

TEENAGE
TROUBLE

accident and they
didn’t even tell us – we
read about it in the
local paper.

We asked about the
funeral and they said
we weren’t allowed to
go because of Covid.

But we went along
after the service and
there were loads of
people by the grave.

Should we cut them
off or take the higher
ground and stay in
contact?
0DEIDRE SAYS: This
is hurtful but you’ll

feel better if you
behave towards them
the way you would
have liked them to
behave towards you.

Show sympathy,
suggest you all meet,
and show you want
to be involved as
a family. 

But also
find understanding
support for the grief
you clearly still feel. 

Bereavement sup-
port for young people
is available from
tusla.ie.

Dear Deidre
I’VE read the average 25-year-old
has had ten sexual partners or
more, but I’m a guy of 24 and I’ve
had none. I have never even
kissed a girl.

My 15-year-old cousin has
more experience with girls than
me. I’m insecure and feel inferior.

I’m not getting any closer to
performing the deed. Lockdown
meant I was stuck at home with
my parents. When we could go
out, everyone was scared of the
virus – and now everything
seems to be shutting down again.

0DEIDRE SAYS: These are
tough times for those looking
for a relationship but don’t
fixate on losing your virginity.

A girl likes to be wanted for
herself as a special person, not
the means to an end.

Use this fallow time to look at
why you have found it hard to
get close to girls. My e-leaflet
on Social Anxiety can help.

One good thing about the
pandemic is that so many
courses are now accessible
online, including on developing
social skills. When restrictions
lift, you will be ready.

I’M STILL A VIRGIN AT 24

Dear Deidre
MY girlfriend and I are trying for 
a baby but there are two 
problems – I have a low sperm 
count and I’ve fallen in love with 
a married colleague.

My girlfriend and I are both
35 and we’ve been having 
fertility investigations, which 
discovered I’m the one with the 
problem. We are now going 
through IVF.

I felt low and confided in this
colleague. She’s 39 and went 
through fertility issues too 
though she has a little girl now.

We grew close and said we 
loved one another, though we 
never did more than kiss.

Last month we agreed we 
should just be friends. I don’t 
want to break up her marriage, 
especially since she has a child, 
but I do have feelings for her.

But is it fair to stay with my 
girlfriend if I’m robbing her of the 
chance of motherhood? I worry 
I’m only here because it’s safe 
and I don’t want to be alone.

We’ve been together since 
school and it feels scary to think 
of being without her, especially 
as I would bring my fertility 
problem to any new relationship. 

Who would want me?
0DEIDRE SAYS: Maybe you 
fell for your colleague just 
because of your fertility 
problems. She provided 
comfort and escapism.

You may be on a long 
waiting list for IVF but, if it is 
going to happen soon, tell 
your girlfriend you’d best 
postpone things while you 
check in with one another.

Fertility treatment can feel
like a treadmill that, once on, 
you cannot get off.

A baby is far from 
guaranteed but you need to 
both be sure a child – and your 
relationship – are what you 
wholeheartedly want.

You can find help through 
The National Infertility 
Support and Information 
Group at nisig.com

Dear Deidre
WHEN my brothers,
sister and I lost our
mum to cancer two
years ago, our aunts
and uncles said they
would be there for us,
but we’ve never heard
from any of them.

I am a woman of 25,
the eldest of four.

My sister is the
youngest and she’s 18.
We lost touch with our
dad years ago.

Our cousin was
killed recently in a road

Dear Deidre
WE have a little girl of
18 months who needs
corrective surgery but
the operation has been
postponed because of
Covid. I’m worrying
non-stop.

Now my husband
has been laid off and
I’ve had to go back to
work so we can afford
to pay the mortgage.
We are both 30.

I have a public-
facing job which
means I’ll have to move

out of our home before
my daughter’s opera-
tion, whenever it takes
place, because she will
need to isolate, and I’ll
have to stay away for at
least a fortnight after
she gets home.

My husband is a bril-
liant dad but it breaks
my heart to think of
her going through this
without me.
0DEIDRE SAYS:   I’m
so sorry. I understand
how agonising this
feels. Try explaining
the situation to your

employer in case you
could be given paid
leave or take holiday
for the month when
she has her
operation.

If that’s impossible,
try to focus on the
positives – your
daughter is going
to have the surgery
she needs, which
wouldn’t happen
everywhere in the
world, and you have a
lovely husband who
will be there to care
for her.

EVERY emailed problem gets a free personal reply. Email 
problems@deardeidre.org, private message me on Facebook or 
write to Deidre Sanders, The Irish Sun, The Watermarque Building, 
Ringsend Road, D4. You can follow me on Twitter @deardeidre.

mum, and this girl and I spent the whole
weekend in bed with occasional naked visits
to the kitchen for food and drink.

My girlfriend found out because she was
suspicious and went through my phone.

She went ballistic at first but we talked
and she forgave me after a while.

Her best friend came round one evening
recently. She’s 21, too. I realise now she
knew my girlfriend would be visiting her
parents. I offered her a drink and she sat

Dear        Deidre
Shock after I had sex 
with girlfriend’s mate
Dear Deidre
MY girlfriend’s best friend begged
me to have sex with her, so I did.
It was great – but I’ve now found
out my girlfriend has been
cheating, too.

I have been with my girl since I was 17. I
am 22 now. She is 21, very sexy and guys
are always after her.

I went travelling with some mates when I
was 19 and didn’t know what she got up to
while I was away. But I did know she had
a busy social life and was out drinking lots
with her friends. After that I didn’t trust
her 100 per cent.

I’m in logistics now and I first cheated on
her with a colleague at work about 18
months ago. This girl was coming on strong
and said she was too frightened to spend a
night alone after her flatmate went home to
see her parents.

I agreed to stay with her. We went to the
pub first and the moment we were in the
flat door the real reason she wanted me
there became obvious. She couldn’t undress
me fast enough.

My girlfriend was away at a spa with her

down beside me. After a while she started
rubbing my thigh. Next thing she was
saying she was feeling really horny and
asking if I would have sex with her.

I should have refused but this girl was all
over me and I went with it.

But then she told me my girlfriend had
had sex with someone she met online and
also with a guy she met in the pub.

I confronted my girlfriend and she
admitted it. She blames me for everything
but says she is very sorry and she’ll have
my name tattooed on her thigh. I want to
forgive her and start over but the thought
of her with other men is driving me mad.
0DEIDRE SAYS: If there is ever to be any trust
between you and your girlfriend, you both need
to start again from the beginning.

You are young and it may be that the love you
have for one another is not enough to keep a
committed relationship going. Perhaps neither
of you wants to settle down yet. If so, then don’t
hurt one another any more by trying to make
something work when your hearts are not in it.

Have a good long talk. If you don’t feel ready
for real commitment, don’t force yourselves.

 Give yourselves the chance to find someone
who values you enough to stay faithful.

My leaflet Find It Hard To Be Faithful? can help
– and I wouldn’t rush that tattoo.

topic4today

problems@deardeidre.org

MORE than one million children live in 
stepfamilies. Experiencing a family 
break-up then the arrival of a new rival 
for the love of the parent they’re living 
with is a lot to ask of a child – and no 
wonder there can be tensions.

My leaflet on Stepfamily Problems 
explains how to help everyone. Email or 
message me on Facebook for a copy.

I answer 
EVERY
letter

Deidre’s photo
casebook CLIFF’S SHOCK 

REVELATION – 
final day

Adapted by LAURA COLLINS

I’M GOING 
SHOPPING, 

CLIFF. PROMISE 
YOU WON’T GET 
UP TO ANYTHING 

WHILE I’M OUT

PROMISE, JANICE. DON’T GO ON, PLEASE. 
YOU’RE TREATING ME LIKE A CHILD

. . . GIVING UP WEARING HER 
UNDERWEAR IS EASIER SAID 
THAN DONE. I STILL REALLY, 
REALLY WANT TO DO IT . . . 

LOOK AT MY LOVELY NEW 
KNICKERS, CLIFF. WON’T 
THEY LOOK NICE ON ME? 

. . . I DON’T KNOW HOW MUCH 
LONGER I CAN TAKE HER 

LITTLE DIGS. AND I STILL LONG
TO PUT ON HER UNDIES . . . 

Dear Cliff,
UNLESS you are very 
unusual, you will find it 
hard to suppress your 
urges to cross-dress.

The attraction to 
wearing women’s clothes 
isn’t simply a bit of sexy 
fun for a man like you. It 
is a deep-laid part of you 

that you can’t just decide 
to set aside.

You and Janice need 
support to sort this out 
and find a compromise, 
or you’ll go back to rifling 
her underwear drawer.

My leaflet on Cross-
dressing Worries can 
help. Deidre
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SUNDIAL the BIG quizword
double SunDOKU

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS

TE
AS

ER

TO
U

G
H

IE

Calls cost €1.28 per minute from a landline. 

Check today’s answers by 
calling 1560 932 224 before 
midnight. Calls cost €1.28 
per minute from a landline.

Calls for extra clues and answers 
last no longer than two minutes 

(Sundial answers may vary). 
Helpline: 0818 205 403 

(9am-5.30pm). Service provider: 
Spoke, W1T 4HD

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11

12 13 14

15 16

17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28

29

30 31 32 33

34 35 36 37

38 39

40 41 42 43

44

45 46 47 48

49 50

DOWN
 1 Fisherman’s long stick with a reel (3)
 2 Racecourse town near Lincoln (6,5)
 3 First name of rapper Ms Minaj (5)
 4 Greek island group that includes Corfu (6)
 5 Competition toboggan (4)
 7 First name of polar explorer Amundsen (5)
 8 Event which occurred on the  Bounty  (6)
 9 Painting technique using egg yolks (7)
 10 Native of Oslo, eg (9)
 11 Sovereign’s jewelled globe and staff (3,3,7)
 15 Type of quartz with bands of colour (5)
 17 Famous Aintree horse race (5,8)
 19 Preston’s river (6)
 21 Bletchley Park cipher machine (6)
 23 Shakespearean heiress who marries 

Bassanio (6)
 24 Polish capital (6)
 28 Star and director of  Citizen Kane  (5,6)
 30 London’s Eurostar terminus (2,7)
 33 English partner in a famous 

car-manufacturing � rm (5)
 35 Venue in which to sip a Chardonnay (4,3)
 38 Enigmatic guru (6)
 39 TV expert on a subject (6)
 41 Internet telephony system (5)
 43 Commonest noble gas (5)
 44 18th-century dandy such as Nash or 

Brummell (4)
 48 Area of western India (3)

ACROSS
 1 Old Italian mansion (5,5)
 6 Inventor of the spinning mule (8)
 12 Greek style of architecture (5)
 13 African country whose capital is Abuja (7)
 14 Cornish border river (5)
 15 Native of the United States (8)
 16 Vessel for the display of � owers (10)
 18 Glow in the sky sometimes seen at polar 

latitudes (6)
 20 Actress daughter of Peter Fonda (7)
 22 Indonesian island (4)
 25 Goddess of the dawn in Greek mythology (3)
 26 Colour of the Bakerloo Line on the London 

Underground map (5)
 27 Cantonese area of London’s Soho (9)
 29 River at Balmoral (3)
 30 West Sussex location of the Weald and 

Downland Museum (9)
 31 Gym shoes (5)
 32 Dame’s male equivalent (3)
 34 Low-ranking chessman (4)
 36 Originals from which copies are made (7)
 37 Number of quires in a ream (6)
 40 First woman to serve as an MP (5,5)
 42 Resident of Khartoum (8)
 45 Moroccan city on the Atlantic (5)
 46 Close of a � scal period (4-3)
 47 Network of forced labour camps in the former 

Soviet Union (5)
 49 Projection on the rim of a wheel (8)
 50 Pasta sauce with olives, tomatoes, anchovies, 

capers and garlic (10)

TODAY’S TEASER

TODAY’S TOUGHIE

CALL 1560 932 225 FOR CLUES 
OR SOLUTION (€1.28PM)

CALL 1560 932 223 FOR CLUES 
OR SOLUTION (€1.28PM)

SEE how many words of four or 
more letters you can “dial” 

using the one at the centre in 
each word.

You can make at least one 
word using all of them. Don’t 

use the letters more than once 
in any word.

No proper names or plurals. Words 
from Collins Concise Dictionary.

MINI ANAGRAM
Correctly solve the anagrams (there may 
be more than one option) to fi ll in the grid 

and complete the crossword.
1 2

3

4

5

ACROSS
1 STEP
4 A CELT 
5 EDDY 

DOWN
1 PEKE
2 PLAYS
3 DUST 

3 PAGES OF PUZZLES
START HERE

PATHFINDER

ACTIVITIES
ADAM HENSON
AGRICULTURE
ANITA RANI
CALENDAR
ELLIE
ENVIRONMENT
JOHN CRAVEN
MATT BAKER
OUTDOORS
REGIONAL
RURAL
TRADITIONS
WALKING

Beginning with the 
letter E in the shaded 
square below, follow a 

continuous path in the grid to fi nd 14 words and names relating to 
Countryfi le. The trail passes through each and every letter once, 
and may twist up, down or sideways, but never diagonally.

A T T B A A R A N I O
M E R E K T I N A N U
E I C A L E N D V E T
L L N O T G R A A R D
M A S I R N W J O C O
H D R T A I A L H N O
E A U I D K L A N S R
N S R A L C U L O E N
S E I T A I U T I G V
O I V C G R R E R E I
N T I A T N E M N O R

T N E R B D I V A D

U T H E O F F I C E

K V X T H U C P M S

S P I I N E O S L E

G B H R U D M I N B

S H L W C R E A E O

S G O A M R D F F L

T L S S O I I N E G

A T A T T L A A P N

N S C M R T N O R E

D A I E I D O E L D

U H T U A N E W N L

P F S E O C A R N O

A S A R T X E L E G

D I R E C T O R F K

WORDSEARCH
The words, phrases and names listed 
below all relate to Ricky Gervais, but 
which one isn’t in the grid?

ACTOR
AFTER LIFE
COMEDIAN
DAVID BRENT
DEREK
DIRECTOR
EXTRAS
FAME

FLANIMALS
GHOST TOWN
GOLDEN GLOBES
PODCAST
READING
STAND-UP
THE OFFICE
WRITER

We’ve got all your favourite brain teasers

MINDBENDER

Answer tomorrow.

BRILLIANT: 39. EXCELLENT: 32. 
GOOD: 24. GREAT SCORE FOR 

KIDS: 19.
YESTERDAY: Accent, accept, 

acetic, acne, acting, agent, ante, 
antic, aping, cage, cane, cant, cape, 
eating, enact, gain, gait, gape, gate, 
giant, gnat, inapt, nape, neap, neat, 

pace, pacing, pact, page, pain, paint, 
pane, pang, panic, pant, pate, paten, 
peat, pecan, pica, tang, tape, taping, 

ACCEPTING.

Blood, Cardinal, See
Hedge, House, Jack

Each of the fi rst set of words can be followed by the 
same word. Each of the second set of words can be 
followed by the same word. What 2018 fi lm title is spelt 
out by these two words? 

Check today’s answers before midnight by calling 1560 932 227 for Across and 1560 932 228 for Down. 
Calls cost €1.28 per minute from landlines.

Answers tomorrow.

Purchase the latest Sun Puzzle Books, including crosswords, wordsearches & sudoku, for as little 
as €5.69 from the HarperCollins website harpercollins.co.uk or phone 0044 141 306 3100

aturdayYOUR WEEKEND STARTS HERE
lGrapevine l Stars 
l 3 pages of puzzles l Travel aturdayaturdayaturdaySthe lwww.thesun.ie
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We’ve got all your favourite brain teasers

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22

23 24

Coffee timeTwo sets of clues but the answers are the same

Check today’s answers before midnight by calling 1560 932 221 for Across and 
1560 932 222 for Down. Calls cost €1.28 a minute from landlines.€1.28 a minute from landlines.€

TW
O-

SP
EE

D 
CR

OS
SW

OR
D Cryptic clues

DOWN
Cryptic clues

DOWN
Cryptic clues

 2 Such a person has much to lose (5)
 3 Pathetic tie-up so badly arranged (7)
 4 Unbeatable service from expert (3)
 5 One employed to serve purpose in 

trade (9)
 6 This from bulb lit up amazingly (5)
 7 Good chap in love with tasty bird (7)
 11 Praiseworthy naval of� cer, English, 

penning book (9)
 14 Maybe Gatwick Express connects to 

harbour (7)
 16 Clouds in strange blue area in 

northeast (7)
 18 Wartime prisoner meeting monarch 

might (5)
 20 Reportedly foul resting-place? (5)
 22 U-boat turned up as transport (3)

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

ACROSS
 1 Gambol (4)
 4 Aspiration (8)
 8 Insect (6)
 9 Be empathetic (6)
 10 Trigger (8)
 12 Agony (4)
 13 Aromatic ointment (6)
 15 Light rowing boat (6)
 17 Rugby forward (4)
 19 Unique individual (4,4)
 21 Spider’s matrix (6)
 22 Election document (6)
 23 As overcast nights (8)
 24 Consumes (4)

DOWN
 2 Grossly overweight (5)
 3 Heart-rending (7)
 4 Tennis winner (3)
 5 Pub worker (9)
 6 Dutch bloom (5)
 7 Large � ightless creature (7)
 11 Deserving respect (9)
 14 Transport hub (7)
 16 Bright galactic patches (7)
 18 Strength (5)
 20 Perch (5)
 22 Public vehicle (3)

ACROSS
 1 Romeo meets old politician in play (4)
 4 Strange moan drowns fragment I 

dream (8)
 8 Crawler busy worker let out (6)
 9 Tell back-story in Bible class (6)
 10 Set off from school in time (8)
 12 French bread causing anguish (4)
 13 Ointment makes mark on light 

wood (6)
 15 Drab setting for hospital vessel (6)
 17 Set piece player involved in scrum (4)
 19 Unusual person breaks barrier with 

Germany (4,4)
 21 Poor BBC owe Natural Network (6)
 22 British to grant vote (6)
 23 Black ships initially without crew? (8)
 24 Takes in tea brewed by son (4)

WORD WORKOUT

Call 1515 303 319 for an extra clue.
Calls cost €1.02 plus your telephone €1.02 plus your telephone €
company’s network access charge

Crossword
1 21 21 21 21 21 2 3 43 43 43 43 43 4 5

6 76 76 76 76 76 76 76 7

8

9 19 19 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 11

12 13 14 15

16

17 18 19

20

21 22 23 24

25

26 27 28

29 30

31

Complete the clues below and rearrange the letters in the 
shaded squares to spell out the name of a TV gardener (4,5).

ACROSS
1 Two ___ To Live, TV series starring 

Maisie Williams (5)
6 Miss ___, Dallas matriarch (5)
7 ___ Baddiel, comedian (5)
9 Crew member of the USS 

Enterprise known for beaming 
people up (6)

 11 Clark ___, alias of Superman (4)
 12 1980 Richard Chamberlain � lm set 

in Japan (6)
 15 Amanda ___, The Good Karma 

Hospital actress (6)
17 ___ Gumede, actress (7)
18 TV series with the characters 

Chandler and Rachel (7)
21 ___ Nielsen, The Naked Gun 

actor (6)
23 1995 � lm starring Robert de Niro 

and Sharon Stone (6)
26 ___ Blanchett, star of the TV series 

Mrs America (4)
27 ___ Whitaker, US actor (6)
29 When Harry Met ___, Meg Ryan 

� lm (5)
30 She ___ You, Beatles song (5)
31 ___ Calman, comedienne and 

panellist (5)

DOWN
1 Raised By ___, sitcom about the 

Garry family (6)
2 Sailing On The Seven ___, 1991 

OMD hit (4)
3 ___ Of You, Boyzone song (7)
4 2019 legal drama � lm starring 

Mark Ruffalo (4,6)
5 ___ Sugden, Elizabeth 

Estensen’s Emmerdale 
character (5)

8 ___ Blue, US police series 
(inits)(4)

10 Tom ___, Shirley Valentine 
actor (5)

13 ___ My Song, 1991 � lm starring 
Adrian Dunbar (4)

14 Rear Window actress (5,5)
16 Anthony Hopkins’ character in 

the Thor � lms (4)
19 Wacky ___, children’s cartoon (5)
20 James ___, main character in All 

Creatures Great And Small (7)
22 My ___ Foot, 1989 � lm (4)
24 The ___ Line, drama series 

about a shipping company (6)
25 ___ Jessica Parker, actress (5)
28 First name of Strictly Come 

Dancing co-host Ms Daly (4)

SUGURU®

Each cell in an outlined 
block must contain a 
digit: a two-cell block 
contains the digits 
1 and 2, a three-cell 
block contains the 
digits 1, 2 and 3; and 
so on. The same digit 
must not appear in 
neighbouring cells, 
not even diagonally. 

2

3

BRICKWORK
Answer each clue so that every word contains the 
same letters as the previous word, plus or minus one.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

With the help of the Across clues only, can you fi t the pieces into their correct positions 
in the grid? See next page for solution.PIECEWORD

ACROSS
 1 Deliver a sermon • 

Tactless
 3 Pushbike • Swiss 

cereal
 5 Follow a vehicle 

closely
 6 Protected area • 

Act as a prompt
 7 Male sheep • 

Baronet’s title
 8 Calamity
 10 Plod wearily • Put 

off
 12 Storehouse • 

Sandy, gravelly

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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E
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E

P R E
A X
C Y C
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R

M U E

T E R
E A
T T Y
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D G E
H
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D E P

R
F O R

U

R
L I P
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T U N
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UNSCRAMBLEINITIALS

 1  1 Floor 
covering

 2  2 Illness
 3  3 Cloak
 4  4 Iron or copper
 5  5 Sports side
 6  6 Rug
 7  7 Docile
 8  8 Kettle vapour
 9  9 London’s river
 10  10 Villages
 11  11 Rising warm air

Ten letters 
have been 
given a 
number 
from 1 to 
10. Break 
the code to 
complete 
the 
crossword.

MINI CODE
A
C
E
I
K
N
O
R
S
T

1

2

3

4

5

6
I

7
R

8

9

10

4 6
I

1 2

2 7 8 9

9 6 8 7
R

8

9 10 9 5

4 2 1 3
THIS is the world’s best 
brainteaser, The Sun’s 
clueless crossword. 
Here is how to play: Each grid 
number in our Word Workout 
game represents a letter.
So if you think 4 is the letter Y, 
write Y in all the squares with a 
4. All the alphabet is used and 
we have supplied some letters 
to start you off. We will print the 
answers tomorrow.

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTIONS 
ACROSS: Posy, Acid, Pub, 

Loaf, Void, Statement, 
Bedjacket, Orgy, Wane, Vet, 

Mute, Zest. DOWN: Pall, Shaft, 
Quote, Crown, Dude, Sub, Aid, 
Elk, Tat, Eight, Annex, Erase, 

Worm, Belt.

SUNRISER

BRAINBOXER
Four friends who were 
competing in a sponsored 
run had a race between 
themselves. At halfway 
Andy was ahead of Beth 
and Daisy was ahead 
of Connor. Both women 
fi nished higher than they 
were at halfway and the 
leader at halfway fi nished 
second. Find the orders at 
halfway and the end. 

Answer tomorrow.

ACROSS:   8 Stamina, 9 Taste, 10 A-part, 11 En route, 12 A-c-id-house, 14 Get, 16 Ely, 
17 Green-la-n-d, 19 Lore-le-i, 21 Study, 22 S-po-o-f, 23 Maestr-o.   DOWN:   1 Escap-a-d-e, 
2 Cap-a-city, 3 Dirt, 4 Gate-a-u, 5 S-t-urgeon, 6 Esau, 7 Here, 13 High life, 
14 G-rad-u-ate, 15 Teddy-boy, 18 Enigma, 19 L-ash, 20 R-i-ot, 21 Stew. 

1. WH
2. C
3. TFS
4. B
5. H
6. BOB

If HAB is Hearts And Bones, what 
are these other Damian Lewis TV 
series?

1. WH
2. C
3. TFS
4. B
5. H
6. BOB

series?

DAMIAN 
LEWIS  

Unscramble these anagrams to spell out 
the titles of six Tom Cruise fi lms.

1. ALL SKY VAIN
2. LATER LOCAL
3. BY SURE SISKINS
4. FORAGE SOCK
5. VILER KAY
6. BOIL VINO 

Place these words in the horizontal rows so that the 
letters in the shaded diagonal spell out the name of 
another word connected with The Singapore Grip.

BROTHER

HOUSE

MR WEBB

PERIOD

SISTER

WALTER

WEALTH

TH
E 

N
AM

E 
G

AM
E EACH clue leads to a well-known name. Put the initials or stated 

letters in the appropriate squares to identify a comedian:

1 2 3 4 5 6

     Yesterday: Actress HELEN WORTH (Heidi (Klum), Marlon (Brando), 
Tyson (Fury), (Herbert) Hoover, Evelyn Waugh). Another Name Game 
in The Sun tomorrow.
     If you can’t wait until tomorrow for answers, call 1515 303 320. 
Calls cost €1.02 plus your telephone company’s network access charge.
     If you can’t wait until tomorrow for answers, call 1515 303 320.      If you can’t wait until tomorrow for answers, call 1515 303 320.      If you can’t wait until tomorrow for answers, call 1515 303 320. 

     

7

9

7 & 6

2 & 4

8 & 1

5 & 3 

Stage name of singer/songwriter Elliot Gleave

Host of Would I Lie To You? (� rst two letters of � rst name)

Author of Out Of Africa, portrayed by Meryl Streep in the 
� lm (second and fourth letters of surname)

He was the � rst man on the moon 

Star of the � lm Ben-Hur (� rst two letters of surname)

8 9

THIS is the world’s best 
brainteaser, The Sun’s 
clueless crossword.
 Here is how to play: 
Each grid number in our 
Word Workout game 
represents a letter.
So if you think 4 is the 

letter A, write A in all the 
squares with a 4.
 All the alphabet is used 
and we have supplied 
some letters to start you
off. We will print the 
answers tomorrow.

YESTERDAY

V G
U

7 23 26 1 5

14 9 4 24 18 3 9 20 2 1

9 15 21 11 16

17 3 2 13 12 16 17 17 22 9

9 19 6

2 23 6 3 15 22 15 10 21 23 6

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

25 2 3

4 16 3 21 5 18 15 16 12 24

2 11 21 13 2

26 3 2 6 11 2 6 21 8 9

9 15 10 24 9

ACROSS: Posy, Acid, 
Pub, Loaf, Void, 
Statement, Bedjacket,
Orgy, Wane, Vet, Mute,
Zest. DOWN: Pall, Shaft,
Quote, Crown, Dude, Sub,
Aid, Elk, Tat, Eight, Annex,
Erase, Worm, Belt.

aturdayth
e PUZZLESaturdayth
e aturdayS

Your favourite brainteasers
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PREACHCRASS
AXLRIH
CYCLEMUESLI
TIRELM

SLIPSTREAM
LEECUEE
IRAMSIR
MISFORTUNE
ILURXT
TRUDGEDETER
ERHEEA
DEPOTGRITTY

Sunriser
Brother, Mr Webb, 
Sister, Walter, Period, 
House, Wealth 
spelling British.

Brickwork

Mini Code

Pieceword

Suguru
12121
34343
21215
34343
21212

NICE
ERAT
TIARA
TOTS

NECK
Solutions

ARROWORD

KRISS KROSS
3 letters
AMP
BUD
EAT
EBB
ITS

4 letters
HERS
MOPE

5 letters
ARSON
BLESS
EMBED
LASSO
LOCUM
STAND
STORM
UVULA

6 letters
BEDECK
HYPHEN

7 letters
BRUTISH
CHAPATI
DUBIOUS
RICOTTA

9 letters
CARAMBOLA
CREDULITY

Fit the words into the grid below.

Unscramble
1. Vanilla Sky
2. Collateral
3. Risky Business
4. Rock Of Ages
5. Valkyrie
6. Oblivion

ATTBAARANIO
MEREKTINANU
EICALENDVET
LLNOTGRAARD
MASIRNWJOCO
HDRTAIALHNO
EAUIDKLANSR
NSRALCULOEN
SEITAIUTIGV
OIVCGRREREI
NTIATNEMNOR

Pathfinder

Kriss Kross

Sujiko             
PAGE 2
Top line 325
Middle 684
Bottom 179

Using only the numbers 1-4, fill the 
empty spaces so every row, column 
and smaller 2x2 grid contains the 
numbers 1 to 4.

Minidoku 4 3

1 2
3 1

2 3

1 2
2 4

4123
3241
1432
2314

4123
3214
1432
2341

Minidoku

3 pages of puzzles

Last Saturday’s Answers

Wordsearch
EXPERT

Arroword
NINA SOSANYA

Crossword PHIL TUFNELL
T OT OT O Y AY AY A H AH AH A M OM OM O
R ER ER ER E M IM IM I L YL YL Y G I GG I GG I GG I G L IL IL I
O AO AO AO A L AL AL A S LS LS L
L DL DL DL D I E S EE S EE S EE S E L EL EL E D ID ID I E
L DL DL DL D O EO EO E R ER ER E
S H ES H ES H ES H E E NE NE N A P A XP A XP A XP A X M AM AM A N

E UE UE U H PH PH P B PB PB P
W A R RA R RA R RA R R I OI OI O R CR CR C I LI LI L L IL IL I A NA NA N

T YT YT Y M DM DM D E PE PE P
A TA TA T O MO MO M I CI CI C R A S CA S CA S CA S C A LA LA L

F HF HF H O CO CO C I UI UI UI U
H AH AH A M MM MM M S PS PS P L A S HA S HA S HA S H M

T IT IT I S US US U U LU LU LU L
M A T CA T CA T CA T C H C R AC R AC R AC R A I GI GI G E

L SL SL S E HE HE H O LO LO L B YB YB Y

TV Mag Solutions
6 3 4 1 2 5
1 5 2 4 6 3
4 2 6 3 5 1
3 1 5 6 4 2
2 6 3 5 1 4
5 4 1 2 3 6

Letter Box

Futoshiki

Suko

Set Square

Sudoku Word Ladder
D I AD I AD I AD I A L
I DI DI D L YL YL Y
R O AR O AR O AR O A R
E L SE L SE L SE L S E

7 × 5 + 4
× + ×
3 + 9 ÷ 1
+ × −
8 + 6 × 2

5 1 ＜＜ 4 3＜ 2

2 3 5＞ 4＞ 1

4 5 2＞ 1 3＜

3 4 1 2 5

1 ＜ 2 ＜ 3 5 4

Mini Anagram

Initials 
1. Wolf Hall
2. Colditz
3. The Forsyte Saga
4. Billions
5. Homeland
6. Band Of Brothers

1 Laminate 2 Ailment 
3 Mantle 4 Metal 
5 Team 6 Mat 7 Tame 
8 Steam 9 Thames 
10 Hamlets 11 Thermals

ACROSS: 1 Pest, 
4 Eclat, 5 Dyed. 
DOWN: 1 Peek, 
2 Splay, 3 Stud.

536
182
749

Ireland’s
currency unit

Officially
ban

Popular VW
model

Dinner
jacket

Colour
(hair) Carnival

Go to
sleep (3,3)

Sample,
taste Animal skin Pull along

Citrus
hybrid

Drop of
liquid Feel poorly Lukewarm

First
batsman Be wrong

Opponent Trusty,
faithful

Sporting
venue

First name of
the pictured

actress
Fluffy Small label

Swiss lake Banter Bit missing UK firm’s
status (abbr)

Hair
solution

Leave
and start
a journey

Disobedient

Shin
protector

Complete the puzzle and rearrange the letters in 
the shaded squares to spell out the name of a 
singer (5,4)

JADA 
PINKETT-

SMITH

DAYS, lays, 
lags, legs, 
lees, leek, 
WEEK

Add It Up
225

Scribble 
pad

Scribble pad

MER-LOTS OF 
CORKER READS
IT’S become something
of a tradition that in late
October we look at the
best of the wine
books released
in the past 12
months.

Here I have picked
out five — including
one hardy annual —
that have brought
enjoyment and fur-
thered my continuing
wine education.

With lockdowns, res-
taurants closed and the
chance to imbibe with
friends greatly dimin-
ished, a good read is
important now for relaxation and
our mental health.

INSIDE BORDEAUX
Berry Bros & Rudd Press, €70

First up is Jane Anson’s
look at wine in Bordeaux
— by far the most
approachable book on the
world’s most famous wine
region, profiling in great
detail more than 600
chateaux across 65
appellations.

Anson is one of the
world’s most informed
and accomplished experts
on the wines of
Bordeaux.

Here she provides real
insight into the people,
techniques and philoso-
phies that shape the
wines across 480 pages.

Anson draws on recent, ground-
breaking research by experts at
the University of Bor-
deaux to profile the
terroir of chateaux and
appellations.

Speaking at the
book’s launch, she said:
“I wanted to move away
from the usual chateau/
classification/appellation 
approach, and explore
instead Bordeaux as it
stands today, giving a
fresh exploration of what
is changing in a region
that continues to fasci-
nate wine lovers the
world over.”

The hefty tome con-
tains 58 new maps, which
Anson uses to explain
what Bordeaux’s phenom-
ena mean for the wine in the 
glass and for different vintages.

They are beautiful as well as
useful, unfolding so that
readers can see, side-by-
side, the landscape, the
chateaux — and the ter-
roir that lies beneath
them. It’s my wine book
of the year.

HUGH JOHNSON’S 
POCKET WINE GUIDE

Octopus Books, €18.20
Now in its 44th consecu-
tive year, this is the
most popular, and the
best-selling, wine guide
in the world.

Johnson, now 81, is
one of the most knowl-
edgeable, and most
respected, wine com-
mentators for the past
five decades.

Easy to follow, this is an essen-
tial and up-to-the-minute reference
book for everyone who buys wine

— in shops, restaurants, or on the
internet.

The handy pocket guide contains
clear, succinct facts and commen-
tary on the wines,

growers and wine
regions of the world
and includes a
colour supplement
on terroir.

THE GOODE
GUIDE TO WINE
University of California

Press, €14
An unsung hero of
the wine world,
Jamie Goode has
written The Science
of Wine, Flawless
and Authentic
Wine, among
others before his
latest offering.

The nicest wine nerd you will
ever meet, Goode’s latest offering,

subtitled ‘A Manifesto
of Sorts’ is his philos-
ophy on his favourite
subject.

He has travelled the
world, dipping in and
out of vineyards to
better understand the
diverse and compli-
cated world of wine.

In a series of short,
pithy, and often rather
blunt chapters, he cel-
ebrates what is excit-
ing and interesting
about wine, asks how
we could do things
better, and points out
some of the absurdities
of wine culture.

A very entertaining
read.

             WHICH WINE WHEN 
            Ebury Press, €14

Bert Blaise and
Claire Trickett’s new
book is a down-to-
earth approach to
wine pairing with
everyday meals.

From takeaways
and snacks to
Sunday lunches,
cheese and desserts,
their wine matches
are fun, affordable,
and straight off the
shelf at supermar-
kets or off-licence.

The authors also
supply the neces-
sary words that
will empower you
to confidently ask

for the type of wine
you are looking for.

      GOLD IN THE VINEYARDS 
Catapulta, €13

And finally, there
is Laura Catena’s
latest.

This is a most
interesting and
novel approach in
recording the
history of 12 of the
world’s greatest
and prestigious
vineyards.

It includes such
esteemed vineyards
as Solaia, Chateau
d’Yquem, Romanee
Conti, Vi a Tondonia
and Hill of Grace.

Catena highlights
the stories of love,
family, betrayal, and

war at the origin of the
vineyards, with detailed maps,
infographics and stylish illustra-
tions. It’s a great read.

wine pairing with

will empower you

for the type of wine

Jamie Goode has
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aturdayaturdayaturdaySthe TRAVEL
THE BOUTIQUE SEASIDE B&B THAT WAS CROWNED BEST IN THE WORLD 

SO much for Fawlty
Towers — Torquay is
now home to the world’s
best B&B.
Famous for John Cleese’s sitcom

about a failing hotel, the seaside town
in Devon, UK, now hosts a family-
run boutique bolthole that would
blow Basil Fawlty’s mind.

Crowned Best B&B In The World
by TripAdvisor for the second year
running, The 25 boasts a perfect run
of 764 five-star reviews on the site
and is as far from Fawlty Towers
farce as a B&B can get.

We checked in to check it out . . . 
WHAT’S IT LIKE? Run by Andy and
Julian Banner-Price, The 25 is one of
at least a dozen Victorian B&Bs along
Avenue Road, leading to Torre Abbey
Sands beach.

Set away from the pavement, with
parking for guests out front, the
three-storey house has a luxury vibe
from the moment you arrive, starting
with a welcome drink and a slice of
home-made cake in the drawing

room. Decorated in a Victorian style
that Andy explains is a nod to the
couple’s first hotel venture — a coun-
try house in Wales — it is a place to
relax in the evening or meet other
guests. Covid security is taken seri-
ously, with guests asked to mask up
in corridors and have a temperature
check at check-in. 
ROOMS ANY GOOD? Immaculate.
They are finished with painstaking
attention to detail, which extends to
the perfectly symmetrical tiling
around the bathroom sink.

Impulse buy
Before opening in March 2015,

Andy and Julian modernised the
electrics, plumbing and internet, so
plug sockets are in the right places,
the showers are high-pressure and
the wifi is blazing fast.

There’s a Nespresso machine, free
mini-bar, mood lighting, hairdryer
and straighteners, a dressing table,
seating area, Elemis smellies, a
no-mist heated bathroom mirror —
and homemade cakes delivered daily.

SIX in ten of us want to travel
abroad next year. But the
pandemic has altered our
focus, as we plan to avoid
the crowds by heading to
quieter destinations.

Research by Aer Lingus
also shows that four in ten of
us are in favour of one sub-
stantial trip rather than sev-
eral smaller ones.

And while 72 per cent were
satisfied with staycations
this year, 57 per cent missed
guaranteed sunshine
abroad. If you’re booking a
trip, check out Aer Lingus’
2021 Book with Confidence
policy at aerlingus.com.

HOLIDAYERS 
TAKE A HIKE
FOR something a little differ-
ent next summer, how about
a walking holiday in Hun-
gary’s Balaton Uplands? 

TD Active Holidays has a
seven-night deal from
€1,279pp including flights, 4*
half-board hotel accommo-
dation and excursions with a
local guide. 

It includes five days of hik-
ing in Tihany Peninsula,
Keszthely Hills and the
Bakony Mountains, averaging
10km a day. There’s also a
stop in the thermal Lake
Balaton, and a visit to the
Botanical Gardens of Zirc.
See tdactiveholidays.com.

A CRYSTAL 
CLEAR PICK

IF you’re considering a ski
holiday next year, you’ll
appreciate Crystal Ski Holi-
days’ new Covid-19 cover. 

Used alongside normal
travel insurance, it’s avail-
able for all customers on
Crystal Ski holidays
between December 12 and
April 18 and applies to new
and existing bookings.

It includes overseas Cov-
id-19 testing and medical
assistance, 24/7 emergency
hotline, and costs associ-
ated with an extended stay
and a new flight home if cus-
tomers are asked to self-iso-
late. See crystalski.ie.

GO ON LAKE 
ESKE-APE 

ASSUMING we’re out of Level
5 by Christmas, you might like
to take the opportunity for a
luxury break. 

Donegal’s 5* Lough Eske
Castle fits the bill, with a four-
night festive package for the
price of three. 

Arrive on December 23 for
a stay that includes breakfast
each morning, mulled wine
reception, three-course
meals and of course Christ-
mas Day lunch served in the
castle ballroom and supper in
the gallery bar. The package
starts from €889 per person.
See full details at lougheske-
castlehotel.com.

IT’S A HARD 
BARGAIN

FOR those who’d like to
soak up the city at Christ-
mas, Dublin’s Hard Rock
Hotel is offering a two-night
festive package for €499pp.

It includes a Peruvian
cocktail and home-made
chocolate churros on
arrival, Christmas lunch or
dinner in Zampas Bar &
Restaurant and breakfast
each morning. 

All guests get a persona-
lised playlist for their room,
and if you really want to
splash out, upgrade to the
Rock Star Suite from
€1,199pp. See hardrockho-
tels.com/Dublin.

DEALS
ITCHING FOR
A GETAWAY

SO much for 
Towers — Torquay is
now home to the world’s
best B&B.
Famous for John Cleese’s sitcom

about a failing hotel, the seaside town
in Devon, UK, now hosts a family-
run boutique bolthole that would
blow Basil Fawlty’s mind.

Crowned Best B&B In The World
by TripAdvisor for the second year
running, The 25 boasts a perfect 
of 764 five-star reviews on the site
and is 
farce as a B&B can get.

We checked in to check it out . . . 
WHAT’S IT LIKE? 
Julian Banner-Price, The 25 is one of
at least a dozen Victorian B&Bs along
Avenue Road, leading to Torre Abbey
Sands beach.

Set away from the pavement, with
parking for guests out front, the
three-storey house has a luxury vibe
from the moment you arrive, 
with a welcome drink 
home-made 

BASIL DAZZLE
 . . . top hosts Andy, 

left, and Julian.

GRAND . . .   
The 25
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Air travel 
greenlit 

by the EU

www.thesun.ie l

THE BOUTIQUE SEASIDE B&B THAT WAS CROWNED BEST IN THE WORLD 

Andy says
his “funky”
boutique decor
— think glitter
wallpaper and dia-
manté upholstered headboards —
started with an impulse buy of a
zebra head for the Torre Suite bed-
room, which pushed him off course
from plans to match the drawing
room’s traditional look. 

You do not have to want your own
lounge wallpapered with a giant
orange flower, as in the
Oddicombe Room, to enjoy Andy’s
flashy style for a weekend. 

The interiors extend to custom-
painted mannequins, including the
Shoalstone Suite’s very own Andrew
Sachs tribute — Manuel The Man
Lamp, a headless dummy that acts as
a floor lamp. Julian, a former IT
manager and all-round tech whizz,
ensured the internet zings and
decked out rooms like an Apple
Store — with iPads, Netflix, mood
lighting, TV in the shower, and
Alexa voice
commands.

EAT HERE OR GRAB A PIZZA?
Breakfast was flawless, with a
buffet (now a-la-carte due to Covid)
of home-made yoghurt, smoothies,
fruit bowls and a pastry selection.
They offer a great fry-up, and you
can also get kippers, scrambled egg
and smoked salmon, or a sausage or

bacon muffin. My
wife adored the cheese-

loaded “Banner-Price beans on toast”
while the hollandaise sauce on my
eggs Benedict was perfect.

Trendy Wesup Torquay, over-look-
ing the harbour, is perfect for a cof-
fee or light lunch, while we ate
Brixham scallops and St Austell Bay
mussels at On The Rocks
restaurant and bar.

WHAT ELSE? The B&B is a short
stroll from Torre Abbey, the beach
and lively harbour beyond.
SO YOU’D GO BACK: Visit The 25
and you won’t have a bad stay. The
food will be flawless, rooms
spotless and service efficient. Best of
all, you will leave The World’s Best
B&B feeling just a bit spoilt.
WHAT’S THE DAMAGE? One night’s
B&B is from £64.50pp (€71.50) based
on two sharing. Open Friday and
Saturday nights until end of Novem-
ber. Re-opening on January 29.
Book direct at the25.uk to enjoy free
mini-bar.

JACOB LEWIS

WILD THING 
. . . zebra 
head in 

Torre Suite 

BLOOMING NICE  . . . orange colour Oddicombe 
Room 

which pushed him off course
from plans to match the drawing

You do not have to want your own
lounge wallpapered with a giant
orange flower, as in the
Oddicombe Room, to enjoy Andy’s

The interiors extend to custom-
painted mannequins, including the
Shoalstone Suite’s very own Andrew
Sachs tribute — Manuel The Man
Lamp, a headless dummy that acts as

former IT
manager and all-round tech whizz,
ensured the internet zings and
decked out rooms like an Apple

, mood
lighting, TV in the shower, and

They offer a great fry-up, and you
can also get kippers, scrambled egg
and smoked salmon, or a sausage or

WHAT ELSE? 
stroll from Torre Abbey, the beach
and lively harbour beyond.
SO YOU’D GO BACK: 
and you won’t have a bad stay. The
food will be flawless, rooms
spotless and service efficient. Best of
all, you will leave The World’s Best
B&B feeling just a bit spoilt.
WHAT’S THE DAMAGE?
B&B is from £64.50pp (€71.50) based
on two sharing. Open Friday and
Saturday nights until end of Novem-
ber. Re-opening on January 29.
Book direct at the25.uk to enjoy free
mini-bar.FULLY LOADED . . .

great fry-up on offer

ITCHING to take to the skies again? You could
soon be in luck, as Ireland will adopt the
European Union’s traffic light system for interna-
tional travel on November 8.

After months of confusion and an ever-changing Green
List, the new European-wide system should offer clarity
for people travelling abroad for business or pleasure.

It means that globe-trotters can finally take advantage of all
those tantalising airline sales, with a degree of assurance about
the requirements for quarantining. However, as with every system,
it has its flaws and it remains to be seen whether there will be
full alignment between all
member countries.

So, before you click on that
great flight fare, here’s all you
need to know.

WHAT IS THE EU
TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM?

Spearheaded by the European
Commission, it’s a plan devised
to promote a common Europe-
wide approach to restrictions,
ensuring the safety of public
health while allowing people to
travel around the continent.

The EU’s 27 member states
have all signed up.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
Every week, the European
Centre for Disease Prevention
and Control will publish a map
using a colour-coded system to
indicate the level of risk in
each area.

Countries will be rated green,
orange or red depending on
their incidence rate and testing
positivity rate.

Each state can decide for
itself whether to impose restric-
tions on passengers coming
from red and orange countries,
while those coming from green
countries will not be subject to
any testing or movement
restrictions. 

ISN’T THIS JUST AN
EXTENSION OF THE

GREEN LIST?
In a sense, yes. Our Green List
was emptied at the start of the
second wave of the pandemic
as there were no countries with
a suitably low incidence rate of
lower than 25 per 100,000.

Given that our current inci-
dence rate stands at 292.05,
classing us as a red zone, out-
bound passengers will be sub-
ject to testing procedures
before and after entering any
other country.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR 
INCOMING TOURISM?

From next Sunday, travellers
from orange regions can avoid
quarantine here if they can
produce evidence of a negative
test in the previous 72 hours. 

Those coming from red coun-
tries will have to quarantine for
14 days. Passengers from green
regions won’t face any restric-

tions — other than abiding by
our Level 5 lockdown.

IS TESTING SET UP FOR
OUTBOUND FLIGHTS?

No. So far, there hasn’t been
any agreement as to the best
type of test to use or who
should pay for it. 

For example, rapid-antigen
tests are cheap and produce
results quickly, so they would
be ideal for testing in airports
— but they aren’t as reliable as
the more expensive PCR swab
testing which is considered the
gold standard.

Irish airports already have
test providers lined up, but
they will have to get agreement
from the Government and
health experts on a defined
testing procedure.

SO AT THE MOMENT WE 
CAN’T TRAVEL ABROAD

WITHOUT A QUARANTINE?
It depends on the requirements
of the country you’re travelling
to, but you could pay privately
for a test within 72 hours of
your planned departure and
hope for the best.

WHAT ABOUT TRAVELLING 
HOME FOR CHRISTMAS?

It’s a tough one for those living
abroad, given that we’re cur-
rently in Level 5 restrictions
and we’re in a race against
time to get our incidence rate
down. If they’re travelling from
a green country, they’re in luck.

And if Ireland and other
countries manage to get their
testing systems in order in the
next few weeks, expats living
in orange and even red coun-
tries might get to have an Irish
Christmas. 

But as it stands, anyone con-
sidering making the trip must
be prepared for the prospect of
a 14-day quarantine.

IS IT SAFE TO
BOOK A FLIGHT?

Yes, if you choose a green des-
tination and are happy to abide
by testing rules. 

And as always, make sure
your travel insurance covers
Covid-related issues.

By AOIFE FINNERAN
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A rare second appearance transforms the full moon into a 
power-packed one. You discover passion isn’t just in the air, 
it’s everywhere. The Halloween factor suggests a spooky 
movie can draw partners closer. If you’re single, your new love 
interest has a job that takes both courage and kindness. 

Your imagination is set to max and Mars helps your confidence. 
So you can get the whole family, even the most sensible ones, 
interested in Halloween costumes. It can be an important day 
for love when you get the chance to have a proper chat with 
someone you have been admiring from a safe distance.

Mercury, the brainiest of the planets, gives you ideas to make 
some extra money. A friend who is good at selling can be the 
key. The full moon could bring exciting news that links your 
family with a football squad. A house full of history is your luck 
location and also helps you solve a personal puzzle.

The full moon gives you the skill to help people get on with 
each other. Any event that you get involved with planning can 
be a genuine success. As for love, it’s someone who has an 
irresistible smile and almost too much talent who could be The 
One. This is too good to rush into, so be sure to take it slowly.

You may not see yourself as the studious type but when a 
place on a learning course opens up you know it’s meant to be. 
The Jupiter/Saturn connection suggests you may expect more 
from a partner. But it’s wise to show you have more to give. 
Single? A former workmate could make an amazing date.

A talent you share with friends is ready to be put to the test and 
you are the one to take charge. If you’re single, the blue moon 
brings someone into your life who looks like an ex-partner but 
is smarter, richer and more loving. The initial ‘K’ is your luck-
maker, especially if you’re looking for a new way of working.

You are the zodiac love expert and can do some excellent 
match-making, even for yourself. You recognise contenders 
and those who just talk a good game. But the chat and charm 
of a Gemini is sincere and both love and a shared ambition will 
make you a strong, successful and very happy couple.

The mind planet, Mercury, is in your secret strength sector so 
you think faster and more wisely. This helps you stay a step 
ahead in all kinds of negotiation, both at work and in your 
private life. Even if you plan on staying single, a smile from a 
newcomer with the sexiest accent can lead to a hot date.

Sometimes you have to let the doubts go to discover how good 
a relationship can be, or can be again. If you’re single, only 
take things further with a Taurus if you’re ready for a deep kind 
of commitment. Meanwhile, Pluto acts like a psychic detective, 
helping you pinpoint a legacy that’s waiting to be claimed. 

As it gets as close as it can to the sun, the moon appears 
bigger and more powerful and qualifies as a supermoon. Love 
can go from mild to wild as partners notice each other. Single? 
You may not believe in love at first sight, until it occurs to you 
tonight. A new member of the family is talented and kind.

Venus activates the zone of your chart linked to faraway places 
and faces. So even if you can’t see each other for a while, you 
can stay close at heart. If you’re single, Mars gives you the 
confidence to meet a racy Aries. You can, perhaps to your 
surprise, get the family to listen to your clever new cash plans.

Yes, there is a perfect match for you and Venus is on a mission 
to get you together. It can start with smiles in a cash queue. If 
you’re in love, you can switch from partners to soulmates who 
share every thought and feeling. A choice appears between 
extra cash, now, and extra study for a fascinating career. 

TODAY’S SPORT
GAA: Munster SFC: Quarter-final -
Waterford v Limerick (Dungarvan, 7.0,
GAAGO). Ulster SFC: Preliminary rd -
Monaghan v Cavan (Clones, 1.15, Sky). Lein-
ster SHC: Semi-finals - Kilkenny v
Dublin (Croke Park, 3.45, GAAGO), Galway v
Wexford (Croke Park, 6.15, RTÉ). Munster
SHC: Semi-final - Cork v Waterford (Sem-
ple Stadium, 3.30, Sky). Joe McDonagh
Cup: Rd 2 - Westmeath v Kerry (TEG Cusack
Park, 1.30), Carlow v Antrim (Netwatch Cullen
Park, 3.0). Christy Ring Cup: Rd 2A -
Down v Derry (Ballycran, 1.30). Nicky
Rackard Cup: Rd 2A - Donegal v
Armagh (Letterkenny, 1.30), Tyrone v Mayo
(Healy Park, 2.0).
FOOTBALL: FAI Cup: Quarter-final -
Athlone Town v Cork City (Athlone Town Sta-
dium, 3.0, WatchLOI). SSE Airtricity
League First Division play-off
semi-finals - Bray Wanderers v Galway
United (Carlisle Grounds, 3.0), UCD v Longford
Town (The UCD Bowl, 3.0). Women’s Nat-
ional League - Wexford Youths v Galway
(Ferrycarrig Park, 4.0). Group 1 - Shelb-
ourne v Cork City (Tolka Park, 2.0). Group 2
- Bohemians v Treaty United (Oscar Traynor
Centre, 2.0), DLR Waves v Athlone Town (Jack-
son Park, 6.30).
RUGBY: Guinness Six Nations -
France v Ireland (8.05), Italy v England (4.45),
Wales v Scotland (Parc y Scarlets, 21.5). The
Rugby Championship - Australia v
New Zealand (8.45am).
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Don’t drive
down
my wages
LEWIS HAMILTON has
poured scorn over
suggestions that his new
Mercedes deal has hit a
snag due to a proposed
F1 salary cap.

Formula One bosses met
last Monday where they
raised the idea of limiting
drivers’ wages to €25million
a year.

The motion has been waved
through to the next agenda.

However, Monaco-based
Hamilton, who is yet to sign
his new deal — worth around
€44m a year — is adamant the
Grand Prix Drivers’ Associ-
ation should have their say.

Hamilton, 35,  has a
77-point lead in the champ-
ionship but cannot win the
title at this weekend’s Emilia-
Romagna GP in Italy.

The speed king was quizzed
if the delay in signing his
new deal was due to the sug-
gested salary freeze.

Hamilton said: “It has noth-
ing to do with it. I did not
know it was being discussed.
From a drivers’ point of view,
it was a surprise to us.

“We heard of the idea a
while ago, maybe last year in
France, but it is the first we
heard of it this week.

“So I think it is important
the GPDA work closely with
Formula One to get in to dis-
cussions moving forwards.” 

Mercedes boss Toto Wolff
also supported his driver in
quizzing whether it was right

to limit drivers’ wages. And
Wolff believes that drivers
should be included as part of
the discussions as their wages
reflect their worth to their
teams.

He said: “The discussion
around this topic is an emo-
tional one. 

“Formula One teams, in
order to be sustainable long
term and to be successful
sport franchises, need to
show profitability like any
company. We all need to
achieve that.

“On the other side, it is
clear that drivers in Formula
One are the best in the world
and should earn high salaries
like all the other top stars in
sport.

“So that is why it will be
interesting to do a deal with
the representatives of the
drivers.”

Wolff, whose team can win
the constructors’ title for a
seventh successive year this
weekend, also said he was
happy to hold off contract
talks with Hamilton, through
fear of “contaminating” him
with the coronavirus.

He said: “The truth is there
is a lot of trust between us
and we keep on saying we
must find a day.

“But the championship is
more important and I com-
pletely understand that
Lewis wants to concentrate
on that.”

By BEN HUNT

Tomorrow, 12.10pm

my wagesmy wages

WHEEL DEAL 
. . . Hamilton 
has rubbished 
claims a salary 
cap hit talks

Don’t drive

my wages
How could I 

afford to keep 

up my stylish 

image on a 

mere €25m?

FOOTBALL
PREMIER LEAGUE
WOLVES (2) 2 C PALACE (0) 0
Ait-Nouri 18
Podence 27 

SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
COVENTRY (1) 3 READING (0) 2
Hamer 23 Lucas Joao 66
Godden 76 Puscas 90
McCallum 85

P W D L F A Pts
Reading ........... 9 7 1 1 17 6 22
Bournemouth.8 4 4 0 11 6 16

Millwall ............8 4 3 1 10 5 15
Swansea..........8 4 3 1 10 5 15
Watford...........8 4 3 1 8 4 15
Bristol C ...........8 4 2 2 11 7 14

Norwich...........8 4 2 2 9 7 14
Middlesbro......8 3 4 1 8 5 13
Luton................8 4 1 3 7 7 13
Stoke ............... 8 3 3 2 9 9 12
Brentford........8 3 2 3 13 11 11
Blackburn........8 3 1 4 18 11 10
Preston ...........8 3 1 4 10 10 10
Cardiff .............8 2 4 2 7 7 10
Birmingham....8 2 4 2 5 5 10
Huddersfield...8 3 1 4 7 10 10
Rotherham......8 2 3 3 8 9 9
Coventry ......... 9 2 2 5 9 18 8
Barnsley...........8 1 4 3 9 10 7
QPR...................8 1 4 3 6 10 7
Nottm For........8 1 3 4 5 10 6

Derby...............8 1 2 5 4 12 5
Wycombe ........ 8 0 1 7 3 16 1
Sheff Wed ....... 8 2 2 4 5 9 –4

THE BUILDBASE FA TROPHY: 3rd Rd
Qualifying - Wantage Town 1 North Leigh 4.

CRICKET
ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL (Rawalpindi) -
Pakistan 281-8 (Haris Sohail 71, Imam ul Haq
58) v Zimbabwe 255 (Taylor 112, Madhevere
55; Shaheen Afridi 5-49, Wahab Riaz 4-41).
Pakistan bt Zimbabwe by 26 runs.

TENNIS
ATP ERSTE BANK OPEN (Vienna,
Austria): Quarter-finals - K Anderson
(SA) bt D Medvedev (Rus) 6-4 7-6; A Rublev
(Rus) bt D Thiem (Aut) 7-6 6-2; L Sonego (Ita)
bt N Djokovic (Ser) 6-2 6-1; D Evans bt G
Dimitrov (Bul) 7-6 4-6 6-3.

ATP ASTANA OPEN (Nur-Sultan,
Kazakhstan): Quarter-finals - F Tiafoe
(US) bt E Gerasimov (Blr) 7-6 5-7 7-5;
J Millman (Aus) bt T Paul (US) 6-7 6-4 7-6;
A Mannarino (Fra) bt M McDonald (US) 6-1 6-4;
E Ruusuvuori (Fin) bt M Kukushkin (Kaz) 6-3
6-1.

GOLF
APHRODITE HILLS CYPRUS OPEN
(Paphos, par 71): 2nd Rd (suspended due
to darkness with five players to finish today) -
132 D Drysdale 67, R McEvoy 66, S Valimaki
(Fin) 67; 133 S Sharma (Ind) 66, C Shinkwin
66, J Smith 66, J Veerman (US) 69, T Detry
(Bel) 67, B Hebert (Fra) 64; 134 W Besseling
(Hol) 67, M Waite 70, A Sullivan 69, G Higgo
(SA) 66, M Schwab (Aut) 67; 135 J Suri (US)

65, R Macintyre 67, D Horsey 69, A Cockerill
(Can) 66, W Nienaber (SA) 67, L Gagli (Ita) 69;
136 M Kieffer (Ger) 67, M Jordan 67, S Heis-
ele (Ger) 68, A Saddier (Fra) 69, J Scrivener
(Aus) 66, J Winther (Den) 68, D Whitnell 68, A
Canizares (Spa) 66, M Kawamura (Jpn) 67, L
De Jager (SA) 68, C Sharvin 67, J Stalter (Fra)
71, K Samooja (Fin) 66, G Fernandez-Castano
(Spa) 70, R Sciot-Siegrist (Fra) 67, S Vincent
(Zim) 68; 137 P Waring 69, S Garcia Rodri-
guez (Spa) 68, H Porteous (SA) 68, J Campillo
(Spa) 68, M Southgate 69, J Morrison 69, A
Rozner (Fra) 66, D Coupland 68; 138 J Luiten
(Hol) 68, A Bjork (Swe) 69, M Korhonen (Fin)
70, G Forrest 69, A Quiros (Spa) 70, J Sjoholm
(Swe) 69, S Soderberg (Swe) 69, T Olesen
(Den) 69, Y-K Chang (Kor) 65, P Figueiredo
(Por) 72, C Hill 69, R Santos (Por) 69, G Havret
(Fra) 69; 139 L Canter 72, M Pavon (Fra) 68,
N Colsaerts (Bel) 70, A Wu (Chn) 71, J Lager-
gren (Swe) 67, C Pigem (Spa) 70, R Langasque
(Fra) 69; 140 S Brown 71, R Bland 70, W
Enefer 74, N Lemke (Swe) 67, O Wilson 73, D
Perrier (Fra) 72, A Meronk (Pol) 65, J Harrison
72, B Stow 70, S Horsfield 68, B Easton (SA)
69, A Levy (Fra) 72, O Farr 74; 141 S.S.P
Chawrasia (Ind) 70, T Tree 69, J Caldwell 72,
P Larrazabal (Spa) 70.

DARTS
UNIBET EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
(Oberhausen, Germany): 2nd Rd - W O’Con-
nor (Irl) bt J Hughes 10-3; D Petersen (SA) bt
M Kleermaker (Hol) 10-8; J Clayton bt J De
Sousa (Por) 10-6; J Wade bt N Aspinall 10-8; D
van Duijvenbode (Hol) bt M Smith 10-8; P
Wright bt G Price 10-6; I White bt M van
Gerwen (Hol) 10-6.

SPORTS ROUND-UP: RESULTS & FIXTURES
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PADDY POWER MEDIA PRESENTS

WITH all the sport
coming our way today,
don’t forget that there is
a good card at Ascot.

I’m torn for the
Sodexo Handicap Hurdle
at 3.05.

Sebastopol, at 5-1, and
Teqany, at 8-1, are my
picks and if pushed, I’d
go for the former.

He won last year at
the first time of asking,
but Teqany is a threat
and comes into this race
in decent form.

The 3.40 will be a
high-class handicap
chase and my tip here is
Black Corton, ridden by
Bryony Frost.

Henry Daly’s What-
more is probably the
horse to beat and the
always-shrewd Paddy
Power betting expert
Niall O’Reilly was pretty
keen on this horse on
yesterday’s podcast.

Yet there is good value
in Black Corton and it
would be great for Bry-
ony to get another win.

I’M SO 
LOYAL 
ASCOT

FROM THE
HORSE’S MOUTH

PADDY POWER MEDIA PRESENTS

FROM THE
HORSE’S MOUTH

Sofa so 
good

podfollow.com/horsesmouth

FROST . . . Black Corton

THIS is one of those amazing
sporting weekends when it
helps to master the art of
being the perfect partner.

While some of our wonderful
other halves may be preoccupied
with new masks and the 5km rule,
this is a day when sport fans have
a different focus.

Of course, if your significant
other is of the same mindset as
you, well you’re in luck.

But for those of us who have
partners with different interests,
our mission is claiming the sofa in
front of the biggest TV in the
house, getting the beers and snacks
in order and settling in for the
ultimate sporting feast.

So, while our Friday podcast gen-
erally gives you a quick-fire run
through of tips for the weekend of
racing, I diverted from the script to
give our loyal listeners some advice.

One regular asked how to explain
to the love of your life that you
simply have to indulge in ten hours
of live sport that includes racing,
Six Nations and Premier League.

All I could do was offer up my
tried-and-tested blueprint.

My plan in these situations is to

treat my good lady like a queen
the day before, so I’m basically a
contender for Husband of the Year.

So what you need to do is run a
nice warm bath, light the candles,
cook a nice meal and generally
spoil him or her rotten.

When you’re both in a jovial
mood, just mention that you might
need a little extra space to cram in
all the sport and give them some
quiet time.

Then you can park yourself in
the TV room, put your phone on
silent and settle in.

Ireland’s effort to win the Six

Nations in France, big games for
Manchester City and Liverpool and
what looks set to be a spectacular
day of racing will be top of my
agenda for today.

Taking a look at the racing,
Wetherby has some cracking action
on their card.

The 2.45 sees the return of Reb-
ecca Curtis’ Lisnagar Oscar, one of
the great names from this year’s
Cheltenham Festival.

This horse famously won the
Paddy Power Stayers’ Hurdle at a
massive 50-1 and will be out to
prove that was no fluke with jockey

Adam Wedge doing the steering.
But I’m going for Wholestone from
the Nigel Twiston-Davies stable to
beat him at around 13-2. In fact,
that’s my bet of the weekend.

In the Grade 2 Charlie Hall
Chase at 3.20, my pick is
Vinndication. This lad has good
form in his opening outings of the
season and he could serve up a
winner for trainer Kim Bailey.

Then after the racing is done, it’s
all eyes on Paris for the long-
awaited finale of this year’s Six
Nations.

Come on Ireland!

ALL ACTION . . . 
Paddy’s plans involve 

the couch and watching 
today’s sport on TV

PADDY POWER are sponsoring a great card at
Cork tomorrow.

And after the all sporting action today, it
will be nice to settle back and relax for a
few more races on the TV.

We have a race named after our From The
Horse’s Mouth podcast at 2.46 and my tip for
that one is Anything Will Do.

Then we go on to the big race of the day,
and I’m backing The Caddy Rose, trained by
Noel Meade (right), to get the job done in the
Paddy Power Cork Grand National.

IT’S CADDY’S DAY
DOWN ROYAL has a classy card today and we
have the first Irish Grade 1 of the season
at 2.25.

There are some familiar names in this race
and it’s good to look at horses with a record
of early-season form.

With that in mind Chris’s Dream, with
Robbie Power (right) aboard, is worth a look
at around 3-1 as they tend to perform well at
this time of year.

I also like the look of The Storyteller for
Gordon Elliott and at 6-1, he is a cracking bit of value.

DREAM TICKET
NOT only do we have some
enticing specials to have a look
at this afternoon, but
we’re already keeping
one eye on next year’s
Cheltenham Festival.

Some of the contenders for
the big races next March are
in action today and we have
some nice doubles on offer.

If you fancy Samcro

(below) to win the 3pm at Down
Royal and then go on to claim
the Ryanair Chase at Prest-

bury Park, we have that
available at 16-1.

Likewise, if you think
Delta Work will claim the
2.25 at Down Royal and
follow that up with Gold
Cup glory, why not jump
on at a massive 40-1?

Double delights
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BOXINGBOXING

HE’S NO
JOKER

HEADLINER Derek
Chisora told Tommy
McCarthy that he is
worried about facing
Oleksander Usyk with
no fans in attendance.

But McCarthy (above)
has no such worries
ahead of his European
cruiserweight title scrap
with Bilal Laggoune at
Wembley Arena.

Like Usyk, he had
an extensive amateur
career, boxing all over
the world at small
venues well into his 20s.

Chisora has fought six
in a row in front of his
adoring faithful at Lon-
don’s O2 Arena — with
Usyk’s last eight taking
place on the road.

Belfast boxer
McCarthy, whose last
two fights took place in
Italy, told SunSport: “I
was talking to Chisora
down at the press con-
ference and it’s really
doing his head in.

“He was going, ‘Agh,
this is going to be so
weird’ and I says, ‘Well,
it’ll affect you more

than me. I’m used to
being on undercards,
you’re top of the bill’.
My coach Pete Taylor
said, ‘When you get in
there it’ll be all right’,
and I says the same,
but he said it’ll be com-
pletely different — it
won’t be the same as
having 20,000 fans
cheering him on.

“Usyk would have
done test matches in the
amateurs and fought
prelims when there was
nobody there. It won’t
affect us.”

Eric Donovan is
among the Irish
boxers to have lost
a behind-closed-
doors bout — to Zelfa
Barrett — but he is root-
ing for McCarthy
tonight, who is bidding
to become Ireland’s 15th
EBU champion.

Kildare’s ‘Lilywhite
Lighting’ said: “If
Tommy can pull it off,
and I think he can,
there’s a chance we
could have a big show
in Belfast next year.”

HALLOWEEN     FRIGHT NIGHTHALLOWEEN     FRIGHT NIGHTHALLOWEEN     FRIGHT NIGHT
McCarthy 
has empty 
promise

VILLAIN OF THE PIECE . . . 
Chisora struts around dressed
as The Joker ahead of tonight’s 

Wembley fright night with Usyk
as The Joker ahead of tonight’s 

Wembley fright night with Usyk

Chisora prepares for War

By KEVIN BYRNE
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NOVAK DJOKOVIC bombed out of
the Vienna Open after the joint-
heaviest loss of his career.

In a bizarre match, the world No 1
was thumped 6-2 6-1 by Italian
Lorenzo Sonego in a 68-minute
quarter-final.

Yet the Serb (right), 33, is still
likely to finish the year as the
planet’s leading player.

He said: “Yes, clinching the No  1
spot had an effect on me. 

“I’ve done what I came here for,
securing the No  1. And I’m com-
pletely fine with this result.”

British No  1 Dan Evans faces
Sonego today. He reached his second
ATP-500 semi-final of 2020 after
knocking out Bulgarian Grigor
Dimitrov 7-6 4-6 6-3.

Andrey Rublev shocked US Open
champ Dominic Thiem 7-6 6-2.

He faces South African Kevin
Anderson in the other semi.

Not a Djok, he 
was thumped

DEFENDING champion Primoz
Roglic reclaimed the red jersey
with his third stage win of the
2020 Vuelta a Espana, leading
the pack at Suances.

The Jumbo-Visma man dominated
an uphill sprint on stage 10, in the
process nudging past Richard Cara-
paz to lead the general classification.

While the pair are tied on timings,
Roglic, who turned 31 on Thursday,
is top on superior stage finishes.

He said: “I’m one year older, so
I’m stronger! It’s like wine, the
older, the better. I’m back in red.”

Ireland’s Dan Martin remains
third overall, 25 seconds behind
Roglic (left) and Carapaz.

He’s Prim and 
proper in front

DEREK  CHISORA’S choice of
Halloween costume was Heath
Ledger’s terrifying Joker.

His white war paint may not
have been an exact tribute to the
Batman super-villain — but he had
the sinister smile dead on.

Chisora, 36, sees similarities in the
way both he and the Gotham baddie
have waged spooktacular campaigns.

And tonight he believes he can
deliver another fright night when he
fronts up to Oleksandr Usyk. 

Asked why he had no sidekick for
violent clashes — in and out of the

ring — with the Klitschko brothers,
Dillian Whyte and David Haye,

Chisora said: “I’m just a bad
man, no two ways about it.

“Sometimes I ask people,
‘Who do you see behind

me?’ and the answer is
nobody. There is

never anybody
behind me or

backing me

up — I have no
entourage. 

“Some people think I’m
lying about being bad, they think it’s a
gimmick. But it’s not.

“Everybody else might have an entou-
rage, Mike Tyson had one of the big-
gest, not me. 

“I am my own back-up. I rely only
on myself. 

“I bring it on my own, I don’t need
an entourage, they are a sign of weak-
ness. Last time I was scared was when
my daughter wasn’t well. She couldn’t

breathe when she was asleep one night.
I was scared then. But a person or
challenge has never scared me.”

For most of his early career, Chisora
played up to his bad-boy role, bravely
failing against the likes of
Tyson Fury twice, Haye,
Vitali Klitschko and Kubrat
Pulev.

But his two-fight rivalry
with Whyte, especially the
harsh points defeat he suf-
fered in 2016, sparked a
dramatic change.

‘War’ gained fans and
that means the world to
him as he said: “In boxing
there will always be a
winner and a loser — box-
ers understand that.

“The nerves should only
be about stinking up the
place in a bad fight.

“I still get those

because I want to give
the public something to be happy
about.

“British fans don’t mind booing if you
don’t give them value for money. I have
learned that, they just don’t give a f***.

“I’ve heard plenty of, ‘Boo, you’re a
f***ing a*******’. 

“They booed Audley Harrison even
after he won an Olympic gold.

“But the great flipside is when you
see guys like Ricky Hatton and Frank

Bruno — who lost fights and had prob-
lems — get cheered everywhere. That is
love. Imagine if you give your life to
boxing, getting hurt for entertainment
and you end up getting booed in
retirement. 

“I always feel I gave the public
what they wanted, good fights, but I
don’t think they realised that I was
giving it my all. The first Dillian fight
is the one where people realised, ‘F***,
I actually like this guy’.”

And he has a new
super-fan to go home to
after his daughter finally
realised how the brawler
keeps her in dance and
horse-riding classes.

Chisora, who faces the
brilliant former undisputed
cruiserweight king Ukrain-
ian (left), 33, at Wembley
Arena, beamed: “My
daughter Angelina wasn’t
interested in the fight but
she has watched the docu-
mentary Sky have been

running about 20 times
since I left the house.

“She wakes up and
watches it straight away.

“She is seeing things
she has never seen before.

Her eyes are opened — she
has realised who her dad is.

“She has seen some of the crazy
things I did, like throwing the table at
Dillian at the press conference, and
just said, ‘Wow’.

“Every time I speak to her she says,
‘Daddy when you coming home? I’m
watching you on TV’.

“Her mother keeps telling her to
switch it off, but she just tells her not
to be jealous because it's daddy and
not her on the telly.

“She has never watched one of my
fights before but she is staying up for
this one and I think she will like it.”

By WALLY 
DOWNES Jr
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Donegal for 
one and one 
for Donegal

EOGHAN BÁN GALLAGHER
hopes the Donegal collective
can shine in this year’s winter
Championship.

Tomorrow’s eagerly awaited Ulster
SFC quarter-final between Donegal
and Tyrone in Ballybofey has the
potential to be one of the most
nail-biting provincial Championship
games in decades.

And while both teams have marquee
players such as Michael Murphy, Ryan
McHugh, Mattie Donnelly and Conor
McKenna, Gallagher believes Donegal’s
strength can be the sum of their parts.

The Killybegs man said: “I read a few
books during the lockdown, it’s not some-
thing that I would usually do.

“A lot of the best teams talk about col-
lective responsibility. 

“If you look at Liverpool and the New
Zealand and Leinster rugby teams, they
all talk about collective responsibility.

“It’s everyone’s job on the team. You
can’t just keep looking to Michael, Neil
McGee, Ryan McHugh and Paddy
McBrearty to continue to lead us. 

“It’s up to everyone within the squad to
drive it on.

“It’s something all the best teams do
and it’s up to us to strive towards and
share the responsibility on the pitch
instead of just having it focus on one or
two players.”

Much of the pre-match media focus has
been on one player in particular —

Tyrone’s McKenna. The former Essendon
AFL player has made quite the impact in
his two games in the county jersey since
returning home.

He scored 1-2 in the league game
against Donegal a fortnight ago, and then
followed up with 2-2 against Mayo last
weekend.

Gallagher played against McKenna at
minor level, while he also briefly flirted
with Aussie Rules himself in 2017 when
he visited Bisbane for a trial.

The 2018 All-Star nominee recalled: “I
really enjoyed my time over there. Myself
and Jason McGee went out.

“I see Conor said one of the biggest
reasons for him coming home was
homesickness. 

“Even over the 2  to three weeks that
we were out there, I was calling home
every day. I don’t think it would ever
have been for me. 

“It’s a great opportunity for a lot of fel-
las to get and I completely understand
why they go, but I was never really close
to going out. 

“I remember they were videoing us with
an iPad and giving us wee pointers on
how to adjust it. It was very interesting
in terms of the gym side of it, from what

I saw they seemed to do a lot similar to
the GAA. 

“Obviously they have extra time so they
do get in extra gym sessions through the
week, but in terms of what they do it’s
very similar to ourselves.”

If Donegal are to come out on top of
tomorrow’s straight knockout clash, keep-
ing tabs on McKenna would go a long
way to achieving that.

Gallagher admits players with such a
direct running style are dangerous.

He explained: “It is difficult, whenever
they get the ball, they’re mad to take
you on.

“There’s plenty of direct players, we’re
lucky enough in Donegal that we have a
number of very direct players ourselves,
with Ryan, Jamie Brennan, Michael,
they’d be all fairly direct and we’d get
good practice against them in training. 

“It’s the best way to get used to defend-
ing against players that are very direct.
Conor’s been excellent since he came
back, he’s taken to it very quickly and I
think he’s surprised a lot of people.

“Conor McKenna was my age at minor,
I’d have played against him. Darragh
Canavan starting the last day, they’re two
huge assets for Tyrone. 

“Any time you can bring in two players
that can have such an impact in such a
short period of time, they’re two big
assets for Tyrone. It will add another
dimension to their attack but we’re look-
ing forward to the challenge.”

Overcoming challenges is something
Gallagher has become noted for, not least

By GORDON
MANNING
GAA CORRESPONDENT

for Donegal

EOGHAN BÁN GALLAGHER

EOGHAN:
NOW THE 
TIME FOR 
LADS TO 
STEP UP

Breffni Ray 
not Beggan 
your  pardon 

By ORLA BANNON

RAYMOND GALLIGAN is not bothered how
he fares in a head-to-head against Monaghan’s
All-Star goalkeeper Rory Beggan in today’s clash
at Clones.

The Cavan captain does not care for personal duels
because the result is the only stat that matters when
the rivals meet in the
Ulster Championship pre-
liminary-round clash.

Galligan said: “My stats
only become relevant
depending on how the
result pans out, I have to
do my best for the team
and focus on my team.

“Be it kickout percent-
age or saving shots, I
have to concentrate on
myself and I’m sure Rory
is the same.”

Beggan’s booming kick-
outs and ability to nail
monster frees and 45s
make the No  1 (below)
one of Monaghan’s
attacking weapons.

And Galligan admitted:
“He is crucial to their
game-plan.

“He picked up an All-
Star and is a constant
All-Star nominee.

“He is a fabulous goal-
keeper and has shown
that for many years.

“He has an array of
kickouts he can pull out
at any time and is mas-
sive to their attack, you’d
have to compliment him.”

Cavan created stacks of
scoring chances in their
last two Division 2 games
against Kildare and Ros-
common and had a lot of
the ball, but their shot
selection let them down
in both matches.

If they are to have any
chance of repeating last
year’s shock four-point
Ulster SFC win over
Monaghan, they are going
to have be more efficient
in front of the posts.

Galligan said: “We need
to be clinical because
Monaghan, when they get
a turnover with Conor
McManus inside, they are
clinical.”

McManus nailed 1-8
last Sunday in Divi-
sion 1 against Meath.

And the Breffni
skipper said: “He
showed last weekend
how lethal he is so
we have to be
clever and wise on
the ball and make
every opportunity
count on the
scoreboard.”

Cavan 
were unlucky
that results
conspired 
against 
them last
weekend 
to see
them 
crash to
back-to-back 

relegations. They have
had no time to lick their
wounds or reflect on the
fact they will be playing
in Division 3 next year,
because the Champion-
ship has come along so
quickly.

But Galligan insists
they will have all winter
to dwell on it, and for
now it is about trying to
stay alive and make it
through to a first-round
game against Antrim
next weekend.

He added: “We are
mature enough to be able
to park the disappoint-
ment of last weekend
and look at this as an
opportunity to right a lot
of wrongs and give it
everything we have.

“Initially when we got
the bad news, that Laois
had beaten Fermanagh
and we were down, it
was sickening but with
the quick turnaround it
leaves us no other option
but to dive back in.”

With no fans and no
atmosphere on what is
expected to be a stormy,
windy afternoon at
Clones, it will an Ulster
Championship opener
like no other.

Galligan said: “Teams
are not going to be as

prepared as
usual and you
would defi-
nitely miss the

slagging and
abuse from

behind the goals
— especially when
playing Monaghan
because they like
to tell you what
they think of
you!

“You do miss
the atmosphere
but once the game
starts, players just
get on with it and

focus on trying to
deliver a perfor-

mance that is
hopefully good
enough to stay in

the Championship.”

1.15pm

Monaghan
v Cavan

DOWN BUT NOT 
OUT . . . Ray Galligan’s 
Cavan were relegated 
to Divison 3 last week 
but the Breffni men 

want to focus on 
Ulster SFC
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I saw they seemed to do a lot similar to

“Obviously they have extra time so they
do get in extra gym sessions through the
week, but in terms of what they do it’s
very similar to ourselves.”

If Donegal are to come out on top of
tomorrow’s straight knockout clash, keep-
ing tabs on McKenna would go a long
way to achieving that.

Gallagher admits players with such a
direct running style are dangerous.

He explained: “It is difficult, whenever
they get the ball, they’re mad to take

“There’s plenty of direct players, we’re
lucky enough in Donegal that we have a
number of very direct players ourselves,
with Ryan, Jamie Brennan, Michael,
they’d be all fairly direct and we’d get
good practice against them in training. 

“It’s the best way to get used to defend-
ing against players that are very direct.
Conor’s been excellent since he came
back, he’s taken to it very quickly and I
think he’s surprised a lot of people.

“Conor McKenna was my age at minor,
I’d have played against him. Darragh
Canavan starting the last day, they’re two
huge assets for Tyrone. 

“Any time you can bring in two players
that can have such an impact in such a
short period of time, they’re two big
assets for Tyrone. It will add another
dimension to their attack but we’re look-
ing forward to the challenge.”

Overcoming challenges is something
Gallagher has become noted for, not least

one and one 

UNITED FRONT
. . . Donegal ace 

Gallagher believes 
his side have talent 
all over the pitch
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recovering from a broken ankle
suffered last summer during a
training session in the build-up to
the Super 8s. 

He said: “It was a huge mental
test. I remember going back, the club
were playing league games before the
Championship, and I didn’t actually feel
like I could go up to watch the games or
go to training. 

“I felt like I let my team-mates down,
being injured. I know it was hugely
unfortunate circumstances but it was
hugely disappointing to miss out. 

“I missed it a wee bit too much, that I
didn’t feel like I could go. 

“John Cunningham asked me to go up
and help out with the management team,
and just be there to support the lads, and
that was great. 

“This year it’s been a different chall-
enge, mentally. It’s going back to when I
was 13 or 14 and doing athletics training,
and it’s a battle with yourself just. 

“You have nobody there to push you on,
it’s just whatever you’re going to do your-

self. The amount of respect I’ve gained
for every athlete who does individual
things, in terms of tennis, athletics, the
mental strength they have individually is
phenomenal.”

These are encouraging times for Done-
gal football, who have won five Ulster

titles since 2011. 
If they retain the Anglo Celt in the

weeks ahead, it will be the first time in
history Donegal have achieved the
Ulster three in a row.

Gallagher added: “It’s one of our
most successful periods as a county
and it’s really exciting to be part of.

“There’s a lot of very, very good play-
ers coming up in Donegal, the likes of

Oisín Gallen and Conor O’Donnell from
Carndonagh in the last year or two,
they’re fantastic players. 

“It’s very important that the county
continues to put the structures in place to
bring through as many good players as
possible. 

“You can see the amount of years now
Tyrone have been competitive, Dublin are
the same, Kerry are the same, they seem
to get players every single year. 

“Donegal have been fortunate that we’ve
brought through a lot of players but now
we’re at an age where we have to com-
pete with the big teams. 

“Myself personally, I think this is my
sixth year up here. 

“We’re no longer a young team and
we have to really push on now and
show what we’re made of this year in
the Championship.”

LEINSTER SHC SEMI-FINALS
Kilkenny v Dublin,

Croke Park; 3.45, GAAGO
DUBLIN have the benefit of a run-out
already in this year’s Championship,
and at Croke Park too. 

The men led by Mattie Kenny
(right) were comfortable winners
over Laois last Saturday night.

But they will come up
against a much meaner
defence in Kilkenny
today, not to mention
an attacking unit with
heavy firepower.

VERDICT: Kilkenny
Galway v Wexford, 
Croke Park; 6.15, RTE

MUCH of the hurling focus has been
on the meeting of Tipperary and
Limerick but this could yet prove to
be the game of the weekend. 

Nobody is quite sure how much
work new Galway boss Shane O’Neill
has been able to do since taking
charge, but if the Tribesmen can
out-muscle Wexford then they might
edge a tight affair.

VERDICT: Galway
MUNSTER SHC

SEMI-FINAL
Cork v Waterford,
Semple Stadium;
3.30, Sky Sports

NEW boss Liam Cahill
(left) faces his first

Championship game in
charge of Waterford.

His preparations suffered a major
blow when captain Pauric Mahony
picked up an injury in a challenge
match against Wexford earlier this
month. 

Not only is Mahony a leader, he is
also one of the game’s most accu-
rate freetakers — something that
could have proved a massive weapon
this year in particular. 

Cork have lost Darragh Fitzgibbon
(hamstring) and Eoin Cadogan (back)
but there is a sense that the Rebels
have had more settled preparations
and will arrive to Thurles with more
firepower than Waterford.

VERDICT: Cork
ULSTER SFC

PRELIMINARY 
ROUND

Monaghan v Cavan, 
St Tiernach’s Park; 

1.15, Sky Sports
THERE has rarely been
much between these
neighbours over the years — even
when one team entered the game as
strong favourites. 

Cavan caused something of an
upset last year in a four-point win,
but prior to that Monaghan won by
three points in 2017 and just one
point in both 2013 and 2015. 

The Breffni Blues struggled in
attack in their two recent league
games and do not have a forward to
match Conor McManus (above).

VERDICT: Monaghan
MUNSTER SFC QUARTER-FINAL

Waterford v Limerick,
Dungarvan; 7pm,

GAAGO
IF game-time, momen-
tum and preparations
count for anything then
Limerick will win.
Waterford were one of

the only teams not to have
a match on the weekend the league
resumed — as the Déise had a walk-
over v London. 

Then, for the seventh-round game
last weekend they actually initially
handed Antrim a walkover rather
than play that away fixture — only
for the Saffrons to offer to travel to
Louth instead. 

Antrim beat Waterford in Louth —
in a game it seemed the Munster
side never really wanted to play. 

Limerick, on the other hand, have
played two highly competitive
matches recently — losing to Wex-
ford at home and then beating Sligo
away, a result that saw them finish
top of Division 4. 

Boss Billy Lee (above) and his men
will be wary of an ambush, but
Limerick should be ready.

VERDICT: Limerick
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recovering from a broken ankle
suffered last summer during a
training session in the build-up to
the Super 8s. 

He said: “It was a huge mental
test. I remember going back, the club
were playing league games before the
Championship, and I didn’t actually feel
like I could go up to watch the games or
go to training. 

“I felt like I let my team-mates down,
being injured. I know it was hugely
unfortunate circumstances but it was
hugely disappointing to miss out. 

“I missed it a wee bit too much, that I
didn’t feel like I could go. 

“John Cunningham asked me to go up
and help out with the management team,
and just be there to support the lads, and
that was great. 

“This year it’s been a different chall-
enge, mentally. It’s going back to when I
was 13 or 14 and doing athletics training,
and it’s a battle with yourself just. 

“You have nobody there to push you on,
it’s just whatever you’re going to do your-

self. The amount of respect I’ve gained
for every athlete who does individual
things, in terms of tennis, athletics, the
mental strength they have individually is
phenomenal.”

These are encouraging times for Done-
gal football, who have 

titles since 2011. 
If they retain the Anglo Celt in the

weeks ahead, it will be the first time in
history Donegal have achieved the
Ulster three in a row.

Gallagher added: “It’s one of our
most successful periods as a county
and it’s really exciting to be part of.

“There’s a lot of very, very good play-
ers coming up in Donegal, the likes of

Oisín Gallen and Conor O’Donnell from
Carndonagh in the last year or two,
they’re fantastic players. 

“It’s very important that the county
continues to put the structures in place to
bring through as many good players as
possible. 

“You can see the amount of years now
Tyrone have been competitive, Dublin are
the same, Kerry are the same, they seem
to get players every single year. 

“Donegal have been fortunate that we’ve
brought through a lot of players but now
we’re at an age where we have to com-
pete with the big teams. 

“Myself personally, I think this is my
sixth year up here. 

“We’re no longer a young team and
we have to really push on now and
show what we’re made of this year in
the Championship.”
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YES HE CAN . . .Tyrone’s Darragh Canavan could cause problems for Donegal

WATCH IT 
. . . Gallagher 
insists Conor 

McKenna, who 
netted against 

Mayo, is a danger

PUTTING THE 
BOOT IN . . . 

Gallagher broke
his ankle last 

summer

GO YOUR 
EOGHAN WAY
. . . Eoghan Bán 

Gallagher’s Donegal 
clash with Tyrone 
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BUALADH  BUSBUALADH
A coach ride with a difference this year    for Rebels chief

KIERAN KINGSTON jumped on
the Championship bus, but was
unsure if it would ever get to
its destination. 

In March, everything stopped as
Covid-19 closed the roads and the
GAA had to switch off the engines.

Almost eight months on from Cork’s
last competitive match against Galway in
the league, they face Waterford today in a
Munster SHC semi-final.

After all that uncertainty, the wait will
finally be over when the Rebels pull into
Semple Stadium.

Kingston was able to gather his squad
again last month and is thrilled to be at
the wheel again to face the Déise. 

On whether he thought the 2020
Championship would be played at all, he
said: “Some days I did, some days I didn’t.

“We’re all on the bus and want to be
on the bus, but none of us are driving it,
we weren’t really in control of our destiny.

“At times there was more hope than
anything else, but at the back of the
mind we always prepared on the basis
that it would go ahead at some stage.

“We didn’t know when — whether it
would be July, as was said in March, or
September or now.

“It was a challenge. Of course there were
times when everybody was unsure because

it wasn’t something we were in control of.
All we could do was prepare ourselves on
the basis that it would happen.” 

In his second stint at the Leesiders’
helm, Kingston’s squad has a rich blend
of youth and experience.

During his first tenure, his son Shane
and fellow young guns Darragh Fitzgib-
bon, Luke Meade and Mark Coleman all
burst on to the scene in 2017

Coleman won an All-Star that summer
and Fitzgibbon followed suit a year later.

That quartet are now aged between 22
and 24. At the other end of the spectrum,
goalkeeper Anthony Nash is 36, scoring
machine Patrick Horgan is 32, defender
Eoin Cadogan is 34 and industrious for-
ward Séamus Harnedy turned 30 in July.

And, regardless of their age, Kingston
insists nobody in the Cork camp wanted
to see the season go down the drain. 

The Rebels have won 30 All-Irelands but
none since 2005 and are determined to put
that right as soon as possible. The Cov-
id-19 situation lingers but they are doing
all they can to keep the bus running. 

Kingston added: “The concern all of us

would have is that nobody wants to lose
a year of their playing career, a year of
the Championship — the supporters,
everybody, but the players in particular.

“Even for the younger players, it’s still a
year out of their careers. It’s late in the
year but it’s great now to be part of it.

“We have a very good Covid officer in
Dave Nolan, who keeps us on our toes
and who does a super job, as well as Dr
Colm Murphy and Dr Con Murphy. 

“We’re an elite group but we’re not a
professional sports team. We have the
bones of 50 people coming together who
can’t cocoon when they leave training. 

“We have eight teachers who have to go
back and do their jobs the following day
and there are others who interact with
people on an ongoing basis.

“So we have to protect the people in
our group, the people in their families
and the people they interact with.

“That’s a challenge but it’s where we
are. When we’re together we take every
precaution we can to ensure we can con-
tinue to participate in this Championship.”

Eoin Cadogan misses out today with a
back problem, Fitzgibbon has a hamstring
injury and Robbie O’Flynn is suspended.
But there will be thousands of other
absentees, too — the crowd!

The last time Cork played Waterford in
a Munster semi-final, 33,163 looked on at
Semple Stadium as the Rebels came out

By JASON
BYRNE

GAA WRITER

Good times, 
when all is 
said ’n Don

MICHEÁL DONOGHUE tries to focus on the good
things — and there were plenty — when he
looks back on his time in charge of Galway.

The Clarinbridge man quit the hotseat last August
after a breakdown in his relationship with the county
board executive. 

He led the Tribesmen
to their first All-Ireland
title in 29 years in 2017,
along with two Leinster
titles and a National
League crown across four
seasons in charge.

Donoghue (below)
admits it ended on a
sour note but prefers to
focus his memories else-
where when he reflects. 

For now, he is not
thinking about a return
to senior management
but has not ruled it out
down the line.

Donoghue said: “No, it
didn’t end well
but that goes with
the territory. You
have to take the
good days with
the bad days. 

“When you look
back at its
entirety you have
huge, fond
memories. 

“We had a good
run over the four years
and for me now it’s
about still reflecting and
how I can put myself in
a better position again if
I want to go back at it.

“That’s not something
in my mind at the min-
ute but I still would
work hard so that if I do
go back I’ll be in a bet-
ter place.

“They were very enjoy-
able times and some
great memories.

“From a personal point
of view with the Covid, it
probably gave me a good
opportunity to rest and
recharge and be heavily
involved with the juvenile
section of our club in

Clarinbridge, and I’ve
really enjoyed that. 

“The height of it was
the Under-12s, Under-14s
and Under-16s. My own
young fellas are at those
age groups and the game
from when we started to
when we finished had
evolved so much over
those four years.

“I’m sure it will con-
tinue to do that in the

future years. It’s
about constantly
learning and
absorbing as
much as you can
from hurling and
other sports. If the
opportunity comes
I’ll certainly look
at it, but it’s not
on the radar at
the minute.”

With Limerick man
Shane O’Neill now at the
helm, Galway start their
Championship campaign
against Wexford in
today’s Leinster semi-
final at Croke Park. 

It is the county’s first
match in nearly eight
months but Donoghue
expects O’Neill’s men to
be ready. 

He added: “Even in the
short space of time that
they have been there, you
can see elements of the
way they want to set up.

“Wexford are a team
they’re very familiar with,
from both teams’ perspec-
tives. I expect to see them
hit the ground running.”

FARE GAME . . . Austin 
Gleeson and his Waterford 
team-mates will be in the 
Rebels’ sights in Thurles

6.15pm, RTE 2

Galway v
Wexford

Legal Notices

DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL
Planning permission is sought by
M s .  V e r o n i c a  M o r r o w  a t  6 3
Strand Road, Dublin 4, D04 KT93
f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a  n e w
vehicular entrance to the front of
the house. The works will consist
of a) removal of low front wall in
between existing piers; b) erection
of new cast iron gates; c) provision
of  permeable paving to f ront
garden; d) and associated site
works.
The planning application may be
inspected, or purchased at a fee
not exceeding the reasonable cost
of making a copy, at the offices of
Dublin City Council during its
p u b l i c  o p e n i n g  h o u r s  a n d  a
submission or observat ion in
relation to the application may be
made to the authority in writing
on payment of the prescribed fee
within the per iod of  5 weeks
beginning on the date of receipt
by the authority of the application.

Dun Laoghaire Rathdown
County Council

P e r m i s s i o n  i s  s o u g h t  f o r
demolition of existing single storey
garage and rebuilding with two
storey side extension, projecting
to the front, rear partially two and
o n e  s t o r e y  e x t e n s i o n ,  s o m e
internal alterations and associates
site works by Victoria and Ciaran
Cush ley ,  a t  1  Ya le ,  Ard i lea ,
Clonskeagh, Dublin 14.
The planning application may be
inspected or purchased for a fee
not exceeding a reasonable cost
of making a copy, at the offices of
the Planning Authority, Marine
Road, Dún Laoghaire, Co. Dublin,
during its public opening hours of
Monday to Friday from 10:00am
to 4 :00pm.  A submiss ion or
observat ion may be made on
payment of a fee of €20 within 5
weeks from the date the planning
application is received by planning
authority.
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for Dicksboro this year
and he is so crucial to
that Kilkenny team. 

“I think they are in a
really good place. I actu-
ally think the unique for-
mat will suit them, maybe
more so than others. 

“The form of TJ and
Colin as the axis of your
11 and 14 is just frighten-
ing at the minute. 

“There’s a lot of good
hurlers coming in Kil-
kenny, both within the
panel and outside of it. If
you look within the panel
now, I expect big years
from the likes of Conor
Delaney. Tommy Walsh of
Tullaroan had a really
good club campaign and
Adrian Mullen would be
a big boost to get back.

“It has been five years
since we won the All-Ire-
land and I suppose
within that we have fea-
tured in two All-Ireland
finals and won a league.

“I believe the team is
in a really good place.”
l WITH the Championship here, style
icon and hurling legend Jackie Tyrrell has
collaborated with Littlewoods Ireland for
the relaunch of its own brand menswear
collection, Very Man, this autumn. The
leading online Irish retailer has teamed up
with him for his very own range, which is
available online now.

WATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORK

BUALADH  BUSBUS
A coach ride with a difference this year    for Rebels chief

on top — though the Déise got
revenge in that summer’s All-Ireland
semi-final, their last Championship
victory over the men in red.

Kingston admits the pre-match
buzz in Thurles will not be the
same. He said: “Players feed
off the crowd. Part of play-
ing inter-county is running
on to the pitch in Croke
Park or Thurles or Páirc
Uí Chaoimh or wherever,
the roar of the crowd
and the support from
the crowd when you do
something well . . . 

“Up to a few weeks
ago we didn’t know if
we’d be allowed to play,
and we’re all sad to see
that the minors and
Under-20s were cancelled.

“We don’t know how dif-
ferent it’ll be until
throw-in but we’ll have to
adapt. It’s our first time
out, we’ll get a better sense
of it after day one.

“It’s a change, but we
have to look at where we
are. We’re allowed to play
and we’re honoured as a
group to be allowed to
represent our county.”

WATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORK

for Rebels chief

WATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORKWATERFORD v CORK

ANY SIGN OF THE 
NUMBER 31? . . . 
Cork have been 
waiting for Liam 
since Seán Óg Ó 
hAilpín lifted the 

trophy in 2005

MISSING 
THE BUS 
. . . Eoin 
Cadogan 
is injured 
for today

HAIL TO THE BUS DRIVER . . . Kieran Kingston is hoping to steer Cork to success before Christmas, with Patrick Horgan, Bill Cooper, Séamus Harnedy, Anthony Nash and Mark Coleman all along for the ride

By JASON BYRNE

JACKIE TYRRELL says
Cillian Buckley’s return
to the Kilkenny team
will be vital if they are
to end their five-year
All-Ireland famine. 

The Cats have not
lifted the Liam Mac-
Carthy Cup since 2015.

Nine-time All-Ireland
winner Tyrrell retired
from inter-county duty
after the 2016 final defeat
to Tipperary — as the
longest drought in the
Brian Cody era began. 

Key defender Buckley,
28, missed large parts of
the 2018 and 2019 cam-
paigns with a knee injury
and he was struck down
last month with a broken
thumb. 

But the two-time All-
Star will start today’s
Leinster semi-final with
Dublin at Croke Park. 

Deadly duo TJ Reid
and Colin Fennelly make
up the spine of Cody’s
attack and Tyrrell is feel-
ing good about the
prospects for last year’s
provincial and All-Ire-
land runners-up. 

He told SunSport:
“Possibly the biggest pos-
itive for Kilkenny is the
return to form and fit-
ness of Cillian Buckley.
He has been magnificent

VERY NICE . . . cool Cat 
Tyrrell collaborated with 

Littlewoods to launch 
the Very Man collection

From Back Page
Shane Cooney will make
their SHC debuts for the
Tribesmen. Daithí Burke
(calf) is out.

Tipp have named 11 of
their All-Ireland-winning
team for tomorrow’s
Munster semi-final
against Limerick.

Seán O’Brien, Alan
Flynn, Jake Morris and
Mark Kehoe get the nod.

The Treaty make one
change as Darragh
O’Donovan replaces
Paddy O’Loughlin. 

Mayo have seven
Championship debutants
in the team to play Leit-
rim in tomorrow’s Con-
nacht quarter-final. 

Oisín Mullin, Rory
Brickenden, Eoghan
McLaughlin, Bryan
Walsh, Ryan O’Dono-
ghue, Jordan Flynn and
Tommy Conroy are all
named to start. 

KILKENNY (SHC v Dublin): E Murphy; C
Delaney, H Lawlor, C Wallace; P Walsh, P
Deegan, R Reid; C Buckley, C Fogarty; J
Donnelly, TJ Reid, W Walsh; B Ryan, C Fen-
nelly, E Cody.
DUBLIN: A Nolan; P Smyth, E O’Donnell, J

Madden; C Burke, D Gray, C O’Callaghan; S
Moran, R McBride; C Boland, C Crummey, D
Sutcliffe; D Burke, D Keogh, R Hayes.
WEXFORD (SHC v Galway): M Fanning; S

Donohue, L Ryan, D Reck; P Foley, M O’Han-
lon, S Murphy; K Foley, D O’Keeffe; J O’Con-
nor, L Chin, L Óg McGovern; R O’Connor, C
McDonald, P Morris. 
GALWAY: E Murphy; S Loftus, F Burke, A

Harte; P Mannion, G McInerney, S Cooney; C
Mannion, J Coen; C Cooney, J Canning, J
Cooney; B Concannon, C Whelan, J Flynn. 
TIPPERARY (SHC v Limerick): B Hogan; C

Barrett, B Heffernan, S O’Brien; R Maher, B
Maher, P Maher; N McGrath, A Flynn; M
Kehoe, J Forde, N O’Meara; J McGrath, S
Callanan, J Morris. 
LIMERICK: N Quaid; S Finn, D Morrissey, B

Nash; D Byrnes, D Hannon, D O’DOnovan; C
Lynch, W O’Donoghue; G Hegarty, K Hayes,
T Morrissey; G Mulcahy, A Gillane, P Casey.
CORK (SHC v Waterford): A Nash; D Cahal-

ane, C Spillane; S O’Donoghue; C Joyce, R
Downey, M Coleman; B Cooper, T O’Mahony;
S Harnedy, C Lehane, A Walsh; A Cadogan,
S Kingston, P Horgan. 
MAYO (SFC v Leitrim): D Clarke; O Mullin, S

Coen, L Keegan; P Durcan, R Brickenden, E
McLaughlin; M Ruane, C Loftus; B Walsh, R
O’Donoghue, J Flynn; T Conroy, A O’Shea, C
O’Connor.
LEITRIM: B Flynn; D Casey, D Wrynn, C

Reynolds; D Bruen, A Flynn, C McGloin; M
Plunkett, D Flynn; C Dolan, P Maguire, J Gil-
heany; S Quinn, E Sweeney, K Beirne. 

Tyrrell: Cat 
Cillian can
Buck trend

THUMBS

3.45pm, GAAGO

Dublin v 
Kilkenny
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HUGO
A SLOW
BURNER

HUGO
SIX NATIONS FRANCE v IRELAND

HUGO
A SLOW
BURNER

HUGO
SIX NATIONSSIX NATIONS

HUGO
A SLOW
BURNER

STORM IN A D CUP . . .
Hugo Keenan went from 
playing for Blackrock’s D 
team to scoring two tries 

on his Ireland debut against 
Italy last week

42 ............................................................ Saturday, October 31, 2020 1RM



Romain
in control
of Sexton

By PAT POWER

FRANCE fly-half Romain
Ntamack says Ireland
counterpart Johnny Sexton
is his role model.

Toulouse playmaker
Ntamack, 21, has been a
key man in France’s long-
overdue resurgence.

The 16-cap attacking
pivot seemingly needs lit-
tle help plotting his
nation’s new course.

But he revealed Leinster
star Sexton, 35, is one of
his major inspirations.

Ireland can claim a
fourth Six Nations title in
seven years with a bonus-
point victory over France
in Paris today and Ntam-
ack is relishing the
chance to pit his wits
against Sexton.

Ntamack said: “He is a
role model for me and I
believe for lots of players.
He is world class and
maybe the best fly-half of
the decade.

“He proves that every
weekend either for his
province or his country.
He is tireless and has
enormous experience.”

Sexton’s Test dominance
hit new heights in a stel-
lar 2018 where the Lein-
ster ace was named World
Rugby Player of the Year.

The Dubliner has no
intention of slowing down
despite his advancing
years, and Ntamack still
regards the 93-cap half-
back as among the
world’s best.

The son of former
France wing Emile, Ntam-
ack has always been
afforded a close view into
the Test arena.

So while he is happy to
praise Sexton he knows
full well that France must
shut him down in today’s
Six Nations decider.

Ntamack insisted: “He
may be a role model for
me but this weekend it is
imperative I do not allow
him the freedom to do
what he does best.”

The ace has forged a
formidable half-back pair-
ing with Antoine Dupont
for club and country.

But Ntamack knows Ire-
land’s Conor Murray and
Sexton remain the pre-em-
inent northern hemisphere
half-backs for now.

Asked to appraise Mur-
ray and Sexton as a pair-
ing, Ntamack replied: “We
know them very well. 

“They are Ireland’s key
players.” 
 FRANCE: Bouthier, Rattez, Vakatawa,
Vincent, Fickou, Ntamack, Dupont;
Baille; Marchand, Haouas, Le Roux, Wil-
lemse, Cros, Ollivon (c), Alldritt. Reps:
Chat, Gros, Bamba, Taofifenua, Cretin,
Serin, Retiere, Ramos.

NTAMACK . . . praise

HUGO KEENAN could win a
Six Nations in his second
game as an Ireland player.

On his first, a week ago, he
marked the occasion with

two tries although that
was not enough to claim

the man-of-the-match
award, which went

to fellow debutant
Will Connors.

If that suggests
he is a man who

likes to make
an early
impression, the
winger’s career
to date suggests

otherwise.
Following his

bow against Italy,
pictures circulated

online of him being on
the bench for Blackrock’s

Under-14 C team a decade
previously.
By his own admission, he has

been something of a slow burner
when it comes to making it to the
top of his profession.

Keenan said: “I remember that
year, I was the Ds’ captain. In third
year I got on to the Cs. In fourth
year, I was sub for the social team.

“It was only in fifth and sixth
year that I started pushing through.
And sixth year was actually my
first playing for the firsts. 

“It’s always been slow and steady.
I think I’m getting there.

“I would have been a late
call-up to the academy and doing
my three years in the Leinster
academy so it has been a bit of
a slow process but I’m only 24
and hopefully I’ve plenty more
years coming along. I think it’s
worked out so far.”

Although it seems to have
ultimately served him well,
his interest in other sports
may have mitigated against
an early breakthrough.

Wanted by GAA heavy-
weights Kilmacud Crokes
after starring for his
school, St Mary’s of Boot-
erstown, in the Cumann
na mBunscol champion-
ships in 2007, football
was his first love.

A nephew of Keith

Dignam — who won the FAI Cup
with UCD and lined out against
Everton in the Cup Winners Cup
the following season — he starred
for College’s partner club Mount
Merrion.

Asked if that held him back
rugby-wise, Keenan said: “There
was a case of that, football was
probably my first love but also I
wasn’t good enough.

“I wasn’t getting on the firsts or
seconds for a reason. As an out-
half, I was quite small. I only
moved to back three in fifth year
and that’s when I started pushing
on. That’s when I made the deci-
sion to give up football.

“I don’t think it was a case
that I should have been on the
Under-14 As. Just at the time, I
suppose I wasn’t good enough.”

Thereafter, there was quick
progress.

He was part of the squad for the
2016 Under-20 Rugby World Cup
when they became the first Irish
male side to beat New Zealand en
route to reaching the final.

The following year, Andrew Por-
ter, James Ryan and Jacob Stock-
dale all progressed to Test rugby
under Joe Schmidt, with the latter
two quickly establishing themselves
as regulars.

But it was not until Max Deegan
— now sidelined with a serious
knee injury — came off the bench
against Wales last February that

the next player from that crop
made their senior debut.

Connors and Keenan followed
last weekend and the winger
insisted there was no jealousy at
seeing others make the step up
before he did.

He said: “No, it was definitely an
inspiration.

“When you’re playing with lads
all the way through, Under-19s,
Under-20s and six months later
they’re playing for the international
team, it gives you courage and hope
that you’ll be able to make that
step up — maybe not as quickly,
but it seems a lot closer when you
do see those guys step up. 

“When you see them doing so
well, you do go, ‘Oh jeez, maybe I
could do that’ and you start believ-
ing a bit more. It starts becoming a
bit more in-sight and you start
driving for a bit more.”

Connors and Keenan both headed
off to play for Ireland Sevens.

That was a clear strategic deci-
sion with a targeted outcome but
Keenan admitted that, for a time, it
did mean a breakthrough in 15-a-
side seemed a long way off.

He said: “I suppose you naturally
do, they’re two different codes. I
hadn’t even broken into the Lein-
ster team at that stage.

“That was my focus, to go off to
Sevens to develop my game to
come back and try and get that
senior contract for Leinster. That
was my goal at the time. My focus
was on that.

“It was sort of the start of the
full-time Sevens programme, no
one had been through it before, so
I don’t think there was a stigma or
anything like that. It was all new

for me and the other academy guys
that came in with me as well. 

“With Leinster, it was always
working with both to mix and
match as best as possible.

“It’s steps as you go along. It’s
getting into the Leinster side, mak-
ing your first few starts and then
owning the jersey, as Leo Cullen
likes to say, when lads are away in
international rugby, that’s when you
get your shot.

“You look at Leinster now, and
all those debuts on Friday last
week and those lads will be doing
the exact same now.”

After one appearance for Leinster
in both the 2016-17 and 2017-18
campaigns, and three in 2018-19,
Keenan made his real mark last
season.

That propelled him towards inter-
national recognition but, after this
weekend, he will have newly-eligi-
ble James Lowe as competition at
international as well as provincial
level, so the onus is on him to
deliver again.

Keenan said: “One hundred per
cent. There’s so much competition.
James has been unbelievable for
Leinster and he’s raring to go for
Ireland now.

“It’s just about taking these
opportunities, keep putting my hand
up and making it hard for Andy
Farrell when James does become
available, the same with Keith
Earls.

“Hopefully, I will have done
enough to keep playing, whether it’s
at 11, 14, or 15. It’s just about taking
these opportunities and I have to
take it week-on-week. I was worry-
ing about Italy last week and now
I’ll worry about this French game.”

And, given they will most likely
need a bonus-point win in Paris,
that is enough to be worrying
about.

Keenan is glad that, with England
in action earlier in the day, it will
at least be clear what is required.

He said: “They’re always tough,
tight games against France. I think
it’s only three or four times they’ve
come away with a win there.

“I suppose we’ll be focusing on
the win first. Having the target
means we know what we have to
do and what will be enough.”
 IRELAND: Stockdale, Conway, Henshaw, Aki, Keenan,
Sexton (c), Murray; Healy, Herring, Porter, Beirne, Ryan,
Doris, Connors, Stander Reps: Heffernan, Byrne, Bealham,
Dillane, O’Mahony, Gibson-Park, Byrne, Farrell.

SIMON EASTERBY says Ireland are no softies who
will flop on the big occasion.

Ireland take on France in Paris this evening know-
ing a bonus-point win will secure Six Nations glory.

That is a hard enough task in France anyway, with-
out Ireland forwards coach Easterby learning yester-
day that former Munster chief Rassie Erasmus
thinks the Irish have gone soft. 

Erasmus left Munster for his native South Africa,
who he guided to victory in last year’s World Cup,
and the Chasing the Sun documentary has footage
of him ridiculing the Ireland team. 

During his pre-match team talk before the semi-
final against Wales, Erasmus says of the Dragons:
“They are not softies, they’re not like Ireland.

“They’re not like England, who go away. They
are tough f***ers.”

Easterby (right) was unaware of the comment
but shrugged it off, saying the pack he
coaches will be tough when it matters tonight.

He declared: “If that’s Rassie’s opinion
then clearly that’s something he has used

to try and motivate his players to put
in a performance against the Welsh.

It is what it is.
“It’s not something I’d take too

much time mulling over. I know
you’ll see a performance that,
regardless of what Rassie

Erasmus said in that quote, would suggest other-
wise. I can’t wait to see what we’re going to deliver,
the stuff from the forward pack. 

“We’ve been working with John Fogarty on the
scrum and the contact area, myself at the lineout
time. We have to get on the front foot.

“To do that we have to have a mentality and a
mindset to go after the French.

“What other people’s perception of us is, it’s
exactly that, it’s someone else’s opinion. There is a
real single-mindedness about some of these play-

ers . . . that gives me massive confidence.”
Easterby does acknowledge that this
Ireland side has struggled against big

teams in the past but he added: “I
genuinely think this team is start-
ing to understand what it takes
to be physical, what it takes to
win collisions, what it takes to

prevent the opposition from getting
into the game with that physicality
and winning those collisions.

“There’s times in the last 20 months
when we haven’t won those and that’s
all clear for people to see — but don’t
underestimate what this group can do.”

NO SOFT OPTION
By OWEN COWZER

the next player from that crop for me and the other academy guys

But Keenan caught up quickly

Having the target 
means we know 

what we have to do, 
what will be enough

FRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELAND 8.05pm, 
Virgin Media One/

BBC

By NEIL
O’RIORDAN

CHIEF SPORTS WRITER

HUGO KEENAN could win a
Six Nations in his second
game as an Ireland player.

On his first, a week ago, he
marked the occasion with

two tries although that
was not enough to claim

the man-of-the-match
award, which went

to fellow debutant
Will Connors.

If that suggests
he is a man who

likes to make
an early
impression, the
winger’s career
to date suggests

otherwise.
Following his

bow against Italy,
pictures circulated

online of him being on
the bench for Blackrock’s

Under-14 C team a decade
previously.
By his own admission, he has

been something of a slow burner
when it comes to making it to the
top of his profession.

Keenan said: “I remember that
year, I was the Ds’ captain. In third
year I got on to the Cs. In fourth
year, I was sub for the social team.

“It was only in fifth and sixth
year that I started pushing through.
And sixth year was actually my
first playing for the firsts. 

“It’s always been slow and steady.
I think I’m getting there.

“I would have been a late
call-up to the academy and doing
my three years in the Leinster
academy so it has been a bit of
a slow process but I’m only 24
and hopefully I’ve plenty more
years coming along. I think it’s
worked out so far.”

Although it seems to have
ultimately served him well,
his interest in other sports
may have mitigated against
an early breakthrough.

Wanted by GAA heavy-
weights Kilmacud Crokes
after starring for his
school, St Mary’s of Boot-
erstown, in the Cumann
na mBunscol champion-
ships in 2007, football
was his first love.

A nephew of Keith

Dignam — who won the FAI Cup
with UCD and lined out against
Everton in the Cup Winners Cup
the following season — he starred
for College’s partner club Mount
Merrion.

Asked if that held him back
rugby-wise, Keenan said: “There
was a case of that, football was
probably my first love but also I
wasn’t good enough.

“I wasn’t getting on the firsts or
seconds for a reason. As an out-
half, I was quite small. I only
moved to back three in fifth year
and that’s when I started pushing
on. That’s when I made the deci-
sion to give up football.

“I don’t think it was a case
that I should have been on the
Under-14 As. Just at the time, I
suppose I wasn’t good enough.”

Thereafter, there was quick
progress.

He was part of the squad for the
2016 Under-20 Rugby World Cup
when they became the first Irish
male side to beat New Zealand en
route to reaching the final.

The following year, Andrew Por-
ter, James Ryan and Jacob Stock-
dale all progressed to Test rugby
under Joe Schmidt, with the latter
two quickly establishing themselves
as regulars.

But it was not until Max Deegan
— now sidelined with a serious
knee injury — came off the bench
against Wales last February that

SIMON EASTERBY says Ireland are no softies who
will flop on the big occasion.

Ireland take on France in Paris this evening know-
ing a bonus-point win will secure Six Nations glory.

That is a hard enough task in France anyway, with-
out Ireland forwards coach Easterby learning yester-
day that former Munster chief Rassie Erasmus
thinks the Irish have gone soft. 

Erasmus left Munster for his native South Africa,
who he guided to victory in last year’s World Cup,
and the Chasing the Sun documentary has footage
of him ridiculing the Ireland team. 

During his pre-match team talk before the semi-
final against Wales, Erasmus says of the Dragons:
“They are not softies, they’re not like Ireland.

“They’re not like England, who go away. They
are tough f***ers.”

Easterby (right)Easterby (right)Easterby  was unaware of the comment (right) was unaware of the comment (right)
but shrugged it off, saying the pack he
coaches will be tough when it matters tonight.

He declared: “If that’s Rassie’s opinion
then clearly that’s something he has used

to try and motivate his players to put
in a performance against the Welsh.

It is what it is.
“It’s not something I’d take too

much time mulling over. I know
you’ll see a performance that,
regardless of what Rassie

NO SOFT OPTION

HUGO KEENAN could win a

But Keenan caught up quicklyBut Keenan caught up quickly

Having the target Having the target Having the target 
means we know means we know means we know 

what we have to do,what we have to do,what we have to do,
what will be enoughwhat will be enoughwhat will be enough

FRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELANDFRANCE v IRELAND

By NEIL
O’RIORDAN

CHIEF SPORTS WRITER

SIX NATIONS
P W D L F A Pts

Ireland 4 3 0 1 105 67 14

England 4 3 0 1 87 72 13

France 4 3 0 1 103 90 13

Scotland 4 2 0 2 63 49 10

Wales 4 1 0 3 109 84 7

Italy 4 0 0 4 39 144 0
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Richie McCaw as the most-capped
player in rugby history.

He said: “To be honest, I feel
slightly uncomfortable being in
this position. 

“For me, I’ve always operated on
the principle that you are only as
good as you were in your last
match — and in your next one —
and I feel fortunate that there
have been so many next ones.

“I’m very conscious of what this

A Hen do to
remember

WYN OR FORGET ITWYN OR FORGET IT
SIX NATIONS

By DAVID FACEY

ALUN WYN JONES has
hated every minute of the
“sideshow” surrounding his
world-record 149th international
appearance today.

And he insists there will be no
romance about the occasion, unless
he helps Wales end a run of four
successive defeats when they face
Scotland in their rescheduled Six
Nations clash at Parc Y Scarlets.

Jones, 35, has always tried to
avoid the limelight. It has been no
different as the Wales captain pre-
pares to overtake All Blacks icon

match means to the people of
Wales, especially when there is a
lockdown and many people feel
they need some kind of distraction.

“So if there’s any celebrating to
be done, it will be after the game.

“First, we need a performance,
and we need a win, and any sort
of romantic aspect can wait until
after that.”
 WALES: Halfpenny; Williams, Davies, Watkin, Adams;
Biggar, Davies; Carre, Elias, Francis, Rowlands, Wyn
Jones (c), Lewis-Hughes, Tipuric, Faletau. Reps: Parry,
Jones, Lewis, Hill, Davies, Williams, Patchell, Tompkins.
 SCOTLAND: Hogg (c); Graham, Harris, Lang, Kinghorn;
Russell, Price; Sutherland, Brown, Fagerson, Cummings,
Gray, Ritchie, Watson, Thomson. Reps: McInally, Kebble,
Berghan, Toolis, du Preez, Steele, Hastings, van der Merwe.

Wales v Scotland,
2.15pm, Virgin M1 & BBC1

By JONNY FORDHAM

HENRY SLADE can complete
a rugby hat-trick today that
will never be bettered.

Slade and his Exeter Chiefs
team-mate Jonny Hill are going for
a third trophy in as many weeks —
to go with their European Cup and
Premiership trophy triumphs.

And with England gunning for
glory against Italy in Rome, Slade
could win a unique Grand Slam of
titles — after the Six Nations finale
was put back 237 days.

Red-hot centre Slade scored in
the Champions Cup showdown and
Prem final, a game in which he
was also named man of the match.

And the 27-year-old Exeter ace
said: “Hopefully we will go and do
the job because we have got a
massive prize.

“We’ve had a good couple of
weeks with the club, a good season
and hopefully we can bring that
sort of form up here. 

“I’m really excited to get stuck
in and I hope we can do some-
thing really special.

“I’ve not really won a Six
Nations having played a decent
part of it, so it is something I am
really excited about.”

 England need to score at least
four tries for a bonus-point to
capture the title, on a day in
which Ben Youngs becomes just
the second English centurion with
his 100th cap against the Italian
whipping boys.

After landing in lockdown Italy
they have been stuck in their hotel
due to strict Covid rules. But No 8

Billy Vunipola plans to dish out
some PlayStation beatings on Fifa
before kicking off against the
Azzurri.

Having played in the 2015 shoot-
out, when Ireland won the Champ-
ionship on the final day, Vunipola
said: “You could say that I am a
bit of a coiled spring. 

“We don’t want the game to
become a Sevens festival, we want
to play good English rugby and
that’s a solid platform for the
backs, and from us up front, then
hopefully when the game does
break up a little bit we put some
points on the board.

“One thing that I personally
learnt from 2015 was we went out
there with the intention of trying
to put points on the board, I think
we let it be too frantic.

“We just let too many points slip
past us and I think that has been
the focus this week.” 

Vunipola pulls on an England
shirt for the first time since the
World Cup final defeat to South
Africa almost a year ago.

And after admitting that he felt
he was a bad influence off the
pitch, he warned Italy: “Hopefully I
can do my talking on the pitch.”
 ENGLAND: Furbank; Watson, Joseph, Slade, May; Farrell
(c), Youngs; M Vunipola, George, Sinckler, Itoje, Hill,
Curry, Underhill, B Vunipola. Reps: Dunn, Genge, Stuart,
Ewels, Earl, Robson, Lawrence, Thorley.
 ITALY: Minozzi; Padovani, Morisi, Canna, Bellini; Garbisi,
Violi; Fischetti, Bigi (c), Zilocchi, Lazzaroni, Cannone,
Negri, Steyn, Polledri. Reps: Lucchesi, Ferrari, Ceccarelli,
Sisi, Meyer, Mbanda, Palazzani, Mori.

Italy v England,
4.45pm, Virgin Media 1

remember
By JONNY FORDHAM

HENRY SLADE can complete
a rugby hat-trick today that

Italy v England,
4.45pm, Virgin Media 1

SLADE’S HAT-TRICK AIM

SLADE 
RUNNER

. . . England 
star Henry 

Slade eyes Six 
Nations joy
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SHEIKH UP
AT DERBY

DERBY are close to
being taken over by a
member of the Abu
Dhabi royal family.

Sheikh Khaled bin
Zayed Al Nehayan is
worth a reported
£15BILLION.

And he is believed to
be in the final stages of
negotiations to buy the
Rams from current
owner Mel Morris.

Last year, he was
listed as the fourth
richest royal in the
world behind the King
of Saudi Arabia, the

Sultan of Brunei and
the King of Thailand

In 2018, the Sheikh
attempted a £2bn
takeover of Liverpool,
which would have been
a world record for the
most expensive buyout
in the history of foot-
ball. Khaled then
offered Mike Ashley
£350million for Newcas-
tle but talks stalled.

Morris has made no
secret of the fact he
has been looking for

new investment or a
potential takeover for
the past two years.

He invested millions
in trying to get Derby
into the Premier League
but they have never
made it past the play-
off final.

Boss Phillip Cocu has a
good working relation-
ship with Morris who
backed the Dutchman
after Derby’s poor start
to the season. 

Wayne Rooney is
back in the line-up at
Bournemouth today
after self-isolating.

By GRAHAM HILL

INTEREST . . . Sheikh Khaled

Football is
the loser in
Brexit battle

BREXIT talk has been buried
among the turmoil induced by
Covid-19. 

But within English football, the
FA and Premier League are in
hand-to-hand combat as they con-
sider how to amend the current
regulations on foreign players once
Britain leaves the European Union
on January 1.

Roughly, they stand at the right
of each club to include 17 foreign
players. The question is how and
why they qualify to work alongside
the homegrown players in a
25-man squad.

This may seem a fair compro-
mise, except Brexit will destroy
the rights of EU members not to
require visas. 

In the future they will — and
visas will not be particularly easy
to acquire if a player isn’t of the
highest quality.

Though it is regarded as some
sort of consolation that the new
system will simplify moves for
non-Europeans.

Did I write ‘simplify’? Sorry
about that . . .  

Buying footballers is going to
become even more complicated —
about as straightforward as cross-
ing a minefield on a steamroller. 

The part played by FA
chairman Greg Clarke in Project
Big Picture leaves him as wide
open as an empty goal to criticism
for anything and everything. 

After all, it was him, Rick Parry
and six Prem clubs who all played
a part in attempting to consign the
remaining 14 teams to bit-parts of
the league. 

The FA’s plan would increase the
restrictions of a points-based sys-
tem and impact the Prem as other
European leagues have no restric-
tions when recruiting overseas
players. 

They can recruit talent earlier
and at a reduced price. 

And the FA’s preferred system
would prevent the Prem from
recruiting the best young high-
potential talent.

However European clubs will be
able to recruit equivalent British
talent — for example, Borussia
Dortmund signing midfielder Jude
Bellingham, 17.

Clarke makes these recommen-
dations on the grounds that the
England team would eventually
benefit.

But if, as is often charged, the
Prem’s driving force is money

then, equally, the FA assertion is
from dreamland. 

National-team success is based
on a small pool of high-quality
players as opposed to having large
volumes available. 

The big five nations use on aver-
age 40 players each season in
competitive and friendly matches.
It is not about quantity — it is
about quality. 

England have won nothing since
1966 but in more recent seasons,
the quality of squads has been
improved by foreign managers,
staff and players — the supply of
skilled youngsters has grown
impressively. 

From Trent Alexander-Arnold
through to Marcus Rashford, the
prospects keep coming for England
boss Gareth Southgate.

As a result, his team is success-
ful and young — ranked fourth in
the world and with an average age
of 24.9 years.

There were 189 English players
appearing on the Prem pitch last
season.

There are degrees of agreement
between all sides — including the
government.

They like the prestige of the
Premier League, recently classified
the No 1 league in the world. 

They also like the worldwide
appeal. Most of all, they relish the
income they get from it in tax —
£6BILLION at the last count.

And, let’s face it, they need all
the tax they can get their hands
on these days.

But in Britain, we can’t help fid-
dling with what works. 

The current squad ratio requir-
ing eight homegrown players in
your 25-man squad operates well.
So, give or take minor adjust-
ments, does the football structure.

The football landscape between
club and country has a good bal-
ance of quality and does not need
intervention.

The Home Office gives ultimate
authority over football to the gov-
erning body, the FA.

However, the Prem is known to
impress ministers who understand
wealth and strength add up to a
lot of negotiating muscle.

Which is why if there is no
agreement with the FA, Prem chief
executive Richard Masters’ alterna-
tive proposal will be given a wor-
thy hearing in Westminster.

Whatever happens, changes are
coming — just another challenge
for football clubs to negotiate.

Real kick 
in the Vals

EX-FIFA secretary Jerome
Valcke has been found
guilty of corruption, while
PSG president Nasser
Al-Khelaifi was acquitted. 

Valcke is convicted
of forging
documents 
linked to
World Cup
broadcast 
deals in Italy
and France. 

He rec-
eived a 120-
day sus-
pended sentence and has
been ordered to pay
€1.75million. 

Al-Khelaifi (above) was
charged with inciting
aggravated criminal mis-
management — but the
judge dropped all charges.

DOR CLOSES . . . superkid 
Jude Bellingham has been 
snapped up by Dortmund

Karren   Brady
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UNITED THIS
SEASON
IN ALL

COMPETITIONS

Games ............................ 8
Win rate ......................62%
Goals per game ............ 1.9
Conceded per game...... 1.8

Games ............................ 4
Win rate ......................75%
Goals per game ............ 2.8
Conceded per game...... 0.5

UP TO
SPURS
DEFEAT

AFTER
SPURS
DEFEAT

Wins
3

Draws
1

Defeats
0

Wins
5 Defeats

3Draws
0

we lost rather than just the
results. I am not concerned about
the performances because we can
see how we are evolving and we

have won quite a few games
against the bigger teams.

“Now we have to do it in
a more consistent way.

“We know the things
that we still have to
improve as a team but we
are also aware of how far

we have come.
“But I’m aware that it’s

been 14 years since Arsenal last
won a league game at United and
this is the perfect scenario to go
there and end that run.”

Both Arsenal and United are in

PREMPREM
MIKEL ARTETA is out to end
Arsenal’s 14 years of Old
Trafford misery tomorrow and
save his revolution from stalling.

Not since Emmanuel Adebayor
scored an 86th-minute winner
back in September 2006 have
the Gunners come away
from Manchester United
with all three points.

And after losing three of
their last four Premier
League games in the past
month, Arteta (right) knows
his team cannot afford
another poor result.

He said: “The margins were
very small in all three of those
defeats against Liverpool, Man-
chester City and Leicester and I
am more focused on the reasons

MAN U v ARSENALMAN U v ARSENALMAN U v ARSENAL
the bottom half of the Premier
League table and struggling to
keep pace with the leaders.

It is a far cry from the days
when these two were slugging it
out for the title.

And Arteta, whose side beat
Dundalk 3-0 in the Europa League
on Thursday, admits he will miss
the atmosphere that clashes
between the sides used to generate
when they play at an empty Old
Trafford.

He said: “It is a difficult situation
and we are suffering when the
supporters are not in the stadium.

“I need them to know how much
the players are putting in so they
can feel the connection with them.”
 ARSENAL (likely): Leno, Mustafi, Gabriel, Tierney, Bellerin,
Ceballos, Partey, Xhaka, Aubameyang, Lacazette, Saka.

MAN U v ARSENALMAN U v ARSENALMAN U v ARSENALMAN U v ARSENAL
the bottom half of the Premier

struggling to

a far cry from the days
were slugging it

And Arteta, whose side beat
Dundalk 3-0 in the Europa League
on Thursday, admits he will miss

atmosphere that clashes
between the sides used to generate
when they play at an empty Old

He said: “It is a difficult situation
and we are suffering when the
supporters are not in the stadium.

“I need them to know how much
the players are putting in so they
can feel the connection with them.”

 Leno, Mustafi, Gabriel, Tierney, Bellerin,

Spurred
on
OLE: 6-1

DISASTER
HAS MADE

US STRONGER
OLE GUNNAR SOLSKJAER
had to ‘deal with’ his squad
behind closed doors after the
6-1 mauling by Tottenham
that threatened Manchester
United’s season and his job.

Captain Harry Maguire has
since said it felt like a crisis fol-
lowing that Old Trafford embar-
rassment.

Now boss Solskjaer, who sur-
vived the home hammering to
reach a landmark 100th game in
charge of United against Arsenal
tomorrow, admits he had to move
on quickly to address the problems
before things got out of hand.

He said: “Any result as brutal as
a 6-1 would have to get a
response and it has been dealt
with internally.

“We’ve tweaked a couple of
things, we’ve got players fit and I
think the manner of defeat wasn’t
something that we should ever
have to be confronted with again.

“Then again things happen in
football these days but the
response has been fantastic, that’s
what I’m concerned about,
because we wanted to finish that
off as soon as we could and just
move forward.”

Since then, United are unbeaten
in four games, winning 4-1 at
Newcastle as well as a goalless
draw with Chelsea in the Premier
League, plus impressive wins in
the Champions League over Paris
Saint-Germain and RB Leipzig.

Solskjaer said: “I’ve been very
pleased with the
response after what
we did early on
in the season.

“Now we feel
fit and strong
and competitive
in every
game. We
are 
looking 
like a
Man-

chester United squad. I’ve got
competition for places. That is
probably the only way you can
last in what is the most intense
league in the world for me.”

In the short term, Solskjaer
wants his United players to
deliver a win to celebrate his per-
sonal milestone in style. He
added: “I’m looking forward to it.

“I’m surprised it’s 100, it’s gone
really quickly even though a lot
has happened so let’s hope I can
celebrate No  100 with a good
performance and a good result.
I’ve enjoyed it so far.”

A win will push United up the
table as both Solskjaer and his
Arsenal counterpart Mikel Arteta
try to find the formula to chall-
enge for the Prem title again.

When Solskjaer was a player,
United v Arsenal was a pivotal
fixture in the calendar.

He said: “It was between us and
Arsenal to win the league, so that
was a very fierce rivalry.

“There are all sorts of stories
about what happened — that’s the
passion, the excitement, the
importance of those games.

“Of course we knew if we took
six points off them that would be
us winning the league more or
less and vice versa.

“There have been some unbe-
lievable games, some fond memo-
ries, some bad memories. There is
still a rivalry and still the history.

“But we just need to put points
    on the board.”

Alex Telles is miss-
ing from the
United squad
after testing
positive for

Covid-19.
 MAN UNITED

(likely): De Gea,
Wan Bissaka, Lin-
delof, Maguire,
Shaw, Fred,
Matic, Pogba, Fer-
nandes, Green-
wood, Rashford.

US STRONGER
GUNNAR BE BETTER . . .
Solskjaer feels his players

learned from the whopping 
against Spurs and next up is 

Arsenal tomorrow

Tomorrow, 
4.30pm

UNITED THIS
SEASON
IN ALL

COMPETITIONS

Games ............................ 8
Win rate ......................62%
Goals per game ............ 1.9
Conceded per game...... 1.8

Games ............................ 4
Win rate ......................75%
Goals per game ............ 2.8
Conceded per game...... 0.5
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3

Draws
1
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0

Wins
5 Defeats

3Draws
0

Arteta is Gunner end Utd woe
By MARK IRWIN

ON THE UP . . . 
Rashford, Maguire and 
others during win over 

RB Leipzig

By NEIL CUSTIS
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Berge in
for Erl-y 
learning

By OSCAR PAUL

SANDER BERGE is ready
to fight fire with fire
against Manchester City.

The Norway midfielder,
22, has been studying
compatriot and red-hot
Dortmund striker Erling
Haaland in a bid to get
more goals for struggling
Sheffield United.

Berge, signed as a defen-
sive midfielder but now
playing in a more advanced
role, said: “I have to add
goals and assists because
that’s what the demands
are in that position.

“It felt kind of weird
playing in the last third
because I’ve just watched
attacks for the last three
years. It’s not that I can’t
finish, it’s just making it
feel more natural.

“That’s where I’m trying
to look at Erling, he’s
always anticipating and
reading where the ball will
come. I’m lost for words
with what he does every
week. He never stops.”

On facing Manchester
City with just a point so
far, he said: “We should
just go at them — and
everything is possible.”
SHEFF UTD (likely): Ramsdale, Basham,
Egan, Stevens, Baldock, Berge, Ampadu,
Norwood, Osborn, Brewster, McBurnie.

(3.0 unless stated)

PREMIER LEAGUE
 2 Burnley v Chelsea (BT Sport Box Office).............
 3 Liverpool v West Ham (Sky Sports Prem) ..  5.30
 6 Sheff Utd v Man City (BT Sport 1).............  12.30

SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
 8 Barnsley v Watford ...............................................
 9 Bournemouth v Derby ..........................................
10 Bristol City v Norwich (Sky Sports Football) .  12.30
11 Coventry v Reading...................................... VOID

(Rearranged, played last night)
12 Luton v Brentford .................................................
13 Middlesbrough v Nottm Forest ...........................
14 Millwall v Huddersfield.........................................
15 Preston v Birmingham..........................................
16 QPR v Cardiff ..........................................................
17 Stoke v Rotherham...............................................
18 Swansea v Blackburn............................................
19 Wycombe v Sheff Wed .........................................

SKY BET LEAGUE ONE
20 Accrington Stanley v Plymouth....................OFF

(Postponed due to positive Covid-19 tests at Accrington)
21 Burton Albion v Blackpool ...................................
22 Doncaster v Lincoln City.......................................
23 Fleetwood Town v Oxford Utd ............................
24 Gillingham v Sunderland................................  1.0
25 Ipswich v Crewe ....................................................
26 MK Dons v AFC Wimbledon ...................................
27 Peterborough v Shrewsbury ...............................
28 Portsmouth v Charlton ........................................
29 Rochdale v Bristol Rovers ....................................
30 Swindon v Hull .......................................................
31 Wigan v Northampton..........................................

SKY BET LEAGUE TWO
32 Barrow v Bradford ................................................
33 Cheltenham v Forest Green .................................
34 Crawley Town v Cambridge Utd..........................
35 Exeter v Carlisle ..............................................  1.0
36 Leyton Orient v Bolton .........................................
37 Mansfield v Walsall ...............................................
38 Newport County v Harrogate Town ...................
39 Salford City v Oldham ...........................................
40 Southend v Port Vale............................................
41 Stevenage v Grimsby............................................
42 Tranmere v Morecambe .......................................

WILLIAM HILL CUP: Semi-final
47 Hearts v Hibernian (BBC Scotland)................  5.0

(Hampden Park)

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
43 Dundee Utd v Ross County ...................................
45 Livingston v Motherwell ......................................

SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIP
48 Dundee v Raith ......................................................
49 Dunfermline v Queen of South............................
 - Inverness CT v Arbroath........................................
 - Morton v Ayr ...........................................................

SCOTTISH LEAGUE ONE
 - Airdrieonians v Dumbarton ..................................
 - Clyde v Peterhead ..................................................
 - Cove Rangers v Partick..........................................
 - Falkirk v East Fife...................................................
 - Forfar v Montrose ..................................................

SCOTTISH LEAGUE TWO
 - Albion v Brechin .....................................................
 - Cowdenbeath v Stenhousemuir...........................
 - Edinburgh City v Elgin ...........................................
 - Stirling v Annan Athletic.......................................
 - Stranraer v Queen’s Park ......................................

VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE - Bromley v Eastleigh, Dover
v Altrincham, Hartlepool v Torquay (BT Sport 1, 5.20), King’s Lynn
Town v Woking, Maidenhead Utd v Solihull Moors, Stockport County
v Weymouth, Yeovil v Chesterfield. Off - Boreham Wood v Dag &
Red (due to positive Covid-19 tests at Dag & Red), FC Halifax v
Wealdstone (due to positive Covid-19 tests at FC Halifax), Wrexham
v Sutton Utd (due to positive Covid-19 tests at Wrexham).
VANARAMA NATIONAL NORTH - AFC Fylde v Farsley Celtic,
AFC Telford v Alfreton Town, Bradford P A v Chorley, Curzon Ashton v
Darlington, Gloucester v Chester FC, Guiseley v Brackley, Kiddermin-
ster v Blyth Spartans, Southport v Boston Utd, Spennymoor Town v
Hereford FC.
VANARAMA NATIONAL SOUTH - Billericay v Ebbsfleet United,
Braintree Town v Hemel Hempstead, Dartford v Havant & Waterloo-
ville, Dulwich v Chelmsford, Eastbourne Borough v Welling,
Hungerford Town v Dorking Wanderers, Maidstone Utd v Concord
Rangers, Oxford City v Hampton & Richmond, Slough v Bath City,
St Albans v Chippenham.
THE BUILDBASE FA TROPHY: 3rd Round Qualifying -
AFC Rushden & Diamonds v Ilkeston Town, Ashton Utd v Clitheroe,
Aveley v Beaconsfield Town, Barking v Sittingbourne, Basford Utd v
Alvechurch, Biggleswade Town v Heybridge Swifts, Bishop’s Stort-
ford v Brentwood Town, Bognor Regis Town v Tooting & Mitcham,
Bowers & Pitsea v Hornchurch, Bracknell Town v Cinderford,
Brighouse Town v Buxton, Bromsgrove Sporting v Coleshill Town,
Burgess Hill Town v Harrow Borough, Chesham Utd v Whyteleafe,
Coggeshall Town v Wingate & Finchley, Corby Town v Hednesford
Town, Corinthian Casuals v Hendon, Dorchester Town v Gosport Bor-
ough, East Thurrock v Cheshunt, Enfield Town v Ramsgate, Evesham
Utd v Leek Town, FC United of Manchester v Marske Utd, Faversham
Town v Haringey Borough, Felixstowe & Walton Utd v Met Police,
Frome Town v Farnborough, Glossop North End v Workington, Hart-
ley Wintney v Poole Town, Hastings Utd v Ashford Town (Middx),
Highworth Town v Swindon Supermarine, Hitchin Town v Herne Bay,
Horsham v Welwyn Garden City, Hyde United v Frickley Athletic,
Kings Langley v Brightlingsea Regent, Leatherhead v Potters Bar
Town, Leiston v Worthing, Loughborough Dynamo v Bedford Town,
Lowestoft Town v Lewes, Maldon & Tiptree v Kingstonian, Marine v
Stalybridge, Marlow v Berkhamsted, Merstham v Carshalton Ath,
Mickleover Sports v Dereham Town, Moneyfields v Kidlington, Mor-
peth Town v Whitby, Needham Market v Three Bridges, Newcastle
Town v Nuneaton Borough, Peterborough Sports v Gainsborough,
Pickering Town v Runcorn Linnets, Radcliffe v Bamber Bridge, Red-
ditch Utd v Nantwich Town, Royston Town v Hythe Town, Rushall
Olympic v Barwell, Salisbury FC v Tiverton Town, South Shields v
Colne, St Ives Town v Stafford Rangers, St Neots Town v Worksop
Town, Stourbridge v Stamford, Stratford Town v Kidsgrove Ath, Tam-
worth v Banbury Utd, Taunton Town v Truro City, Thame Utd v Wim-
borne Town, Uxbridge v Hayes & Yeading Utd, Walton Casuals v
Folkestone Invicta, Warrington Town v Lancaster City, Weston-S-Mare
v Larkhall Athletic, Whitehawk v Cray Wanderers, Yate Town v Bide-
ford, Yaxley v Grantham. Off - Atherton Collieries v City of Liverpool
(now playing Wednesday). Cancelled - Scarborough Athletic v
Witton Albion (due to positive Covid-19 tests at Scarborough -
Witton Albion progress to first round).
CYMRU PREMIER - Haverfordwest County v Bala Town
(S4C, 5.15).

TOMORROW
PREMIER LEAGUE

 1 Aston Villa v Southampton (SS Box Office). 12.0
 4 Man Utd v Arsenal (Sky Sports Prem) ........  4.30
 5 Newcastle v Everton (Sky Sports Prem)......  2.0
 7 Tottenham v Brighton (SS Box Office)....... 7.15

WILLIAM HILL CUP: Semi-final
46 Celtic v Aberdeen.......................................... 2.30

(Hampden Park)

SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
44 Kilmarnock v Rangers (Sky Sports Football) .  12.0
THE BUILDBASE FA TROPHY: 3rd Round Qualifying -
Aylesbury Utd v Margate.
WOMEN’S FA CUP FINAL - Everton v Man City (BBC1 & BT Sport
1, 2.30, Wembley Stadium).

MONDAY
PREMIER LEAGUE

 - Fulham v West Brom (Sky Sports Box Office). 5.30
 - Leeds v Leicester (Sky Sports Prem).............. 8.0

VANARAMA NATIONAL NORTH - Bradford P A v Boston Utd (7.45).

POOLSPREMPREM SHEFF U v MAN CITYSHEFF U v MAN CITY

STRAIN SHOWING . . . 
Sergio Aguero is to miss 
Sheffield United match 
due to another injury

PEP’S SUB
SNUB RAP

PEP GUARDIOLA thinks the
decision to scrap the five-subs
rule in Premier League
matches made ‘no sense’.

And he has got an unlikely ally
with Manchester United chief Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer saying he could
not believe it either.

The measure was introduced as
part of Project Restart in June —
but two months later top-flight
clubs voted to revert back to three.

That was despite the hectic
schedule in the shortened 2020-21
season and Guardiola’s Manchester
City have suffered already with a
lengthy injury list.

The Etihad boss took a swipe at
the decision makers as his team
travel to Sheffield United this
lunchtime — their fifth game in just
14 days.

He said: “It makes no sense. Who
voted to make the decision — the
sporting directors, the presidents,
the chairmen?

“Who are they to decide this?
They have to protect the players.

“It has to be the managers or the
PFA, they are ones who have to
decide whether it’s three or five
substitutions when it’s acceptable
for Uefa, Fifa and everywhere. Defi-
nitely they should reconsider . . . 100

per cent. Do what the rest of the
world does because we have to
adjust to the pandemic situation
and other things.

“The reality is completely differ-
ent now to before. Intelligent people
adjust to the situation in the world.
We’ll see.”

The former Barcelona boss added:
“It’s time to take care of the main
reason everybody is in this
business, which is the football
players.

“The last 15, 20, 25, 30 minutes of
games are when players who are
playing every three days start to
suffer. The rule is to protect them,
that’s all.

“Why all around the world is it
happening — all the leagues, in
Italy, in Germany, in Spain, every-
where — but here, which is the
more demanding for many reasons?

“It’s not about protecting Man
City. It’s about protecting all
Premier League players and the
statistics speak for themselves —
almost 50 per cent more muscular
injuries than last season.”

Guardiola will be without Sergio
Aguero and Benjamin Mendy at
Bramall Lane — while Gabriel Jesus
and Nathan Ake are unlikely to be

ready. Pep’s views on the substi-
tutes’ rule have received backing
from other Premier League manag-
ers who are juggling domestic and
European commitments.

Liverpool chief Jurgen Klopp and
Frank Lampard of Chelsea have
already spoken out while earlier
Red Devils boss Solskjaer also
made his feelings clear yesterday.

He believes the workload is likely
to take its toll on the players, both
physically and mentally, over what
will be a gruelling season.

The Old Trafford boss said: “I
cannot believe the vote went
against, we have to look after the
players and this season is the most
demanding season of all.

“I can see the point why clubs
voted against but if you take a step
back and think about these pro
footballers and mental and physical
health the only sensible solution
would have been to rest a few
more.

“We have seen a few injuries —
which Pep has spoken about — and
we as managers and club medical
staff have to look after them and
rest them.

“I would have liked to have had
five subs.”
 MAN CITY (likely): Ederson, Walker, Dias, Laporte, Can-
celo, Rodri, De Bruyne, Bernardo, Mahrez, Torres, Sterling.

SNUB RAP
PEP GUARDIOLA thinks the ready. Pep’s views on the substi-

City boss slams ‘rule of three’
By MARTIN BLACKBURN

12.30pm, BT Sport 1 &

AVERAGE SUBS USED
PER  GAME IN PREM

Brighton .......................4.8
Liverpool ......................4.7
Norwich........................4.7
Arsenal ........................4.5
Bournemouth ................4.2
Newcastle ....................4.2
Manchester United........4.1
Manchester City............4.1
Everton.........................4.0
Chelsea........................4.0
Aston Villa ....................3.8
Leicester ......................3.8
Watford ........................3.6
Tottenham ....................3.3
Sheffield United............3.2
Crystal Palace ..............3.1
Wolves.........................3.1
Southampton ................3.1
West Ham ....................3.0
Burnley ........................1.8

Newcastle ....................3.0
West Brom ...................3.0
Arsenal ........................3.0
Everton.........................3.0
Wolves.........................3.0
Tottenham ....................3.0
Manchester United........3.0
Leicester ......................2.8
Leeds...........................2.8
Liverpool ......................2.8
Chelsea........................2.8
Brighton .......................2.8
West Ham ....................2.7
Fulham.........................2.7
Sheffield United............2.7
Southampton ................2.5
Crystal Palace ..............2.5
Manchester City............2.2
Aston Villa ....................1.8
Burnley ........................1.6
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here, delighted to be here
in Manchester. 

“And hopefully I can do
a good job here this sea-
son to stay longer.”

Guardiola has previously
suggested extending his
contract — which expires
in June — will depend on
whether his stars are still
playing for him.

Yet with the hectic
schedule, Pep says he is
not having to do much in
the way of motivation.

He said: “With this
amount of games if the
manager has to motivate
players it’s over.

“Playing every three
days, I cannot give a
speech every day. A love
of playing football and
being part of the Premier
League is the most impor-
tant thing.”

Guardiola previously
spoke of his love for City
but said he has to deserve
to stay longer than the
five years he will reach
this summer.

Font — who is looking
to replace Josep Bar-
tomeu — said: “Most of
the best professionals who
know about this style are
also fans and love the
club, like Pep Guardiola,
Xavi, Andres Iniesta,
Carles Puyol.

“They are all legends
that love Barcelona.”

GUARDIOLA . . . happy
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IF you’re playing a team as
outstanding as Liverpool,
the slightest hint of a
weak link gives you hope.

So if 19-year-old centre-
back Rhys Williams makes
his debut against West Ham
at Anfield today, you can
bet West Ham will be
determined to make his life
as difficult as hell.

I love this kid’s story — on
loan with Kidderminster Harriers
in National League North last
season, then playing an hour of
a Champions League game at
Anfield on Tuesday.

Having been on loan at a non-
league club, I know how good a
grounding he will have got.

And that says so much about
the strength of the English pyramid
system, which is something that
needs protecting now more than
ever.

But however talented Williams
is — and he looks good — West
Ham will have been working on
targeting him, getting the ball
behind him, making him turn
and face goal with an experi-
enced Premier League striker
breathing down his neck.

They will target him with
crosses and set-pieces, they will
target him relentlessly.

This is no disrespect to
Williams. When Virgil van Dijk,
the best defender in the world,
is absent, then any replacement
will be a downgrade.

But with Joel Matip and
Fabinho also injured, there is an
obvious potential weakness in
the Liverpool defence.

Jurgen Klopp’s other option will
be Jordan Henderson. I’ve got
huge admiration for Jordan but
unlike Fabinho, who has played a
lot of in defence, he has barely
played there.

When Watford ended Liverpool’s
unbeaten record with a 3-0 win
last season, Dejan Lovren was
in defence.

Lovren has played in World
Cup finals and Champions League
finals but even he was singled out
as a potential weakness as he
hadn’t been playing regularly.

If you’re Watford or West
Ham, you know that if Liverpool
play at ten out of ten and you
play at ten out of ten, you are
going to lose.

You need the stars to align.
You need every player to be at
ten out of ten and every Liver-
pool player to be at six or seven
and that is what happened.

But if it’s Williams, on debut,
or Henderson, in such an
unfamiliar role, you know there
is a chance.

While we all miss fans being
in the stadium, this behind-
closed-doors era is a good time
for Williams to make his debut.

Even though a capacity crowd
on The Kop would be doing
everything they could to support
him, you would still be able to
sense the edginess.

Liverpool haven’t started this
season as well as they’ve played
in the last two campaigns, so
one mistake from a youngster
and that edginess can spread.

In normal times, Williams
would probably have 20 family
members at Anfield — and that
brings extra pressure, too. That’s
difficult to block out.

So I hope Klopp does give
him the chance today.

I think it’s great that Williams
went down to National League

but that isn’t the whole story. At
Halesowen, I had team-mates
who played a Saturday afternoon
match, got showered, then
headed straight out for a
12-hour night shift working on
the roads or the railways.

Then there’s the travel. I
remember going on a five-hour
trip to Merthyr Tydfil — 20-odd
lads packed into the sort of bus
your kids travel in to the
swimming pool at school.

Then they’d stop off at service
stations and have a pack of Discos
for their pre-match meal.

In the Premier League you
have luxury travel. At Watford
we might have flown to Sheffield,
or first-class rail to Manchester,
or in a coach with a full-on
kitchen out the back.

Then there’s the fans, the 100 or

so who follow Halesowen away.
The dedication of those people to
their small club and the support
they gave to someone like me
made me feel ten feet tall.

You learn to respect the non
leagues and lower leagues — the
histories of those clubs, what
they mean to their communities.

These smaller clubs are under
threat because of Covid. But the
solution is not to have Liverpool
B and Manchester United B
playing in League One — that
would take so much away from
what makes English football
unique.

I’m sure Williams will agree.
And I’m sure if he plays for

the mighty Liverpool today, he
will be thankful for the
opportunity to have played for
Kidderminster Harriers.
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IF you’re playing a team as
outstanding as Liverpool,
the slightest hint of a
weak link gives you hope.

So if 19-year-old centre-
back Rhys Williams makes
his debut against West Ham
at Anfield today, you can
bet West Ham will be
determined to make his life

I love this kid’s story — on
loan with Kidderminster Harriers
in National League North last
season, then playing an hour of
a Champions League game at

Having been on loan at a non-
league club, I know how good a

And that says so much about
the strength of the English pyramid
system, which is something that
needs protecting now more than

But however talented Williams
is — and he looks good — West
Ham will have been working on
targeting him, getting the ball
behind him, making him turn
and face goal with an experi-
enced Premier League striker

They will target him with
crosses and set-pieces, they will

This is no disrespect to
Williams. When Virgil van Dijk,
the best defender in the world,
is absent, then any replacement

But with Joel Matip and
an

obvious potential weakness in

Jurgen Klopp’s other option will
. I’ve got

huge admiration for Jordan but
unlike Fabinho, who has played a

in defence, he has barely

When Watford ended Liverpool’s
unbeaten record with a 3-0 win
last season, Dejan Lovren was

Lovren has played in World
Cup finals and Champions League
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him the chance today.
I think it’s great that Williams

went down to National League
kitchen out the back.

Then there’s the fans, the 100 or
opportunity to have played for
Kidderminster Harriers.

DELE MAY NEED MOVE TO KICK ON 

WALL
‘Rhys is a real talent but 
Hammers will target him’

TROY DEENEY

IT feels as if Dele Alli might need
a move from Tottenham.

After he was taken off at half-
time in the Europa League defeat
by Antwerp, it seems Dele’s face
doesn’t fit with Jose Mourinho.

I have always been impressed
when I’ve played against Dele
(right) but it seems as though
there is a personality clash and

that he doesn’t fit in with Jose’s
way of playing. Spurs are now
operating without a classic No 10.

Harry Kane is deeper and
the wide men, like Son
Heung-min and Gareth Bale
can hit teams with pace.

For that reason, Spurs bene-
fitted from Christian Eriksen
moving on, however good

a player the Dane is. I don’t know
if Dele is not a great trainer but
that is what you hear.

And when you also hear of
the intensity at which teams
such as Manchester City and

Liverpool train, you under-
stand how they have gone up a

notch. Mourinho is now trying
to replicate that at

Tottenham. Kevin De Bruyne is a
magnificently gifted player but,
when you play against him, you
are soon struck by how hard he
works.

Dele has to do the same —
and maybe he needs a different
club to get the best out of him.

Whoever does would be recruit-
ing a seriously good player.

VERPOOLVERPOOLVERPOOLVERPOOL    VERPOOL    VERPOOL    VERPOOL    VERPOOLVERPOOLVERPOOLVERPOOL    VERPOOLVERPOOLVERPOOL    v        v        v        v        v     

BAPTISM OF FIRE . . .
West Ham will view kid 

Williams, 19, as the weak 
link if he makes his Prem 
debut at Anfield today

 DEENEY
North because that is a real life
experience.

When I was at Walsall I went
on loan to Halesowen Town, a
similar level to Kiddy, and that
is an experience I still look
back on.

If you’re a kid who has come
through a Premier League
academy, you are going to be
used to the best facilities and
having privilege.

That’s their version of ‘normal’
— so I think any player between
17 and 20 would benefit from
going on loan and experiencing
a whole different world.

You often hear a kid like
Williams will head to the lower
leagues and get a kicking and
be forced to toughen up.

That is true. You have to learn
to be a man in a boy’s body —

OUR NEW 
COLUMNIST 
ON KLOPP’S 

DILEMMA
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He Willo 
be up to 
challenge
RYAN BACKS KOP KID
HE is the gentle giant who
donated his sponsored boots
to Kidderminster team-mates.

And yet he took to the sodden
pitches — and sometimes brutal
world — of National League North
like a duck to water.

This evening, though, Kop kid
Rhys Williams, 19, could be
handed a Premier League debut
against West Ham to solve Liver-
pool’s centre-half crisis in the
absence of crocked superstars
Virgil van Dijk and Fabinho.

Theirs are big boots to fill but
Ryan Johnson, Williams’ central
defensive partner at Kiddermin-
ster Harriers last season, says
‘Little Virgil’ is fearless and
destined for the top.

Johnson, now with Hartlepool,
said: “Fortunately we clicked from
the start.

“The first thing that surprised
me about him was how humble
he was. Since he was ten he’d
been used to having the best

of everything as a Liverpool
academy kid.

“But during his loan season at
Kiddy he experienced everything
this level of football throws at
you — he was red-carded, had his
nose broken, played to hostile
crowds and dealt with playing in
terrible conditions some nights.

“To be fair to Rhys, he lapped it
up and never stopped telling me
how much he loved the physical
side of men’s football.

“He got a broken nose in
one of his early games and
just got on with it.

“His only complaint was
why the ref let the other
team carry on and score
when his nose was spread
across his face!

“Even when he got
his first red card
he came into the
dressing room

and apologised for letting us all
down — then he went on Twitter
to say sorry to the fans.

“We told him there was no
need because the whole reason he
was here was to learn.

“We told him to take it on the
chin and move on — but we’d
already seen he had it in him to
get stuck in.

“He was only a kid but if any
of the other lads were attacked,
he’d get around them straight
away, so he grew up fast.”

Johnson felt huge pride when
Jurgen Klopp gave Williams
his Champions League debut
away to Ajax this month.

And again when he starred
against Midtjylland on Tues-
day for the injured Fabinho.
Johnson (left), 24, revealed:

“I called him up to
congratulate him.

“I told him it was
crazy to think my
Kidderminster part-
ner was a Champions

League player now — but he
deserved it because he’d worked
so hard with us. The sky really is
the limit for Rhys. 

“I called him my little bro —
even though he’s 6ft 5in.

“He never felt he was better
than us because he was a Liver-
pool player.

“At Christmas we visited the
local children’s hospital and he
was great with the kids, sticking
on a stupid Christmas hat which
covered up his man-bun!

“He’s such a kind lad he even
gave his old boots to team-mates
because he had a sponsorship
deal and they didn’t.

“He would have given them to
the kids at the club too but he
couldn’t because he has size 11s!

“That might help him step into
Virgil van Dijk’s footsteps now.”
 LIKELY LINE-UPS — LIVERPOOL: Alisson, Alexander-
Arnold, Henderson, Gomez, Robertson, Shaqiri, Wijnal-
dum, Milner, Salah, Firmino, Mane.
 WEST HAM: Fabianski, Coufal, Ogbonna, Balbuena,
Cresswell, Soucek, Rice, Masuaku, Bowen, Haller,
Fornals.

EXCLUSIVE by GRAEME BRYCE

JUR A MAN MY SON . . . Klopp hugs Williams after Euro debut

challengechallenge

5.30pm
          &

Moyes so
low over 
Ant blow 

By ROB MAUL

DAVID MOYES says the
loss of Michail Antonio is
as big a blow to West
Ham as Virgil van Dijk’s
absence from Liverpool.
Antonio, scorer of 11

goals in his past 13 Prem
matches, is out with a
hamstring problem.

It is feared the 30-year-
old could be sidelined for
up to six weeks.

Both Antonio and kop
defender Van Dijk, who
has undergone knee
surgery, will be missing
from the Anfield clash in
the Premier League today.

Scot Moyes said: “Of
course we will miss him. 

“Since we came back
from lockdown, Michail
has been as important as
any striker in the league.

“Against Spurs he felt
something, then against
City he did again. We
don’t think it’s too bad
but it will keep him out of
this game that’s for sure.

“They might look at it
as us being without
Michail — but obviously
you’d rather play Liverpool
without Virgil van Dijk.”

ANTONIO . . . hamstring

THRILL
From Back Page 

seven years. Currently
fifth from bottom of the
Cypriot table and out of
Europe after a Europa
League play-off defeat to
Slovan Liberec, they
sacked manager Marinos
Ouzounidis on Monday. 

McCarthy managed Ire-
land against Cyprus on
two occasions, winning
4-0 at home and away en
route to qualifying for the
2002 World Cup in Korea
and Japan.
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   TRIBUTE       TO   ENGLAND & UTD LEGEND

Star was 
no small
influence
WHEN I was a 12-year-old kid
coming through the ranks at
Manchester United, my dad
would tell me all about my
coach there — Nobby Stiles.

Not only was he a World Cup
winner, he was also the hum-
blest human being you could
ever wish to meet.

There was nothing of him
physically — but he would
always put his arm around you
in training.

Especially me, because I was
one of the smallest players in
that age group.

He always had that extra
time for me seeing as he was
quite small himself — yet he
was an incredible footballer.

That’s what United did for
you, they provided proper
mentors like Nobby, Eric
Harrison, Brian Kidd and Tony
Whelan.

And with Nobby, wearing his
glasses and his woolly hat, it
was a joy to go to training
every single week and see that
smiling face.

We would be at the indoor
training hall at the Cliff — it
was colder than being outside
in there — and Nobby would
just join in and make it so
enjoyable.

I remember when United won
the FA Cup in 1990 and they
brought the trophy in for all
the age groups to get their
picture with it.

I wanted my picture with the
Cup — but also with Nobby. 

That’s how much he meant to
me at the time. 

I still have that photo proudly
at home.

It wasn’t just about what he
brought as a coach, it was also
what he brought as a man
mentoring you about adult life.

I am devastated that he has
gone — and it has hit me
harder than I thought it would.

He was one of the jewels of
this country.

Nobby has done what very
few people have ever done or
will ever do for England. 

How he and the rest of the
1966 team were not all knighted
is beyond me. JAWS OF VICTORY . . . Stiles hails European Cup triumph with Bobby Charlton in 1968, lifting World Cup (left) and grin of a Euro king (right)

DAPPER . . .
 Stiles looks 

the part 
with a cigar 

   TRIBUTE      

By DANNY
HIGGINBOTHAM
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Unlikely hero
Alf fought for 
Unlikely hero

   TRIBUTE       TO   ENGLAND & UTD LEGEND

 fough fough fough
RAMSEY TOLD FA: STILES STAYS OR I GO

By DAVE KIDD

HE was the self-styled half-
blind dwarf who conquered
the world in dentures.

And if Nobby Stiles was not the
finest footballer of England’s 1966
World Cup-winners, then few of
Alf Ramsey’s history men will be
remembered with greater affection.

The image of a 5ft 6in Stiles jig-
ging around the Wembley touchline
with the Jules Rimet Trophy is still
a glorious snapshot of that summer
54 years ago.

It is immortalised in Skinner and
Baddiel’s Three Lions, ‘Bobby belt-
ing the ball and Nobby dancing’.

That line mentions the only two
English footballers ever to have
won both of football’s greatest
prizes — the World Cup and the
European Cup.

Those defeats of West Germany
in 1966 and against Benfica at the
same venue two years later, were
both shared with his Manchester
United team-mate Bobby Charlton.

Stiles was just 24 when England
won the World Cup — yet he
looked a decade older.

To modern eyes, still shots of
Stiles make him appear anything
other than an elite footballer.

Yet watch video footage of Stiles
in his pomp and it is clear he
would have been an outstanding
player in any era.

Toothless but ruthless, Stiles was
so much more than a hard-tackling
midfield destroyer — he was also a
wonderful passer of the ball with a
box-to-box engine, just like his
brother-in-law and great friend,
Ireland’s Johnny Giles.

Ramsey was so fiercely loyal to

Stiles that he threatened to resign
as England manager midway
through the 1966 campaign when
the FA ordered him to be dropped
after a hatchet job on France’s
playmaker Jacques Simon in the
group stage.

Stiles later recalled: “By all
accounts, the FA committee told
him in no uncertain terms I
couldn’t play — that England
needed to make an example of me.
I was a liability, they said.

“Alf told them he’d resign if he
couldn’t pick who he wanted. 

“He was prepared to resign in
the middle of a World Cup over
me. I never found that out until
he’d died. What a man.”

Ramsey won his power struggle
and Stiles played his full part in
the quarter-final victory over
Argentina — a full-on war of a
match in which England could
easily have succumbed without
their little combative hero.

Stiles’ man-marking job on Euse-

bio in the semi-final nullified the
threat of the Portuguese talisman —
as was so often the case, Stiles
relished the dirty work while his
United team-mate Charlton grabbed
the glory with two goals.

Stiles said: “My job was to win it,
give it to Bobby and let him get on
with it.”

Ending up with 28 caps, Stiles
was the least-capped of Ramsey’s
glory boys. He scored his only
England goal against West Ger-
many in 1966 — but in a friendly
five months earlier.

Stiles played 395 times for United,
winning two league titles as well as
the European Cup, then played for
Middlesbrough, where he would
briefly partner a young Graeme
Souness in a midfield that had little
time for compromise.

He later played for and managed
Preston, had a brief spell as boss
of West Brom and coached at
United under Alex Ferguson. Yet he
was happy to admit he would

always be remembered for 1966,
with friends of his grandchildren
asking him: “Hey, you’re the fella
with no teeth who danced around
Wembley, aren’t you?”

Stiles’ death at the age of 78
means just four of Ramsey’s World
Cup-winning starting XI are still
alive — Bobby Charlton, Geoff Hurst,
Roger Hunt and George Cohen.

During the last 2  years alone
Ray Wilson, Gordon Banks, Martin
Peters, Jack Charlton and now
Stiles have passed away.

And English football did not look
after its greatest heroes as it should
have done.

Like many of his team-mates,
Stiles auctioned off his medals and
memorabilia to aid his family — he
had three children with wife Kay,
the sister of another midfield
legend in Dubliner Giles.

In his later years, Stiles suffered
from prostate cancer as well as
dementia, his family critical of the
lack of support for this condition,
so heavily linked with the heading
of heavy old-school footballs.

Now Stiles will be honoured with
silences in an era when football
stadiums are always too silent.

He deserved greater aid from the
football family in times of illness.

And he deserves the roar of the
crowds in packed stadiums to
properly commemorate him.

Stiles was English football’s great
cult hero — the Earthy, unlikely-
looking man-of-the-people, the
‘heart and soul’ of that 1966 team,
according to Hurst.

He tackled like thunder, he
danced like a madman and he
brought untold joy to all England.
Not bad for a myopic midget with
dodgy dentistry. Not bad at all.

Hurst: He
was heart ’n
soul of ’66

By NEIL CUSTIS

GEOFF HURST led the tributes to
Nobby Stiles and hailed him as the
‘heart and soul’ of England’s 1966
World Cup-winning team.

Stiles, one of only two English
footballers to also lift the European
Cup alongside Manchester United
team-mate Bobby Charlton, died
yesterday at the age of 78.

His dance at Wembley while hold-
ing aloft the World Cup trophy —
following the 4-2 win over West Ger-
many — remains an iconic image.

Hurst, who famously hit a hat-
trick in the final, said: “Hugely sad
to hear Nobby has passed away. We
were playing together way back for
the Under-17s, Under-23s and, of
course, for England. 

“In fact, it was my first cap when
Nobby scored — I think he was
wearing No 9! Great character and
the heart and soul of the team, he
will be sorely missed.”

Stiles, who won 28 caps, is the
seventh member of Alf Ramsey’s
starting XI from the final to pass
away. He had battled a long illness.

Tributes poured in from Old
Trafford for Manchester-born Stiles
after his role in one of United’s
greatest triumphs when they
became the first English winners of
the European Cup in 1968.

A United statement read: “Nobby
was a Titan of the club’s history,
cherished for his heart and person-
ality on and off the pitch. He will be
sorely missed by us all.”

Alex Stepney, United’s goalkeeper
when they beat Benfica to be
crowned kings of Europe, said: “It
was my pleasure and honour to
have played with and been in the
company of this wonderful man.

“All my love to the family. A hero
of Manchester United and England
. . . rest in peace Nobby xx.”

Stiles also won two league titles
in an 11-year career with United,
before playing for Middlesbrough
and Preston North End ahead of his
retirement in 1975. 

He moved into management with
Preston and West Brom before
United brought him back as youth
team coach, which saw him help
to develop ‘Class of 92’ stars Ryan
Giggs, David Beckham and Gary
Neville, among others.

Ex-defender Neville said: “He
loved Manchester United and he
loved his country also. He was
fantastic to work with, a great man.

“I can still hear him saying your
best friends on the football pitch
are your six studs.”

HONOUR . . . with ’66
cap on visit to United

 APPS GOALS
Man Utd (1960-71) 395 19
Middlesbro (1971-73) 69 2
Preston (1973-75) 46 1

Caps 28
Goals 1

World Cup 1
Home Championship 3

HIS CLUB CAREER

ENGLAND (1965-1970)
Charity Shield 2

First Division 2
European Cup 1

HONOURS

HONOURS
Caps 

ENGLAND 
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Hugo’s Six education

Sun
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Sport
PEP GUARDIOLA has dropped the
biggest hint yet that he will extend
his stay at Manchester City.

Barcelona presidential candidate
Victor Font wants to lure the Etihad
chief back to the Nou Camp. Pep,

49, is revered for his four-year stay
as boss between 2008 and 2012. 

But he said: “I’m incredibly happy
Turn to Page 47

PEP A CITY STAYER
By MARTIN BLACKBURN

CILLIAN FIELDS . . . Buckley returns to bolster Cats

Thumbs up 
for Buckley

By JASON BYRNE

CILLIAN BUCKLEY has recovered from a
broken thumb to start for Kilkenny in the
Leinster SHC semi-final against Dublin today. 

The Cats ace has been named at midfield
alongside Conor Fogarty. 

Ciarán Wallace and Eoin Cody will make their
SHC debuts at Croke Park. 

Liam Ryan has recovered from a broken bone
in his foot to start for Wexford in the other
last-four clash against Galway. 

The Model defender, 24, suffered the injury
in July. Eanna Murphy, Fintan Burke and

Turn to Page 41 

By NEIL O’RIORDAN 

HUGO KEENAN believes
in the joy of SIX.

Six years ago, he won
the Leinster Senior Cup
with Blackrock College.

And tonight the winger,
who scored two tries on
his Ireland debut against
Italy last week, goes for
Six Nations glory against
France in Paris.

Keenan said: “Sixth
year was my first year

playing for the firsts.
It’s always been slow
and steady. I think
I’m getting there.”

               Rugby — P42-44

NOBBY
England 

mourn hero 
of ’66          

Hugo’s Six education
49, is revered for his four-year stay

But he said: “I’m incredibly happy

mourn hero 
of ’66          of ’66          

SEE PAGES 
50, 51

CYPRUS
THRILL

McCARTHY SHOCK MOVEMcCARTHY SHOCK MOVEMcCARTHY SHOCK MOVE

THRILL
Boss is in line for Mick-osia 

MICK McCARTHY
could be set for a
return to management
in Cyprus with APOEL
Nicosia. 

The former Ireland boss
is due in Nicosia this
weekend for contract talks
about taking over Cyprus’
most successful club. 

Out of work since his
tenure with the Boys in

Green was cut a few
months short by the
Covid-19 pandemic in
March, McCarthy, 61, has
been keen to take on
another club job. 

And he could now take
up that option with
APOEL, who are looking
for their 14th manager in

Turn to Page 49

By OWEN COWZER

MICK OF THE BUNCH 
. . . Mick McCarthy is a 
wanted man at Nicosia 

CYPRUS

Hugo’s Six educationHugo’s Six education
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TRY THAT FOR SIZE . . .
Keenan on his way to 

touching down against Italy

YOUR

No1
PULLOUTS

INSIDE

ROCK AND ROLL . . .
Hugo Keenan and pals 
celebrate Schools Cup
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Teen star helps 
Wolves go 3rd

Wolves.......................................2
Crystal Palace........................0

TOP OF THE TABLE

NOU KID ON THE BLOCK . . . Rayan
Ait-Nouri, 19, is the centre of attention

after scoring on his Wolves debut 

Wolves go 3rd

Wolves.......................................2
Crystal Palace........................0

HOORAY!RAYHOOHOORAY!RRRRAYRRAYRRAYRRAYRAYRRAYRRAYRRAYRAYRRAYRRAYRRAYRAYRRAYRRAYRRAYRAYRRAYRRAYRRAYAAARAYARAYARAYARAYARAYARAYARAYARAYRAYRRAYARAYRRAYRRAYRRAYARAYRRAYARAYRRAYARAYRRAYRRAYRRAYARAYRRAYAAAAAARAYARAYARAYARAYRARRRARARARRRARRAYRRAYARAYRRAYRRAYRRAYARAYRRAYARAYRRAYARAYRRAYRRAYRRAYARAYRRAYAAARAYARAYARAYARAYRAYARAYARAYARAYRAYYRAYYRAYYRAYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYYYYRAYYRAYYRAYYRAYRAYYRAYYRAYYRAYRAYYRAYYRAYYRAYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYYRAYARAYARAYARAYYRAYARAYYYY
By ROB MAUL

JUBILANT teen Rayan Ait-Nouri had a
dream debut as Wolves continued their
best top-flight start for 41 years.

The on-loan defender, 19, became the youn-
gest Frenchman to score on his Premier
League bow when he struck after 18 minutes
at Molineux.

And nine minutes later Daniel Podence
added No 2 as Nuno Espirito Santo’s side
went level on points at the top with Liverpool
and Everton.

Palace had a Michy Batshuayi strike and a
penalty both correctly ruled out by VAR for
offside.

And to compound their misery, Eagles cap-
tain Luka Milivojevic was sent off for serious
foul play following a foul on Joao Moutinho —
after referee Martin Atkinson consulted the
pitchside monitor.

Match report — Pages 2-3

P W D L F A Pts
Everton ......... 6 4 1 1 14 9 13
Liverpool .......6 4 1 1 15 14 13
Wolves...........7 4 1 2 8 8 13
Aston Villa.....5 4 0 1 12 5 12
Leicester .......6 4 0 2 13 8 12
Tottenham....6 3 2 1 16 8 11
Leeds ............. 6 3 1 2 12 9 10
S’thampton...6 3 1 2 10 9 10
C Palace.........7 3 1 3 8 11 10
Chelsea..........6 2 3 1 13 9 9

in association with
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Packing a punchPacking
NUNO BOOST AS WOLVES   TAKE HEAT OFF RAUL

Wolves.................2
C Palace.............0
Ait-Nouri 18; Podence 27

By GRAEME BRYCE

NUNO ESPIRITO SANTO
struck gold as he finally
found an alternative to
Raul Jimenez for goals.

The Mexican striker had
been responsible for two
thirds of Wolves’ six league
goals prior to last night — and
41 per cent of their shots.

But to his relief, Jimenez
discovered he has a couple of
support acts as new-boy Rayan
Ait-Nouri scored on his debut and
Daniel Podence joined in on the
act with a second.

Those first-half strikes ensured
the Molineux side made their best
start to a season since 1979.

However they will be frustrated,
knowing they could have been
top of the Premier League this

morning had they not been stung
by a last-gasp Jacob Murphy free-
kick in Sunday’s 1-1 draw with
Newcastle.

Palace, meanwhile, had one of
those nights when nothing went
right for them.

Roy Hodgson saw his side
denied one goal, two penalties and
had skipper Luka Milivojevic sent-
off — all on the say-so of VAR —
as ref Martin Atkinson needed a
helping hand on key calls.

Milivojevic could have no com-
plaints as he raked his studs down
the back of sub Joao Moutinho as

it all went pear-shaped for Palace.
Wolves were clearly still smarting
from their Toon blow.

Because once both sides had
paid observed a minute’s silence
for Nobby Stiles, the sombre mood
swiftly changed.

From the first whistle Nuno’s
pumped-up players menaced poor
Palace.

It was not as if Roy’s boys
started particularly poorly.

They carved out the first chance
of the night when Andros
Townsend’s positive run ended
with him picking out Wilfried
Zaha who blazed his shot over.

They even thought they had
broken the deadlock after 17 min-
utes when Patrick van Aanholt
swept in a cross which was swept
home expertly by Michy Batshuayi.

Unfortunately for the Belgian
hitman, eagle-eyed assistant ref
Lee Betts had spotted him straying

just offside. That was a hugely
significant decision because Wolves
took the lead 60 seconds later.

Nineteen-year-old left wing-back
Ait-Nouri was only drafted in to
make his debut because Marcal
called off injured at the 11th hour.

But the French teenager did not
take long to become an instant hit
with fans with a stunning goal.

Podence’s searching cross
skimmed off Cheikhou Kouyate’s
head and dropped at the feet of
Ait-Nouri who smashed a stunning
left-foot shot low past Guaita.

What a way to introduce
yourself.

Ait-Nouri hardly played for his
French club Angers last season
due to a facial injury which
required surgery and then came
the coronavirus shutdown.

Yet Wolves were happy to take
the former Barcelona and
Manchester United target on

POSSESSION

HOW THEY LINED UP

REFEREE: Martin Atkinson

SHOTS ON/OFF TARGET

CORNERS

7 6

DREAM TEAM RATINGS

8
5

For ratings, go to 
dreamteamfc.com

2
3

OFFSIDES

2

BLOCKED
SHOTS 2 6

45% 55%

PASSES

COMPLETED
PASSES

519
480

YELLOW
CARDS

RED
CARDS0

WOLVES CRYSTAL PALACE

27 .....Touches in opposition box.....19
15...................Total shots...................11
84% ............. Pass accuracy .............91%
19 .......................Tackles .......................9
13................Fouls conceded................4
22.................Total crosses.................18

PLAYER MOSTS
Touches.........................Milivojevic 87
Shots...................................Kouyate 74

MATCH STATS

Patricio
6

Boly
7

Kilman
6Coady

7
Ait-Nouri

8
Semedo

8
Neves

7

Dendoncker
7

Podence
7

Neto
8

Jimenez
7

5

Zaha
6

Batshuayi
6

Schlupp
7

Townsend
5

Milivojevic
6

Riedewald

6

Kouyate
6

Dann 6

Clyne
6

Van Aanholt 6

Guaita

  SUBS — WOLVES: Moutinho (Neto 76),
Traore (Podence 76), Silva (Jimenez 90).
Not used: Hoever, Ruddy, Saiss, Otasowie.
  C PALACE: Eze (Schlupp 65), Ayew
(Townsend 72), Benteke (Batshuayi 84).
Not used: Sakho, McArthur, Henderson,
Kelly. Booked: Zaha, Van Aanholt. Sent off:
Milivojevic.

413
369

0

1


AT 19 years and 146 days, Rayan Ait-Nouri 
is the youngest French player to score on 
his Premier League debut and is the 15th 
Frenchman to do so.
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Packing a punchpunch
NUNO BOOST AS WOLVES   TAKE HEAT OFF RAUL

AIT MOB . . . Wolves ace 
Rayan Ait-Nouri fires his 
side into lead at Molineux 

after just 18 minutes

loan with a view to a £21million
permanent deal if they like what
they see.

On this evidence, there is a lot
to like!

The same could be said of
Wolves, who had Neves in fabulous
form as he pulled the strings,
pinging the ball all over the park
to change the direction of attack.

Leander Dendoncker headed a
fraction wide from a Podence
cross before the Portuguese winger
bent in a shot which Guaita
tipped over at full stretch.

On the other flank, ex-Barcelona
right-back Nelson Semedo cut
inside and fired narrowly wide, to
Guaita’s relief.

Dendoncker then came at Palace
through the middle with a rasping
shot which beat the Palace keeper
from 25 yards but bounced to
safety off the junction of post and
bar. This was not in the script

from a Wolves side who are noto-
riously slow starters and usually
keep their best for after the break.

Wolves had only scored one
first-half goal this season at
Sheffield United on the opening
day of the season — the only game
where they had scored more than
one goal.

Yet they went two up here
before the half-hour when they
hijacked a Palace throw-in to steal
possession back and score.

Jimenez fed Neto who provided
the cross and Podence (right) stole
in at the back post to sidefoot a
volley beyond Guaita.

To their credit, Hodgson’s team
refused to lie down.

And they thought they had
earned a penalty when Willy Boly
was adjudged to have tripped Van
Aanholt in the box.

However with Milivojevic holding
the ball in his hands ready to take

the spot-kick, VAR spotted
that Van Aanholt’s leading foot
was narrowly offside when he
accepted Zaha’s pass and
Atkinson reversed the call.

However, Wolves’ confidence
was summed up when Neto
cheekily tried to chip Guaita
from 35 yards, forcing the
keeper to frantically claw the
ball over his own bar.

The chances continued to
stack up after the break but
Zaha was denied a penalty
after a VAR check decided
there had been no illegal con-
tact from Ait-Nouri and Neves.

Dendoncker slashed a volley
over at the back post which
would have provided the icing
on the cake.

Then Milivojevic was sent
packing to end any faint hopes
the Londoners had of staging a
late fightback.

CRYSTAL PALACE are still to win any of their 
six Prem games to be played on a Friday 
night. That is the most any team has 
played on Friday without victory.

DANIEL PODENCE bagged his second 
Premier League goal in a Wolves shirt last 
night. Both have come at Molineux 
against Crystal Palace.

DUNDALK showed that the Europa League
is no fairytale — sorry English media —
by doing exactly what every Premier
League team does and prioritising their
domestic league. 

But we need a more competitive League of
Ireland to make Euro group-think a more
regular occurrence. 

As Arsenal were hauling off players with
tomorrow’s clash with Manchester United in
mind, Dundalk were doing likewise ahead of
the visit to St Pat’s.

Used to winning the league, the Lilywhites
need a victory from their final two games to
ensure European football next season.

Dundalk cannot enjoy where they are now,
without first making sure they can plan to
get back there next year.

But the two group games to date are a
reminder of how Irish clubs are up against
it at the highest level.

The Lilywhites started both matches well,
taking the lead in the first. 

But they have lost two, had two shots on
target and won three corners. 

The way they conceded the five goals will
irritate them. Nicolas Pepe’s goal on Thurs-
day was the only one where a Dundalk
error, foul or deflection was not key.

The step up is obvious. But the trouble for
Irish sides — even Dundalk in this tricky
year for them — is that domestic fare rarely
gives them a taste of what to expect. 

Irish clubs go into Europe knowing that
every result will be eked out and the LOI is
not as tough a league as it needs to be. 

Shamrock Rovers dominated this season to
become champions while the Dundalk team
of recent times continually set point- and
goal-scoring records.

In my work, it is fairly common to chat to
former players who regularly bemoan the
fact that the league is not as competitive as
it once was and, privately at least, some
current players concur. 

The best sides get better and those below
are being swept aside more often than not.

Last season, Dundalk secured the title by
going on a run where they picked up 59
points from a possible 63. In those 21 games,
they trailed in just three.

While the points gap between the top and
bottom has remained largely the same, the
gap from first to fourth has grown in the
past decade. 

Similarly, the champions’ goal difference
keeps increasing, a clear sign that many of
the wins are now easier. 

Curiously, the teams that broke the glass
ceiling as it was then and made inroads in
Europe — Shelbourne reaching the play-off
in 2004 and Rovers the group stages in 2011
— had the lowest goal differences of the
summer football era. 

Those teams were used to battling week
in, week out for points and could hang in
there and battle in Europe. 

The League of Ireland needs that again
but that is easier said than done when the
Euro regulars secure the financial resources
to keep pulling away.

GUNNER TRY . . . Dundalk huddle at Emirates

HIDING TO 
TOUGHEN

in association with
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NO DOOM IN 
DYCHE ROOM 
SEAN DYCHE reckons
Burnley should have a
Dad’s Army style sign
saying “We’re Doomed”
erected — to remind
people things are never
as bad as they seem.

The Burnley boss
(below) says his team has
been written off so often
after struggling for a few
games that it is becoming
a running joke at
Turf Moor.

It is happening
again with the
Clarets rooted in
the bottom three
with one point
from their open-
ing five matches.

That made
Dyche think back
to the four-match
losing run from
St Stephen’s Day to Janu-
ary 11 last season when
pundits said the drop
was inevitable.

But Burnley won their
next two matches — against
Leicester and Manchester
United — and finished
tenth with 54 points.

Dyche said: “When we
didn’t win in four around
the turn of the year peo-
ple were saying we were
doomed — which is some-
thing I’ve heard a few
times now — and that we
should change everything.

But we stuck to what we
know, what we do best.
In the end we finished in
the top half of the table,
and equalled our record-
points total.

“I’ve never been naive
enough to think bad runs
can’t happen, particularly
in the Premier. I’ve
always been a realist.

“It can be
changed around
and it’s helpful if
you do it quickly.
When it happens
in mid-season, it
gets absorbed
into the noise if
you’ve been going
along nicely.

“When it hap-
pens at the start
of a season,
everyone is look-

ing at the league table
and making predictions
about this and that. But,
for me, it’s just the topsy-
turvy nature of football.”

Dyche, 49, is confident
results will improve.

He added: “We’ve now
got a few of the lads fit
again, the last two per-
formances were back
near the level we seek
and I think results will
turn around too.”
BURNLEY (likely): Pope, Lowton, Tark-
owski, Long, Taylor, Brownhill, Stephens,
Westwood, McNeil, Barnes, Wood.

By DAVID FACEY


CHELSEA have won five of their six Premier 
League away games against Burnley 
(D1) — and scored at least twice in each 
of those victories.

It’s back 
Hak ’n 
craic

LAMPS LOVES
ZIY ATTITUDE

LIFE AND GOAL OF THE 
PARTY . . . £33m new-boy 
Ziyech celebrates opening 
his Blues account in Russia
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in association withBURNLEY have the highest percentage of 
long passes in the Prem this season, with 
Sean Dyche’s men going long with 20 per 
cent off all their passes.

EDOUARD MENDY is looking to become 
the first Chelsea keeper to keep a clean 
sheet in each of his first three Prem games 
for the Blues since Petr Cech in Aug 2004. 

OFF ZI MARK . . . Ziyech hits his first Chelsea goal in 4-0 win over Krasnodar

By CHARLIE WYETT

FRANK LAMPARD has
been bowled over by the
attitude and personality
of £33.3million signing
Hakim Ziyech.

And the Chelsea boss
believes the Moroccan
winger, signed from Ajax in
the summer, is finally ready
to cause mayhem in Premier
League defences.

Ziyech, 27, has struggled
with a knee injury since
arriving in west London but
starred with a goal and
strong performance on his
full debut in Wednesday’s
4-0 Champions League win
away to Krasnodar.

Lampard, who takes his
side to Burnley today, said:
“I really like him as a
personality.

“I had conversations with
him very early when we
signed him and was struck
by his confidence.

“There is an inner confi-
dence which I love. We
needed that. We need players
with confidence and person-
ality who believe they should
be here and want to offer
something.

“He has been an absolute
dream to work with.

“Sometimes you see the
best of players when they’re
injured — because he was so
excited to come here and hit
the ground running but got
his injury in pre-season.

“Yet his work ethic in the
gym, interaction with the
physios, desire to get fit and
to form relationships in the

group has helped him feel
at home.

“I think he is going to be
a big plus for us on the
pitch and in and around the
pitch — I can see it already.

“He had played at a good
level and I watched him in a
lot of the Champions League
games for Ajax, so I knew
he had the ability to play at
this level.

“But this is not an easy
league.

“I need players who can
try to make that pass and
try to bring us up a level.

“Hakim showed that in
Russia and part of the
reason he settled — and it
was his first start — is
because of his mindset.”

With Timo Werner, Kai
Havertz and Ziyech all
arriving during the summer,
and with Christian Pulisic
finding his feet, Lampard
clearly feels the club have
replaced their former attack-
ing stars Eden Hazard,
Pedro and Willian.

Lampard (below) said: “I
feel people have questioned
the attacking side of our
game in the early part
of the season and we
scored a lot of goals.

“I always felt when
Hakim Ziyech
is fit, when Christian
Pulisic is fit, which
has only been in

the last few games, we’d
start to see the side of our
game we really want to see.

“We had Pedro last season
and Willian was a huge
player. The year before that
we had Eden Hazard.

“Those sort of players don’t
get replaced on a whim. 

“With Hakim we had the
potential to bring in someone
with real different qualities
to what we’ve had in recent
years in terms of a left-
footed, right-sided player —
which was his main position
at Ajax.

“He’s not necessarily a
winger who is going to fly
past players all the time,
albeit that is in his game. 

“He can find a pass and
sometimes last season I felt
we lacked that against low-
block defences.

“We saw a bit of his
quality and personality
against Krasnodar.”

Having returned from
southern Russia in the early
hours of yesterday morning,
Chelsea expect a tough game
at Turf Moor.

Lampard added: “They
have players like Dwight
McNeil, who have quality on
the ball and can find passes,
Josh Brownhill and others.

“I don’t think we should
overstate the fact that they

are a direct team. 
“They have that weapon

but they also can play.”
 CHELSEA (likely): Mendy, James,
Thiago Silva, Zouma, Chilwell, Jorginho,
Kante, Ziyech, Pulisic, Havertz, Werner.

Listen to this game live
on talksport.com.

Burnley v 
Chelsea

3pm, Premier Sports 1 
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CARLO ANCELOTTI believes Everton’s
shock surge to the top is a welcome
bonus for the Premier League.

The Toffees boss will be without
three of his main stars for the visit to
Newcastle.

James Rodriguez (below) is recovering
from bruising and Ireland defender
Séamus Coleman has a hamstring
injury, while striker Richarlison and
left-back Lucas Digne are sus-
pended.

Yet the boss is convinced the
Merseysiders will continue to
improve and show they can
take on the Big Six.

He said: “We’ve been good for
the Premier League this season.

“It is true there have been
some strange results.

“But we have shown that there is
more competition in the Premier
League now. And it is good for the
so-called smaller teams to see that we
can be challenging as we are.”

The Italian also insists that the loss
of his key trio will enable those still
standing to underline that Everton are
a proper force to be reckoned with.

Ancelotti, who expects Rodriguez to

miss only the Toon clash, said: “We
have the opportunity now to show the
quality of the squad.

“This is a chance for those who have
had to wait to play and this is our
chance to show that we have the depth
to compete.

“The fact we have players out, it is
important to know the quality of the

squad.”
Ancelotti also hopes to see

Everton’s women put down a
marker against Manchester City
at Wembley tomorrow.

They play in their first
Women’s FA Cup final in six
years and Ancelotti said: “Of
course we wish them success.

“Firstly everyone in the club is
really excited for this final. It is a great
opportunity for the women’s team to
make history and improve the history
of this club.

“The message I can say to them is
don’t go to play the final because they
have already achieved this. Go to win
the final.”
 EVERTON (likely): Pickford; Godfrey, Keane, Mina; Kenny,
Gomes, Allan, Bernard; Iwobi, Sigurdsson; Calvert-Lewin.

TOFFEES GO FULL 
MONTY, CARLO

By KEN LAWRENCE


NEWCASTLE have won only two of their last 15 
Premier League meetings with Everton, with three 
draws and a massive ten defeats. Both wins came 
at home, in December 2014 and March 2019.

STEVE BRUCE was left in
awe after finishing Carlo
Ancelotti’s autobiography.

The Newcastle boss is a fully
paid-up member of the Italian’s
fan club having recently read
‘Quiet Leadership’ (below).

Bruce would give anything
for some peace in the Newcas-
tle mad house, where the next
storm is forever brewing.

The Everton manager has
seen and won it all in the dug-
out at AC Milan, Chelsea, Paris
Saint-Germain, Real Madrid
and Bayern Munich.

And Bruce has huge respect
for how Ancelotti serenely
copes with the stresses of the
job at the top.

He said: “The way he man-
ages, the success he’s had, I’m
a huge admirer.

“He’s got a quiet calmness
which just shows you there’s
different ways to manage.

“He doesn’t let hysteria get to
him. It was just a really good
read.

“When I see the clubs he’s
managed and what he’s
achieved as a player — there
aren’t many who have achieved
what he has done as both.

“The way he conducts him-
self, the way he is, I’ve got the
hugest respect and the quiet

way he goes about it. It’s a fas-
cinating read.

“I read Eddie Jones’ book the
month before and I think I’ve
got Arsene Wenger’s as my
Christmas present.”

So will he ask Ancelotti to
sign his copy? Bruce laughed:
“No, it fell to bits! It was only
a paperback.”

After Newcastle’s defence fell
to bits in the 4-1 loss to Man-
chester United, Bruce went to
five at the back last weekend
against Wolves and nabbed a
1-1 draw.

But he copped it again after
barely laying a glove on
Wolves, despite Callum Wilson,
Allan Saint-Maximin, Miguel
Almiron, Ryan Fraser and
Jacob Murphy all starting.

Pundit Chris Sutton called it
‘anti-football’, while the Toon
Army are just bored.

Skipper Jamaal Las-
celles is a major doubt
in defence tomorrow
with a foot injury.

And supporters may
need to think again if
they expect all those
attackers to become the
reincarnation of Kevin
Keegan’s ‘Entertainers’.

Bruce added: “We’ve had too
many shots on our goal and too
many chances created against us.

“We would love to be the
Entertainers again but it’s just
not possible so we have to get
that balance right.

“When we open ourselves up
we concede.

“We would like to be more
adventurous but we can’t keep
expecting to score three every
week and that’s what we have
needed to do to win.”

Bruce is already looking at
January transfer targets, with
the side screaming out for a
powerful midfielder.

Bruce added: “The scouting
team have set themselves up at
St James’ Park and are there
three days a week.

“It’s difficult just to watch a
video and I’ve seen something
like 12 games this week.

“We’ve got to be careful we
don’t oversaturate that.

“So we’re identifying
the targets and hope-
fully get the chance to
see them live, because
buying someone without
seeing them is certainly
not my cup of tea.”
 NEWCASTLE (likely): Darlow, Krafth,
Schar, Fernandez, Lewis; Hendrick, Hay-
den; Murphy, Almiron, Saint-Maximin;
Wilson.

CARLO’S PAPERBACK THE
WRITE STUFF FOR BRUCE

By OSCAR PAUL

Tomorrow, 2pm, WRITE LEGEND . . .
Bruce is huge admirer 
of Everton’s Ancelotti

Tomorrow, 2pm,

Newcastle
v Everton

I can 
read you Lotti 

like a book
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TELEPATHYTELEPATHY
Kane & Son work like me & Teddy

DARREN ANDERTON formed a
bond with Teddy Sheringham
during a grumpy flight back
from Gazza’s Lazio.

The pair went on to become
one of Tottenham’s greatest-ever
Premier League partnerships on
the pitch — combining for 27 goals
during their spell together.

But now they risk being eclipsed
by the Harry Kane and Son
Heung-min show. 

Their most recent double act
against Burnley saw them reach
29, seven off leaders Didier Drogba
and Frank Lampard with Chelsea.

Anderton was watching that game
on TV when the stat appeared on
the bottom of his screen.

He said: “I joked with my wife
me and Teddy were fourth on that
list and within 20 minutes we had
been shoved down to fifth!”

But is the former Spurs wideman
surprised by the sudden rise of
this deadly pair ahead of their
clash with Brighton tomorrow?

Anderton, 48, said: “The way
Son plays is just so clinical. 

“He was more of an out-and-out
winger but now has moved infield,
a bit like Cristiano Ronaldo did at
Manchester United. Harry is such a

clever player and is so aware of
where Son is at all times and that
is normally running in behind. 

“They have teams running scared
as they don’t know what to do, press
Kane or stay deep to mark Son?

“They have built up this amazing
understanding between one
another, almost like they are on
the same wavelength telepathically.”

The same could be said of
Anderton and Sheringham, who
were a deadly duo back in the
Prem’s inaugural 1992-93 campaign.

It saw Teddy grab 21 goals while
Darren got six from out wide.

Anderton was struggling physically
and mentally before Teddy’s arrival
from Nottingham Forest in 1992
— partly due to a dodgy hernia
that needed operating on.

He explained: “We went over
to Lazio to play in a game with
Paul Gascoigne.

“I was only 20 at the time but
spent the whole match complaining
and moaning as I wasn’t being
given the ball. It carried on when I
was sat next to Teddy on the plane.

“He goes, ‘Corr, you moan don’t
you’ but he loved it and took me
under his wing from then on. I got

a few assists with him and my
confidence skyrocketed.

“I would get at defenders out
wide, turn them and whip a ball
in. That was my game. 

“Even if it was on the halfway
line I could take one touch and
whip it and Teddy would be there.”

Then there was the ‘Sheringham
corner’ — Anderton would whip
a ball on to the penalty spot for
Sheringham to smash home.

Anderton grinned: “We managed
to score from that for three weeks
on the bounce. 

“We never practised it. Teddy
just gave me the nod one week
and said ‘Pass it’.

“I remember doing it against
Chelsea and Dennis Wise went
crazy. He knew what was coming
but with my delivery and Teddy’s
technique, it was so hard to stop.”

He added: “Under Ossie Ardiles
we were given such a lot of attack-
ing freedom at Spurs.

“Even under the more defensively
structured Gerry Francis, me and
Teddy were given licence to play,
similar to what Jose Mourinho is
now doing with this seriously good
Tottenham squad.”

Anderton admits he was “gutted”
when his partner in crime left

for Manchester United in 1997,
especially after turning down a
move to Old Trafford himself two
years earlier.

But the pair remain close friends
to this day, with Sheringham
even going on Anderton’s stag do
in Marbella to watch Tottenham’s
Champions League final loss to
Liverpool in 2019.

Anderton admitted: “We don’t
really talk about the partnership
now. Teddy was without doubt
the best I played with — alongside
Gazza and Jurgen Klinsmann.

“Whenever Teddy does interviews,
he always mentions me. 

“But we don’t stand on the
golf course and wax lyrical about
each other. It’s actually more the
opposite over short putts!

“But we get on so well still.
We had loads of nights out with
so much banter, then we would go
out on the pitch and have such an
understanding of each other.

“And then to be able to do that
with your mate in an England
shirt is an extra bonus. 

“Our national team in 1996 and
1998 benefited from that.

“It is just a shame that will
not be the case with Kane and
Son at the Euros.”

DARREN ANDERTON EXCLUSIVE
By JORDAN DAVIES

JUST TWO GOOD . . . 
Spurs legends Anderton 
and Sheringham (left)

and now Kane and Son

MOST ALL-TIME PREMIER
LEAGUE GOAL COMBINATIONS
Frank Lampard & Didier Drogba ...............36
SON HEUNG-MIN & HARRY KANE ..........29
David Silva & Sergio Aguero .....................29
Robert Pires & Thierry Henry...................29
Darren Anderton & Teddy Sheringham ...27

BALE . . . ‘improving’

Jose: Bale 
is different

Tomorrow, 7.15pm,

Spurs v
Brighton

By PAUL JIGGINS

JOSE MOURINHO admits Gareth
Bale is no longer the player he
once was.

But the Tottenham boss has
promised the struggling Wales
superstar will get better.

Bale is set to return to the
bench for the Prem clash at
home to Brighton tomorrow
after failing to impress in
Thursday’s shock 1-0 Europa
League loss at Royal Antwerp.

The 31-year-old has not
completed 90 minutes since
rejoining Spurs on a season loan
from Real Madrid last month —
as he continues to build up his
fitness following 18 months in
the cold at the Bernabeu.

He looks a shadow of the
player who moved to Spain for
£86million in September 2013.

Mourinho said: “Seven years is
a long, long, long gap. Which
player in the world is the same
as he was seven years ago?

“Sometimes they’re not better
or worse, they’re just different
players. So for sure he is a
different player.

“He is working very, very hard.
To play 90 minutes is still hard,
to play high intensity is still
difficult, but he’s improving.

“Hopefully he will be back to a
better level soon.”

Mourinho hopes to welcome
back defender Eric Dier and
midfielder Tanguy Ndombele
after knocks. He said of
Ndombele: “We’ve missed him.”
 TOTTENHAM (likely): Lloris, Doherty, Dier,
Alderweireld, Reguilon, Lo Celso, Ndombele,
Hojbjerg, Moura, Kane, Son.

Seagulls’ 
Pott shot

By ISABELLE BARKER

GRAHAM POTTER blasted critics
who claim Brighton have had a
poor start to the Prem season.

The Seagulls’ last league win
was a 3-0 thumping of Newcas-
tle more than a month ago.

They were held 1-1 by West
Brom last time out after Karlan
Grant’s late leveller.

Boss Potter, whose 16th-placed
side go to Tottenham tomorrow,
snapped: “For us to sit and go
‘It’s a really bad start, we’ve got
five points’, I find that strange.

“The frustration is not with
the players, they give everything.

“Performances have been
really, really good and we’ve got
one of the youngest teams.

“If we’re expected to win games
just because we’re Brighton, I
must have missed the memo!
We’ve never been a top team.”
  BRIGHTON (likely): Ryan, Webster, Burn,
Veltman, Lamptey, White, Bissouma, March,
Lallana, Trossard, Maupay.

BRIGHTON have won only two of their last 15 Premier 
League games in London — with five draws and 
eight defeats, those victories coming against 
Crystal Palace and Arsenal last year.

HARRY KANE has eight assists in his six Premier 
League appearances so far this season. That is 
already more than the Tottenham striker has ever 
managed over an entire campaign.

in association with
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EXPERIENCE . . . Deeney (left) and Cathcart

DEAN SMITH is glad to finally
have ‘Super John McGinn’
back to his best — after the
Scot sustained a second big
injury last season which he
secretly suffered in silence.

Villa fans knew the midfielder,
26, broke an ankle eight minutes
into Southampton’s 3-1 win on
their last Villa Park visit in
December. 

But they were unaware
of a second fracture, to
his shin, picked up days
before his scheduled
comeback against Chel-
sea because it was the
first fixture to fall to the
March lockdown.

Villa fans wrongly
believed  McGinn had six
months of rehab banked
when he returned
against Sheffield United in June
— when the reality was he had
only been training for 10 days!

Happily, Smith says McGinn
(above) is fully fit again and can
show his true colours in the fix-
ture where his troubles started.

Smith said: “John was due to
be on the bench against Chelsea,

just before lockdown but that
game was cancelled. The reality
is he wouldn’t have played
because the scan had showed
that there was a recurrence of
the fracture.

“It just shows how remarkable
it was he managed to play nine
of the last 10 games of the sea-
son for us. He wasn’t at his nor-

mal level but I knew
what he could give us.

"People remembered
John McGinn from
before the injury but he
wasn’t quite the same.
We expected that but
the fans didn’t realise
he’d had a further set-
back during lockdown as
it wasn’t publicised.”

He added: “Fortunately
he’s a strong character —

one of the strongest we’ve got
around the place — and he’s
showing now, for Villa and Scot-
land, what a good player he is.
He’s getting back to his best.”
VILLA (likely): Martinez; Cash, Konsa, Mings,
Targett; McGinn, Douglas Luiz, Barkley; Trezeguet,
Watkins, Grealish.

RALPH HASENHUTTL is glad
he kept the faith with red-hot
Che Adams.

Striker Adams has two goals
in his last two games and will
be hungry for more when visiting
Aston Villa tomorrow.

But it was a different story
last season where he took 11
months to net his first Saints
strike since arriving from Bir-
mingham for £15million.

Boss Hasenhuttl could
have cut his losses on
Adams (right), 24, in
January when Leeds
were keen to sign him.

But the Austrian knew
he would come good
alongside Danny Ings
and refused to sell.

Hasenhuttl said: “It
was not always easy for
me to say I will give
him the chance to play because
he had a tough season with lots
of chances without scoring.

“He was showing in training
sessions he could score but was
not bringing that form into
games — and that was definitely
a problem. There was a lot

INSIDE TRADING TOP TIPS FROM
THE TRADING FLOOR

LAST weekend was another
good one for the layers.

The Manchester City result
against West Ham (1-1) and
the bore draw at Old Trafford
were two particular highlights
for bookies.

City are up first again this
weekend with a lunchtime trip
to struggling Sheffield United.

The Blades played well in a
2-1 defeat at Anfield and could
— and maybe should — have
sneaked a draw. But their

obvious problem is a
distinct lack of goals.

City have been very tricky to
predict this year and plenty of
punters have had their fingers
burnt at short prices.

But Sergio Aguero and
Gabriel Jesus apart, they are
getting players back from
injury.

Because of this, look for a
way to back City at an odds-
against price and the selection

that appeals most is City to
Win To Nil at 5-4.

In today’s evening kick-off,
Liverpool’s walking wounded
take on West Ham and are
struggling to find two fit
centre-halves to pair up.

The Reds haven’t been that
impressive recently but have
been finding a way to win. 

Given their injury woes,
there will be interest for West
Ham at 7-1 but Liverpool
should scrape by yet again.

They may struggle to keep

West Ham out, so Liverpool
and Both Teams To Score is
the choice at 29-20.

The marquee game is on
Sunday as Manchester United
host Arsenal.

You wouldn’t think there is
that much between the teams
in terms of ability.

Given United’s less-than-
impressive home form this
season in the Premier League,
back Arsenal at 5-2 to take the
three points to bring the Red
Devils back down to earth.

Advertorial

missing and a good message is
if a striker has chances then it
is only a matter of time before
he starts scoring.

“It was not only the scoring that
convinced me but also the way he
wanted to play for the team.

“He has not scored in every
game this season but he is

working very hard and
the relationship with
Ingsy is a good one.”

Adams and Ings have
started together in every
Premier League game
this term in a
formidable partnership.

Hasenhuttl added: “It’s
not 100 per cent necessary
but it helps, definitely. If
it’s your good friend, you
can also blame him when

he doesn’t help you!
“Normally there shouldn’t be

so much communication on the
pitch because everyone knows
what he has to do.”
 SOUTHAMPTON (likely): McCarthy, Walker-Peters,
Bednarek, Vestergaard, Bertrand, Ward-Prowse,
Romeu, Armstrong, Redmond, Ings, Adams.

Tomorrow, noon, SS Box Office &

Villa v Southampton

CHE FORWARD
LOOKS BRIGHT

By TOM BARCLAY

MAC’S BACK 
TO HIS BEST

By GRAEME BRYCE



GOOD GOD . . . Coventry ace Matt 
Godden bags his side’s second goal and 
Sam McCallum (above) smashed No 3

COVENTRY READING

MATCH STATS
4/6 ....... Shots on/off target .......7/5
4 ...............Blocked shots ...............3
41% .............Possession.............59%
378..................Passes..................537
4/2..........Corners/offsides..........5/1
5/0..........Yellow/red cards..........0/0


SOUTHAMPTON have won 12 
Prem games in 2020. Only 
Liverpool (18) Man City (15) 
and Wolves (13) have more.
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P W D L F A Pts
Reading ........ 9 7 1 1 17 6 22
B’mouth........8 4 4 0 11 6 16

Millwall .........8 4 3 1 10 5 15
Swansea.......8 4 3 1 10 5 15
Watford........8 4 3 1 8 4 15
Bristol City ...8 4 2 2 11 7 14

Norwich........8 4 2 2 9 7 14
Middlesbro...8 3 4 1 8 5 13
Luton ............ 8 4 1 3 7 7 13
Stoke ............ 8 3 3 2 9 9 12
Brentford.....8 3 2 3 13 11 11
Blackburn.....8 3 1 4 18 11 10
Preston.........8 3 1 4 10 10 10
Cardiff ..........8 2 4 2 7 7 10
Birmingham..8 2 4 2 5 5 10
Huddersf’d ...8 3 1 4 7 10 10
Rotherham...8 2 3 3 8 9 9
Coventry ...... 9 2 2 5 9 18 8
Barnsley........8 1 4 3 9 10 7
QPR................8 1 4 3 6 10 7
Nottm For.....8 1 3 4 5 10 6

Derby............8 1 2 5 4 12 5
Wycombe ..... 8 0 1 7 3 16 1
Sheff Wed .... 8 2 2 4 5 9 –4

(Sheffield Wednesday deducted 12 pts)

IVAN TONEY
has hit eight
goals in
his last
six league

games. They have
come from just 11
shots on target, to
give the red-hot
Brentford striker
(below) a 72 per
cent conversion rate.

8

IF Wycombe
fail to beat
Sheffield
Wednesday
today it will

be nine without a
win in the league. 

The last time they
waited that long for
a win from the start
of a season was
1998-99 (12 games). 

9

NORWICH go
to Bristol City
today having
lost just two
of their last

25 away games in
the second tier,
with an impressive
14 wins and nine
draws in that time.

2
LUTON boss
Nathan
Jones
(below) has
led them to

13 points after
eight games — their
best start to a sec-
ond-tier season
since they had 14
at this stage in
2005-06.

13
of years at the club. They know
the philosophy and are a good
example to the rest of the team.

“It’s like having a second
coach in the dressing room.

“Craig and Troy remember
the years when the team had
been in the Championship and
it’s important because the
Premier League is so different
from this division.

“The style of the game and
decision-making has to be differ-
ent, you must adapt because if
you don’t, it’ll be very difficult.” 

Ivic has been frustrated byEXPERIENCE . . . Deeney (left) and Cathcart

VLAD GLAD HE CAN CALL ON PAIR
TROY DEENEY and Craig
Cathcart can be Watford’s
biggest weapons in their bid
to bounce straight back up.

That is the view of Hornets
boss Vladimir Ivic, who says the
pair are like assistant managers
in the dressing room.

SunSport columnist Deeney,
32, and Cathcart, 31, are the
only two surviving members of
the team that won promotion to
the Premier League in 2015.

And their Serbian boss
believes that experience is going
to be priceless.

He said: “It’s important to
have players who’ve spent a lot

the past seven days after being
pegged back by a leveller
against Bournemouth at Vicar-
age Road deep into stoppage
time on Saturday before
becoming the first team to drop
points against Wycombe on
Tuesday in a 1-1 stalemate.

Ivic said: “We cannot be sat-
isfied with the last two matches
because we’ve conceded goals at
set-pieces. We need to learn
from these games and adapt to
this league.”

The Hornets have only con-
ceded four goals in their eight
league matches — but on the
flip side have netted just eight.

In fact, they only scored more

than one goal once, in the 3-1
win over Blackburn ten days
ago. Ivic is not too concerned
as he believes goals will come.

The Watford chief said: “We
can’t just work on one area of
the game. It’s about getting the
balance right between attack
and defence. 

“More goals will come. We’ve
been creating chances in the
last two games and against
Blackburn we missed chances. 

“The problem is when you
don’t create. If you miss them,
OK, but if you don’t create it
can be a problem. 

“We’re showing more progress
and this will improve.”

By JUSTIN ALLEN

of years at the club. They know

COVENTRY beat Reading for the first time in 11 league 
games — their first victory since back in February 2005. 
Boss Mark Robins also enjoyed his first ever win over the 
Royals in six attempts.

TROY DEENEY has scored four goals in his last four 
Championship appearances for Watford against 
Barnsley — and netted in both league fixtures between 
the two when they last met in the 2013-14 campaign.

One touch, 
bang... for
super Samsuper Sam
ROOKIE’S SCORCHER SEALS IT 

By JUSTIN ALLEN

SAM McCALLUM scored with
his first touch to seal a
stunning win for Coventry
last night.

The defender — who was playing
non-league for Herne Bay just two
years ago — was picked up by the
club from the Jamie Vardy V9
Academy.

But at St Andrew’s, he came on
and fired home a 30-yarder to put
extra gloss on a great night for
Mark Robins’ men.

It also inflicted early pace-setters
Reading’s first defeat of the season.

The Royals — who had won
seven of their opening eight games
— were not at the races.

They found themselves trailing to
Gustavo Hamer’s 23rd-minute
opener — and although Lucas Joao
fired his ninth goal of the season
to level in the 66th minute, Matt
Godden was on hand to restore
the lead with 14 minutes left.

Then came McCallum’s goal —
but a tense final few moments
were set up when sub George Pus-
cas pulled one back three minutes
into stoppage time.

Reading went into the game with
the chance to go nine points clear
but they struggled to find their
blistering form.

They were almost gifted a first-
minute opener when Fankaty Dabo
played an awful pass across his
own goal and Sone Aluko was
alert to it but just could not quite

get his legs to the ball in time to
steer home.

And Michael Olise then played a
perfectly weighted pass back for
Alfa Semedo but the Benfica
loanee shot wastefully over when
well-placed at the edge of the box.

Coventry captain and striker
Godden almost gave his side a
shock lead when he got on the end
of a superb Ryan Giles’ cross but
headed over from point-blank
range.

Reading should have gone ahead
when Dabo was caught napping as
his back-pass was latched on to
by Joao.

Coventry moved in front against
the run of play.

Godden laid the ball to Hamer,
who squeezed home a superb shot
past Rafael from 20 yards.

Coventry were now causing
Reading trouble.

And Max Biamou had a good
chance to add No 2 but just saw
the ball get away from his right
foot after being played in by
Godden on the edge of the box.

Then Hamer’s corner was met by
a free header from Michael Rose
but it was blocked.

Olise had a thunderous shot
blocked by Ben Sheaf. Reading
appealed for a penalty for hand-
ball but referee David Webb

rightly waved it away. Reading
wasted an opening early in the
second half when Josh Laurent
curled a shot straight at Marosi.

The Royals were left off, though,
when Olise’s square pass was
intercepted but Godden fired over.

But the league leaders started to
find a bit of momentum in the
game and Tomas Esteves whipped
in a great cross from the right but
Joao’s header flashed wide.

But there was no denying the
big frontman from getting the visi-
tors on terms.

Laurent cleverly slipped the ball
through some Coventry legs to find
the striker 25 yards out.

The big man still had to shrug
off three players and that he did
to find space, open his shoulders
and rattle home a left-footed effort
from the edge of the box.

But Coventry had a great chance
to get their noses back in front
when a Biamou effort struck the
crossbar.

Then from a corner, Dabo saw
his thumping effort pushed away
by Marosi but the ball only fell as
far as Godden to ram home No 2.

But Reading came back fighting
and down the other end an Aluko
free-kick was saved.

And, just when you thought the
game was on a knife-edge, Coventry
clinched victory with a stunner. Pick-
ing the ball up from 30 yards, sub
McCallum let fly with his first touch
to beat Marosi all ends up.

Puskas’ goal would not be enough.

Coventry..........................3
Reading...........................2

in association with
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IT’S OFFICIAL, Millwall are
the best team in Europe —
at keeping goals out of
the net!

The Lions are proving
every bit as fearsome as
their reputation, racking
up 14 clean sheets in
2020 — a more
miserly defen-

IT’S OFFICIAL, Millwall are
the best team in Europe —
at keeping goals out of
the net!

every bit as fearsome as
their reputation, racking
up 
2020 — a more
miserly defen-

Lions best 
in Europe

MILLWALL ................................14
Getafe......................................13
Borussia Dortmund ...............13
Real Madrid.............................13
Barcelona................................12
Bayern Munich .......................12
Atletico Madrid.......................12

MOST CLEAN SHEETS 
  IN LEAGUE IN 2020

(Top 5 Euro leagues & Ch'ship)

TIGHT . . . clean sheet in 
the 2-0 win over Preston

By FRANKIE CHRISTOU

sive unit than any team in
Europe’s top leagues.

They have eclipsed last
year’s total of 13 as they
prepare for today’s home
clash with Huddersfield. 

Millwall are two ahead of
Euro kings Bayern Munich.


HUDDERSFIELD have lost 12 of their last 16 
away league matches in London (W2 D2), 
losing their last three while conceding at 
least three goals each time (ten in total).
losing their last three while conceding at 
least three goals each time (ten in total).

Harry  on & on
MIDFIELD TERRIER     LOVING TOFF RUN  
HARRY TOFFOLO is set to start
his 100th consecutive EFL match
today and is dedicating it to the
woman he loves.

The Huddersfield left-back’s better
half Annie has raised their two child-
ren — Luca, four, and Enzo, two (right)
— and is currently 28 weeks pregnant
expecting their daughter during what
has been a staggering run of games.

What makes Toffolo’s achievement
special is that those games have come
across all three EFL divisions.

The run started when he made his
debut for previous club Lincoln at
Northampton in August 2018.

He started all 46 matches as the
Imps won League Two before another
26 games in League One until his Jan-
uary move to Huddersfield.

There, he has played all 27 of their
Championship games since.

And Toffolo, 25, said: “I credit Annie.
When I started this run our two little
boys were under two and, as they’ve
grown up, she’s taken responsibility.

“In recent months, I’ve had games
here, there and everywhere.

“Right now, she’s 28-weeks’ pregnant

and has to also deal with our two
nutters! She’s been unbelievable and
given me the opportunity to make this
achievement.”

The irony is his 100th straight EFL
game is against Millwall, where he did
not play during his six months there
but has started every match since.

Ex-boss Danny Cowley and his
brother and assistant Nicky played a
huge part in Toffolo’s career. They took
him to Lincoln and then Huddersfield.

Toffolo revealed: “Danny sold Lincoln
to me — a club I knew about from
their famous FA Cup run. But I
remember asking him ‘How are you
going to make me better?’ And they’ve
made me ten times the player I was.

“My aims were to win League Two
and get into the team of the year. I
achieved both.”

The Cowleys moved to Huddersfield
last September and Toffolo continued
his development under Michael Apple-
ton before following the brothers.

And the Terriers ace said: “Appleton
was brilliant in the short time I spent
with him, we had great chats. You can

EXCLUSIVE by JUSTIN ALLEN
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POTT LUCKPOTT LUCK
O’Neill sorts gambling issue

RAY WINSTONE repeats the
same message every night on
telly — “Please”, he grunts,
“gamble responsibly.”

Yet the Coates family who own
Stoke City and run bet365 — the
company Hollywood hardman
Winstone advertises — have not
followed their own advice.

First they took a massive punt
on Mark Hughes, who twice broke
the club’s transfer record in his
quest to transform the club from
simple Potters into Big Six
European artists.

The Welsh boss did register the
club’s highest–ever Prem finish of
ninth three times in a row.

He splashed out a staggering
sum by Stoke’s standards on
transfer fees — but by the time
Hughes was sacked in January
2018 they were a busted flush.

Replacement Paul Lambert
discovered too many bad bets
at the club.

They went down and, were
it not for the fortunes bet365
generate for the Coates
family — it made £2.98bil-
lion last year — Stoke
would have gone bust.

Only now are the
Potters beginning to

look short odds to get
out of the hole.

Michael O’Neill,
the fourth boss

since Hughes,
has them

eyeing
the

play-offs against Rotherham today.
And while O’Neill kept them out of
League One, there were times when
it looked like he had backed the 
wrong horse. 

He said: “The change in mood
around the place has been pretty
radical.

“When I came in, there were too
many players looking at the exit
door — and that doesn’t help in
any way with chemistry.

“Considering the amount of
significant investment that had
gone into the squad before I got
here, what we were getting back
wasn’t reflected in that.

“So now you have a group of
players who are out on loan and
don’t want to be here.

“I think what we have in the
other group is hunger and passion
— although passion is the least you
should expect from a player.

“Now we have players who do
want to be here. 

“We wanted to be certain that
we were bringing in the right
types, as opposed maybe to some
who arrived before I got here.”

The ex-Shamrock Rovers chief
might also have said that someone
in the bet365 Stadium had finally
decided to stop throwing good
money after bad — and to start
gambling responsibly. 

Meanwhile, the Potters have suf-
fered a huge blow with the news
that goalkeeper Adam Davies, 28,
has been ruled out for at least a
month with a medial knee liga-
ment injury.



















 Barnsley v Watford

Bournemouth v Derby
Bristol City v Norwich (12.30)

Luton v Brentford
Middlesbrough v Nottingham Forest

Millwall v Huddersfield
Preston v Birmingham

QPR v Cardiff
Stoke v Rotherham

Swansea v Blackburn
Wycombe v Sheffield Wednesday

STOKE winger Tom Ince has scored eight 
goals in five league starts against 
Rotherham, scoring in his only game 
against the Millers for Stoke in Sep 2018.




















Middlesbrough v Nottingham Forest
Swansea v Blackburn

Wycombe v Sheffield Wednesday
Rotherham, scoring in his only game 
against the Millers for Stoke in Sep 2018.

Harry  on & on
MIDFIELD TERRIER     LOVING TOFF RUN  

see his quality as a coach by what he’s
doing with Lincoln now, but the chance
to play in the Championship was too
good to turn down.”

Toffolo played a key role as the Ter-
riers beat the drop to League One.

And he admitted: “It’s only when in
adversity you know what
you’re capable of.

“Beating West Brom,
which all but guaranteed
our survival, was a special
moment.”

The Cowleys left and
were replaced by Carlos
Corberan during the close
season yet Toffolo still con-
tinues to start.

And he said: “The one
thing you need is consis-
tency because managers
want to know they can
trust and depend on you.

“I’ve always pushed myself hard,
staying behind after training, doing
extra sessions.

“The modern-day footballer can’t just
come into work and go home.

“Those days are gone. No disrespect
to players from 20 years ago but they

didn’t have tablets to work from.
We go into such detail. If I’m up
against someone left-footed who
plays on the right, nine times out
of ten he’ll come inside.”

Toffolo feared his chances
of playing 100 games were

in doubt after he
injured a knee
at Brentford last
month.

But he said: “In League
One and Two, you get lots
of niggles so understand
your body more. I got lucky
with that one, strapped it
up and got on with it.”

Toffolo loves working for
Corberan even if he does
find the infamous ‘Murder-
ball’ training sessions, well,
murder.

He said: “The great thing
is they’re so intense that

when you get to a game it won’t
be as hard as that.

“It works when we go to the
93rd minute and we’re still
sprinting in behind and back.
We’re now just eating it all up.”

By KEN LAWRENCE

VALERIEN TYKES UP 
THE CHALLENGE

+ + +CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND-UP+ + +

‘PICKY’ Barnsley boss Valerien Ismael
is out to improve on his perfect start.

The Tykes host WATFORD bidding to
build on an impressive debut for their
new French manager in the 3-0 mid-
week thumping of QPR.

Striker Conor Chaplin revealed:
“Managers are picky and rightly so
because if they’re not, who’s going to
be? There are ways to improve after a
good win and that’s very important.

“The manager has new ideas — so
we all need to buy into that.”

BLACKBURN centre-forward Adam
Armstrong reckons he is now a
‘cereal’ goal-getter.
Rovers’ ten-goal top scorer has hit

the ground running this season to
underpin Tony Mowbray’s men as the
Championship’s top scorers with 18
going into this weekend’s games.

That is in part thanks to the
Geordie’s altered breakfast regime
and, ahead of the trip to SWANSEA,
Armstrong said: “I’m not doing any-
thing too different, probably just
changed my cereals in the morning.

I’ve just been working hard and the
chances seem to be going in.”

Scott Sinclair reckons bagging the
first goal will help to end PRESTON’S
damaging home hoodoo.

It is six hours and counting without
finding the net at Deepdale for Alex
Neil’s men, who have lost all four
Championship home games this term.

Ahead of the visit by BIRMINGHAM,
former Celtic midfielder Sinclair said:
“We can’t afford to feel sorry for our-
selves. We need to get that first goal.”

ROTHERHAM boss Paul Warne joked
it is only a matter of time before they
build a statue in his honour.

The Millers travel to STOKE after
the 3-0 victory over SHEFFIELD
WEDNESDAY cemented Warne’s status
as the first manager for 44 years to
lead the club to a home league victory
over their South Yorkshire neighbours.

He laughed: “If they haven’t started
the statue it is getting beyond a joke.

“I want a big collective statue with
all the players — and me maybe a
little bit bigger.”

on & on
MIDFIELD TERRIER     LOVING TOFF RUN  

STOKE MONEY
SPENT

(Last five seasons)
2020-21......................£2m
2019-20......................£6m
2018-19............. £58.35m
2017-18................£44.5m
2016-17................... £36m

£2m2020-21......................2020-21......................2020-21......................£2m
2019-20......................£6m2019-20......................£6m
2020-21......................£2m£2m£2m£2m£2m£2m£2m2020-21......................2020-21......................£2m
2019-20......................£6m£6m£6m£6m£6m£6m

£2m2020-21......................2020-21......................
2019-20......................

DECENT PUNT . . . Stoke 
manager Michael O’Neill

TOFFOLO . . .
amazing run

in association with
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ATHLONE WE STAND
Adrian: Cup can 
spark local buy-in

By OWEN COWZER

ADRIAN CARBERRY is Athlone
Town through and through.

And he reckons getting through
to an FAI Cup semi-final can con-
vert others, too. 

Athlone host Shelbourne today in
a Cup quarter-final — their biggest
game since winning promotion to
the Premier Division in 2013.

They were relegated the following
year and have not troubled the
upper echelons since then. 

It has been the recent tale for a
club that was once among the
league’s giants. That 2014 season
was their only one in the top flight
in the past 25 seasons.

That lack of success and some
high-profile issues have also lost
them a lot of fans.

They were unable to fulfil a fix-
ture with Waterford in 2016 and
there was a match-fixing probe in
2017, though goalkeeper Igor Labuts
was ultimately vindicated. 

But head coach Carberry is sure
the right steps are being made
to change that perception. 

He told SunSport: “I’m Ath-
lone born and bred and it
hurts me . . . as an ex-player, I
always felt there was poten-
tial. And it got to the point
where it was, ‘Adrian, you can
no longer knock it, you have
to get involved’. I was with
the Under-15s and I’ve moved
on quicker than I thought. 

“The guys running the club have
the best interests of the club at
heart. But we need a local buy-in.

“The last couple of years, we’ve
trained in Dublin and that doesn’t
work. You need to build a club
culture where people want to wear
the famous blue and black. 

“We’re starting off from a low
base, we know that, but we want
to build something here.”

Carberry (above) immediately
moved training to Athlone, explain-
ing: “We train at the stadium
where we’ve the 4G pitch.

“We’re the only League of Ireland
club where every team, from men’s,
women’s all the way down to
underage, plays on the main pitch.

“The youth set-up is doing well.
The whole club is growing.”

But Carberry knows there is
nothing like success to move things
on and a victory over Shelbourne

today and an FAI Cup semi-final
next month could capture the
town’s imagination.

He added: “Shelbourne won our
division last year, I know it’s been
tough for them in the Premier but
we’re the underdogs.

“But it’s the Cup. We’ll need luck
but to be two games from a final,
that’s stuff anyone dreams about.”

His side finished bottom of the
First Division with consistency the
biggest issue — they took four points
off title winners Drogheda but won
just three games all season.

He said: “It’s a case of having a
very young team. Our right-back
for much of the season Tumelo
Tlou is 18, our left winger Jack
Reynolds is only gone 18, Adam
Lennon is the same. Taner Dogan
is 22 and Ronan Manning is 20. 

“Young players make mistakes.
We’ve been very good largely
for games but individual
errors have cost us. But play-
ers learn from them. 

“And this is another game
now that, we hope, we can
show what we’ve learned and
get a result.”

With the First Division sea-
son over, Level Five restric-
tions mean Athlone are one

of the few teams lucky enough to
be allowed to continue training. 

And Carberry, who coaches for
the FAI in his day job, admits that
being allowed to keep training
beyond today is a huge incentive. 

He added: “It’s been a mad year.
We’ve been coaching for the FAI
online. Zoom and Teams are great
but you cannot beat face-to-face
coaching, talking to people about
football.

“Having that with Athlone is
brilliant. Even for myself, for my
headspace, and I’m sure the players
are the same as that.”

Opponents Shels will be without
Georgie Poynton, Karl Sheppard,
Lorcan Fitzgerald and the sus-
pended Luke Byrne, who serves the
second of a three-match ban.
 BOYLESPORTS ODDS: Athlone 10-1, Shelbourne 2-9,
Draw 4-1.

VERDICT: Shelbourne

Athlone Town
v Shelbourne

3pm, WatchLOI

SEMI-CONSCIOUS . . . Athlone 
Town’s players know a place in the 

FAI Cup’s last four is at stake
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We have to 
focus againfocus again
KEEP CALM,  GARY ON

By OWEN COWZER

BRAY  WANDERERS boss Gary
Cronin shrugs off the idea of a
rollercoaster week for Galway
United and Cabinteely — having
endured one himself.

For now, the Seagulls are three
wins away from the Premier Divi-
sion as they host the Tribesmen in
the play-off this afternoon.

But two days ago, Cronin
thought his side would be facing
Cabinteely.

And he acknowledged yesterday
that he still could not be sure Cabo
would not be their opponents.

The south Dublin club have
sought legal advice and requested
the written decision of arbitrator
Roderick Maguire SC that has
seen them slip out of the play-offs.

Cabinteely were invited to make
a submission to the arbitrator in a
case they were not part of.

Wexford took the case after they
were found to have fielded an
ineligible player in four games in
August.

Wexford, successfully, argued
they acted in good faith, that the
player had been registered and it
was only later learned he had also
signed for a Swedish club. 

But Cabo had been punished in
2015 in similar circumstances and,
when Wexford were not originally
punished, had appealed. 

That appeal led to Cabinteely’s
draw with Wexford being turned

into a 3-0 win — enough to earn
Cabo fifth place. 

But the arbitration reversed that
so Cabo slipped from fifth to sev-
enth, OUT of the play-off spots.

Galway United, who only
secured sixth spot in injury time
of the final game of the season
against UCD, then climbed to fifth
place when the campaign ended. 

They are aiming to take advan-
tage of their late reprieve as Bray
Wanderers boss Cronin looks to
build his side back up. 

A week ago, his team let slip
their chance of automatic promo-
tion when they lost in injury time
to, of all teams, Galway. 

Cronin told SunSport: “We have
to focus again. I wasn’t aware
there was an appeal in and can’t
understand how it was left late. 

“We were preparing for Cabin-
teely and were told on Thursday
that it is Galway. Now I’m hearing
rumours about Cabinteely, it’s a
bit all over the shop. But we just
have to get on with it.”

Meanwhile, UCD host Longford
Town in the other play-off.

The two winners meet in a
play-off final next weekend. 

The winner of that tie will then
meet the second-last team in the
Premier Division to decide who
competes in next term’s top flight.

First Division
play-offs

GULLS JUST WANNA 
HAVE WON . . . Bray 

Wanderers let slip their 
chance of automatic 

promotion to the Premier 
Division last week




















 FAI CUP QUARTER-FINAL

Athlone Town v Shelbourne
SSE AIRTRICITY LEAGUE

FIRST DIVISION PLAY-OFFS
Bray Wanderers v Galway United

UCD v Longford Town
TOMORROW

SSE AIRTRICITY LEAGUE
PREMIER DIVISION

St Patrick’s Athletic v Dundalk (5.45)
Finn Harps v Shamrock Rovers (7.45)

ATHLONE TOWN have won just one FAI Cup in their 
history, in the 1923-24 season. To add a second this 
term, the First Division’s bottom side will need to 
beat three teams from the top flight.

ATHLONE WE STAND
in association with

JUST TWO GOOD
THE possibility of the top two facing off for the
sixth FAI Cup final in a row remains after last
night’s semi-final draw.

Since 2015, the final has seen the top two in the
league meet — Dundalk and Cork City four times
and the Lilywhites and Shamrock Rovers last year.

And now champions Rovers and second-placed
Bohemians are on opposite sides of the bracket.

The draw was made last night despite
the quarter-finals still needing to be decided.

In the first semi, Athlone or Shelbourne will face
Bohemians or Dundalk. Finn Harps or Rovers will
host Sligo or Derry City in the other tie.
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By DEREK McGREGOR

LEIGH GRIFFITHS is ready
to fire Celtic within 90
minutes of a fourth
straight Treble and told
the club’s critics: This is
NOT a crisis.

The Hoops enter tomor-
row’s Scottish Cup semi-
final against Aberdeen at
Hampden without a win in
four games.

The 2-2 Europa League
draw in Lille on Thursday
followed two defeats and
a 3-3 draw with the Dons
at Pittodrie.

But Griff, who is eager
for a start tomorrow, is
ignoring any negativity.

He said: “Every club in
the world will go through
a difficult time. It just so
happens, ours is now.

“We’re only two points
off what we were last sea-
son, so to call that a cri-
sis? Last season we ended
up winning the league by
13 points, so I wouldn’t
call this a crisis just yet.

“We’ve had a couple of
bad results. But we’re
hoping to turn things
round and what better
way to start than getting
to a Cup final on Sunday?

“We’ve won three
straight Trebles, we want
to make it four. The
desire does increase.

“We know every year
the challenge gets harder
and Aberdeen will make
things really difficult.

“We’re a great squad
and a tight-knit group.
Everybody plays for the
badge, everybody’s fight-
ing for the same cause.”

Griffiths netted in last
week’s draw at Aberdeen
to reach 117 goals for
Celtic, edging towards the
all-time top 20 scorers.

And the Scotland striker
believes he needs to repay
a debt to Neil Lennon and
his team-mates.

He added: “I don’t just
owe the manager. I owe
the team. They’ve stuck by
me through thick and
thin. I’m trying to repay
them as best I can.

“I’ve got two goals off
the bench this season. I’m
only a couple short of
breaking into the top 20
scorers for this club in its
history. That would be a
big achievement.

“I want to be remem-
bered for my goals I’ve
scored. If I can contribute
more for the ten then I’ll
be absolutely delighted.
There are a lot of points
to play for and I want to
do everything I can.”

Kris Ajer looks set to
miss tomorrow’s semi-final
after hobbling out of the
draw in Lille but Hatem
Abd Elhamed returns to
the squad.

AJER . . . injury KO

Leigh: No
trouble  in 
Paradise HAMPDEN STARK . . .

Griffiths has played at 
Scottish national stadium 

for Hoops, Hibs and 
Scotland but never 

without fans present
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would be different if you
had the opportunity to go
there and be nine points
clear with no games in
hand.

“I don’t think we really
need to concern ourselves
with psychological advan-
tages and where the
tables are.

“We have started the
season very well. We are
happy where we are.

“The focus is very
much on us and what we
can do and we take each
game as it comes.

“We will take each
game as it comes, there’s
three points available. 

“We want the three
points, we are hungry for
the three points.”

Paul to play 
for . . . again
By ROBERT MARTIN

PAUL HANLON hit one
of the most important
goals in Hibs’ history
— and he would love to
do the same tonight.

The defender’s last-
ditch leveller at Tyne-
castle in February 2016
sparked a chain of events
that ended 114 years of
Scottish Cup agony for
the Hibees.

They went on to beat
Hearts in the replay and,
in May, shocked Rangers
3-2 in an epic final to
bring the trophy back to
Leith.

The Jambos stand in
Hibs’ way again as they
bid to reach another cup
decider.

Hanlon, 30, said: “That
goal against Hearts is not
something I speak about
too much.

“I know it’s a goal that
ended up meaning more
because we went on to
lift the trophy. 

“But at the time there
were a lot of other big
moments and rounds to
get through.

“When I think of
moments playing against
Hearts, that goal is right
up there with the best I
have had. 

“In terms of going on
to win the Cup there
were a lot of moments
that built up to that. My
last-minute goal at Tyne-

castle was one. But a lot
of hard work has gone
on since we got relegated.

“So much has hap-
pened behind the scenes
— and a lot of work has
gone on on the pitch.

“After winning the Cup
it gave us the platform
for promotion to get the
club back to where Hibs
belong.

“I’m proud to have
been part of that and
excited about what we
can achieve.”

In 2016 Hibs were the
Championship underdogs
but Hanlon insists they
had no fear of their Pre-
miership rivals.

He expects Robbie
Neilson’s Jambos to
approach today’s show-
piece with a similar
mindset.

He added: “There was
no fear from us going
into those games back
then and I’m sure Hearts
will feel the same.

“They will have confi-
dence they can beat us,
but we’re confident we
can beat them.

“Both sides will treat it
the way an Edinburgh
derby should be.

“There will be respect
but we’re both desperate
to win.”

Steven old
Bhoys club

By ANDY DEVLIN

STEVEN GERRARD has
warned his Premiership
pacesetters of the
threat of Celtic, even if
they go nine points
clear of the Hoops.

Gers can widen the
gap over the nine-in-a-
row Scottish title winners
with victory against Kil-
marnock at Rugby Park
tomorrow.

Celts, who are without
a win in four games,
would have two matches
in hand and Gers boss
Gerrard is wary.

He said: “You are talk-
ing about Celtic, who are
a good team. 

“They’re capable of
going on big runs.

“We’re still in October,
it is very early days to be
getting carried away or
ahead of ourselves. It

5pm, Premier Sports 2

Hearts v 
Hibernian

Tomorrow, 12pm

Kilmarnock
v Rangers

CELTIC are on their worst run of form for six 
years. Last Thursday’s 2-2 Europa League 
draw against Lille was the Hoops’ fourth 
consecutive game without a victory. 



















 PREM.............Dundee Utd v Ross County

PREM ................ Livingston v Motherwell
SCOTTISH CUP...........Hearts v Hibs (5pm)

TOMORROW
PREM ....... Kilmarnock v Rangers (12pm)
SCOTTISH CUP .. Celtic v Aberdeen (2.30pm)consecutive game without a victory. 

















Hampden roar
Hampden raw
Hampden roar
Hampden rawHampden raw
GRIFF: STADIUM’S GIVEN ME JOY 
AND PAIN..I’M  GLAD TO GO BACK

By DEREK McGREGOR

LEIGH GRIFFITHS has seen
plenty of Hampden highs and
lows — but he has never seen
the stadium empty.

He has sent the Tartan Army into
ecstasy by flashing free-kicks into
England’s net.

He has celebrated Celtic wins as a
player and Hibs victories  as a fan. 

But he has also suffered semi-final
heartache, and a real sense of grievance,
with the Hoops.

Tomorrow’s last-four clash with Aber-
deen at Hampden Park will be something
new for the Celts hitman.

Griffiths said: “Hampden is going to be
very weird. We’re having to get used to
playing big games without any fans there.

“We’ll need to make sure we bring our
A-game and make sure there are no mis-
takes and that we get to the final.”

On his favourite club moment at Hamp-
den, the lifelong Hibee thinks back to a
stoppage-time winner that saw his club
winning the 2016 Scottish Cup — beating
Rangers 3-2. 

He added: “Probably David Gray scor-
ing THAT header against Rangers!”

The following season, Celts beat Dons
in the Cup final to seal
an Invincible campaign.

Griffiths said: “My
favourite moment with
Celtic would probably be
Tom Rogic’s goal against
Aberdeen, as that was

the first Cup final I
hadn’t lost. For it to
finish so dramati-

cally
with a
last-
min-
ute
win-
ner at

the end of an unbeaten season, I don’t
think that will be topped.

“But that semi-final against Caley This-
tle in 2015 also shows you exactly what
can happen in these games.

“If the handball had been given for us,
it would have been a penalty and they
would have been down to ten men.

“Inverness would have found it very dif-
ficult to come back against us.

“But the decision went against us, we
went out and Inverness went on to win
the Cup. That can be the downside.”

Josh Meekings escaped punishment  for
handball on the line in the 2015 semi-fi-
nal loss, which denied Ronny Deila a
possible Treble.

A year later, Celts suffered more semi-
final heartache against Rangers, with boss
Deila paying the ultimate price.

But Griff and his team-mates have
known nothing but Scottish Cup semi-fi-
nal success since. Rogic’s goal set the seal
on the undefeated season for Brendan
Rodgers, in the most dramatic of circum-
stances in the 2017 final.

The Australian ace also found the net
when Celtic dumped the Dons in their
last Scottish Cup meeting at Pittodrie in
April last year.

Hoops are going for a 12th successive
trophy and Griffiths says the hunger within
Neil Lennon’s squad is as strong as ever.

But there is an acceptance Aberdeen,
boosted by their display at Pittodrie in
last week’s 3-3 draw, are a real threat to
Celts’ clean sweep bid.

Griff said: “Aberdeen have assembled a
good squad and Derek McInnes’ sides are
always well-organised. 

“They have Sam Cosgrove up front. He’s
a big focal point and getting him back is

a huge boost for them.
“But we’ve got players coming back

from injury and illness as well.” 
Cosgrove stepped from the bench last

week to cause problems for Shane Duffy
and Co. Griffiths also made his mark as
a sub in a rollercoaster encounter with a
stunning strike. 

He knows the Dons have players who
can trouble the Treble-chasers tomorrow.

Griffiths added: “Who do I admire at
Aberdeen? I wouldn’t say I admire them,
but Jonny Hayes was with us for a few
seasons and is a great player.

“They have got two boys in midfield,
Ross McCrorie and Lewis Ferguson, and
they make it difficult for you. Cosgrove
up front is a handful, but we’ve got a lot
of players here with plenty of quality.

“We know what we’ve got, we know the
squad and backroom staff we’ve got.

“We’re all fighting for the same cause,
so anybody who wants to disrupt us, well,
they can try their best — it’s not going to
affect us.” 

Meanwhile, Griffiths claimed Scotland’s
Euro play-off final in Serbia on November
12 is the furthest thing from his mind,
although he would love to be involved.

Steve Clarke will name his squad next
week, with the hitman unsure if he has
done enough to merit a place alongside the
likes of Lyndon Dykes and Ryan Fraser. 

But the Hoops striker confessed his pri-
ority is persuading Lennon to pick him.

He said: “That’s up to the manager and
what he sees in training.

“But if I’m not selected in the XI who
start at Hampden, I won’t be too disap-
pointed as I know my time will come.

“I’ll wait on that chance coming off the
bench to try and help the team.

“My club football is the priority and I
want to be training well and making sure
I’m playing well here.

“I want to be back in Celtic’s starting
XI before I even start thinking about
pulling on a Scotland jersey. I want to be
fit and back among the goals for Celtic.”

Celtic v
Aberdeen

Tomorrow, 2.30pm, Premier Sports 1

SHADES OF 
GRAY . . .  (from 
left) David Gray 
nets, Tom Rogic 

goes wild after late 
winner in 2017 and 

Josh Meekings 
handles on line

HIB HIB HOORAY . . .  Hanlon (centre) celebrates 2016 goal
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BREW UP 
A STORMA STORM
Lean, Rhian machine
RHIAN BREWSTER can start to
repay Sheffield United’s millions
with his first top-flight goal
against Manchester City today. 

The former Liverpool starlet made
his first Premier League start last week
at Anfield against his old club, follow-
ing a £23.5 million switch to the Blades.

Liverpool did not want to lose the
hot prospect and have a buy-back
clause for a player that needs more
first-team experience.

His record last season on loan at
Swansea City — 11 goals in 22 appear-
ances — shows he knows how to finish.

Chris Wilder has not rushed to use
him, giving him a debut against Ful-
ham as a substitute and then 64 min-
utes at Anfield.

He has still to find his feet with no
shots in either game but City’s leaky
defence and high line is an example of

the type of opponent he loves to exploit.
The 20-year-old is 11-4 to score at any
time today with the Blades a very large
8-1 to get their first win of the season.

City’s 3-10 is probably more like it
but the near-even money 20-23 on both
teams to score is worth backing. 

Sheffield United’s last three games
have seen both teams net, while four of
City’s five Premier League outings have
gone the same way.

Later today, Chelsea can get their
first Premier League victory in three
games by winning away at Burnley. 

They are 11-20 to beat a Clarets team
that have failed to score in three of
their five league games so far.
 NAP: Sheffield United v Manchester City BTTS @ 20-23.
 TREBLE: Manchester City, Chelsea & Liverpool @ 2-1.
 ANYTIME SCORER: Rhian Brewster @ 11-4.

By OWEN COWZER


THE FIRST CUT . . . new 
Blade Rhian Brewster can 
open his goal account for 
the club this afternoon
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Nicholls
is worst
nightmare
for bookies

 By TOM PEPPERPAUL NICHOLLS sends a spine-tingling team
of ten into battle today as he bids to make
it a Hall-oween horror show for the bookies.

Nicholls won last Saturday’s big race with
Frodon and star chaser CYRNAME (3.20)
makes his seasonal reappearance in today’s
feature Charlie Hall Chase at Wetherby.

Coral’s David Stevens said: “Nicholls is
the bogeyman to us. 

“He is our worst nightmare. It’s downright
spooky the way his horses always seem to
win the big Saturday races!”

Eight-year-old Cyrname is 2-1 favourite to
see off the likes of Sam Spinner, Ballyoptic
and Vinndication in the three-mile test.

Nicholls said: “Cyrname is in good shape
and has been working well at home. I can’t
wait to see him on the track again.”

Nicholls could already be celebrating as
NEXT DESTINATION (2.45), last seen beating
Delta Work in a Grade 1 in Ireland, is a hot

fancy to win the West Yorkshire Hurdle
on his first run for the Ditcheat maestro
since leaving Willie Mullins.

Sun Racing columnist Bryony Frost —
still basking in the glory of last Satur-
day’s win on fabulous Frodon at Chelten-
ham — is also looking to make it
another Black day for the bookies when
she rides BLACK CORTON (3.40) in the
feature at Ascot, the Sodexo Gold Cup.

DR SANDERSON (1.20), CAPELAND
(1.55) and MALAYA (3.05) are fancied for
three more races at Ascot while Nicholls’
two runners at Ayr — HIGHLAND
HUNTER (2.17) and CALVA D’AUGE (3.27)
are also hot favourites.

Stevens said: “It will be like the night of
the living dead for bookies if the Ditcheat
Destroyer has another big Saturday.”
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Belief is 
Name of 
the game

EVEN the most devout believers
must be struggling in this time
of Covid-19 chaos.

But belief is what you will
need this afternoon if you are
going to back Britain’s highest-
rated chaser Cyrname in the
Charlie Hall at Wetherby, live
on ITV4.

Cyrname makes his return to
action and, on ratings, he has
at least 13lb in hand of his
rivals, which include the tal-
ented Vinndication and Sam
Spinner as well as defending
champion Ballyoptic.

But when summing up the chan-
ces of Paul Nicholls’ star you have
to take into account he’s going left-
handed, having been almost always
raced on right-handed tracks, and
tackling a distance further than
many think he wants.

Nicholls might well need faith. I
suspect this morning he might even
have his Bible out and start read-
ing Romans 14: 1-23.

There it says: “As for the one who
is weak in faith, welcome him, but
not to quarrel over opinions.”

Now that’s all well and good, but
Nicholls is a passionate man who
wears his heart on his sleeve.

I find it hard to believe he will
just walk away quietly from those
who might say he has gone bonkers
with this Wetherby plan.

Cyrname has tried three miles
once in his life and that was in the
King George at Kempton, going the
way round he loves, and he was
defeated by Clan des Obeaux.

But there is no Clan des Obeaux
in this line-up and it might be that
his class pulls him through.

Let’s face it, many of these are
going to come off the bridle trying
to match Cyrname over the first
mile or so and that might be
enough to get them defeated.

That said, I have to take Cyr-
name on as a punter as I’m still
not convinced he deserves the rat-
ing he has, which came when he
thrashed Waiting
Patiently at Ascot in
February 2019. Before
you blow up Paul,
remember Romans 14!

Vinndication and Sam
Spinner are both horses
I adore. There’s a bit of
of Master Oats about
Vinndication. Like that
Gold Cup hero he is
trained by Kim Bailey,
one of those naughty
trainers — in the best
possible sense — who
often makes me smile.

Bailey is also a class
act, having landed a Grand Nat-
ional, Gold Cup and Champion
Hurdle in his career.

Sam Spinner is the stable star of
Jedd O’Keeffe, and is a delight to
watch. He was a class staying hur-
dler and took well to fences last
year before injury ended his season
in December.

Both trainers will expect their
runners to improve for the outing.
If either score connections will be
dreaming of Gold Cup success.

As for betting, I’m going to have
a few quid each-way on Ballyoptic,
who hasn’t the class of Cyrname
but who will keep slogging away

for Nigel Twiston-Davies. This
could be Ballyoptic’s prime target,
and in Sam Twiston-Davies I know
I have a jockey on my side who
will keep on pumping.

Also at Wetherby on ITV4 is the
Stayers’ Hurdle hero Lisnagar
Oscar, trained by Rebecca Curtis.

We get back to belief here, as
many feel the seven-year-old’s suc-
cess at Cheltenham was a fluke
and mainly down to the disappoint-
ing effort of Paisley Park.

I’m not so sure, though. Lisnagar
Oscar had already shown glimmers
of greatness, including when less

than five lengths behind
Paisley Park in the
Grade 2 Cleeve Hurdle.

As a novice, Lisnagar
Oscar was also not far
behind Champ and was
fifth to Minella Indo in
the Albert Bartlett Nov-
ices’ Hurdle.

Curtis’s monster is a
decent animal, but he’s
not being given the
credit he deserves.

That means he’s a big-
ger price today than his
form suggests he should
be.

That said, I might be wrong!
The jumps is well and truly upon

us, but next week the Flat jockeys’
championship will be done and
dusted and I remain convinced
Oisin Murphy will land his second
title despite a fine late rattle by
William Buick.

Both are likely to be in action at
the Breeders’ Cup at Keenelend
next weekend, although because of
the Covid situation it will be the
first Breeders’ Cup I have not been
to for many years.

I’m confident, though, this time
next year I will be at Del Mar. You
see, you have to be a believer.

EVEN the most devout believers
must be struggling in this time

rivals, which include the tal-
ented Vinndication and Sam
Spinner as well as defending

But when summing up the chan-
ces of Paul Nicholls’ star you have
to take into account he’s going left-
handed, having been almost always
raced on right-handed tracks, and
tackling a distance further than
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thrashed Waiting
Patiently at Ascot in
February 2019. Before
you blow up Paul,

Vinndication and Sam
Spinner are both horses
I adore. There’s a bit of
of Master Oats about
Vinndication. Like that
Gold Cup hero he is

BOOM
BUST

IT’S a mistake to 
take on Stayers’ hero 

LISNAGAR OSCAR 
(2.45 Weth). He’s not 
given any respect in 
the betting but that 
win was no fluke.

Vinndication and Sam
Spinner are both horses
I adore. There’s a bit of
of Master Oats about
Vinndication. Like that

BO
BUST

IT’S a mistake to 
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BUTTE MONTANA
Trainer: Fergal O’Brien

Age: 5. Form: 28-6
TRAINER Fergal O’Brien was
confident enough to pitch this
stayer-in-the-making into a hot
Cheltenham bumper for his debut
this time last year.

He ran a belter in the bottom-
less ground to finish a close sec-
ond over a less-than-adequate
two miles.

The winner that day, Time
Flies By, looked a nice prospect
too, tackling a couple of graded
hurdles later in the season. 

Butte Montana has not matched
that first run on his two runs
since but they came at Ascot and
Aintree, both flat tracks that may
not be ideal.

He has a lot more to offer as a
hurdler especially when tackling
a trip in winter ground.

CASTLE RUSHEN
Trainer: Nicky Richards

Age: 5. Form: 12-
OWNER Trevor Hem-
mings decided to offload
much of his string this
year — but he kept hold
of this promising five-
year-old.

He did really well to

win an Ayr bumper on debut in
January.

He was extremely green and it
was a hard battle for champion
jockey Brian Hughes to keep him
in a straight line.

But he scored with more than
three lengths in the hand in test-
ing ground that brought out his
stamina over two miles.

He was a solid second under a
penalty when last seen in March.

The dawdling pace on that day
didn’t help a horse who looks
likely to thrive over three miles
in time.

He will make a very nice hur-
dler when able to bring his
stamina into play.

CHANTRY HOUSE
Trainer: Nicky Henderson

Age: 6; Form: 113-
STABLEMATE Shishkin got the
plaudits for winning the Supreme
Novices’ Hurdle — but Chantry
House ran a cracker too in third.

He travelled well before being
outpaced in the closing stages.
and, with winning form in Irish
point-to-points, he could well
take a big step forward when he
starts jumping fences this season.

He looks the type for 2m4f over
the bigger obstacles but could
easily end up staying three miles
as the campaign goes on.

He may not be as exciting as
Shishkin but he should win his
fair share and could go to the top.

CILL ANNA
Trainer: Paul Nicholls
Age: 5. Form: 573111-

AFTER a couple of modest
bumper efforts, this nice
mare came into her own
when jumping hurdles and
improved as the season
went on.

After a solid third on
her hurdles debut she
stepped up to win nicely
at Warwick and Wincan-
ton before moving into

MEGA owner JP McManus is
in dream Land as the new
jump season kicks into gear.

The 69-year-old billionaire is
again set to dominate life over the
sticks with a star-studded cast that
includes Champ, Epatante, Defi Du
Seuil, Dame De Compagnie, Janidil,
Andy Dufresne, Elimay and Fakir
D’Oudaries.

And then, of course, there is
brilliant French-trained Easysland
who could be anything from a
Grand National winner to the only
horse capable of stopping Al Boum
Photo winning a third Gold Cup.

Easysland tops the bill on my
exclusive ten-to-follow list over the
jumps this season.

EASYSLAND
Trainer: David Cottin

Age: 6; 2019/20 form: 11111-
HERE’S an early crack at finding
the 2021 Grand National winner —
or he may end up in the Gold Cup.

This classy chaser was way too
good for Tiger Roll as he romped
to a bloodless 17-length win in the
cross-country chase at the Chelten-
ham Festival in March.

After a wayward start to his
jumps career, the penny finally
dropped in January last year and
the six-year-old has now run up a
sequence of seven straight wins.

He looks tailor-made for the big
one at Aintree and I hope JP is
reading this as Easysland is far too
good just to be kept to the cross-
country races. Just in case JP has
taken note, I’ve had a nibble at 25s
for the Grand National in April.

By STEVE MULLEN

Templegate’s    10 to    

VINN THE MONEY 
. . . Vinndication is a 

classy contender in the 
Charlie Hall          

CILL 
THRILL . . .

Cill Anna
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1-100 before being mugged close home.
By the way, Ladbrokes and Corals aren’t
the only bookies waving adios to
on-course betting. I hear we’re about to
see an exodus of long-established layers.

Several independent firms are consid-
ering their future and Goodwin Racing
have just whacked their 30-plus pitches
on the market for £200,000.

Talking about sales, I hear Jim Boyle’s
smart filly Entwine is off to America
after winning by the length of Southend
Pier at Newmarket last week. Connec-
tions had an offer they couldn’t refuse.

And she isn’t the only one travelling to
Trumpland. Michael Bell’s flying two-
year-old The Lir Jet has got his passport
stamped and heads to the Breeders’ Cup
Juvenile at Keeneland next Friday.

‘Ding-Dong’ thinks the world of this
fella and some eagle-eyed pals spotted
Oisin Murphy giving him a spin round
the bends at Chelmsford the other day.

Stick The Lir Jet’s stablemate Maxi
Boy in your all-weather dream team.

This fella is harder to keep fit than
Jack Wilshere, but he’s had the gallop-
watchers grinning and ran a nailer at
Lingfield on Thursday.

IT’S been a pretty tough week if you
lean to the left.

Jeremy Corbyn has been sent to sit
with the schmucks. And Gareth Bale’s
£100million left peg seems to have gone
AWOL on the flight home from Madrid.

It’s a different ball-game for Paul
Nicholls’ superstar Cyrname.

He is dynamite going right-handed but
has struggled on anti-clockwise circuits.

And that is reflected in William Hill’s
market for the Charlie Hall Chase (3.20
Wetherby). They have nudged Cyrname
out from 7-4 to 2s and report a big
move for Vinndication (11-2 to 11-4).

On the subject of lumpy wagers,
Heather Main fans landed a proper
touch when Song Of The Isles (7-2 to
11-8) pinched the claimer at Leicester.

And the result was a bit special for
apprentice Ellie MacKenzie. This was
mini Mac’s 20th winner, which means
she has had her claim reduced to 5lb. 

Unfortunately, punters lost a bit more
than that when Hungry For Fashion (10s
to 100-30) was nutted in the nursery.

Karl Burke’s filly was hammered pre-
race and in-running punters dropped
north of £28,000 when she traded to

   FOLLOW @TEMPLEGATETIPS ON           TWITTER            FOR               HIS BEST BETS   FOLLOW @TEMPLEGATETIPS ON           TWITTER            FOR               HIS BEST BETS

NICE
 AND
EASY
DOES IT
Templegate’s    10 to    follow for the jumps

Listed class to win at Doncaster
in February. Moving up to an
extended three miles in testing
ground brought out the best in
her and she was finding plenty
more after a gruelling contest. 

She has had just four spins
over timber and could do with
brushing up her jumping — but
she has a real engine and can
grind out more over long trips.

EMITOM
Trainer: Warren Greatrex

Age: 6. Form: 614-23
YOU may raise an eyebrow at
the inclusion of a horse who
trailed home last at Ffos Las ear-
lier this month.

But I’m keeping the faith in
this six-year-old Grade 2 winner
over hurdles in February.

He followed up with a fourth
in the Stayers’ Hurdle at the
Cheltenham Festival when a late
blunder kept him off the podium.

His chase debut was really
encouraging at Uttoxeter when he
jumped superbly before going
down by a neck.

He jumped well in Wales too
before being allowed to come
home in his own time.

He’s a lot better than that, with
the option of going back over
hurdles another plus.

ESPOIR DE ROMAY
Trainer: Kim Bailey
Age: 6. Form: 1310-

KIM BAILEY has made a wel-
come return to form in the past
two season and conjured a cou-
ple of nice wins from this six-
year-old last term.

They were both over hurdles
but chasing should be his game.

He lagged in at Wincanton
before a solid midfield effort in
the Martin Pipe at the Festival
when not getting a clear run.

He has the size and scope to
make a nice chaser and Bailey
knows this type. Entered over
2m4f at Huntingdon tomorrow.

HOOK UP
Trainer: Willie Mullins

Age: 4. Form: 30-
THIS former Flat winner was
bought in France by Rich Ricci
and showed promise when third
in a Fairyhouse Grade 3 on debut
for Willie Mullins.

Pitched into the Triumph Hur-
dle at Cheltenham she travelled
nicely before failing to get home.

That was just her second run
over hurdles so she has a lot to
learn. Mullins is certain to get
improvement from her and she
will be a lot closer next March.

THE BIG BREAKAWAY
Trainer: Colin Tizzard

Age: 5. Form: 114-
ON just his third hurdles run he
was the first home of the British-
trained horses when fourth to
unbeaten Envoi Allen in the Bal-
lymore at the Festival.

It was a fine end to the season
after two convincing novice wins.

A setback before the big race
didn’t help but he still ran well.
Chasing should be his game and
he looks the type to improve
again when tackling a fence. 

Trips around 2m4f should be
ideal and he should jump well as
he was a winning pointer.

THE BIG GETAWAY
Trainer: Willie Mullins
Age: 6; Form: 21413-

THIS six-year-old finished a
place ahead of The Big Breaka-
way in the Ballymore and is
another poised to go chasing.

He has the physique to make a
really nice chaser and it would
be no surprise to see him turn
the tables on Envoi Allen in that
sphere and go on to big things
over fences.

He has gone best in soft ground
and will have no trouble seeing
out 2m4f, maybe even further.

in association 
with

FRODON gave me a fresh epic
memory last week – here’s hop-
ing another can be made today.

I’ll come to Black Corton in a
minute because I have to start
with Frodon‘s win at Chelten-
ham. What a dude he is!

I think everyone finds a bit
of common ground in his atti-
tude to life and racing.

You know he will always
give 110 per cent and it’s just
great to be associated with a
horse who is so appreciated.

There weren’t too many at
Cheltenham to see him win but
every pair of hands was clapping
when we came back in.

He’s so tough and genuine. The
only thing that worried me was the
weight — and, when the rain came
ten minutes before the race, it
made it even harder.

It is one thing being rated 164,
but to be winning off that mark is
pretty epic.

There was a stop-off for fish and
chips on the way home to celebrate
— that has become a tradition now!

Actually, I usually have half a
chicken but with the restricted
menu it had to be fish — and a can
of coke while I watched the replay
and did my study for Wincanton
the next day.

When I called Paul Nicholls the
morning after, he told me Frodon
was ‘A1 and you wouldn’t know
he’d had a race’.

That’s when you can really love
your day.

I have four rides at Ascot today,
with Black Corton going for the
Sodexo Gold Cup under top weight.

Blackie was my first ride as a
conditional at Worcester and at that
point I don’t think anyone expected
us to go on to become a pair of
Grade 1-winners.

I’m so grateful to Paul and the
owners, who have been faithful all
this time. Blackie is another dude I
just have the best time on.

When the horse you’re on is so
brave, determined and wants to win
as much as you do, it makes it one
of the best places to be.

I schooled him the other day and,
like Frodon, you can’t touch his
mouth too much so it makes it like
the wall of death going around the
school, gathering speed as you go.

He’s got a lot of weight, but
Blackie doesn’t know what everyone
else is carrying. He’s ready to rock

and roll, loves Ascot and we’ll go
there kicking!

I’m on Capeland (1.55) and a year
ago we had a difficult day when we
went through the wing of the last
fence.

These things happen and fortu-
nately the only damage was to the
wing — and he’s in very good order.

For Paul I also ride Malaya (3.05),
who still has some room to develop
over her hurdles, but I think she’ll
enjoy the softer ground.

I’ve also got Trincomalee (1.20) for
Lucy Wadham in the novice chase.
He took to the fences quite well
last time when he found his feet.

He’ll know a bit more this time
and the softer ground will help.

So we’ll go there hoping it can
be another epic day and you never
know . . . maybe fish and chips to
celebrate again. At least until
chicken is back on the menu!

Stay safe and keep kicking.
nBRYONY FROST column courtesy of Jockey Club Race-
courses, which runs several leading UK racecourses.
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for Paul’s 
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FORM
QUILIXIOS (11-4) 1-2 fav led, wandered 

slightly 2nd, joined before 3rd, soon 
headed, led 2 out, asserted last, 
stayed on well, easily, bt Scholastic 
(10-6) 13l (8 ran) (Punchestown 2m 
hdle €8,100 good to yielding).

GLORIOUS ZOFF (11-2) 13-2 in touch, 
travelled well into 2nd after 3 out, 
closed before 2 out where on terms, 
led straight, asserted last, easily, bt 
Crassus (11-2) 12l (9 ran) (Sligo 2m 1f 
mdn hdle €6,000 yielding).

VARNA GOLD (11-2) 9-2 tracked leader, 
headway to lead 3 out, asserted after 
next and stayed on well run-in, easily, 
bt At War (11-2) 9l (9 ran) (Killarney 
2m 1f mdn hdle €6,000 good).

A N J I C I A N  1 8 , 0 0 0 g n s  p u r c h a s e . 
Half-brother to smart dual purpose 
performer Lord Erskine, won three 
times on the flat and twice over timber.

NA CAITH TOBAC Won twice on the 
level and will more than likely peak in 
hcaps over timber.

EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT

1.50

EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT

2.25

DOWN ROYAL COLOURS LIVE ON       ITV4: 2.25 GOING: YIELDING TO SOFT
EAMONN HAMES

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

TRAINERS with best record in 
last 14 days: W P Mullins 7 from 
20; H Rogers 2 from 6; P Gilligan 
2 from 7; G Elliott 16 from 73; J 
Harrington 12 from 70; M J Smith 
2 from 14; N Meade 5 from 39; G 
Cromwell 5 from 43.
JOCKEYS with best record 
in last 14 days:  J Codd 7 
from 19; S Flanagan 7 from 
32; R Blackmore 7 from 36; P 
Townend 3 from 18; B Hayes 3 
from 18; K Donoghue 4 from 317.
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win:
W J Bryson 157; P Downey 72; P 
Maher 59; C Cannon 44.
JOCKEYS who have had the 
most rides since last win: A 
Short 71; C McNamara 31; J 
O’Sullivan 31; P J Cawley 25.

RUNNERS HAVING THEIR 
FIRST RACE FOR A NEW 
TRAINER: 1.15 Queen Emily
C Dore to S Dawson; 2.25 
Presenting Percy P G Kelly to 
G Elliott; 3.35 Massey’s Wood
K H Clarke to B Connell; 4.10 
Night Combat P M J Doyle to N 
Meade; Sir Gerhard E Holden 
to G Elliott; Vintage Prosseco P 
Casey to G Cromwell.
RACEFAX:  A J Martin won the 
1.50 in 2010 and 2018. G Elliott 
won the 12.40 in 2015, 2016 and 
2018, and won the 1.50 in 2012 
and 2013, and won the 2.25 in 
2013, 2015 and 2017, and won the 
3.35 in 2014 and 2017, and won 
the 4.10 in 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 
2018 and 2019. N Meade won the 
2.25 in 2014, 2018 and 2019.
L O N G E S T  T R A V E L L E R : 
Massey’s Wood (3.35) trained 
by B Connell, Kildare, round trip 
of 256 miles.

TOP EARNERS:  2.25 Delta 
Work €532,113; 2.25 Balko 
D e s  F l o s € 4 6 5 , 0 8 1 ;  2 . 2 5 
Snow Falcon €383,335; 2.25 
Alpha Des Obeaux €340,445; 
3.00 Samcro €321,936; 2.25 
Presenting Percy €318,240.

SEVEN-DAY WINNERS: None. 
BLINKERED FIRST TIME: None. 
VISORED FIRST TIME: None. 
JOB JOCKEYS: Ryan Treacy 
rides Yaha Fizz (3.00) for E D 
Delany, 4 from 10, 40%. Mr Finian 
Maguire rides Night Combat 
(4.10) for N Meade, 5 from 13, 
38%. J J Codd rides Sir Gerhard 
(4.10) for G Elliott, 162 from 437, 
37%. D O’Keeffe rides Shumaker 
(1.50), Anji-cian (12.40) for P 
Traynor, 4 from 11, 36%. R Power 
rides Chris’s Dream (2.25) for 
H De Bromhead, 16 from 69, 
23%. N McParlan rides Auntie 
Doyen (4.10) for S McParlan, 55 
from 255, 22%. 

2015-2020 G Elliott 65-323, N 
Meade 22-134, D A McLoughlin 
15-56, H De Bromhead 15-66, 
W P Mullins 10-41, G Cromwell 
10-66, J Harrington 9-114, C A 
McBratney 6-85, E Doyle 4-31, R 
K Watson 4-70. THIS SEASON:
G Elliott 1, D A McLoughlin 1.

2015-2020 S Flanagan 18-119, 
J Kennedy 13-69, J Codd 9-35, 
K Donoghue 9-54, P Townend 
8-46, M Walsh 7-44, C Maxwell 
7-67, R Power 6-40, D O’Regan 
6-47, R Blackmore 6-58. THIS 
SEASON: C Maxwell 1, K Dono-
ghue 1, R Blackmore 1.

12.40 ............................... Quilixios
1.15 ................................Ballyadam
1.50 .............Getaway Gorgeous
2.25 ............. DELTA WORK (nap)
3.00 ...................Easy Game (nb)
3.35 .................................Paranoid
4.10 .............................Sir Gerhard

12.40 ............................... Quilixios
1.15 ................... Colonel Mustard
1.50 ................................. Cayd Boy
2.25 ...................... Chris’s Dream
3.00 .................................. Samcro
3.35 ....................Touch Of Oscar
4.10 ................Vintage Prosseco

DON’T MISS THE LADBROKES         CHAMPION CHASE AT DOWN ROYAL Favourite

TIC-TAC:  R-H undulat ing 
galloping course of about 2m.
FAVOURITES:  (2015-2020): 
160 have won out  of  425 
races (37.6%). At the previous 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  m e e t i n g s , 
36 have won out of 89 races 
(40.4%). LIVE ON RACINGTV

 GREYHOUNDS

FORM

FORM

FORM
BALLYADAM (12-2) 1-6 fav tracked 

leaders, led travelling well 2f out, 
soon went clear, stayed on strongly 
final furlong, impressive, bt I Don’t 
Get It (11-9) 18l (13 ran) (Downpatrick 
2m 1f NHF €6,000 yielding).

COLONEL MUSTARD (11-11) 16-5 led 
3f out, kept on strongly final furlong, 
bt Phillapa Sue (11-2) 41/4l (12 ran) 
(Punchestown 2m NHF €5,400 soft).

FALCO DU SAUZAY pulled up latest, 
(12-2) 12-1 in rear, always outpaced, 
7th of 11 (btn 17l) to The Bees Knees 
(11-6) (3m point-to-point good).

GUIRI (12-0) 14-1 mid-division, pushed 
along 2 out,  kept on without 
threatening, never a factor, 6th of 18 
(26l) to Eskylane (12-0) (Punchestown 
2m mdn hdle €7,200 yielding).

HES A HARDY BLOKE (12-2) 5-2 
closed up travel l ing smoothly 
straight, led 1f out, ridden to assert 
and stayed on well inside final 
furlong, bt Quirt Evans (12-2) 6l (14 
ran) (Clonmel 2m NHF €5,400 good).

PUSHAQ (11-12) 16-1 tracked leader, 
improved to lead 3 out, headed 
straight, no extra run-in, 5th of 10 (btn 
16l) to Milliner (11-12) (Punchestown 
2m mdn hdle €8,363 good).

STILL STANDING (12-0) 13-8 chased 
leaders, pushed along to challenge 
in 2nd from 2 out, kept on well run-in, 
not reaching winner, btn nk by One 
Down (12-0) (13 ran) (Gowran Park 
2m mdn hdle €7,200 good).

COPIA VERBORUM (10-9) 100-1 waited 
with, progress but no impression 
from before 2 out, kept on, 7th of 9 
(btn 18l) to Guinevere (10-2) (Galway 

2m nov hdle €11,999 yielding to soft).
STOCAI BAN (11-2) 40-1 weakened, 

14th of 18 to Baptism Of Fire (12-0) 
FULL NOISE (11-6) 125-1 weakened, 
16th (well btn) (18 ran) (Punchestown 
21/2m mdn hdle €7,200 yielding).

PENNY JAR (11-9) 250-1 no extra and 
kept on same pace from before last, 
7th of 14 (btn 27l) to Jesse Evans 
(11-9) PUERTO BANUS (11-9) 66-1 
weakened 3 out, 13th (btn) (Gowran 
Park 2m mdn hdle €7,200 good).

THE DECLAIMER (11-5) 125-1 under 
pressure 3 out, lost place and 
weakened 2 out, 14th of 16 (btn 43l) to 
Queens Brook (11-7) (Fairyhouse 2m 
mdn hdle €7,800 yielding).

RINGHILL LADY (10-5) 50-1 mistake 3 RINGHILL LADY (10-5) 50-1 mistake 3 RINGHILL LADY
out, soon no extra and weakened, 
4th of 12 (well btn) to Russian 
Diamond (11-10) (Down Royal 2m 1f 
auct mdn hdle €12,757 soft to heavy).

THE MISER (10-11) 150-1 kept on one 
pace, 8th of 20 (btn 30l) to Wingin A 
Prayer (11-4) (Down Royal 2m 1f mdn 
hdle €6,600 good to soft).

HAT YAI Pulled up when 200-1 at 
Bellewstown over 2m 1f (soft) in a 
maiden hurdle race in August.

HOWYATED Califet gelding out of 
As You Wish. Dam a lightly raced 
maiden. PITTSBURG Pulled up 
when 150-1 at Kilbeggan over 2m 4f 
(yielding) in a maiden hurdle.

FRISCO QUEEN Kalanisi filly out 
of Brownlow Castle. Half-sister 
to Stephanie Frances. MATER 
MATUTA Dawn Approach filly out 
of Morning Bell. QUEEN EMILY 
Toronado filly out of Daysiwaay. 

FORM
EX PATRIOT (11-1) 8-1 mid-division, 

headway 4 out, no impression on 
winner next, 4th of 18 (10l) to Total 
Recall (11-4) (Gowran Park 3m 1f hcap 
ch Grd 3 €59,999 soft to heavy).

HANNON (11-3) 16-1 led 3rd, kept on 
well run-in, comfortably, bt Bread 
And Butter (10-9) 3l (13 ran) (Gowran 
Park 21/2m hcap hdle €9,600 good).

DROP THE ANCHOR (9-8) 17-2 mid-
division, progress 2 out, disputed 
lead between final 2, ridden and 
kept on well run-in, just prevailed 
on line, bt GETAWAY GORGEOUS
(10-2) 3-1 fav led 3 out, joined last, 
kept on well run-in, just failed, sh 
hd HEARTS ARE TRUMPS (11-2) 
10-1 headway straight, no extra, 8th 
(btn 21l) GOLDEN SPEAR (10-6) 12-1 
never a factor, 11th (btn 37l) (14 ran) 
(Listowel 2m hcap hdle €45,000 soft).

THE VERY MAN (11-10) 9-2 led or 
disputed, quickly lost place straight, 
no extra from 2 out, 4th of 6 (btn 46l) 
to Shewearsitwell (10-10) (Tipperary 
2m nov hdle Grd 3 (1) €16,500 good).

CAYD BOY (11-9) 7-4 fav held up, 
improved 3 out, disputed next, 
ridden last, held run-in, btn 21/4l by 
Floueur (11-12) (5 ran) (Navan 21/4m 
nov hdle €11,100 soft to heavy).

WOLF PRINCE (11-0) 10-1 tracked 
leaders, mistake 2 out, went 2nd 
close home, btn 11/4l by A Wave Of 
The Sea (11-0) (10 ran) (Leopardstown 
2m hdle Grd 1 (1) €90,000 yielding).

CAMPEADOR (11-2) 22-1 waited with, 
headway 3 out, pushed along and 
no impression from next, 3rd of 5 
(30l) to Sixshooter (11-8) RECENT 
REVELATIONS  (11-4) 12-1 rear, 
mistake 2nd, headway 3 out, mis-
take 2 out, no extra, last (47l) (Punch-
estown 2m 3f hdle €10,200 yielding).

GOLDEN JEWEL (11-7) 14-1 in rear, 
never a factor, 6th of 10 (btn 29l) to 

Red Gerry (10-11) (Punchestown 21/2m 
hcap hdle €9,600 yielding).

THEREISNODOUBT (10-11) 12-1 chased 
leaders, soon under pressure and 
not match leaders between last 2 
until headway to lead from over 
100yds out and stayed on best, bt 
Instant Return (10-7) 4l SHUMAKER
(11-7) 12-1 kept on without threatening 
last 2, 5th (btn 11l) (10 ran) (Navan 2m 
hcap hdle €11,999 heavy).

GOT TRUMPED p/up latest, (12-0) 
9-1 tracked leader, led and strongly 
pressed at last, kept on well, all out, 
bt Konitho (12-0) sh hd (8 ran) (Ros-
common 2m beg ch €6,600 yielding).

HYBERY (11-3) 3-1 led last, headed 75 HYBERY (11-3) 3-1 led last, headed 75 HYBERY
yards out and not match winner, kept 
on one pace, btn 4l by Humaniste 
(10-12) BECTIVE CAVE (11-3) 16-1 no 
extra, 6th (btn 26l) (11 ran) (Tipperary 
2m hcap hdle €9,600 good).

SHUMAKER (12-0) 85-40 disputed 
lead, narrow leader from 4th, jumped 
slightly left at times, led run-in and 
stayed on best, bt Dakota Moirette 
(12-0) 1/2l (7 ran) (Punchestown 2m 3f 
beg ch €7,500 good to yielding).

TEN TEN (11-1) 4-1 tracked leaders, 
went 3rd 2 out, one pace, 3rd of 7 
(25l) to Sizing Pottsie (11-1) (Navan 
2m nov ch Grd 3 (1) €25,500 heavy).

BENKEI (11-10) 66-1 off pace, always 
behind, never a factor, 11th of 13 
(25l) to Wolfofallstreets (9-12) (Leop-
ardstown 2m hcap hdle €11,100 soft).

LIGNOU u/rider latest, (12-0) 5-1 led 9th, 
mistake 3 out, soon joined, led again 
2 out, stayed on well run-in, bt Fest 
Deiz (12-0) 6l (9 ran) (Gowran Park 
21/2m mdn hdle €7,200 good).

GOLD DES BOIS (11-6) 10-11 fav led 
travelling smoothly 2 out, asserted 
last, stayed on well run-in, easily, bt 
Champagne Gold (11-6) 43/3/3

4l (13 ran) 
(Clonmel 2m mdn hdle €6,000 good).

FORM

3.35 RAINBOW COMMUNICATIONS HANDICAP CHASE; 
value to the winner €8,700; 3m. (12 runners)

4.10 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF (PRO/AM) FLAT RACE; 
winner €6,000; 2m 100yds. (13 runners)

2.25 LADBROKES CHAMPION CHASE (GRADE 1) 
winner €75,000; 3m  (9 runners)

1.50 WKD HANDICAP HURDLE (GRD B)  winner 
€24,000; 2m 100yds  (18 runners)
1 /2344- EX PATRIOT 282 (D)

E Holden 7-11-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sean Flanagan 95
Runs: 19 Wins: 4 (3S,G) Places: 4 €95,732
Smart chaser with a turn of pace, best to check the market back hurdling
2 6/4-01 HANNON 29 (D)

T Gibney 5-11-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . James O’Sullivan (7) 92
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (2G) Places: 2 €25,375
 Easy winner on stable debut, but the handicapper has reacted, e-w
3 46-028 HEARTS ARE TRUMPS F23 (D)

D McDonogh 7-11-6. . . . . . . . . . . . . Jody McGarvey 95
Runs: 20 Wins: 3 (2G) Places: 7 €101,137
 Only 2lb higher than when second in the Galway Hurdle, must go close
4 11-114 THE VERY MAN 27 (T;D)

G Elliott 6-11-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gavin Brouder (7) 94
Runs: 13 Wins: 6 (GS,2G) Places: 2 €47,878
 Disappointing in a Grade 3 last time, but he was on a roll before that

3.00 LOUGH CONSTRUCTION LTD. CHASE (GRADE 2) 
winner €35,999; 2m 3f 120yds (5 runners)12.40 METCOLLECT 3-Y-O HURDLE; value to the 

winner €6,899; 2m 100yds  (5 runners)
1 1-1 QUILIXIOS 18 (D)

G Elliott 11-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Kennedy l99
Runs: 2 Wins: 2 (S) €27,203
French import, looked a Graded performer at Punchestown, one to beat
2 1 GLORIOUS ZOFF 8

G Elliott 11-6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keith Donoghue 96
Runs: 1 Wins: 1 €5,085
 Took well to hurdling when romping home at Sligo, improving fast
3 72F1 VARNA GOLD F5

P Gilligan 11-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J G Gilligan (7) 92
Runs: 4 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 1 €7,359
 Impressive win at Killarney but that was a nothing race, vulnerable
4 ANJICIAN  (TH)

P Traynor 11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darragh O’Keeffe —
  
 Unraced, but related to some smart stayers, one for the future
5 NA CAITH TOBAC F13

P W Flynn 11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eoin Kelly (7) —
  
 Won twice on the level, will win races over timber, will need time

BETTING: 4-9 Quilixios, 5-2 Glorious Zoff, 6 Varna Gold, 25 Na 
Caith Tobac, 33 Anjician

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   1   1   4
2019: A Wave Of The Sea 11-4, J J Slevin 2-1 (J P O’Brien), 10 ran.

1.15 TAYTO GROUP MAIDEN HURDLE; value to the winner 
€6,000; 2m 100yds. (18 runners)

1 131- BALLYADAM 223 G Elliott 5-12-0 ............................................  Jack Kennedy —
2 21 COLONEL MUSTARD 31 (D) L Fowler 5-12-0 ........................  Conor Orr (5) —
3 RU7-P FALCO DU SAUZAY 6 (HH) L Lennon 5-12-0 ........................... Adam Short —
4 5-6 GUIRI 17 J Harrington 5-12-0 ........................................................  Mark Walsh 72
5 551P-21 HES A HARDY BLOKE 30 (D) N Meade 5-12-0 ..................  Sean Flanagan —
6 05/ PUSHAQ F15 (T) A McCann 7-12-0 ....................................... Paul Cawley (7) —
7 04-2 STILL STANDING 29 J Harrington 5-12-0 ............................ Robbie Power 96
8 7 COPIA VERBORUM F51 J J Lambe 4-11-10 ............. Liam McKenna (7) l99
9 0 FULL NOISE 18 D P Dunne 4-11-10 ......................................  Mikey Hamill (3) —
10 P HAT YAI 67 J H Black 4-11-10 .....................................  Ambrose McCurtin (5) —
11  HOWYATED (TH) D A McLoughlin 4-11-10 ........................... Conor Maxwell —
12 877 PENNY JAR 29 P Downey 4-11-10 .............................  Conor McNamara (5) 75
13 P PITTSBURG 50 J H Black 4-11-10 ....................................................... J J Slevin —
14 0 THE DECLAIMER 21 J Dreaper 4-11-10 ..............................  Keith Donoghue —
15 95P904- RINGHILL LADY 310 J J Lambe 5-11-7 ....................................... Brian Hayes —
16  FRISCO QUEEN S Crawley 4-11-3 ............................. Eamonn O’Connell (5) —
17  MATER MATUTA F56 E D Delany 4-11-3 .............................. Denis O’Regan —
18 50 STOCAI BAN 18 (T) T Gibney 4-11-3 ................................  Darragh O’Keeffe —
19 60 PUERTO BANUS 29 C A McBratney 4-11-10 ................................  RESERVE 98
20  QUEEN EMILY F530 S Dawson 4-11-3 ............................................. RESERVE —
21 7/9808- THE MISER 228 W J Bryson 5-12-0 ................................................  RESERVE 84
BETTING: 4-9 Ballyadam, 2 Still Standing, 13-2 Hes A Hardy Bloke, 8 Colonel 
Mustard, 16 Guiri, 50 Mater Matuta, Howyated, Stocai Ban, Frisco Queen
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2-0   1   1
2019: Envoi Allen 5-11-12 Davy Russell 1-4 Fav (G Elliott), 17 ran.

5 1/122- CAYD BOY 287 (BF,D)
E Doyle 5-11-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Walsh 95

Runs: 4 Wins: 2 (S) Places: 2 €17,972
 Yet to finish out of the first two and goes well fresh, strongly fancied
6 31212- WOLF PRINCE F12 (D)

G Cromwell 4-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan Moore l99
Runs: 5 Wins: 2 (S) Places: 3 €52,901
Smart juvenile last season, good recent comeback on the level, fancied
7 3009-3 CAMPEADOR 18 (T;D)

G Elliott 8-10-12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Luke Dempsey 88
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 Places: 1 €51,042
 High class talent at one time, but not so good in recent seasons, avoid
8 21-212 GETAWAY GORGEOUS 36 (H;BF,D)

W P Mullins 6-10-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Townend 94
Runs: 10 Wins: 3 (S) Places: 7 €50,268
 In the first two again on hcap debut last time and should do so again here
9 176F-1 DROP THE ANCHOR 36 (D)

P A Fahy 6-10-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Simon Torrens (5) 92
Runs: 13 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 3 €66,119
 Turned over a smart Closutton mare when winning at Listowel, fancied
10 0532-6 GOLDEN JEWEL 17 (T;D)

E Cawley 8-10-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Timmons (3) 96
Runs: 25 Wins: 3 (2S,G) Places: 5 €62,364
 Last season’s Leopardstown form makes him a leading player here
11 800-50 GOLDEN SPEAR F20 (T;CD)

A J Martin 9-10-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . Liam McKenna (7) 95
Runs: 23 Wins: 2 Places: 4 €76,949
 Likes to come late from the rear and that may cost him again, dismiss
12 51/71- THEREISNODOUBT 231 (H;D)

Shane Crawley 7-10-8. . . . .Eamonn O’Connell (5) 96
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 2 €26,822
 Ready winner at Navan on recent comeback, should be in the mix
13 P45-1P GOT TRUMPED F12 (P)

J Harrington 5-10-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robbie Power 85
Runs: 13 Wins: 2 (G) Places: 2 €24,592
 Could go well from the front here, but others are better treated
14 6P-142 HYBERY 27 (T;D)

W P Mullins 6-10-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Mullins 95
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (S) Places: 1 €16,488
 Failed to shine on handicap debut and probably best watched here
15 4-22P5 RECENT REVELATIONS 18 (PH,T;D)

G Elliott 4-10-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Conor Orr (5) 96
Runs: 10 Wins: 1 (S) Places: 4 €19,421
 Fourth in the Fred Winter at this year’s Cheltenham Festival, go well
16 85-681 SHUMAKER F11 (D)

P Traynor 8-10-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darragh O’Keeffe 96
Runs: 21 Wins: 6 (S,G) Places: 2 €43,922
 Recent chase winner may not have much room off his timber mark
17 75143- TEN TEN 242 (CD)

J P Dempsey 7-10-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Niall Madden 93
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (2S) Places: 1 €21,762
 Interesting to see how he goes back hurdling as he won his maiden here
18 319/0- BENKEI F51

H Rogers 10-10-5 . . . . . . . . . . . Rachael Blackmore 94
Runs: 13 Wins: 2 (S,G) Places: 2 €31,200
 Well treated and fit from a few spins on the level, quietly fancied
19 2-1456 BECTIVE CAVE 27 (T;CD)

M J Smith 12-10-5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RESERVE 98
Runs: 52 Wins: 6 (3G) Places: 5 €41,714
 Won four of his last six hurdles, including over track and trip, go well
20 /6-41U LIGNOU 11 (B)

N Meade 5-10-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RESERVE 95
Runs: 8 Wins: 1 (G) €7,406
 Back in a handicap off a very fair mark, the market will reveal plenty
21 6432-1 GOLD DES BOIS 30 (T;D)

G Elliott 6-10-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .RESERVE 97
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (GS,G) Places: 2 €9,111
 Looked one to follow off this mark when winning on stable debut

BETTING: 4 Getaway Gorgeous, 9-2 Drop The Anchor, 5 The 
Very Man, 8 Hannon, Hybery, 12 Ten Ten, Cayd Boy, Wolf Prince, 
Thereisnodoubt, 14 Hearts Are Trumps, Ex Patriot, 16 Got Trumped

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4   0   9   2   0
2019: Janidil 5-10-10, Mark Walsh 11-4 (W P Mullins), 14 ran.2019: Janidil 5-10-10, Mark Walsh 11-4 (W P Mullins), 14 ran.

EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT

3.00
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EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT
THERE’s no Getting away from this Gorgeous mare. THERE’s no Getting away from this Gorgeous mare. 
Willie Mullins took this handicap last year and I think 
he can again with the wonderfully consistent GETAWAY 

GORGEOUS (1.50). What more could you want 
to see than what this six-year-old brings? 

She’s never finished worse than second in 
her four bumpers and six hurdles and I 
expect her to maintain that standard here 
against a strong J P McManus challenge.  
Of the five running in the famous green 

and golds, the lightly-raced Cayd Boy stands Cayd Boy stands Cayd Boy
out. However, Drop The Anchor makes most 

ap- peal after beating the selection on her handicap 
debut last time. Simon Torrens got a great tune out of the 
six-year-old to get up by a short head at Listowel and 
they are only 2lb worse off with the Closutton mare.they are only 2lb worse off with the Closutton mare.

1.50

EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT
DELTA can make easy Work of his rivals in the Lad-
brokes Champion Chase. Gordon Elliott’s DELTA WORK
(below) is one of the best staying chasers around with 
five Grade 1 wins over fences. The Gigginstown seven-
year-old was not at his best in the Gold Cup after an ear-
ly mistake put him in a position he could never recover 
from. He had enjoyed a fantastic season before that with 
two Grade 1 wins at Leopardstown. On his day he’s a very 
hard horse to beat. Elliott has another four runners in this 
nine-strong field and the best of those is obviously new 

recruit Presenting Percy. The nine-year-old 
was no match for Delta Work last year, 
but it’s not out of the question 
that he could sparkle for 
his new yard. The Story-
teller is worth a mention 
given that he’s racing fit. 

However, he’s just below 
this level normally, but if 

there are any chinks in the market 
leader’s armour he will expose them. 
Chris’s Dream is a fair tool on his day, 
but has yet to truly prove himself as a 
Grade 1 performer. Of the rest, Tout 
Est Permis shaped with promise at 
Punchestown and still has youth 
on his side. Trainer Noel Meade 
is very bullish about his chances. is very bullish about his chances. 

2.25

DOWN ROYAL COLOURS LIVE ON       ITV4: 2.25 GOING: YIELDING TO SOFT
EAMONN HAMES

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

12.40 ............................... Quilixios
1.15 ................................Ballyadam
1.50 .............Getaway Gorgeous
2.25 ............. DELTA WORK (nap)
3.00 ...................Easy Game (nb)
3.35 .................................Paranoid
4.10 .............................Sir Gerhard

12.40 ............................... Quilixios
1.15 ................... Colonel Mustard
1.50 ................................. Cayd Boy
2.25 ...................... Chris’s Dream
3.00 .................................. Samcro
3.35 ....................Touch Of Oscar
4.10 ................Vintage Prosseco

DON’T MISS THE LADBROKES         CHAMPION CHASE AT DOWN ROYAL Favourite
SOUTHWOOD JET can 
wing it in tonight’s 
£50,000 Star 
Sports/Arc Derby at 
Nottingham.

Victory will make him 
the first since the legendary 
Westmead Hawk in 2006 to 
complete an unbeaten run 
through greyhound racing’s 
greatest race.

It would mean so much 
to Richard Rees, his 
trainer, whose father, and 
grandfather, both won the 
Derby.

Rees said: “It would be a 
dream to do it. Southwood 
Jet has done everything 
we’ve asked. He’s had a good 
week since the semis. All we 
need now is luck.”

The 500-metre decider is 
set to be decided on the run 
to the first bend. Southwood 
Jet (1) must hold his position 
against the rail, particularly 
from Deerjet Sydney (2).Deerjet Sydney (2).Deerjet Sydney

The latter is quickly away 
and makes a beeline for 
the rails, but his attempt to 
wrest the inside is likely to be 
rebuffed by Southwood Jet.

Pat Buckley, the trainer of 
Deerjet Sydney, is bidding 
to become only the third to 
complete the Triple Crown 
in a career that has already 
seen him collect the Irish and 
Scottish Derbies.

Buckley said: “He loves 
trap two and is a railer. My 
dog is in great shape and will 
run a big race.”

Deerjet Sydney is one of 
four Irish-trained runners in 
the final, as was the case last 
year when those from across 
the water filled the first three 
places in the decider.

Graham Holland is 
represented by Ballydoyle 
Valor (3) and Wolfe (4).

Victory for Holland would 
cap a sensational year as he 
would be the first to win the 
Irish and English Derbies 
in the same 12 months 
after the success of Newinn 
Taylor at Shelbourne Park in 
September.

If there is a ‘People’s 
Dog’ in the final it is Wolfe, 
who will be four years old 
tomorrow and would be one 
of the oldest to ever win the 
English Derby.

Coolavanny Chick (6) makes Coolavanny Chick (6) makes Coolavanny Chick
up the Irish quartet, with 
Smurfs Machine (5), the second 
of the Hove-based finalists, 
is trained by Seamus Cahill 
who in 2017 produced 28-1 
Astute Missile, the biggest-
priced Derby winner ever.

Southdown Jet holds all 
the aces. He should go round 
in front and has shown he is 
difficult to pass once leading. 

The Holland-trained duo 
cannot be dismissed and I 
take the evergreen Wolfe to 
come home in second.
NOTTINGHAM’S BIG RACE
9.11   DERBY FINAL 500 Metres
7-4 SOUTHWOOD JETHH rl 29.54
5-2 Deerjet Sydney md 29.45
10-1 Ballydoyle Valor md 29.66
7-2 WolfeH md 29.47
8-1 Smurfs Machine sa 29.59
10-1 Coolavanny Chick wd 29.63

SELECTIONS
nROMFORD: 10.12 Jaxxhappymoments 
(3-2-6) 10.31 Trapstyle Boss (2-6-4) 10.46 
Old Renee (nap) (3-1-2) 11.01 Swabys 
Jenny (3-1-4) 11.16 Brainstorm (5-3-
1) 11.31 Garland Express (2-4-6) 11.46 
Fortunate Coast (nb) (4-1-3) 12.01 Trapstyle 
Flash (6-2-1) 12.16 Vinegarhilltommy (3-6-4) 
12.31 Momominstrel (5-3-4) 12.46 Lagile 
Maestro (6-5-3) 1.02 Guided By You (6-3-1) 
1.17 Burtonlodgeview (1-3-5) 1.33 Nova 
Blaze (3-6-2)
nPERRY BARR: 11.06 Westview Puddles 
(4-2-5) 11.21 Binny The Belly (2-3-6) 
11.36 Parsnip Dobbie (2-3-1) 11.51 Lady 
Pauline (nap) (6-3-1) 12.06 You Have It 
(2-1-4) 12.21 Ballinagree Sis (1-3-5) 12.36 
Ballymac Tilly (4-6-1) 12.51 Blue Act (nb) 
(5-4-3) 1.06 Westwind Point (3-4-2) 1.21 
Sahara Style (6-2-3) 1.36 Cefn Joey (1-2-
6) 1.51 Annadown Cain (1-6-4)
nSHEFFIELD: 6.19 Itsalladream (6-1-3) 
6.36 Hollyhill Lulu (6-2-4) 6.51 Mazzy 
Star (1-5-3) 7.09 Harton Lara (nb) (2-5-6) 
7.26 Honey Willow (4-6-2) 7.41 Merry Mia 
(6-3-4) 7.58 Milliondollarlad (2-3-6) 8.12 
Lostrigg Velma (3-5-1) 8.27 Sir Paddys 
Son (1-4-5) 8.46 Peachstreet Lady (1-2-5) 
9.01 Jaguar Blake (1-2-6) 9.16 Headleys 
Twink (3-4-1) 9.31 Rockmount Dove (6-4-
1) 9.45 Domino Flyer (nap) (1-5-4)
nNOTTINGHAM: 6.26 Ice Of Diamonds 
(4-6-2) 6.41 Loggies Lito (5-1-3) 6.59 
Ballydoyle Razor (1-6-2) 7.16 Aayamza 
Lexie (nb) (1-3-6) 7.34 Boca Junior (1-6-3) 
7.51 Avastorm (3-4-2) 8.06 Lenson Blinder 
(2-6-1) 8.21 Roxholme Kristof (5-2-6) 8.36 
Knocknaboul Syd (2-5-1) 8.52 Catunda 
Logan (2-5-1) 9.11 Southwood Jet (nap) 
(1-2-6) 9.26 Micks Little Gem (6-1-5)
nSHELBOURNE PARK: 7.42 Chasing 
Belfast (1-2-3) 7.57 Colston Apache (4-2-
3) 8.12 Slippery Diva (nap) (1-5-6) 8.27 
Ballybrack Gem (nb) (6-2-3) 8.42 Swanley 
Chick (2-5-1) 8.57 Pennys Baccata (3-4-5) 
9.12 Lady Panda (1-5-3) 9.27 Ropewalk 
Pacer (6-2-3) 9.42 Battle Cry (4-1-2) 9.57 
Glaise Tracy (3-1-2) 10.12 Free From 
Desire (1-2-6) 10.27 Razldazl Mya (1-3-6)

 GREYHOUNDS

FORM
THE STORYTELLER  ( 1 1 -2 )  2 - 1 

fav towards rear,  mistake 1st , 
travell ing well  straight,  r idden 
to lead before last, stayed on well 
run-in. comfortably, bt TOUT EST 
PERMIS (11-2) 5-2 tracked leaders, 
4th 4 out, disputed lead travelling 
well entering straight, led 2 out and 
soon ridden, headed last, kept on 
same pace, 71/2l BALKO DES FLOS
(11-2) 8-1 mid-division, headway 12th, 
no impression, 4th (35l) ALPHA 
DES OBEAUX (11-2) 11-1 led 4 out, 
headed 3 out, weakened, 5th (btn 
40l) RAVENHILL (11-10) 20-1 in rear, 
pushed along at 4th, never a factor, 
6th (btn 42l) (8 ran) (Punchestown 
3m ch Grd 3 (1) €16,500  soft).

DELTA WORK (11-10) 5-1 held up in 
rear, mistake 2nd and 16th, headway 
when not much room 3 out, stayed 
on, not trouble leaders, 5th of 12 
(btn 61/4l) to Al Boum Photo (11-10) 
CHRIS’S DREAM (11-10) 20-1 held 

up, headway 18th, weakened 2 out, 
10th (btn 18l) PRESENTING PERCY
(11-10) 10-1 held up, mistake 18th, 
closed 3 out, staying on when fell 2 
out, (12 ran) (Cheltenham 31/4m ch 
Grd 1 (1) £351,688 good to soft).

PRESENTING PERCY fell latest, 
DELTA WORK (11-10) 5-2 held up, 
close 4th 2 out, ridden straight, 
improved to lead last, stayed on well 
final furlong, bt Kemboy (11-10) 11/2l 
PRESENTING PERCY (11-10) 10-3 
held up, last and niggled briefly after 
7th, good headway 3 out, improved 
to dispute lead on inner and slight 
mistake 2 out, headed last, kept on 
same pace in 3rd inside final furlong, 
3rd (btn 43/3/3

4l) (8 ran) (Leopardstown 
3m ch Grd 1 (1) €142,500 yielding).

SNOW FALCON  (11-5) 33-1 mid-
division, pushed along 3 out, never 
reached leaders, 11th of 23 (btn 16l) to 
Simply The Betts (11-4) (Cheltenham 
2m 5f hcap ch Grd 3 (1) £61,897 soft).

FORM
BATTLEOVERDOYEN (11-4) 7-1 mid-

division, headway 10th, chance 3 out, 
outpaced 2 out, weakened last, 4th 
of 10 (btn 24l) to Champ (11-4) EASY 
GAME (11-4) 10-1 held up, headway 
12th, outpaced after 4 out, weakened 
next, fell last, (Cheltenham 3m nov 
ch Grd 1 (1) £98,472 soft).

SAMCRO (11-4) 4-1 tracked leaders, 
going well 3 out, mistake next, ridden 
to lead last, stayed on well flat, just 
prevailed on nod, bt Melon (11-4) ns 
(12 ran) (Cheltenham 21/2m nov ch 
Grd 1 (1) £84,405 good to soft).

EASY GAME (11-5) 11-10 fav made all, 
jumped well, travelling smoothly 
straight, stayed on well to assert run-
in, comfortably, bt The Storyteller 
(11-5) 7l (5 ran) (Gowran Park 21/2m ch 
Grd 2 (1) €21,000 good to soft).

SIZING POTTSIE fell latest, (11-1) 11-4 
tracked leader, headway to lead 
3 out, joined 2 out, stayed on well 
run-in, bt Cut The Mustard (10-12) 12l 
YAHA FIZZ (11-1) 6-1 led, clear from 
4th, headed 3 out, soon weakened, 
5th (38l) (7 ran) (Navan 2m nov ch 
Grd 3 (1) €25,500 soft to heavy).

FORM

FORM
FORM

FRANKLY ALL TALK (10-5) 10-3 fav 
pushed along straight, no extra 2 
out, 5th of 13 (btn 39l) to Life Isfor 
Living (10-9) PARANOID (11-6) 6-1 
pulled up 2 out, (Limerick 3m hcap 
hdle €7,973 soft to heavy).

CUNEO (12-0) 10-3 dropped to rear 5 
out, no extra from 3 out, 3rd of 6 (btn 
26l) to Brace Yourself (12-0) (Gowran 
Park 21/2m beg ch €7,500 good).

BILBO BAGINS (10-13) 16-1 towards 
rear, mistake 3 out, no extra, 3rd of 
9 (btn 13l) to Cappacurry Zak (10-6) 
(Navan 3m hcap ch €11,400 heavy).

TOUCH OF OSCAR (11-9) 10-3 soon 
led, headed 2 out, one pace, 4th of 
6 (btn 13l) to Aforementioned (11-5) 
(Clonmel 3m nov ch €11,100 good).

MASSEY’S WOOD (11-12) 33-1 rear of 
mid-division, lost place straight and 
mistake 3 out, 9th of 15 (well btn) to 
Spyglass Hill (11-12) (Gowran Park 
21/2m beg ch €8,700 heavy).

THE WHITE VOLCANO  (11-7) 9-2 
tracked leaders, ridden and no 
impression 2 out, left 4th last, 4th of 
10 (btn 25l) to Rapid Response (11-7) 

(Wexford 3m 1f beg ch €6,600 soft).
AASLEAGH DAWN (10-12) 10-1 chased 

leaders, jumped left 2nd, reminders, 
closer 10th, no impression 2 out, 5th 
of 6 (31l) to Jerandme (12-0) (Sligo 
3m 1f ch €7,500 good to yielding).

COEUR JOYEUX  (10-10) 8-1 rear, 
mistake 2 out and one pace, 3rd of 7 
(7l) to Deadheat (11-2) (Punchestown 
3m hcap ch €8,700 yielding).

ASKANN (11-10) 18-1 mid-division, never 
nearer, 3rd of 13 (btn 71/4l) to Lord 
Lariat (11-1) (Fairyhouse 2m 5f cond 
hcap ch €8,400 yielding).

PARANOID (11-4) 15-8 fav led 3rd, 
pressed last, kept on well run-in, bt 
Room To Roam (11-4) nk (15 ran) (Gal-
way 2m 3f hcap hdle €6,600 soft).

CALICOJACK  (11-7)  10-1  chased 
leaders, lost position and no extra 
3 out, 11th of 12 (well btn) to Gunfire 
Reef (11-6) (Tipperary 2m 7f cond 
hcap ch €7,800 good to yielding).

JUSTMEMYSELFANDI fell latest, (10-
6) 8-1 one pace, 7th of 13 to Mighty 
Stowaway (11-0) (Punchestown 2m 
7f hcap ch €16,697 good to yielding).

3.35 RAINBOW COMMUNICATIONS HANDICAP CHASE; 
value to the winner €8,700; 3m. (12 runners)

1 1/2F15- FRANKLY ALL TALK 308 (BF) R K Watson 7-11-11 ...... Barry Browne (3) 90
2 700-033 CUNEO 28 (B) G Elliott 8-11-10 ..................................................  Conor Orr (5) 97
3 51/803- BILBO BAGINS 242 A Murray 11-11-9 ................................... Denis O’Regan 95
4 8P-7124 TOUCH OF OSCAR 30 J P O’Brien 6-11-9 .....................................  J J Slevin 93
5 17/P59- MASSEY’S WOOD 259 (T) B Connell 8-11-5 ........................ Mark Bolger l99
6 283P-54 THE WHITE VOLCANO 63 J Woods 8-11-5 ....................... Danny Hand (7) 96
7 2-070F5 AASLEAGH DAWN 47 (P) G Cromwell 7-11-1 .................  Jonathan Moore 85
8 4867/73 COEUR JOYEUX 18 J P Dempsey 9-11-1 ............................  Luke Dempsey 93
9 U1629-3 ASKANN 21 M Torrens 8-10-13 ......................................... Simon Torrens (5) 88
10 3402P-1 PARANOID 24 G Elliott 6-10-13 ................................................ Jack Kennedy 98
11 /15P-90 CALICOJACK 104 (T) N Meade 8-10-10..............................  Sean Flanagan 92
12 U1207/F JUSTMEMYSELFANDI 17 (P,T;D) E Doyle 9-10-10 ...  Sean O’Keeffe (3) 84
BETTING: 3 Paranoid, 6 Touch Of Oscar, Frankly All Talk, 7 Askann, 8 Cuneo, 10 
Coeur Joyeux, Bilbo Bagins, The White Volcano
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: FE   1   1   7   2
2019: Castafiore Park 7-9-12 Sean O’Keeffe 7-2 (Paul Nolan), 8 ran.

4.10 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF (PRO/AM) FLAT RACE; 
winner €6,000; 2m 100yds. (13 runners)

1 0-0 BOWTIE 22 N Slevin 5-12-2 ...................................... Mr C W McCormack (7) —
2 LARGY MIST S Crawford 5-12-2 ............................................ Mr C Rabbitt (7) —
3 6/ 6/ 6 NIGHT COMBAT 573 N Meade 5-12-2 .............................  Mr M Stenson (7) —
4 1- SIR GERHARD 342 G Elliott 5-12-2 .............................................  Mr J J Codd —
5 F- VINTAGE PROSSECO 335 G Cromwell 5-12-2 ..................  Mr P W Mullins —
6 80 BACCHUS LESCRIBAA 33 G Elliott 4-11-12 .................... Mr C Chester (7) 81
7 GETUPTHEMSTAIRS J G Cosgrave 4-11-12 .........................  J G Gilligan (7) —
8 KINNEGAD LAD S Crawford 4-11-12 .......................................... Mr F Maguire —
9 3-3 THE BANGER DOYLE 94 (TH) R K Watson 4-11-12  Miss A B O’Connor (5) 98
10 P-PP DIDGERIDEE 14 C Cannon 5-11-9 ......................................  L A McKenna (7) —
11 3-9 LUCY VAN PELT 21 P Maher 5-11-9 .................................  Mr P A King (5) l99
12 80 AUNTIE DOYEN 32 (T) S McParlan 4-11-5 .....................  Mr N McParlan (3) —
13 8- ROXANYA 228 S Crawford 4-11-5 .......................................... Danny Hand (7) —
BETTING: 4-6 Sir Gerhard, 6 Night Combat, The Banger Doyle, 13-2 Vintage 
Prosseco, 14 Bacchus Lescribaa, 16 Largy Mist, 20 Kinnegad Lad, 33 Lucy Van Pelt
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1-2   1   1   1
2019: Easywork 5-12-0 Mr J J Codd 8-11 Fav (G Elliott), 10 ran.

2.25 LADBROKES CHAMPION CHASE (GRADE 1) 
winner €75,000; 3m  (9 runners)
1 2333-5 ALPHA DES OBEAUX 17 (B,T)ALPHA DES OBEAUX 17 (B,T)ALPHA DES OBEAUX

G Elliott 10-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryan Cooper 82
Runs: 39 Wins: 7 (F,2S,2G) Places: 14 €340,445
 Dour stayer, lost a yard of pace and not a Grade 1 performer any more
2 3/44-4 BALKO DES FLOS 17

H De Bromhead 9-11-12 . . . . . Rachael Blackmore 89
Runs: 27 Wins: 6 (5S,G) Places: 5 €465,081
Grade 1 performer a few years ago, limited promise at Punchestown, ignore
3 /P110- CHRIS’S DREAM 232 (D)

H De Bromhead 8-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . Robbie Power 97
Runs: 16 Wins: 7 (4S) Places: 2 €155,225
Bold jumper, goes well fresh and not without a chance, stamina assured
4 14115- DELTA WORK 232 (H,T;C,D)DELTA WORK 232 (H,T;C,D)DELTA WORK

G Elliott 7-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Kennedy l99
Runs: 20 Wins: 9 (3S,4G) Places: 7 €532,113
Top class, multiple Grade 1 winner over fences, but likely better for the run
5 /353F- PRESENTING PERCY 232 (T;D)PRESENTING PERCY 232 (T;D)PRESENTING PERCY

G Elliott 9-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Denis O’Regan 98
Runs: 23 Wins: 10 (8S,G) Places: 5 €318,240
Outstanding novice, not had much luck since, interesting on first start for Elliott
6 2F1-U6 RAVENHILL 17

G Elliott 10-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Walsh 87
Runs: 24 Wins: 7 (S,F,4G) Places: 6 €164,615
 Tough hcapper, will lack the class of these but he could nick a place
7 15630- SNOW FALCON 233 (C,D)

N Meade 10-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan Moore 84
Runs: 37 Wins: 10 (3S,2G) Places: 9 €330,632
 Well beaten in this last year, best form is over shorter, hard to fancy
8 -P1121 THE STORYTELLER 17

G Elliott 9-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keith Donoghue 94
Runs: 32 Wins: 10 (5S,G) Places: 8 €290,873
 Useful but just below this level, fitness assured and he’s hard as nails
9 4453-2 TOUT EST PERMIS 17 (T;D)

N Meade 7-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sean Flanagan 92
Runs: 28 Wins: 5 (2S,2G) Places: 8 €160,658
 Still got youth on his side, seemed to blow up at Punchestown, do better

BETTING: 15-8 Delta Work, 5-2 Presenting Percy, 3 Chris’s Dream, 
13-2 The Storyteller, 14 Tout Est Permis, 25 Snow Falcon, 33 Alpha 
Des Obeaux, Balko Des Flos, 50 Ravenhill

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   7   1   2
2019: Road To Respect 8-11-10, S Flanagan 5-2 (N Meade), 5 ran.2019: Road To Respect 8-11-10, S Flanagan 5-2 (N Meade), 5 ran.

1.50 WKD HANDICAP HURDLE (GRD B)  winner 
€24,000; 2m 100yds  (18 runners)

3.00 LOUGH CONSTRUCTION LTD. CHASE (GRADE 2) 
winner €35,999; 2m 3f 120yds (5 runners)
1 111F4- BATTLEOVERDOYEN 234 (T)

G Elliott 7-12-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Walsh 96
Runs: 10 Wins: 7 (2S,4G)  €161,436
 Bold jumper, goes well fresh and drop in trip will suit, dangerous
2 /1F21- SAMCRO 233 (T;CD)

G Elliott 8-12-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Kennedy l99
Runs: 16 Wins: 10 (6S) Places: 2 €321,936
Big engine but fragile of late, bounced back to form at Chelts, slick jumper
3 2F-011 EASY GAME 28 (D)

W P Mullins 6-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Townend 97
Runs: 17 Wins: 7 (5G) Places: 4 €136,135
 Classy, won well at Gowran Park earlier in the month, fitness edge
4 3U11F- SIZING POTTSIE 224 (T;BF)

J Harrington 6-11-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robbie Power 92
Runs: 10 Wins: 3 (3S) Places: 3 €44,445
 Goes best in the mud, so will need plenty of rain to fall, more needed
5 50715- YAHA FIZZ F9

E D Delany 10-11-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Treacy 81
Runs: 24 Wins: 4 (4S) Places: 4 €66,525
 Useful pacepusher, plenty to find on the figures and out of his depth

BETTING: 5-4 Samcro, 6-4 Easy Game, 13-2 Sizing Pottsie, 7 
Battleoverdoyen, 20 Yaha Fizz

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   1   3   1
2019: Real Steel 6-11-5, P Townend 4-5 Fav (W P Mullins), 4 ran.

12.40 METCOLLECT 3-Y-O HURDLE; value to the 
winner €6,899; 2m 100yds  (5 runners)

1.15 TAYTO GROUP MAIDEN HURDLE; value to the winner 
€6,000; 2m 100yds. (18 runners)

EAMONN HAMES’ VERDICT
PLAY the Game in this Grade 2 cracker. It’s tough to go PLAY the Game in this Grade 2 cracker. It’s tough to go 
against Samcro - especially given his excellent reap-
pearance record — but EASY GAME (3.00) is razor-sharp 

and his front-running style could see him 
have them all at it in behind on the turn 
for home. Willie Mullins’ six-year-old 
was a classy novice himself last season 
and his latest run at Gowran is right up 
there with the best Samcro has shown 
over fences. He made The Storyteller look 

fairly ordinary and he has since gone on 
to land a Grade 3 at Punchestown. Cullentra 

House are doubly represented with Battleoverdoyen in 
here too, but he wants further and a bit more cut to 
bridge the gap with his stablemate and the selection. bridge the gap with his stablemate and the selection. 

3.00
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 BIG-RACE EARLY PRICES

WETHERBY LIVE ON ITV4: 1.35, 2.10, 2.45 & 3.20 GOING: GOOD TO SOFT
     TEMPLEGATE     TOM PEPPER

TEMPLEGATE’S TRIO: Dr Sanderson and Capeland (double, both Ascot) 
with Ballyoptic (Wetherby).
TOM PEPPER’S DOUBLE: Falco Blitz (Ascot) and Sam Spinner (Wetherby).
SUNRATINGS’ NAP: FLAMINGER (1.55 Ascot).
SIRIUS, Sun On Sunday, nap: MYSTERY ANGEL (2.05 Newmarket).

12.25 ............... Cesar Et Rosalie
1.00 .....................Brief Ambition
1.35 .................... Hes No Trouble
2.10 ................................ Mrs Hyde
2.45 ................Next Destination
3.20.............................. Ballyoptic
3.55 ................................ War Lord

12.25 ......................Air Navigator
1.00 ........................ Ashtown Lad
1.35 ............................................ Guy
2.10 .........................Verdana Blue
2.45 ....................Lisnagar Oscar
3.20................Sam Spinner (nb)
3.55 ........................... Arrivederci

HOT ‘N NOT TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

SCOOP6

TRAINERS with best record in 
last 14 days: K Bailey 9 winners 
from 27 runners; D McCain 8 from 
31; P Nicholls 14 from 57; D Skelton 
11 from 50; N Henderson 6 from 30; 
N Mulholland 7 from 38; A King 7 
from 43; Jonjo O’Neill 6 from 44; 
T Easterby 7 from 69; N Twiston-
Davies 4 from 43.
JOCKEYS with best record in last 
14 days: D Bass 9 winners from 
28 rides; H Skelton 10 from 39; A 
Wedge 4 from 22; D Jacob 5 from 31; 
H Cobden 6 from 43; B Powell 4 from 
29; A Heskin 3 from 23; H Brooke 3 
from 29; J Burke 3 from 35.
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win: N 
C Kelly 57; J Foster 33; F O’Brien 
32; I Jardine 28; Sue Smith 26; M 
Hammond 23; S Conway 21.
JOCKEYS who have had the most 
rides since last win: J Hamilton 
35; J McGrath 29; C Bewley 29; 
K Woods 28; A Anderson 27; S 
Twiston-Davies 23; S Bowen 18.

RUNNERS HAVING THEIR FIRST 
RACE FOR A NEW TRAINER:     
1.00 Pennyforapound C Bowe 
(Ire) to R Curtis; 2.10 Desaray Girl
P Kirby to M Hammond; 2.45 Next 
Destination W P Mullins (Ire) to P 
Nicholls; The Dutchman C Tizzard 
to T Davidson; 3.20 Saint Xavier P 
Quinton (Fr) to R Hobson.
RACEFAX: N Twiston-Davies won 
the 3.20 in 2017 and 2019. P Nicholls 
won the 2.45 in 2012, 2013 and 2016.
LONGEST TRAVELLERS: Born 
In Borris  (2.10), Copperhead
(2.45), War Lord (3.55) trained by 
C Tizzard, Sherborne, round trip of 
582 miles; Whitehotchillifili (2.10) 
trained by H Fry, Seaborough, 
round trip of 546 miles.

MONEY TALKS: Verdana Blue
(2.10) opened 8-13, second at 1-2f; 
Cesar Et Rosalie (12.25) opened 7-1, 
unplaced at 5-1; She’sasupermack
(1.35) opened 9-4, won at 15-8f; 
Calum Gilhooley (3.55) opened 
10-3, unplaced at 11-4f; Dandolo Du 
Gite (1.35) opened 10-3, won at 11-4.

TOP EARNERS
3.20 Definitly Red  .............. £455,358
3.20 Ballyoptic  .....................£344,195
2.10 Verdana Blue  ............. £337,295
3.20 Cyrname  ......................£324,914
3.20 La Bague Au Roi ...... £296,218

FIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Hes 
No Trouble (1.35), Nobel Leader 
(1.35), Rosie And Millie (2.10), La 
Bague Au Roi (3.20), Do Wanna 
Know (3.55), Shang Tang (3.55). 
W E I G H T W A T C H E R :  1 2 . 2 5 
Stockburn (won off 111, down 3lb 
to 108);  Vice Et Vertu (won off 120, 
down 3lb to 117);  Absolutely Dylan
(won off 109, down 9lb to 100)
JOB JOCKEYS: A Heskin rides 
Copperhead (2.45) for C Tizzard, 3 
winners from 9 rides, 33%. R Dunne 
rides Do Wanna Know (3.55) for 
C Longsdon, 5 from 18, 28%. H 
Cobden rides Next Destination 
(2.45),  Cyrname (3.20) for P 
Nicholls, 240 from 874, 27%.

TIC-TAC: Left-handed, undulating track of 1m 4f with nine stiff fences to a 
circuit and a run-in of 200yds. FAVOURITES: (2015-2020): 224 have won 
out of 646 races (35%). At the previous corresponding meetings, 36 have 
won out of 113 races (32%).  LIVE ON RACING TV

2015-2020 D Skelton 41-146, P 
Kirby 29-195, M Hammond 21-307, 
Sue Smith 16-178, N Twiston-Davies 
15-67, B Ellison 13-90, K Bailey 12-43, 
W Greatrex 11-58, N Mulholland 
10-37, C Longsdon 9-56. THIS 
SEASON: D Skelton 2.

2015-2020 H Skelton 35-118, Joe 
Colliver 16-102, D Bass 13-37, P 
Brennan 13-41, T Dowson 10-83, 
H Brooke 10-120,  S Twiston-
Davies 9-41, K Woods 9-52, J 
Hamilton 9-107, D Jacob 8-27. THIS 
SEASON: H Skelton 2, D Jacob 2.

LEG 1 ..............2.25 Down Royal
LEG 2................. 2.45 Wetherby
LEG 3 ........................3.05 Ascot
LEG 4................. 3.20 Wetherby
LEG 5 ........................3.40 Ascot
LEG 6................. 3.55 Wetherby
CURRENT WIN FUND ..£107,423

TRACKFAX . . . 

EACH-WAY
THIEF

HAVE an each-way double on a couple of 
classy contests at Wetherby. KILDISART 
(2.45) was second over fences at the 
Cheltenham Festival and has some 
quality. Pair him with AYE RIGHT (3.20), who 
will love this longer trip after staying on into 
second at Kelso on comeback last time out.

EACH-WAY THIEF

FORM
NIVEN (11-2) 28-1 10th of 11 (btn 25l) to 

Amoola Gold (11-2) (Wetherby 1m 7f 
hcap ch (3) £7,018 good to soft).

HES NO TROUBLE pulled up latest (10-
13) 10-1 every chance, 7th of 9 (btn 34l) 
to Court Master (10-3) (Newbury 2m 7f 
nov hcap ch (3) £7,018 soft).

GUY (11-4) 9-1 mid-division, closed 6th, 
led next, clear last, easily, bt Ebony 
Gale (11-1) 13l (9 ran) (Huntingdon 
21/2m nov hcap ch (4) £4,289 good).

DANDOLO DU GITE (11-3) 11-4 made all, 
clear 4 out, eased towards finish, bt 
Jaboticaba (11-12) 19l (5 ran) (South-
well 2m nov hcap ch (4) £4,614 good).

SHE’SASUPERMACK (11-8) 15-8 fav led SHE’SASUPERMACK (11-8) 15-8 fav led SHE’SASUPERMACK
going well, headed 2 out, led again last, 
bt Haul Us In (11-8) 3l (4 ran) (Newcastle 
21/2m hcap ch (3) £7,343 soft).

BOLLIN ACE (12-3) 3-1 kept on, 13l by 
The Paddy Pie (11-11) ARD CHROS
(11-9) 18-1 6th (29l) (8 ran) (Newcastle 
21/2m hcap ch (4) £4,289 soft).

SIANNES STAR (11-2) 11-2 ran on, 3rd of 

7 (btn 14l) to Leapaway (11-2) (Hexham 
2m nov chs (4) £4,289 good).

MINELLA FOR ME (11-4) 14-1 ran on, 3/3/3
4l 

by Court Master (11-6) (7 ran) (Warwick 
21/2m hcap ch (3) £7,310 good).

WELL SMITTEN (11-12) 8-1 led run-in, bt 
King Golan (11-1) 61/2l (6 ran) (Wetherby 
2m 3f hcap ch (4) £4,616 soft).

THOMAS TODD (11-8) 7-4 fav not jump 
well, led 6th, hit 8th and rider lost 
irons and soon headed, rallied to lead 
again 10th, mistake 3 out, driven out, 
bt Compadre (11-12) 3l (6 ran) (Market 
Rasen 2m 3f hcap ch (4) £6,498 soft).

ARD CHROS (11-11) 14-1 behind 8th, 9th 
of 12 (btn 24l) to Las Tunas (10-11) 
(Carlisle 2m hcap ch (4) £4,289 good).

THOMAS TODD (11-0) 7-2 led, headed 
2 out, blundered next, kept on one 
pace, btn 17l by Encore Champs (11-
12) NOBEL LEADER (11-1) 10-1 rear, 
ridden 3 out, kept on same pace next, 
3rd (btn 24l) (6 ran) (Fakenham 2m 5f 
hcap ch (3) £10,007 good to soft).

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
HES NO TROUBLEHES NO TROUBLE has had a wind op, which is a major plus  has had a wind op, which is a major plus 
with runners from Kim Bailey’s yard. His best chase run 
came when winning well at Huntingdon three starts ago 

and he’s better than we saw under an amateur 
at Ludlow latest. Guy was very impressive Guy was very impressive Guy
when winning on his chase debut 18 days 
ago. A 12lb rise in the weights may not be 
enough with more to come. Thomas Todd 
signed off last season with a win and rel-
ishes this trip so could hit the frame at least. 

Minella For Me went down in a tight finish at 
Warwick and may have needed that comeback. He 

is another threat. Dandolo Du Gite is back after 528 days but 
did win well when last seen so watch the betting.did win well when last seen so watch the betting.

1.35

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
Verdana BlueVerdana Blue should be more than good enough to win this 
but that was the case at Kempton 13 days ago when she 
was beaten as an odds-on shot. Maybe she was still feeling 
the effects of finishing third in the Ebor on the Flat and 
she would probably want the ground a bit quicker ideally. 

She may well get the job done but at the prices 
I’ll take her on with 

mare looked a decent prospect when win
ning a minor contest at Perth in August but 
left that form behind when taking a Listed 
contest in style at Kempton with plenty left 
in the tank. That was just her fourth spin 

over timber and there’s a lot more to come. 
Midnights’ Gift has put in two good efforts since 

switching from the Flat with her second at Bangor over 
this trip looking decent. This is a hike in class but she’s 
only four so can improve. Whitehotchillifili
at the Cheltenham Festival last time. She would love more 
rain as heavy ground is ideal and would make her a major 
player. Born In Borris needed the run when third at Chep
stow on just her second start and is respected.stow on just her second start and is respected.

2.10

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

2.45

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

3.20

BIG-RACETRENDS
Year Going Ran Winner Age Jockey Trainer SP Wt OR Days
2019 Soft 7 BALLYOPTIC 9 Tw-Davies, S  Tw-Davies, N 11/4  11-0 157 21
2018 Good 4 DEFINITLY RED  9 Cook, Danny  Ellison, B 3/1  11-6 164 205
2017 Soft 8 BRISTOL DE MAI 6 Jacob, Daryl  Tw-Davies, N 6/1  11-6 159 212
2016 Good 7 IRISH CAVALIERIRISH CAVALIERIRISH C   7 Moore, J M  Curtis, R 16/1  11-6 159 20
2015 Soft 7 CUE CARDCUE CARDCUE C   9 Brennan, P J  Tizzard, C L 11/4  11-0 160 185
2014 Good 7 MENORAH 9 Johnson, R  Hobbs, P J 8/1  11-10 165 156
2013 G/Soft 7 HARRY TOPPER HARRY TOPPER HARRY T 6 Maguire, J Bailey, K C 5/1  11-6 152 193
2012 G/Soft 6 SILVINIACO CONTI  6 Walsh, R  Nicholls, P F 11/10  11-5 156 204
2011 Good 7 WEIRD AL 8 Murphy, T  McCain Jnr, D 7/1  11-6 151 225
2010 Good 8 NACARAT 9 Thomas, S  George, T R 6/1  11-0 158 205

SAM SPINNER can land 
his first major chase prize 
in the Charlie Hall.

It pays to have finished 
in the first three places last 
time out. 

Going back more than 
20 years, no winner of the 
Charlie Hall went to Weth-
erby having fallen last time 
out. That’s a major worry for 
supporters of hot favourite 
Cyrname who hit the deck at 
Ascot when last seen in Feb-
ruary.

Vinndication, Saint Xavier 
and La Bague Au Roi also fall 
short on the opening trend.

Age has been another im-
portant factor. 

You have to go way back to 
Grey Abbey’s success in 2004 
for a horse older than nine 
coming out on top.

On that score we can put 
a line through ten-year-old 
Ballyoptic and fellow veteran 
Definitly Red.

There has been a fair 
spread of winners on the of-

ficial ratings but Aye Right on 
146 would be the lowest rat-
ed winner since Ballybough 
Rasher in 2003 and is the 
next to go.

It’s best to have a win over 
at least three miles on your 
CV and that’s not something 
Mister Whitaker can boast, 
with his best efforts coming 
over shorter.

This hasn’t been a race 
for outsiders, which means 
Keeper Hill falls by the way-
side at 20-1.

So we’re left with just 
one runner standing — SAM 
SPINNER.

He has won all three chase 
starts to date including two 
around here, which is a ma-
jor plus.

He stays well and ticks the 
trends boxes nicely for Jedd 
O’Keeffe and Joe Colliver.

3.20 Wetherby
Charlie Hall Chase

FORM
DESARAY GIRL (11-5) 100-1 held up 

in last pair, driven 3 out, lost touch 
next, tailed off, last of 9 (well btn) to 
Honeysuckle (11-5) (Cheltenham 21/2m 
hdle Grd 1 (1) £67,524 soft).

MIDNIGHTS’ GIFT (11-4) 9-2 tracked 
leaders, mistake 2 out, ridden last, no 
extra on run-in, 4th of 9 (btn 53/3/3

4l) to 
Flashing Glance (11-9) (Market Rasen 
2m 5f hcap hdle (3) £9,747 good).

MRS HYDE  (10-7) 15-2 close up, 
headway last, led run in, ran on, bt 
Fidelio Vallis (11-0) 13/3/3

4l (5 ran) (Kemp-
ton 2m Listed nov hdle £9,112 good).

BORN IN BORRIS (11-4) 9-4 tracked 
leader, led 3 out, headed last, 3rd and 

WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI

VERDANA BLUE

FORM

FORM

FORM

1.35   BET365 HANDICAP CHASE (3) value to the 
winner £7,148; 2m 3f  (12 runners)
1 3641-0 NIVEN 17 (P)

P Kirby 7-11-13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Dowson 97
Runs: 29 Wins: 3 (2S,G) Places: 9 £47,382
 Front-runner who ended last season with a Catterick win, this is tougher
2 /U17P- HES NO TROUBLE 255 (TH)

K Bailey 7-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Bass 95
Runs: 8 Wins: 3 (GS,G)  £12,753
 Lightly raced over fences, gives the impression there is more to come
3 /635-1 GUY 18

N Twiston-Davies 5-11-12 . . . . . . . Sam Twiston-Davies 98
Runs: 5 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 1 £6,123
 Revelation on chasing debut when bolting up by 13l, more to offer
4 356/1- DANDOLO DU GITE 528 (T)

N Mulholland 7-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brendan Powell 92
Runs: 9 Wins: 3 (S,2G) Places: 3 £12,966
 Jumped for fun when hacking up at Southwell in 2019, unexposed
5 03221- SHE’SASUPERMACK 242

I Jardine 7-11-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2nd preference 94
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 (S,2G) Places: 5 £20,965
 Stamina assured, powered clear at Newcastle in March, unlikely runner
6 2/322- BOLLIN ACE 231 (P)

T Easterby 9-11-11 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jamie Hamilton 89
Runs: 27 Wins: 3 (3S) Places: 16 £46,811
 Consistent, no match for impressive winner at Newcastle, bit to find
7 5-6433 SIANNES STAR 46

B Ellison 7-11-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henry Brooke 93
Runs: 20 Wins: 2 (2G) Places: 3 £18,385
 Jumping did not pass the test at Hexham last month, best watched
8 /7P6-2 MINELLA FOR ME 30 (T;C)

T R George 10-11-7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan Burke 94
Runs: 20 Wins: 4 (2GS,G) Places: 4 £26,691
 Powerful, the hcapper knows all about him, vulnerable off this mark
9 71P51- WELL SMITTEN 228 (P;CD)

S England 8-11-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan England 95
Runs: 20 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) Places: 2 £22,561
 Won as he liked at Wetherby in March, usually better for a run
10 /1231- THOMAS TODD 230 (H,T;D)

L J Morgan 10-11-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Wedge 94
Runs: 18 Wins: 4 (GS,2G) Places: 5 £24,447
 Well regarded, overcame jumping errors when winning at Market Rasen
11 1776-9 ARD CHROS 16

W Coltherd 8-11-2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Coltherd (3) l99
Runs: 13 Wins: 3 (3S) £6,727
 On last winning mark and would love it soft, needed comeback last time
12 12/53- NOBEL LEADER 319

H Evans 10-10-13. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Benjamin Poste 78
Runs: 18 Wins: 4 (S,GS,G) Places: 3 £21,555
 Had wind op since poor runs at this level, should need this after layoff

BETTING: 5-2 Guy, 5 Dandolo Du Gite, 6 Minella For Me, 8 Thomas 
Todd, 10 Hes No Trouble, 12 Bollin Ace, Siannes Star, 14 Noble Leader

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1-3   1
2019: Kapgarry 6-11-4, S Twiston-D 3-1 Fav (N Twiston-D), 9 ran.

2.10   BET365 MARES’ HURDLE (LISTED) (1) value 
to the winner £11,390; 2m (7 runners)
1 11149- DESARAY GIRL 235

M Hammond 5-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 8 Wins: 3 (3S) 
 Won her fair share last year, outclassed in the Mares’ Hurdle, do better
2 240-24 MIDNIGHTS’ GIFT 14 (D)

A King 4-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 7 Wins: 2 (GS,G) 
Travelled well but did not find much for pressure at Market Rasen, bit to find
3 6-1131 MRS HYDE 13 (D)

B Ellison 7-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 10 Wins: 4 (F,GS,2G) 
 Took her form to a new level at Kempton latest, has a lot more to offer
4 511-3 BORN IN BORRIS 22

C Tizzard 6-10-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 4 Wins: 2 (S,G) 
 Lightly raced, not knocked about at Chepstow latest, clear potential
5 /2120- ROSIE AND MILLIE 233 (D)

M Scudamore 7-10-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 11 Wins: 1 (S) 
 Hard as nails, could do with some rain and she’s no forlorn hope, e-w claims
6 51/4-2 VERDANA BLUE 13 (BF,D)

N Henderson 8-10-12. . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 23 Wins: 8 (3GS,5G) 
 Grade 1 winner over timber, lacklustre effort at Kempton, the one to beat
7 31316- WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI 233 (D)

H Fry 6-10-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 9 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) 
 Powerful galloper, not disgraced at the Cheltenham Festival, do better

BETTING: 8-13 Verdana Blue, 9-2 Whitehotchillifili, 10 Mrs Hyde, 12 
Midnights’ Gift, Born In Borris, 16 Desaray Girl, 20 Rosie And Millie

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   1   5   2
2019: Lady Buttons 9-11-4, A Nicol 2-1 (P Kirby), 8 ran.

2.45  BET365 HURDLE WEST YORKSHIRE HURDLE 
(GRADE 2); £19,932; 3m                (9 runners)
1 39F31- LISNAGAR OSCAR 233 (D)

R Curtis 7-11-6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 14 Wins: 4 (2S,GS,G) 
 Shock win in the Stayers’ at Cheltenham, must prove that was not a fluke
2 11-911 CHAPMANSHYPE 45 (T)

J Snowden 6-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 13 Wins: 7 (F,6G) 
 Battled well to defy a big weight at Kelso latest, this demands lots more
3 5111F- COPPERHEAD 234

C Tizzard 6-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 13 Wins: 5 (3S,GS,G) 
 Quality chaser, big target is Ladbroke Trophy, will be better for the run
4 129-41 DECOR IRLANDAIS 70

N C Kelly (Ire) 7-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 23 Wins: 8 (2S,GS,2G) 
 Useful Irish raider, slick win at Killarney in August, must improve again
5 36652- KILDISART 235

B Pauling 8-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 18 Wins: 5 (2S,2GS,G) 
 Useful over fences, will come on plenty for the run, lively outsider
6 11131/ NEXT DESTINATION 920 (D)

P Nicholls 8-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 9 Wins: 6 (2S) 
 Classy for Willie Mullins in 2018, since joined new yard, better for the run
7 261PU/ THE DUTCHMAN 931 (C)

T Davidson 10-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) 
 Loves a slog in the mud, will need run but watch out for him at Haydock
8 0/121- WHOLESTONE 350 (D)

N Twiston-Davies 9-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 26 Wins: 9 (5S,4G) 
 Took well to fences before minor injury ruled him out, check betting
9 /2524- ROKSANA 235

D Skelton 8-10-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Runs: 13 Wins: 4 (3S,G) 
 Smart mare, not short of stamina but best form is over shorter, shortlist

BETTING: 15-8 Roksana, 3 Lisnagar Oscar, 9-2 Next Destination, 8 7 
Wholestone, 8 Decor Irlandais, 12 Copperhead, 14 Chapmanshype

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   FE   2-3   3   4
2019: The Worlds End 8-11-0, A Heskin 7-2 (T R George), 7 ran.

3.20  BET365 CHARLIE HALL CHASE (GRADE 2) (1) 
winner £39,865; 3m                    (10 runners)

12.25 PRICE PROMISE AT BET365 HANDICAP CHASE (Class 4); 
value to the winner £4,549; 3m. (12 runners)

1 36333F- SILVER TASSIE 283 (D) M Hammond 12-12-0 .........................  Billy Garritty (5) 97
2 1F35UP- CESAR ET ROSALIE 245 (P,T;D) N Mulholland 8-11-12 .......... Robbie Dunne 88
3 /P2F1P- CASH TO ASH 277 (P,T) M Walford 7-11-11 ...............................  Jamie Hamilton 90
4 4133P-2 FINANCIAL OUTCOME 23 (T;BF) R Curtis 7-11-11 ..................... Mr P Bryan (7) 96
5 /073P2- AIR NAVIGATOR 240 (P,T) T R George 9-11-10 ...................... Jonathan Burke 95
6 /317-2P VICE ET VERTU 75 (B;D) H Daly 11-11-9 ...................................... Paddy Brennan 96
7 00784/0 TINTERN THEATRE 17 (PH;D) N Twiston-Davies 9-11-9 .. Sam Twiston-Davies 85
8 09-6036 HEAR NO EVIL 18 N C Kelly (Ire) 8-11-7 ............................................. Sean Bowen 92
9 85/822- GRANGE RANGER 249 M Hammond 8-11-7 .......... Emma Smith-Chaston (7) 96
10 /3123-P CHASE THE WIND 36 (T;CD) J Foster 11-11-4 ..............................  Henry Brooke 98
11 2P234-9 STOCKBURN 36 (V;D) A King 7-11-0 .............................................  Adrian Heskin 85
12 /5F4P-5 ABSOLUTELY DYLAN 21 Sue Smith 7-10-6 .......................  Sam Coltherd (3) l99
BETTING: 11-4 Financial Outcome, 15-2 Air Navigator, 8 Tintern Theatre, Cesar Et 
Rosalie, Silver Tassie, Grange Ranger, 10 Cash To Ash, Vice Et Vertu
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4   1   2-PU   1   4
2019: Late Romantic 9-12-0 Paddy Brennan 5-1 (Oliver Greenall), 9 ran.

1.00 BET365 NOVICES’ HURDLE (GBB RACE) (4); value to the 
winner £5,198; 2m 4f. (10 runners)

1 3/217-2 ASHTOWN LAD 17 D Skelton 6-10-12 .............................................  Harry Skelton 72
2 1420-2 BRIEF AMBITION 27 F O’Brien 6-10-12 ....................................... Paddy Brennan 78
3 8 ISIDOR BONHEUR YES 17 (TH) S Conway 6-10-12 ........  Aaron Anderson (7) —
4 F/6311- F/6311- F KEARNEY HILL 245 B Ellison 5-10-12 .............................................  Henry Brooke 97
5 4 MOON KING 27 C Longsdon 4-10-12 ......................................  Jonathan Burke l99
6 66- ONCHAN 255 N Twiston-Davies 5-10-12 ............................  Sam Twiston-Davies 79
7 1/1- PENNYFORAPOUND 391 R Curtis 6-10-12 .................................... Adam Wedge 90
8 66/0- WHO’S THE GUV’NOR 306 (TH) M Hammond 6-10-12 .................. Joe Colliver —
9 6/960-9 CONVIVIAL 9 M Hammond 5-10-5 ....................................  Miss Becky Smith (3) 70
10 2-06 ROBINCOLLETTE 9 P Kirby 6-10-5 ...........................................  Thomas Dowson 72
BETTING: 9-4 Ashtown Lad, 11-4 Brief Ambition, 9-2 Pennyforapound, 5 Kearney Hill
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   2
2019: Redford Road 5-10-12 Sam Twiston-Davies 9-2 (N Twiston-Davies), 14 ran.

3.20 BET365 CHARLIE HALL CHASE (GRADE 2) (1); value to 
the winner £39,865; 3m. (10 runners)

3.55 BET365 HANDICAP HURDLE (3); value to the winner 
£6,498; 2m 4f. (20 runners)

AYR CARD
TEMPLEGATE    TOM PEPPER

12.32 .................... Five Bar Brian
1.07 ....................... Cavalry Scout
1.42 .................. Up Helly Aa King
2.17 .....................................Milvale
2.52 .................................. Flowery
3.27 ................Mcgowan’s Pass
4.02 ................Thunder In Milan

12.32 .................... Five Bar Brian
1.07 ....................... Cavalry Scout
1.42 .................. Up Helly Aa King
2.17 ...................Highland Hunter
2.52 .................Drumconnor Lad
3.27 ............................Goobinator
4.02 .......................... Flammarion

GOING: SOFT TO HEAVY

FORM

12.32 WEDDINGS AT WESTERN HOUSE HOTEL MAIDEN 
HURDLE (Class 4); winner £3,769; 2m.     (6 runners)

1.07 AUTUMN BREAKS AT WESTERN HOUSE HOTEL HCAP 
CHASE (4); £4,289; 2m 4f 110yds.            (6 runners)

1.42 JIM BEAUMONT’S CHALLENGE AT GOFUNDME.COM 
HCAP CHASE (3); £7,018; 2m 4f 110yds.  (9 runners)

2.17 AYR RACECOURSE SUNDAY MARKET HCAP HURDLE 
(3); value to the winner £5,913; 3m.      (11 runners)

2.52 JOIN RACING TV NOW HANDICAP CHASE (3); value to 
the winner £7,018; 2m 110yds.                 (8 runners)

3.27 TENNENT’S CUP SCOTTISH CHAMPION HURDLE TRIAL 
HANDICAP HURDLE (2); £10,007; 2m.      (7 runners)

FORM

4.02 AYRSHIRE CANCER SUPPORT ‘NEWCOMERS’ OPEN 
NH FLAT RACE (5); winner £2,274; 2m.    (5 runners)

ENVOI ALLEN was as good as we hoped
for when cruising clear on his chase
debut at Down Royal. 

He was one of our big guns on the day
and it was a big relief to see him come
home safe and you couldn’t be happier.

We go into today with our confidence high
and I would be hopeful of going close in the
Ladbrokes Champion Chase at Down Royal. 

Delta Work and Presenting Percy are top
class staying chasers and they should take
the beating here. 

Down Royal 12:40: Quilixios should do well
for us and I’d like to think he will take
beating on what he showed at Punchestown.

Glorious Zoff is a nice juvenile for the
coming months and he should run well too.

Down Royal 1:15: I’m hoping Ballyadam
will make up into a Graded novice this sea-
son. He was useful in bumpers and has
schooled well and looks to be in good shape.

Down Royal 1:50: The Very Man has plenty
of weight, Campeador is out of form and
Recent Revelations is low on confidence. 

Down Royal 14:25: I can’t wait to run Delta
Work who is in great form.
I’m happy with him and I’m

looking forward to getting him
started although he is

a horse who
improves a lot
from his first
run. He was
beaten in this
race last year
but on his
day he is a
top stayer.

We are
extremely

lucky to have
been sent a
horse of Pre-
senting Percy’s
quality. He

may not have won last
season but he was knocking on the door in
some good races. I’d expect a strong showing
from him especially if the rain comes. The
Storyteller has had a good time of things
over the last few months, but he does tend to
struggle at this level. Alpha Des Obeaux is in
good nick and I’m hoping he will win a nice
race for us but he is likely to come up short.
Ravenhill is going to struggle. 

Down Royal 3:00: When he came back to
win at Cheltenham last season Samcro gave
me one of the biggest thrills of my career.
He’s in good form and everyone is happy
with him. He does run well fresh so I’m
hoping he will go close. Battleoverdoyen is in
good shape and seems to be going well at
home so he should represent us well. 

Down Royal 3:35: Cuneo needed the run at
Gowran Park and I’d like to think he could
be competitive in a handicap like this. Para-
noid won a handicap hurdle over shorter at
Galway but he does shape like a stayer so I
think he will cope with this trip.

Down Royal 4:10: Sir Gerhard is working
well and it would be nice to think he might
kick off his career with a win. Bacchus
Lescribaa has a bit to find here.

 who is in great form.
I’m happy with him and I’m

looking forward to getting him
started although he is

a horse who
improves a lot
from his first
run. He was
beaten in this
race last year
but on his
day he is a
top stayer.

We are
extremely

lucky to have
been sent a
horse of 
senting Percy
quality. He

may not have won last
season but he was knocking on the door in
some good races. I’d expect a strong showing
from him especially if the rain comes.
Storyteller has had a good time of things

Delta to 
give rivals 

a Champion
Workout

DELTA BELTA . . . Delta Work is 

favourite for the Ladbrokes 

Champion Chase at Down Royal

ElliottEllioEllioE tt
GORDON

lliott
GRAND NATIONAL

WINNING TRAINER
WINNING TRAINER

in association 
with
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 BIG-RACE EARLY PRICES

WETHERBY LIVE ON ITV4: 1.35, 2.10, 2.45 & 3.20 GOING: GOOD TO SOFT
     TEMPLEGATE     TOM PEPPER

TEMPLEGATE’S TRIO: Dr Sanderson and Capeland (double, both Ascot) 
with Ballyoptic (Wetherby).
TOM PEPPER’S DOUBLE: Falco Blitz (Ascot) and Sam Spinner (Wetherby).
SUNRATINGS’ NAP: FLAMINGER (1.55 Ascot).
SIRIUS, Sun On Sunday, nap: MYSTERY ANGEL (2.05 Newmarket).

12.25 ............... Cesar Et Rosalie
1.00 .....................Brief Ambition
1.35 .................... Hes No Trouble
2.10 ................................ Mrs Hyde
2.45 ................Next Destination
3.20.............................. Ballyoptic
3.55 ................................ War Lord

12.25 ......................Air Navigator
1.00 ........................ Ashtown Lad
1.35 ............................................ Guy
2.10 .........................Verdana Blue
2.45 ....................Lisnagar Oscar
3.20................Sam Spinner (nb)
3.55 ........................... Arrivederci

HOT ‘N NOT TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

SCOOP6

TRACKFAX . . . 

EACH-WAY
THIEF

HAVE an each-way double on a couple of 
classy contests at Wetherby. KILDISART 
(2.45) was second over fences at the 
Cheltenham Festival and has some 
quality. Pair him with AYE RIGHT (3.20), who 
will love this longer trip after staying on into 
second at Kelso on comeback last time out.

EACH-WAY THIEF

FORM

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

1.35

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
should be more than good enough to win this should be more than good enough to win this 

but that was the case at Kempton 13 days ago when she 
was beaten as an odds-on shot. Maybe she was still feeling 
the effects of finishing third in the Ebor on the Flat and 
she would probably want the ground a bit quicker ideally. 

She may well get the job done but at the prices 
I’ll take her on with MRS HYDE. Brian Ellison’s 

mare looked a decent prospect when win-
ning a minor contest at Perth in August but 
left that form behind when taking a Listed 
contest in style at Kempton with plenty left 
in the tank. That was just her fourth spin 

over timber and there’s a lot more to come. 
 has put in two good efforts since 

switching from the Flat with her second at Bangor over 
this trip looking decent. This is a hike in class but she’s 

Whitehotchillifili was a good sixth 
at the Cheltenham Festival last time. She would love more 
rain as heavy ground is ideal and would make her a major 

 needed the run when third at Chep-
stow on just her second start and is respected.

2.10

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
NEXT DESTINATIONNEXT DESTINATION hasn’t run for almost three years but 
Paul Nicholls wouldn’t throw him into a Grade 2 if he 
couldn’t do himself justice. He was with Willie Mullins 
before his break and was third in the Ballymore at Chel-
tenham before taking a Punchestown Grade 1. That’s an 

impressive CV.  Lisnagar Oscar was a shock 50-1 
winner of the Stayers’ Hurdle in March when 

testing ground suited. He is clearly blessed 
with enough stamina for this trip and rain 
would boost his chances. It’s interesting 
to see Wholestone back over hurdles after 
showing promise as a chaser last year. He 

was fifth in the 2019 Stayers’ Hurdle so has 
plenty of ability in this sphere. Similar comments 

apply to Copperhead, who took a heavy fall in the RSA 
Chase at Cheltenham. This may be a confidence-booster 
but he has decent hurdles form and could run into the 
frame. Chapmanshype has been mopping up handicaps 
over shorter and has questions to answer at this level over 
a longer trip. Roksana has achieved more but she’s anoth-
er who could lack stamina when the taps are turned on.er who could lack stamina when the taps are turned on.

2.45

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
CyrnameCyrname is the classiest horse in this contest but his best  is the classiest horse in this contest but his best 
efforts have come over half a mile shorter at Ascot where 
he’s a proven Grade 1 performer. He didn’t stay this far 
in the King George at Kempton on Boxing Day and he 
was feeling the effects of that when taking a heavy fall 
at his beloved Ascot in February. Paul Nicholls will have 

him spot on for today but, at the prices, there are 
a couple of big question marks. Nigel Twis-

ton-Davies loves this race and can repeat 
last year’s win with BALLYOPTIC. He had 
almost four lengths in hand 12 months ago 
when the testing ground suited well. He fin-
ished his season with a bloodless success in 

a good Ascot handicap and was being read-
ied for the Grand National before the pandem-

ic hit. Vinndication looks a danger if repeating the form of 
his fourth in the Ultima at the Cheltenham Festival. He 
won the Sodexo at Ascot last season and it’s telling that 
he heads here today instead of defending that crown. He 
stays well and only needs to brush up his jumping a little 
to be top-class. Sam Spinner has taken well to fences and 
has won twice around here. He has made mistakes so far 
but is gaining experience and has the engine for this trip. 
La Bague Au Roi made a costly error on comeback at Perth 
but has held her own at Graded level and has place claims.but has held her own at Graded level and has place claims.

3.20

TRENDS

3.20 Wetherby
Charlie Hall Chase

FORM
outpaced run-in, 3rd of 9 (btn 41/2l) to 
Wild Romance (10-12) (Chepstow 2m 
3f nov hdle (4) £3,769 good).

WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI (11-2) 25-1 mid-
division, headway 2 out, stayed 
on same pace, 6th of 22 (17l) to 
Concert ista (11 -2)  ROSIE AND 
MILLIE (11-2) 50-1 weakened last, 16th 
(40l) MIDNIGHTS’ GIFT (10-13) 80-1 
weakened, 20th (22 ran) (Cheltenham 
2m 1f nov hdle Grd 2 (1) £50,643 soft).

VERDANA BLUE (10-7) 1-2 fav tracked 
leaders, kept on to go 2nd towards 
finish, no threat to winner, btn 61/2l by 
Silver Streak (11-4) (6 ran) (Kempton 
2m Listed hdle (1) £18,224 good).

FORM
LISNAGAR OSCAR (11-10) 50-1 mid-

division, headway 7th, led off home 
bend, stayed on well flat, bt Ronald 
Pump (11-10) 2l (15 ran) (Cheltenham 
3m hdle Grd 1 (1) £182,878 soft).

CHAPMANSHYPE (11-12) 4-1 prominent, 
led 3 out, hard pressed next, holding 
2nd flat, stayed on gamely, bt Weather 
Front (10-10) 3/3/3

4l (11 ran) (Kelso 2m 5f 
hcap hdle (2) £9,747 good).

COPPERHEAD fell latest, (11-0) 6-1 
tracked leaders, led going well 2 
out, soon clear, stayed on strongly, 
easily, bt Two For Gold (11-5) 17l (6 ran) 
(Ascot 3m nov ch Grd 2 £22,780 soft).

DECOR IRLANDAIS  (11-5) 11-4 fav 
waited with, mistake 4 out, led 2 out, 
pressed run-in, stayed on well under 
pressure, bt William of Wykeham (10-
3) 3/3/3

4l (10 ran) (Killarney 2m 7f hcap 
hdle €12,600 good to yielding).

KILDISART (11-3) 10-1 tracked leaders, 
driven 3 out, chance last, stayed on 
to press winner finish, held, nk by The 

Conditional (10-6) (23 ran) (Chelten-
ham 3m 1f hcap ch Grd 3 £61,897 soft).

NEXT DESTINATION (11-10) 5-4 fav 
chased leaders, closed and mistake 
2 out, gained narrow lead run-in and 
stayed on well, bt Delta Work (11-9) 
nk (11 ran) (Punchestown 3m nov hdle 
Grd 1 (1) €61,610 good to yielding).

THE DUTCHMAN u/rider latest, (10-6) 
13-2 led 4th, headed 10th, led 14th, 
kept on strongly from last, bt Captain 
Redbeard (10-10) 13l (13 ran) (Haydock 
31/4m hcap ch Grd 2 (1) £42,712 heavy).

WHOLESTONE (11-5) 13-8 fav tracked 
leaders, poised to challenge 3 out, 
challenged between front pair turning 
in, soon led, idled flat, kept on, bt 
Rockpoint (11-0) 13/3/3

4l (7 ran) (Chelten-
ham 3m nov ch (2) £15,640 soft).

ROKSANA  (11-5) 12-1 held up mid-
division, outpaced turning in, soon 
ridden, never on terms, 4th of 9 (btn 
12l) to Honeysuckle (11-5) (Cheltenham 
21/2m hdle Grd 1 (1) £67,524 soft).

FORM
BALLYOPTIC (11-10) 8-1 led 4th, made 

rest, clear 2 out, stayed on strongly, bt 
Valtor (11-3) 8l (8 ran) (Ascot 3m Listed 
hcap ch (1) £42,712 good to soft).

CYRNAME fell latest, (11-10) 5-4 fav led 
5th, headed 2 out, soon no chance 
with winner, finished tired, 21l by Clan 
Des Obeaux (11-10) (5 ran) (Kempton 
3m ch Grd 1 (1) £142,375 soft).

DEFINITLY RED (11-4) evens fav tracked 
leader, driven to lead after 2 out, 
forged clear, tired near finish, bt Kauto 
Riko (10-12) 14l SAINT XAVIER (11-2) 
9-2 tracked front pair, outpaced last, 
tailed off, 3rd (well btn) (5 ran) (Kelso 
2m 7f Listed ch (1) £28,475 heavy).

VINNDICATION (11-12) 11-2 jt fav always 
prominent, led 2 out, headed flat, no 
extra finish, 4th of 23 (btn 23/3/3

4l) to The 
Conditional (10-6) (Cheltenham 3m 1f 
hcap ch Grd 3 (1) £61,897 soft).

SAM SPINNER (11-1) 6-5 tracked leading 
pair,  led 7th, blundered almost 
unseated rider who lost irons briefly 
and great recovery 13th, went clear 
3 out, easily, bt Windsor Avenue (11-

1) 38l AYE RIGHT (11-1) 11-1 led 4th 
until 7th, chased winner, not much 
room on inside when blundered and 
unseated rider 13th, (3 ran) (Doncaster 
3m nov ch Grd 2 (1) £22,780 soft).

AYE RIGHT (11-1) 7-2 chased leaders 4 
out, ridden 3 out, stayed on last, btn 
11/2l by Nuts Well (11-4) (6 ran) (Kelso 
2m 1f hcap ch (2) £15,640 good).

KEEPER HILL (11-12) 11-2 chased leader, 
ridden before 3 out, lost 2nd before 
next, one pace, 3rd of 7 (btn 81/2l) to 
Highland Hunter (10-7) (Musselburgh 
31/4m hcap hdle (2) £12,512 soft).

MISTER WHITAKER (11-7) 22-1 hit 1st, in 
touch, kept on under pressure flat, not 
reach front pair, 3rd of 23 (btn 3l) to 
Simply The Betts (11-4) LA BAGUE AU 
ROI (11-4) 16-1 blundered badly and 
unseated rider 10th, (Cheltenham 2m 
5f hcap ch Grd 3 (1) £61,897 soft).

SAINT XAVIER p/up latest, LA BAGUE 
AU ROI (11-12) 2-1 jt fav led, pushed 
along 2 out, weakened run-in, 4th of 8 
(btn 20l) to Amalfi Doug (10-6) (Perth 
3m hcap ch (2) £11,710 good).

FORM
GARRETTSTOWN p/up latest, (11-0) 7-1 

held up, mistake 4th, pushed along 4 
out, weakened 2 out, 4th of 5 (btn 11l) 
to Good Boy Bobby (11-0) (Wetherby 
1m 7f nov chs (4) £4,938 soft).

SAKHEE’S CITY p/up latest, (11-10) 12-1 
held up, headway 4 out, 2nd 2 out, 
not pace of winner, 8l by West To The 
Bridge (10-7) SAM’S GUNNER (11-12) 
50-1 tailed off, 7th (12 ran) (Wetherby 
21/2m hcap hdle (3) £6,238 soft).

LOOK MY WAY  (11-6) 8-1 tracked 
leaders, hampered 3rd, lost place 
after 2 out, no threat, 8th of 22 (14l) to 
Veneer Of Charm (11-0) (Cheltenham 
2m hcap hdle Grd 3 (1) £45,560 soft).

THE SOME DANCE KID (11-4) 16-1 
tracked leaders, driven and lost place 
over 2f out, weakened 1f out, last of 
7 (btn 29l) to On The Blind Side (11-4) 
(Newcastle 2m NHF (4) £3,249 slow).

OISTRAKH LE NOIR (11-1) 20-1 mid-
division, ridden and not quicken 
between last 2, no extra run-in, 7th of 
20 (61/4l) to Ballymoy (11-7) (Sandown 
2m nov hcap hdle (2) £61,900 soft).

ARRIVEDERCI  (11-5) 6-4 in touch, 
challenged 2 out, led last, kept on, 
bt Rhosneigr (11-2) 11/4l (16 ran) (Win-
canton 1m 7f mdn hdle (5) £3,249 soft).

BALLYHILL (11-3) 13-2 chased leaders, 
went 2nd 3 out until next, weakened, 
5th of 8 (20l) to Capone (10-10) (Utto-
xeter 21/2m hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good).

WAR LORD (11-4) 25-1 close up, ridden 
2 out, weakened last, 8th of 18 (15l) 
to Mcfabulous (11-9) SHANG TANG
(11-5) 20-1 headway 3 out, weakened, 
16th (39l) (18 ran) (Kempton 2m 5f nov 
hcap hdle (1) £39,389 good to soft).

MELEKHOV (11-3) 5-1 held up, headway MELEKHOV (11-3) 5-1 held up, headway MELEKHOV
3 out, no extra last, 5th of 8 (20l) to 
Lord Of The Island (11-6) (Sandown 
21/2m hcap hdle (3) £6,498 heavy).

GROUP STAGE  (10-13) 18-1  rear, 

reminders 4 out, never on terms, 8th 
of 12 (12l) to Thyme White (11-1) (Chep-
stow 2m hcap hdle (2) £10,397 good).

IMPERIAL KNIGHT (11-1) 10-1 tracked 
leader, shaken up to lead run in, 
ridden and headed finish, btn 2l by 
Silva Eclipse (11-1) (9 ran) (Haydock 3m 
hcap hdle (3) £8,122 heavy).

DO WANNA KNOW (11-8) 1-25 fav made 
all, pushed clear last, bt Wonderful 
Woman (10-9) 43/3/3

4l (2 ran) (Catterick 
2m 3f nov hdle (4) £4,484 heavy).

SAM’S GUNNER (11-5) 16-1 rear, driven 4 
out, weakened next, tailed off, last of 5 
(36l) to The Con Man (11-10) (Ayr 21/2m 
hcap hdle (3) £9,357 soft).

ALWAYS RESOLUTE (10-10) 10-1 chased 
leaders, lost place 3rd, mistake 3 out, 
no extra last, 6th of 12 (btn 73/3/3

4l) to 
Secrete Stream (11-7) (Wetherby 21/2m 
hcap hdle (3) £6,238 soft).

THE PADDY PIE (11-11) 11-4 jumped well, 
made all, clear before 3 out, heavily 
eased run-in, unchallenged, bt Bollin 
Ace (12-3) 13l (8 ran) (Newcastle 21/2m 
hcap ch (4) £4,289 good to soft).

ENFIN PHIL (11-1) 20-1 chased leaders, 
outpaced 2 out, weakened, 9th of 13 
(43l) to Beach Break (11-0) (Sedgefield 
21/2m hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good).

HENRIETTA BELL  (11-5) 10-1 mid-
division, headway when not fluent 3 
out, one pace last, 4th of 13 (btn 12l) 
to Sultans Pride (10-8) (Hexham 2m 7f 
hcap hdle (3) £6,173 good to soft).

CALUM GILHOOLEY (11-6) 11-4 fav mid-CALUM GILHOOLEY (11-6) 11-4 fav mid-CALUM GILHOOLEY
division, mistake 5th, headway 8th, 
unable to challenge, 4th of 14 (33/3/3

4l) to 
Regarding Ruth (11-4) (Warwick 2m 5f 
hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good).

EAGLEHILL (11-12) 3-1 held up, reminder 
5th, went 2nd between last 2, led 
last, stayed on strongly, bt Frankly 
Speaking (11-12) 11/2l (12 ran) (Hereford 
23/3/3

4m hcap hdle (4) £4,094 soft).

1.35   BET365 HANDICAP CHASE (3) value to the 
winner £7,148; 2m 3f  (12 runners)

2.10   BET365 MARES’ HURDLE (LISTED) (1) value 
to the winner £11,390; 2m (7 runners)

DESARAY GIRL 235
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Colliver 90

Places: 1 £19,547
 Won her fair share last year, outclassed in the Mares’ Hurdle, do better

MIDNIGHTS’ GIFT 14 (D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adrian Heskin 88

Places: 2 £27,802
Travelled well but did not find much for pressure at Market Rasen, bit to find

MRS HYDE 13 (D)
B Ellison 7-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daryl Jacob 85

Places: 2 £26,455
 Took her form to a new level at Kempton latest, has a lot more to offer

BORN IN BORRIS 22
C Tizzard 6-10-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Cobden 93

Places: 1 £4,777
 Lightly raced, not knocked about at Chepstow latest, clear potential

ROSIE AND MILLIE 233 (D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brendan Powell 91

Places: 5 £9,605
 Hard as nails, could do with some rain and she’s no forlorn hope, e-w claims

VERDANA BLUE 13 (BF,D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeremiah McGrath l99

Places: 4 £281,808
 Grade 1 winner over timber, lacklustre effort at Kempton, the one to beat

WHITEHOTCHILLIFILI 233 (D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sean Bowen 96

Places: 3 £15,627
 Powerful galloper, not disgraced at the Cheltenham Festival, do better

8-13 Verdana Blue, 9-2 Whitehotchillifili, 10 Mrs Hyde, 12 
Midnights’ Gift, Born In Borris, 16 Desaray Girl, 20 Rosie And Millie

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   1   5   2
2019: Lady Buttons 9-11-4, A Nicol 2-1 (P Kirby), 8 ran.

2.45  BET365 HURDLE WEST YORKSHIRE HURDLE 
(GRADE 2); £19,932; 3m                (9 runners)

LISNAGAR OSCAR 233 (D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Wedge l99

Places: 6 £237,171
 Shock win in the Stayers’ at Cheltenham, must prove that was not a fluke

CHAPMANSHYPE 45 (T)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Twiston-Davies 88

Places: 2 £50,114
 Battled well to defy a big weight at Kelso latest, this demands lots more

COPPERHEAD 234
C Tizzard 6-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adrian Heskin 96

Wins: 5 (3S,GS,G) Places: 1 £60,521
 Quality chaser, big target is Ladbroke Trophy, will be better for the run

DECOR IRLANDAIS 70
N C Kelly (Ire) 7-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sean Bowen 92

Wins: 8 (2S,GS,2G) Places: 4 £42,610
 Useful Irish raider, slick win at Killarney in August, must improve again

KILDISART 235
B Pauling 8-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Jeremiah McGrath 93

Wins: 5 (2S,2GS,G) Places: 6 £168,781
 Useful over fences, will come on plenty for the run, lively outsider

NEXT DESTINATION 920 (D)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Cobden 95

Places: 2 £150,245
 Classy for Willie Mullins in 2018, since joined new yard, better for the run

THE DUTCHMAN 931 (C)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas Dowson 87

Places: 6 £88,704
 Loves a slog in the mud, will need run but watch out for him at Haydock

WHOLESTONE 350 (D)
N Twiston-Davies 9-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Daryl Jacob 98

Places: 10 £278,517
 Took well to fences before minor injury ruled him out, check betting

ROKSANA 235
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Skelton 97

Places: 5 £191,019
 Smart mare, not short of stamina but best form is over shorter, shortlist

15-8 Roksana, 3 Lisnagar Oscar, 9-2 Next Destination, 8 7 
Wholestone, 8 Decor Irlandais, 12 Copperhead, 14 Chapmanshype

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   FE   2-3   3   4
2019: The Worlds End 8-11-0, A Heskin 7-2 (T R George), 7 ran.

3.20  BET365 CHARLIE HALL CHASE (GRADE 2) (1) 
winner £39,865; 3m                    (10 runners)
1 11401- BALLYOPTIC 259 (T;CD)

N Twiston-Davies 10-11-6 . . . . . . . Sam Twiston-Davies 94
Runs: 32 Wins: 10 (7S,GS,G) Places: 4 £344,195
 Relentless galloper, no fluke about his win in this last year, dangerous
2 1/12F- CYRNAME 259 (T;BF)

P Nicholls 8-11-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Harry Cobden l99
Runs: 19 Wins: 7 (3S,2GS,2G) Places: 4 £324,914
 High class over shorter, yet to prove himself over 3m, one to beat if stays
3 54421- DEFINITLY RED 245 (CD)

B Ellison 11-11-4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henry Brooke 92
Runs: 37 Wins: 16 (11S,3GS,G) Places: 9 £455,358
 Powerful galloper, jumps well but only fourth in this last year, best watched
4 35/14- VINNDICATION 235 (T;BF,D)

K Bailey 7-11-4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . David Bass 97
Runs: 10 Wins: 7 (5S,GS,G) Places: 1 £134,182
 Real stayer, all wins have come going right-handed, capable of better
5 8/111- SAM SPINNER 322 (P;CD)

J O’Keeffe 8-11-3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Colliver 95
Runs: 19 Wins: 9 (4S,5GS) Places: 5 £275,445
 Unbeaten over fences as novice, goes well here, should be ready to roll
6 2U15-2 AYE RIGHT 27

H Graham 7-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Callum Bewley 90
Runs: 18 Wins: 7 (3S,F,3G) Places: 5 £70,840
 Shaped with promise when second to classy Nuts Well at Kelso, e-w claims
7 /1P23- KEEPER HILL 272 (D)

W Greatrex 9-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adrian Heskin 82
Runs: 24 Wins: 8 (2S,3GS,3G) Places: 4 £130,055
 Big engine, but jumping over fences has always been a problem, oppose
8 1/5P3- MISTER WHITAKER 233 (P)

M Channon 8-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jonathan Burke 86
Runs: 18 Wins: 5 (2S,GS,2G) Places: 5 £147,872
 Bounced back to from in a hcap at Cheltenham, doubtful stayer
9 7123-P SAINT XAVIER 146 (T)

R Hobson 8-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kielan Woods 76
Runs: 35 Wins: 3 (3GS) Places: 9 £231,921
 Stamina assured but totally out of his depth at this level, easily swerved
10 335U-4 LA BAGUE AU ROI 38 (BF,D)

W Greatrex 9-10-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Adam Wedge 87
Runs: 26 Wins: 14 (2S,6GS,6G) Places: 1 £296,218
 Classy mare, reached her limit last season, pulled up last year, e-w chance

BETTING: 2 Cyrname, 9-4 Vinndication, 6 Sam Spinner, 7 Ballyoptic, 
12 Definitly Red, 16 Aye Right, La Bague Au Roi, 20 Mister Whitaker, 25 
Keeper Hill, 100 Saint Xavier

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   PU   2   PU
2019: Ballyoptic 9-11-0, Sam Twiston-D 11-4 (N Twiston-D), 7 ran.

12.25 PRICE PROMISE AT BET365 HANDICAP CHASE (Class 4); 
value to the winner £4,549; 3m. (12 runners)

1.00 BET365 NOVICES’ HURDLE (GBB RACE) (4); value to the 
winner £5,198; 2m 4f. (10 runners)

WETHERBY 3.20
C H L BF BSB VC SB B 365 PP U

Cyrname 2 2 2 7-4 2 2 2 7-4 2 2 2
Vinndication 3 11-4 3 11-4 11-4 5-2 5-2 3 3 11-4 11-4
Sam Spinner 10-3 9-2 10-3 9-2 9-2 5 5 9-2 10-3 4 9-2
Ballyoptic 13-2 6 13-2 13-2 6 7 6 13-2 13-2 6 13-2
Definitly Red 9 10 9 11 8 11 8 11 9 8 10
La Bague Au Roi 20 16 20 14 16 20 20 14 20 14 16
Mister Whitaker 20 16 20 16 20 20 16 16 20 20 16
Aye Right 22 18 22 22 18 18 16 16 22 16 16
Keeper Hill 20 22 20 18 22 22 20 18 20 20 20
Saint Xavier 66 80 66 100 66 100 66 100 66 66 80

C = Coral, H = William Hill, L = Ladbrokes, BF = Betfred, BSB = Betfair Sportsbook, VC = Bet 
Victor, SB = SkyBet, B = Boylesports, 365 = Bet365, PP = Paddy Power, U = Unibet

WETHERBY 3.20

3.20 BET365 CHARLIE HALL CHASE (GRADE 2) (1); value to 
the winner £39,865; 3m. (10 runners)

3.55 BET365 HANDICAP HURDLE (3); value to the winner 
£6,498; 2m 4f. (20 runners)

1 2/24BP- GARRETTSTOWN 291 O Murphy 7-11-13 ......................................  Harry Skelton 87
2 /2152P- SAKHEE’S CITY 245 (P;CD) P Kirby 9-11-13 ........................ Thomas Dowson l99
3 2128/ LOOK MY WAY F854 J J Quinn 6-11-12 ..............................  Aaron Anderson (7) 95
4 1/5567- THE SOME DANCE KID 253 D McCain 7-11-11 ............................  Henry Brooke 83
5 121237/ OISTRAKH LE NOIR 917 B Pauling 6-11-10 ......................................  Daryl Jacob 97
6 4/3721- ARRIVEDERCI 301 Jonjo O’Neill 5-11-10 .................................... Jonathan Burke 93
7 0/66P-5 BALLYHILL 36 N Twiston-Davies 9-11-9 ............................  Sam Twiston-Davies 85
8 3/2620- SHANG TANG 231 E Lavelle 6-11-8 .................................................. Adam Wedge 93
9 421/25- MELEKHOV 356 P Hobbs 6-11-8 ................................................................  Doubtful 90
10 1420-8 GROUP STAGE 22 A King 4-11-8 ....................................................  Adrian Heskin 97
11 /13418- WAR LORD 231 C Tizzard 5-11-8 ..................................................... Harry Cobden 97
12 P32/U2- IMPERIAL KNIGHT 287 B Pauling 8-11-8 ...........................................  David Bass 96
13 2/1F1- DO WANNA KNOW 249 (TH;D) C Longsdon 6-11-7 ................. Robbie Dunne 95
14 P32/75- SAM’S GUNNER 238 (D) M W Easterby 7-11-7 ........................  Harry Bannister 87
15 612U/6- ALWAYS RESOLUTE F20 (P;CD) I Williams 9-11-7 .............  Liam Harrison (7) 95
16 /73F31- THE PADDY PIE 231 (D) Sue Smith 7-11-3 ............................. Sam Coltherd (3) 94
17 64215-9 ENFIN PHIL 13 M Hammond 6-11-2 ............................................  Billy Garritty (5) 97
18 3-63384 HENRIETTA BELL 21 H Whittington 7-11-1 .............................  Cillin Leonard (7) 96
19 10/2114 CALUM GILHOOLEY 30 (BF) G McPherson 6-11-1 .....................  Kielan Woods 95
20 875921- EAGLEHILL 238 O Murphy 6-10-8 ...............................................  Brendan Powell 98
BETTING: 7 Arrivederci, 8 Do Wanna Know, The Paddy Pie, Imperial Knight, 10 
Garrettstown, Eaglehill, Calum Gilhooley, 12 War Lord
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 5   1   3   2   0
2019: Mr Scrumpy 5-10-12 Joe Colliver 11-2 (J O’Keeffe), 15 ran.

SEE RIGHT FOR BIG-RACE COLOURS, FORM AND VERDICT

AYR CARD

nTIC-TAC: Left-handed flat track of 1m 4f, 9 fences to a circuit and a 210yd run-in. 
nLEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS (2015-2020): N Richards 36-178, Miss L 
Russell 28-251, N Alexander 28-228, I Jardine 14-77. THIS SEASON: M Todhunter 2, 
Mrs R Dobbin 2, M Scudamore 1. nTOP JOCKEYS WITH RIDES (2015-2020): Brian 
Hughes 58-255, Ross Chapman 18-79, Derek Fox 16-176, Lucy Alexander 11-110. 
THIS SEASON: Conor O’Farrell 2, R Mania 1. nLONGEST TRAVELLER: Highland 
Hunter (2.17) & Calva D’Auge (3.27) trained at Ditcheat. Round trip of 806 miles. 
nTRAINERFAX: Miss L Russell won the 1.42 in 2015 and 2018. nFIRST RUN SINCE 
WIND SURGERY: Well Above Par (1.42), Highland Hunter (2.17), Off The Hook (2.17), 
Clan Legend (2.52), Pistol Park (2.52). nLIVE ON RACING TV

TEMPLEGATE    TOM PEPPER
12.32 .................... Five Bar Brian
1.07 ....................... Cavalry Scout
1.42 .................. Up Helly Aa King
2.17 .....................................Milvale
2.52 .................................. Flowery
3.27 ................Mcgowan’s Pass
4.02 ................Thunder In Milan

12.32 .................... Five Bar Brian
1.07 ....................... Cavalry Scout
1.42 .................. Up Helly Aa King
2.17 ...................Highland Hunter
2.52 .................Drumconnor Lad
3.27 ............................Goobinator
4.02 .......................... Flammarion

GOING: SOFT TO HEAVY

FORM
DRUMCONNOR LAD (11-2) 22-1 held 

up, never dangerous, last of 9 (42l) to 
Flashing Glance (11-9) (Market Rasen 
2m 5f hcap hdle (3) £9,747 good).

FLOWERY (11-4) 7-2 made all, bt Bollin FLOWERY (11-4) 7-2 made all, bt Bollin FLOWERY
Ace (10-7) 21/2l (9 ran) (Sedgefield 2m 
5f hcap ch (2) £15,825 heavy).

PROTEK DES FLOS (11-4) 15-2 stayed 
on well to lead finish, bt Looks Like 
Murt (11-0) 1l (8 ran) (Kelso 2m 1f nov 
Limited hcap ch (3) £7,538 heavy).

ZOLFO (11-13) 7-1 led last, kept on, bt 
Bandsman (11-5) hd (8 ran) (Market 
Rasen 2m 3f hcap ch (3) £7,798 soft).

DRUMCONNOR LAD (11-12) 3-1 led 2 

out, driven clear flat, bt Vengeur De 
Guye (10-10) 31/2l ARDERA CROSS
(11-3) 6-1 held when left 4th last, 3rd 
(btn 81/2l) CLAN LEGEND (11-6) 11-4 
fav one pace 2 out, 4th (btn 83/3/3

4l) (6 
ran) (Ayr 2m hcap ch (3) £9,357 soft).

SAINT LEO (11-2) 5-1 hung left, 4th of 
6 to Storm Rising (10-13) (Doncaster 
2m 3f hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good).

PISTOL PARK p/up, (11-7) 7-4 weak-
ened, last of 3 to Raise A Spark (11-11) 
(Ayr 2m hcap ch (3) £13,256 good).

ARDERA CROSS (11-12) 25-1 nearest 
finish, 5th of 12 to Las Tunas (10-11) 
(Carlisle 2m hcap ch (4) £4,289 good).

12.32 WEDDINGS AT WESTERN HOUSE HOTEL MAIDEN 
HURDLE (Class 4); winner £3,769; 2m.     (6 runners)

1 43363 BIG JIM DWYER 16 K Dalgleish 4-11-4 ...................  Peter Coleman (10) l99
2 12- CASTLE RUSHEN 238 (BF,D) N Richards 5-11-4 .................  Brian Hughes —
3 2/10- FIVE BAR BRIAN 234 (D) O Greenall 6-11-4 ...........................  Sean Quinlan —
4 10-5 LET ME ENTERTAIN U 21 (BF) M Scudamore 4-11-4 ........... R Patrick (3) —
5 4231/8- MISTER FLEMINGTON 504 D Bourke 9-11-4 .......................... Jack Quinlan —
6 46-6 NYOUFSEA 27 I Jardine 5-11-4..............................................  Conor O’Farrell 91
BETTING: 6-5 Five Bar Brian, 2 Castle Rushen, 8 Let Me Entertain U, 12 Nyoufsea

1.07 AUTUMN BREAKS AT WESTERN HOUSE HOTEL HCAP 
CHASE (4); £4,289; 2m 4f 110yds.            (6 runners)

1 311544- CALIVIGNY 248 (V;D) N Alexander 11-12-0 .............. Mr Kit Alexander (5) 98
2 113165- MAH MATE BOB 240 (BF) G Bewley 8-11-13 ..........  Jonathan Bewley (3) 85
3 /194-56 BOOK OF INVASIONS 75 (TH) L Russell 5-11-12 ....................... Derek Fox 87
4 2153-14 KATALYSTIC 37 (BF,D) L Russell 9-11-12 ................. Stephen Mulqueen (3) l99
5 9SF4P6- ROXBORO ROAD 228 (P;D) B Haslam 7-11-9 ....................... Jack Quinlan 92
6 P/4221- CAVALRY SCOUT 261 (P,T;D) L J Morgan 7-10-4 .........  Ross Chapman 97
BETTING: 2 Cavalry Scout, 5-2 Katalystic, 5 Mah Mate Bob, 13-2 Book Of Invasions
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   4   1   1
2019: Knockoura 7-11-8 Ross Chapman 11-4 Fav (M Barnes), 8 ran.

1.42 JIM BEAUMONT’S CHALLENGE AT GOFUNDME.COM 
HCAP CHASE (3); £7,018; 2m 4f 110yds.  (9 runners)

1 8/7F51- CALTEX 261 M Scudamore 8-11-12 ........................... Richard Patrick (3) l99
2 517/2-9 POUGNE BOBBI 17 (D) K Dalgleish 9-11-12 .......................... Brian Hughes 97
3 603221- SHE’SASUPERMACK 242 (D) I Jardine 7-11-9 ................  Conor O’Farrell 93
4 /3345-F CHARMIX 37 (D) L Russell 10-11-1 ..........................  Stephen Mulqueen (3) 88
5 /P145P- WELL ABOVE PAR 246 (D) L Russell 8-11-0 ........... Thomas Willmott (5) 85
6 1P2/5F- SOPHIE OLIVIA 353 (D) M Todhunter 8-10-13 ......................  Sean Quinlan 90
7 21/321- UP HELLY AA KING 240 (T;D) N Alexander 9-10-12 ......  G Cockburn (3) 95
8 /24R22- CRAIGANBOY 238 (H,T;C) N Alexander 11-10-12 ............ Lucy Alexander 98
9 B43/81- STRONG ECONOMY 286 (C) I Duncan 8-10-10 ......................... Derek Fox 95
BETTING: 3 Caltex, 7-2 Up Helly Aa King, 11-2 She’sasupermack, 6 Strong Economy
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   4   1   4   PU
2019: Jonniesofa 9-11-11 Craig Nichol 6-1 (Mrs R Dobbin), 6 ran.

2.17 AYR RACECOURSE SUNDAY MARKET HCAP HURDLE 
(3); value to the winner £5,913; 3m.      (11 runners)

1 145/23- PLANET NINE 321 (BF) R Dobbin 8-11-12 .........................  Conor O’Farrell 97
2 135/81- HIGHLAND HUNTER 272 (C) P Nicholls 7-11-11 ......  Lorcan Williams (3) 95
3 65/532- BETTER GETALONG 238 (C) N Richards 9-11-10 .......................  Ryan Day 97
4 314-36U JUSTATENNER 17 (H;CD) T Davidson 9-11-10 .................. Harry Reed (3) 97
5 /15421- LATE ROMANTIC 245 (P,T) O Greenall 10-11-8............................. Doubtful 94
6 1/5165- TAKINGRISKS 230 (P;CD) N Richards 11-11-8 ........ Mr Lyall Hodgins (7) 85
7 15-2111 CHOCOLAT NOIR 57 (D) M Todhunter 7-11-4 ......................  Sean Quinlan 97
8 6/4521- MILVALE 245 A M Thomson 6-11-0 .................................................... R Mania 96
9 /362-53 SKIPTHESCALES 21 (D) S Corbett 8-10-12 .......... Nathan Moscrop (3) l99
10 /345-11 SULTANS PRIDE 21 G Boanas 8-10-10 .................................. Brian Hughes 96
11 /63432- OFF THE HOOK 238 (P,TH;C) N Alexander 8-10-5 ........ Lucy Alexander 98
BETTING: 7-2 Highland Hunter, 5 Chocolat Noir, 11-2 Sultans Pride, 13-2 Milvale, 8 
Better Getalong, 12 Off The Hook, Planet Nine, Takingrisks
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2-PU   1   1
2019: Justatenner 8-11-2 Harry Reed 5-2 Fav (Tristan Davidson), 6 ran.

2.52 JOIN RACING TV NOW HANDICAP CHASE (3); value to 
the winner £7,018; 2m 110yds.                 (8 runners)

1 93112-9 DRUMCONNOR LAD 14 (P,T;CD) A Keatley 10-11-12 .  Kevin Brogan (7) 97
2 11/221- FLOWERY 244 (H) I Jardine 8-11-11......................................  Conor O’Farrell 89
3 03/331- PROTEK DES FLOS 245 (D) B Haslam 8-11-4....................... Jack Quinlan 85
4 851111- ZOLFO 289 (P;D) J Candlish 8-11-2 .........................................  Sean Quinlan 85
5 /51324- CLAN LEGEND 238 (T;BF,D) N Alexander 10-11-1 .......... Lucy Alexander 98
6 F63/44- SAINT LEO 323 (D) L Russell 7-10-8 .............................................. Derek Fox 92
7 213/PP- PISTOL PARK 256 (T;D) B Ellison 9-10-8 .............................. Brian Hughes 83
8 -396785 ARDERA CROSS 16 (P;CD) W Young Jnr 9-10-0 ............ T Willmott (5) l99
BETTING: 5-2 Zolfo, 10-3 Flowery, 4 Protek Des Flos, 9-2 Drumconnor Lad, 7 Clan 
Legend, 12 Saint Leo, 20 Pistol Park, 33 Ardera Cross
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   1   6   2   3
2019: Ardera Cross 8-10-13 Sam Coltherd 22-1 (William Young Jnr), 6 ran.2019: Ardera Cross 8-10-13 Sam Coltherd 22-1 (William Young Jnr), 6 ran.

3.27 TENNENT’S CUP SCOTTISH CHAMPION HURDLE TRIAL 
HANDICAP HURDLE (2); £10,007; 2m.      (7 runners)

1 124115- CALVA D’AUGE 245 (D) P Nicholls 5-11-12 ...............  Lorcan Williams (3) 85
2 6/126P- FAIRE PART SIVOLA 231 (PH;D) L Russell 5-11-5 ................... Derek Fox 85
3 1212-4 GOOBINATOR 22 (D) D McCain 4-11-2 ..............................  Brian Hughes l99
4 48/122- MCGOWAN’S PASS 243 (CD) A M Thomson 9-11-1 ..................... R Mania 98
5 3/313F- SAINT FREULE 286 (H;D) L Russell 7-11-0 .................. Blair Campbell (3) 94
6 21-6576 HASANKEY 22 (P;D) L J Morgan 4-10-6 ........................................  Ryan Day 97
7 41-4127 PAMMI 38 (P) J Goldie 5-10-3 ............................................... Lucy Alexander 87
BETTING: 15-8 Calva D’Auge, 3 Mcgowan’s Pass, 10-3 Goobinator, 8 Faire Part 
Sivola, 10 Saint Freule, 12 Pammi, 20 Hasankey
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: FE   6   3   1   3
2019: Elvis Mail 5-11-2 Lucy Alexander 8-1 (N Alexander), 7 ran.

FORM
CALVA D’AUGE (11-2) 7-2 led 6th, 

headed 2 out, weakened between 
last 2, tailed off, 5th of 7 (btn 36l) to 
Clondaw Caitlin (10-9) (Kelso 21/4m 
nov hdle Grd 2 (1) £28,475 heavy).

FAIRE PART SIVOLA p/up latest, (11-2) 
10-1 held up, went left 4 out, never a 
factor, 6th of 9 (btn 24l) to Highway 
One O Two (11-2) (Kempton 2m nov 
hdle Grd 2 (1) £17,085 good to soft).

GOOBINATOR (10-11) 15-2 outpaced 
between last 2, kept on run-in, 4th 
of 12 (btn 61/4l) to Thyme White (11-
1) HASANKEY (10-4) 40-1 held up, 
headway 3 out, went 2nd briefly 
between last 2, weakened before 

the last, 6th (btn 93/3/3
4l) (Chepstow 2m 

hcap hdle (2) £10,397 good).
MCGOWAN’S PASS (11-2) 7-1 led 5th, 

driven 2 out, headed last, readily 
outpaced by winner flat, btn 61/2l by 
Main Fact (10-7) (9 ran) (Wetherby 2m 
hcap hdle (3) £6,758 heavy).

SAINT FREULE fell latest, (11-5) 11-2 
soon no impression, plugged on in 
modest 3rd after, 3rd of 5 (btn 17l) to 
Chapel Stile (11-7) (Carlisle 2m 5f nov 
hcap ch (3) £8,122 heavy).

PAMMI (11-9) 13-2 mid-division, mistake 
5th, never involved, 7th of 14 (btn 
71/2l) to Celtic Flames (11-4) (Perth 
21/2m hcap hdle (4) £3,769 good).

4.02 AYRSHIRE CANCER SUPPORT ‘NEWCOMERS’ OPEN 
NH FLAT RACE (5); winner £2,274; 2m.    (5 runners)

1 AKENTRICK D McCain 4-11-2 ......................................................... Brian Hughes 
2 DEEP CHARM W Coltherd 6-11-2 .................................. Stephen Mulqueen (3) 
3 FLAMMARION D O’Meara 4-11-2 ....................................................  Sean Quinlan 
4 ROYAL RANK (TH) I Duncan 4-11-2 ..................................................... Derek Fox
5 THUNDER IN MILAN L Russell 4-11-2 ..................................  Blair Campbell (3) 
BETTING: 11-8 Flammarion, 13-8 Thunder In Milan, 4 Akentrick, 16 Deep Charm
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WE’RE YOUR BEST BESTREST OF TODAY’S TV ACTION FavouriteFavourite
NEWMARKET

TEMPLEGATE

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

11.50 .........................Urban Violet
12.20 ....................Copper Queen
12.55 ..............................Side Shot
1.30 ............................ Latent Heat
2.05 ..................... Mystery Angel
2.40 .......................................Freyja
3.15 ......................................Qaysar
3.50..................Masked Identity

11.50 ...............Hopefully Darling
12.20 ......................Secret Haunt
12.55 ................................Mojandil
1.30 ........................Galactic Glow
2.05 ..................... Mystery Angel
2.40 ................................Headman
3.15 ................................. Zakouski
3.50........................King’s Knight

GOING: SOFT

FORM

11.50 PRESTIGE VEHICLES BRITISH EBF FILLIES’ NOVICE 
(DIV 1) (Class 4); 2-y-o; £5,175; 7f. (10 runners)

12.20 PRESTIGE VEHICLES BRITISH EBF FILLIES’ NOVICE 
(DIV 2) (4); 2-y-o; £5,175; 7f. (9 runners)

12.55 BET IN-PLAY AT MANSIONBET NURSERY (4); 2-y-o; 
value to the winner £4,464; 1m 1f. (9 runners)

1.30 MANSIONBET HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR HCAP 
(4); value to the winner £5,208; 1m. (12 runners)

FORM

2.05 BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF MONTROSE FILLIES’ 
STAKES (LISTED); 2-y-o; £17,013; 1m. (10 runners)

3.15 BET AT MANSIONBET BEN MARSHALL STAKES (LISTED) 
(1); value to the winner £15,879; 1m. (8 runners)

3.50 MANSIONBET TRICK OR TREAT HANDICAP (4); value 
to the winner £5,208; 7f. (14 runners)

FORM

2.40 PLAY 3-2-WIN AT MANSIONBET JAMES SEYMOUR 
STAKES (LISTED); £15,879; 1m 2f. (5 runners)

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
CAPELAND clocked a personal best here last season  clocked a personal best here last season 
when winning a similar contest to this by 12 lengths. 
That saw him chucked into the deep end of Grade 1 

company before not going a yard in the 
Grand Annual at Cheltenham. These are 
much calmer waters, he likes the track 
and juice in the ground suits. Molineux
looks overpriced judged on his solid 
second at Wincanton last time out in 
February. He’s off the same mark and 

should be thereabouts. Ibleo is progress-
ing nicely with two wins and a second 

from his three chase outings. He went close in a de-
cent contest at Huntingdon latest and looks capable 
of better. Amoola Gold came back from a break to win 
at Wetherby and a 5lb rise looks fair. He has fitness 
on his side as does Flaminger who got the better of Lit-
tle Light at Fontwell and would love a bit more rain. 
Caid Du Lin was fourth in this 12 months ago from the 
same mark and could improve a place on that for 
in-form trainer Richard Newland.

1.55

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
DR SANDERSONDR SANDERSON can put his chasing experience to good  can put his chasing experience to good 
use for in-form Paul Nicholls. He came back from a 
break to win in style at Plumpton 12 days ago and can 

cope with this hotter company. This trip suits 
and he looks ahead of the handicapper 

even after a 7lb rise. Falco Blitz was a gutsy 
winner over timber on his last run here 
and followed up with a decent fifth in 
a hot Kempton contest. Nicky Hender-
son pitches him into a tough race for his 

chase debut so he must be showing plenty 
at home. Dorking Boy was just a length off the Dorking Boy was just a length off the Dorking Boy

pace on his first spin over fences at Exeter and should 
improve from a fair mark. Sully D’Oc AA runs in the Sully D’Oc AA runs in the Sully D’Oc AA
same JP McManus colours as the top and should enjoy 
this shorter trip after not getting home at Cheltenham 
when last seen. Trincomlee showed promise at Warwick 
and could nick a place.and could nick a place.

1.20

GOOD TO 
SOFT

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

TRAINERS with best record 
in last 14 days: D McCain 8 
winners from 31 runners; P 
Nicholls 14 from 5; D Skelton 11 
from 50; Dr R Newland 4 from 
20; N Henderson 6 from 30; A 
King 7 from 43.
JOCKEYS with best record in 
last 14 days: N De Boinville 6 
wins from 21 rides; T Gillard 3 
from 13; C Hammond 3 from 14; 
C Deutsch 3 from 15.
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win: A 
Carson 69; A Stronge 43
JOCKEYS who have had the 
most rides since last win: J 
Best 95; T Queally 37.

RUNNERS HAVING FIRST RACE 
FOR A NEW YARD: 12.15 No 
No Maestro O Sherwood to F 
O’Brien; 2.32 Aronius C Von 
Der Recke (Ger) to D Skelton;
Frero BanbouGab Leenders 
(Fr) to V Williams; 3.40 Blaklion
N Twiston-Davies to D Skelton.
RACEFAX: N Henderson won 
the 2.32 in 2012, 2015 and 2016. P 
Nicholls won the 1.55 in 2014 and 
2019. V Williams won the 1.55 in 
2013 and 2015.
LONGEST TRAVELLERS: 
Caius Marcius (3.05) trained by 
N Richards, Greystoke, round 
trip of 576 miles; Dear Sire
(3.05) trained by D McCain, 
Cholmondeley, round trip of 334 
miles; Duhallow Lad (12.47), A 
Jones, Timberscombe, round 
trip 312 miles.trip 312 miles.

MONEY TALKS: Fearless (2.32) 
opened 11-10, second at 4-5f; 
Flaminger (1.55) opened 9-4, 
won at 13-8f; Django Django
(3.40) opened 10-11, unplaced 
at 8-11f; Striking A Pose (2.32) 
opened 4-1, third at 3-1f.
TOP EARNERS: 3.40 Might 
Bite  £605,936; 3.40 Valtor
£412,521; 3.40 Blaklion £410,629; 
3.40 Black Corton £385,027; 
3.40 Regal Encore £311,154; 3.40 
Walk In The Mill £303,057.

SEVEN-DAY WINNERS: None.
FIRST TIME BLINKER: None.
VISORED FIRST TIME: None.
FIRST RUN SINCE WIND 
SURGERY: Sully D’Oc Aa (1.20), 
Aronius (2.32), Black Corton 
(3.40), Regal Encore (3.40)
WEIGHTWATCHER: None.
JOB JOCKEY: N De Boinville 
rides Falco Blitz (1.20), Captain 
Morgs (2.32), Countister (3.05), 
Might Bite (3.40), Arturus (4.17) 
for N Henderson, 328 from 1044, 
31%. B Frost rides Capeland 
(1.55), Malaya (3.05), Black 
Corton (3.40) for P Nicholls, 64 
from 230, 28%. 

2015-2020 N Henderson 32-165, 
P Nicholls 32-192, A King 18-114, 
P Hobbs 12-91, N Twiston-Davies 
9-70, G L Moore 9-121, C Tizzard 
8-75, Dr R Newland 7-34.

2015-2020 N De Boinville 18-74, 
A Coleman 11-70, R Johnson 
8-83, T Scudamore 7-53, B Frost 
4-28, J Best 3-25.4-28, J Best 3-25.

12.15 .......... Sometimes Always
12.47 .................Scene Not Herd
1.20 ............... FALCO BLITZ (nap)
1.55 .......................................... Ibleo
2.32 ..................... Captain Morgs
3.05....................Kid Commando
3.40 ..............................Whatmore
4.17 .......................Off The Planet

TIC-TAC: R-H triangular track of 
1m 6f, 10 stiff fences to a circuit, 
uphill finish and 240yd run-in.
FAVOURITES: (2015-2020): 265 
have won out of 879 races (30%). 
At the previous corresponding 
meetings, 52 have won out of 
163 races (32%). 
LIVE ON SKYSPORTSRACING

FORM
DR SANDERSON (11-8) 5-2 led 2 out, 

went clear last, easily, bt Enrichissant 
(11-2) 81/2l (5 ran) (Plumpton 21/2m nov 
Limited hcap ch (3) £7,018 good).

FALCO BLITZ (11-9) 10-1 headway 2 
out, kept on, 5th of 18 (btn 9l) to 
Mcfabulous (11-9) REPUBLICAN (11-
1) 40-1 ridden 2 out, one pace, 6th 
(btn 13l) (Kempton 2m 5f nov hcap 
hdle (1) £39,389 good to soft).

SMARTY WILD (11-5) 16-1 close up, one 
pace 2 out, 6th of 20 (btn 63/3/3

4l) to Our 
Power (11-3) (Kempton 2m 5f hcap 
hdle (2) £21,896 good to soft).

TRINCOMALEE (11-4) 11-2 rear, every 
chance, one pace, 3rd of 4 (btn 20l) 
to Getaway Trump (11-4) (Warwick 
2m beg ch (4) £4,289 good).

DORKING BOY (11-2) 11-4 led 2 out, 

headed last, held finish, btn 1l by 
Zoffee (10-7) (3 ran) (Exeter 2m 1f beg 
ch (3) £9,162 good to firm).

SULLY D’OC AA (10-6) 10-1 headway 3 SULLY D’OC AA (10-6) 10-1 headway 3 SULLY D’OC AA
out, one pace, 6th of 12 (btn 25l) to 
Simply The Betts (11-5) (Cheltenham 
2m 5f nov hcap ch (2) £17,204 soft).

COPPER COIN (11-0) 9-2 led 7th until 
headed 2 out, 3rd of 17 (btn 51/4l) to 
Minella Encore (10-7) (Uttoxeter 21/2m 
mdn hdle (4) £3,769 good).

EDITEUR DU GITE (11-2) 66-1 tailed off 
4 out, never a factor, last of 6 (btn 
28l) to Global Citizen (11-2) (Kempton 
2m nov ch Grd 2 (1) £22,780 soft).

SUBCONTINENT  (11-11)  4-1 rear, 
mistakes, headway 10th, held, 5th of 7 
(btn 15l) to Go Steady (11-0) (Hereford 
2m 5f nov hcap ch (4) £4,809 soft).

FORM
CAPELAND  (11-10) 25-1 mistakes, 

behind, 14th of 18 (btn 32l) to Chosen 
Mate (11-4) (Cheltenham 2m hcap ch 
Grd 3 (1) £61,897 good to soft).

CAPELAND  (11-0) 7-4 fav tracked 
leaders, pushed along 4 out, one 
pace, 4th of 5 (btn 63/3/3

4l) to Bun Doran 
(11-0) CAID DU LIN (11-0) 14-1 led until 
3rd, tailed off, last (btn 35l) (Kempton 
2m ch Grd 2 £56,950 soft).

AZZURI (10-3) 80-1 midfield, ridden 4 
out, weakened 3 out, 11th of 13 (well 
btn) to Rouge Vif (11-7) (Cheltenham 
2m hcap ch (2) £30,029 good).

AMOOLA GOLD (11-2) 4-1 held up in 
rear, smooth progress 4 out, tracked 
leaders 3 out, jumped to front last, 
always doing enough, bt Havana 
Hermano (11-1) 1l (11 ran) (Wetherby 

1m 7f hcap ch (3) £7,018 good to soft).
IBLEO (12-4) 3-1 fav chased leaders 

went 2nd 3 out, challenged and in 
narrow lead when hit 2 out, ridden 
last, headed run-in, btn 43/4l by 
Canelo (11-12) (9 ran) (Huntingdon 
21/2m hcap ch (3) £16,245 heavy).

MOLINEAUX (11-6) 9-4 co fav led, 
strongly challenged 3 out, headed 
last, kept on, btn 21/4l by Admiral’s 
Secret (11-8) (4 ran) (Wincanton 21/2m 
hcap ch (3) £7,798 soft).

FLAMINGER (11-2) 13-8 fav led, ridden 
3 out, joined run in, battled back well 
to assert close home, bt Dustin Des 
Mottes (11-12) 1l LITTLE LIGHT (11-7) 
7-2 mid-division, closer 4 out, ridden 
3 out, 3rd (btn 13l) (5 ran) (Fontwell 
21/4m hcap ch (3) £6,836 soft).

12.15 TOTE.CO.UK CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICES’ HCAP 
HURDLE (DIV 1) (4); £5,198; 2m 3f. (11 runners)

1 /63622- ELECTRON BLEU 247 T Vaughan 6-12-2 ....................  Charlie Price (3) l99
2 431-324 ASK HENRY 42 (TH) G McPherson 7-11-12 .................... Max Kendrick (3) 97
3 43 PIANISSIMO 27 (B) A Carson 4-11-11 ...........................  Graham Carson (7) 85
4 544- SOMETIMES ALWAYS 307 I Williams 5-11-10 ..........................  Jack Tudor 96
5 65F37-2 XCITATIONS 15 Mrs P Sly 5-11-9 ............................................... Paul O’Brien 97
6 2P47-3 LE GRAND FROMAGE 31 (T) Tom Lacey 5-11-9 ............. Jason Dixon (6) 98
7 2468- NO NO MAESTRO 279 F O’Brien 5-11-8 ......................... Connor Brace (3) 91
8 /124-15 COLLEGE OAK 33 J Snowden 5-11-7 ................................... Page Fuller (3) 97
9 20-3391 CALVINIST F11 Kevin Frost 7-11-5 ..................................................... Doubtful 97
10 1243-3 NORTHERN POET 23 N Gifford 5-11-2 .............................. Tabitha Worsley 95
11 3/PF- TOWARDS THE DAWN 255 B Pauling 6-10-13 ..............  Luca Morgan (6) 76
BETTING: 5 Pianissimo, 11-2 Northern Poet, 13-2 Sometimes Always, Electron Bleu, 
8 Le Grand Fromage, 10 Xcitations, No No Maestro, Ask Henry
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1
2019: Mason Jar 5-11-3 Cillin Leonard 11-4 Fav (Dr R Newland), 13 ran.

12.47 TOTE.CO.UK CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICES’ HCAP 
HURDLE (DIV 2) (4); £5,198; 2m 3f. (11 runners)

1 4453- KNOWN 290 N Henderson 6-11-12 ..................................... Alfie Jordan (10) 91
2 204P-F1 STRAW FAN JACK 18 S Lewis 5-11-11 .................................. Sean Houlihan 89
3 642- RIGGS 248 D Skelton 5-11-9..........................................  William Marshall (8) 95
4 P/P/P 13-41 SCENE NOT HERD 21 C Longsdon 5-11-9 ......................  Tom Buckley (6) 94
5 /2126-7 CELTIC JOY 23 Emma Lavelle 7-11-8 ............................  Lee Cosgrove (10) 88
6 24-3 SIR CANFORD 24 (P) Ali Stronge 4-11-8 ....................................  Jack Tudor 98
7 /511-32 FIFTY BALL 28 G L Moore 5-11-6 ...................................... Niall Houlihan (6) 85
8 33/434- FAZAYTE 228 T Symonds 5-11-5 ................................................  Jason Nixon 97
9 54/415- DUHALLOW LAD 329 A Jones 8-11-2 ....................................  Connor Brace 95
10 03/893- SILVER NICKEL 248 J W Mullins 6-11-0..........................  Daniel Sansom l99
11 40/5-74 WHOOPSEY 23 H Daly 5-10-8 ..............................................  Ben Godfrey (3) 87
BETTING: 7-2 Known, 5 Scene Not Herd, Riggs, 6 Fifty Ball, 10 Sir Canford, Straw 
Fan Jack, Fazayte, 12 Celtic Joy
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED and 2019: See Division 1.

2.32 FEVER-TREE NOVICES’ HURDLE (3); value to the 
winner £7,798; 2m. (10 runners)

1 5/3U1-2 FEARLESS 29 (BF) Olly Murphy 5-11-4 ..............................  Aidan Coleman 98
2 3- ADDIS ABABA 266 J Farrelly 5-10-12 ...................... Mitchell Bastyan (5) l99
3 P/P/P 125- ANNUAL INVICTUS 279 C Gordon 5-10-12.................... Richard Johnson 95
4 ARONIUS F881 D Skelton 5-10-12 ....................................... Bridget Andrews —
5 2 CAPTAIN MORGS 30 (BF) N Henderson 4-10-12 ......... Nico De Boinville 84
6 2471/ FRERO BANBOU 569 V Williams 5-10-12 ..........................  Charlie Deutsch —
7 7- GRISBI DE BERCE 252 A King 4-10-12 .....................................  Tom Cannon —
8 PROTECTED GUEST F31 G Margarson 5-10-12 ..................... Tom Queally —
9 63- SOPRAN THOR 237 G L Moore 5-10-12 ...............................  Joshua Moore 83
10 1-3 STRIKING A POSE 20 (BF) C Tizzard 4-10-12 ................ Tom Scudamore 94
BETTING: 10-3 Fearless, 7-2 Addis Ababa, 4 Captain Morgs, 7 Aronius, 8 Striking 
A Pose, 10 Frero Banbou, 14 Grisbi De Berce, 16 Annual Invictus, Protected Guest 
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   2   2   2   1
2019: Ecco 4-11-4 B Frost 11-10 Fav (P Nicholls), 8 ran.

1.20 ASCOT UNDERWRITING NOVICES’ HCAP 
CHASE (3); £9,747; 2m 3f       (10 runners)
1 P525-1 DR SANDERSON 12

P Nicholls 6-11-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aidan Coleman 98
Runs: 11 Wins: 5 (2GS,3G) Places: 1 £30,511
 Well regarded, powered clear at Plumpton, strongly fancied
2 12415- FALCO BLITZ 231

N Henderson 6-11-1 . . . . . . . . . . . .Nico De Boinville 97
Runs: 10 Wins: 2 (S,G) Places: 5 £23,426
 Talented, potentially well treated over fences, very interesting
3 01446- SMARTY WILD 231

P Hobbs 6-11-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Johnson 83
Runs: 11 Wins: 4 (S,3GS) Places: 1 £27,229
 Useful, given too much to do when last seen at Kempton, e-w claims
4 3214-3 TRINCOMALEE 30

L Wadham 7-10-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryony Frost 91
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (GS,G) Places: 4 £12,688
 Useful over timber, not knocked about on chasing debut at Warwick
5 1149-2 DORKING BOY 11 (H,T)

T Lacey 6-10-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Stan Sheppard 96
Runs: 12 Wins: 3 (2S,GS) Places: 1 £26,375
 Raced freely but he did jump well at Exeter, consistent, top contender
6 /6256- SULLY D’OC AA 280 (TH)

A Honeyball 6-10-8 . . . . . . . . . . . Richie McLernon 97
Runs: 12 Wins: 4 (2G) Places: 3 £65,133
 Well beaten sixth last year, 6lb better off this time but best watched
7 F/49-3 COPPER COIN 52

M Scudamore 7-10-7. . . . . . . . . . . Tom Scudamore 85
Runs: 7  Places: 2 £2,414
 Size to make a chaser, encouraging run at Uttoxeter, will be racing fit
8 83126- REPUBLICAN 231

O Sherwood 5-10-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Cannon 88
Runs: 7 Wins: 1 (S) Places: 2 £8,502
 Talented, looks all over a chaser, very interesting if he’s ready to roll
9 21/P6- EDITEUR DU GITE 309

G L Moore 6-10-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joshua Moore 84
Runs: 4 Wins: 1 Places: 1 £25,624
 Highly tried to so far, expected to go well over fences, check betting
10 6/414- SUBCONTINENT 238

V Williams 8-10-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Deutsch l99
Runs: 18 Wins: 2 (S,G) Places: 4 £22,473
 Tough, scope to do well over fences but he can be too brave

BETTING: 3 Dr Sanderson, 4 Dorking Boy, 5 Falco Blitz, 7 Sully 
D’Oc Aa, 10 Smarty Wild, Trincomalee, Republican, 12 Subcontinent

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   PU   3   1   1
2019: Doctor Dex 6-10-8, J Burke 9-2 Fav (T R George), 10 ran.

1.55 TOTE.CO.UK HANDICAP CHASE (LISTED) 
(1) winner £14,238; 2m 1f       (8 runners)
1 D1450- CAPELAND 232 (T;CD)

P Nicholls 8-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryony Frost 98
Runs: 25 Wins: 7 (F,4S,2G) Places: 7 £181,077
 Class act, 7lb higher than when hacking up here last year, go close
2 4P15U- CAID DU LIN 273 (P,T;CD)

Dr R Newland 8-11-8 . . . . . . Charlie Hammond (3) 87
Runs: 31 Wins: 5 (S,2GS,2G) Places: 8 £159,651
 Strong traveller, always competitive at this level, better for the run
3 P-2350 AZZURI 8 (T;D)

D Skelton 8-10-10 . . . . . . . . . . . William Marshall (7) 92
Runs: 30 Wins: 7 (S,6G) Places: 6 £106,363
 Dropping in the weights but not the horse he once was, hard to fancy
4 3725-1 AMOOLA GOLD 17

D Skelton 7-10-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bridget Andrews 98
Runs: 12 Wins: 2 (GS,G) Places: 5 £20,895
 Strong traveller, won with a bit in hand at Wetherby, looks progressive
5 8/112- IBLEO 244 (BF)

V Williams 7-10-8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charlie Deutsch 97
Runs: 7 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 1 £29,346
 Progressive last season, stiff track will suit, one to consider here
6 70142- MOLINEAUX 248 (BF)

C Tizzard 9-10-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Scudamore 95
Runs: 25 Wins: 4 (3S,G) Places: 6 £48,670
 Useful front-runner, not sure if he has the class for this test, oppose
7 1134-1 FLAMINGER 28

G L Moore 5-10-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joshua Moore l99
Runs: 12 Wins: 3 (3S) Places: 5 £24,065
 Tough win at Fontwell earlier in the month, 6lb rise is fair, will go well
8 1331-3 LITTLE LIGHT 28 (B)

L Wadham 6-10-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Tudor (5) 96
Runs: 18 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 4 £29,139
 Looked rusty when third at Fontwell, this is hotter, got it all to do

BETTING: 11-4 Capeland, 7-2 Ibleo, 9-2 Flaminger, 11-2 Amoola 
Gold, 15-2 Little Light, 10 Molineaux, Caid Du Lin, 20 Azzuri

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 3-7   6   3   PU   2
2019: Diego Du Charmil 7-11-9, L Williams 13-2 (P Nicholls), 12 ran.

3.05  SODEXO HANDICAP HURDLE (LISTED) (1) 
winner £10,251; 2m                (10 runners)
1 -34114 TEQANY 13 (T;D)

F O’Brien 6-11-12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Connor Brace (3) 89
Runs: 13 Wins: 6 (6G) Places: 4 £47,866
 Tough task but not disgraced in a Listed contest latest, respected
2 3/141- SEBASTOPOL 273 (T;D)

T Lacey 6-11-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Johnson 94
Runs: 7 Wins: 4 (GS,2G) Places: 1 £42,544
 Well regarded, tough win at Musselburgh in Feb, touch of class
3 4-1321 DEAR SIRE 21 (H;D)

D McCain 8-11-10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theo Gillard (7) l99
Runs: 37 Wins: 11 (2S,F,2GS,6G) Places: 7 £108,689
 Tough, won with a bit in hand in a hot hcap at Chepstow, dangerous
4 14-322 CAIUS MARCIUS 54 (P;D)

N Richards 9-11-9. . . . . . . . Danny McMenamin (3) 93
Runs: 34 Wins: 11 (2GS,9G) Places: 10 £125,122
 Consistent, not out of things if getting decent ground, e-w claims

SODEXO GOLD CUP AT ASCOT ITV4: 1.20, 1.55,       3.05 & 3.40

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
SEBASTOPOL has few miles on the clock and landed 
two good wins from just three runs last season. He 
showed real heart to fly home when landing the spoils 
at Musselburgh when last seen in February. He is very 
much best caught fresh and he can handle this step 
up in class. Malaya is close to the mark that saw her 

win the red-hot Imperial Cup in 2019 and 
she was primed for a follow-up only for 
Sandown’s big race to be washed out. 
Her prep for that was a solid second 
here and she’ll be competitive. Kid Com-
mando was third in a Grade 2 at Kemp-

ton last time out in February and has a 
bright future on his third hurdles contest. 

He looks on a handy mark. Countister was 
third in the 2019 County Hurdle and is just 2lb higher 
today after missing much of last term. He may need 
this comeback but market support would be a big 
pointer. Hang In There has been poor since winning a 
Grade 2 at Cheltenham this time last year but is down 
the weights and fit from a comeback at Fontwell.the weights and fit from a comeback at Fontwell.

3.05

FORM
TEQANY (11-0) 18-1 raced wide tracked TEQANY (11-0) 18-1 raced wide tracked TEQANY

leaders, pushed along to to chase 
leader 3 out, kept on, 4th of 6 (btn 
83/3/3

4l) to Silver Streak (11-4) (Kempton 
2m Listed hdle (1) £18,224 good).

SEBASTOPOL (11-9) 9-2 challenged 2 
out, soon ridden and hung right, led 
last, held on, bt Ashington (10-8) 1/2l 
(9 ran) (Musselburgh 2m hcap hdle 
(2) £21,896 good to soft).

DEAR SIRE (11-1) 8-1 headway 3 out, led 
last, ran on strongly run in, bt Friend 
Or Foe (10-9) 3l (8 ran) (Chepstow 2m 
hcap hdle (2) £10,397 good).

CAIUS MARCIUS (11-12) 9-2 held up 
rear, pushed along 3 out, not fluent 
2 out, kept on, held, btn 91/2l by 
Cracking Destiny (10-12) (9 ran) (Perth 
21/1/1 2m hcap ch (2) £11,710 good).

SCARAMANGA (10-13) 50-1 mid-division, SCARAMANGA (10-13) 50-1 mid-division, SCARAMANGA
headway 2 out, held, 11th of 24 (btn 
14l) to Saint Roi (10-13) (Cheltenham 
2m 1f hcap hdle Grd 3 £56,270 soft).

HANG IN THERE (11-12) 6-1 rear and 
not always fluent, driven, held, 6th of 
7 (btn 15l) to Collooney (11-0) (Font-

well 2m 3f hcap hdle (2) £9,495 soft).
MALAYA (11-7) 8-1 held up towards 

rear, steady headway on outside 4 
out, plugged on, never any chance 
with easy winner, btn 16l by Nordano 
(10-0) (15 ran) (Ascot 2m 3f hcap hdle 
(2) £28,152 soft).

KID COMMANDO (11-2) 15-2 chased 
winner until 2 out, one pace in and 
no impression in 3rd when went right 
2 out, 3rd of 9 (btn 71/2l) to Highway 
One O Two (11-2) (Kempton 2m nov 
hdle Grd 2 (1) £17,085 good to soft).

SCARAMANGA (10-13) 20-1 held up 
in mid-division, headway chasing 
leaders 3 out, ridden and weakened 
next, 7th of 13 (btn 33l) to Not So 
Sleepy (10-3) COUNTISTER (10-13) 
10-1 held up towards rear, never on 
terms, 8th (btn 33l) (13 ran) (Ascot 2m 
hcap hdle Grd 3 (1) £85,425 heavy).

BYRON FLYER  (11-1) 9-2 chased 
leaders, pecked 4th, outpaced 3 out, 
kept on, 4th of 12 (btn 8l) to Hunters 
Call (10-9) (Southwell 21/2m hcap hdle 
(2) £8,187 good).

4.17 TOTE.CO.UK STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (4); 
value to the winner £3,899; 2m. (9 runners)

3.40  SODEXO GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(GRADE 3); £45,560; 3m        (14 runners)
1 23242- BLACK CORTON 252 (T;BF,CD)

P Nicholls 9-11-12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryony Frost 97
Runs: 35 Wins: 14 (3S,F,GS,9G) Places: 12 £385,027
 Goes well here, only third last year and now 2lb lower, place claims
2 /UP37- MIGHT BITE 234 (D)

N Henderson 11-11-3 . . . . . . . . . . .Nico De Boinville 92
Runs: 23 Wins: 10 (S,5GS,4G) Places: 1 £605,936
 Class act in his pomp, nowhere near that level any more, oppose
3 06P1P- MISTER MALARKY 235 (P;CD)

C Tizzard 7-11-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Scudamore 93
Runs: 21 Wins: 5 (3GS,2G) Places: 4 £130,829
Well beaten last year, usually improves for his opening run, best watched
4 4/P12- WALK IN THE MILL 274 (CD)

R Walford 10-11-1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Best 96
Runs: 24 Wins: 6 (4S,GS) Places: 10 £303,057
 Class act over National fences, likely to need the run, others preferred
5 /3313- COMMANCHE RED 252 (BF)

C Gordon 7-11-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tom Cannon 85
Runs: 13 Wins: 4 (2S,GS,G) Places: 2 £39,397
 Bold jumper, step up to 3m could be the making of him, e-w claims
6 /1532- VALTOR 259 (CD)

N Henderson 11-11-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aidan Coleman 98
Runs: 49 Wins: 6 (2S) Places: 12 £412,521
 Decent course record, goes well fresh and lovely racing weight
7 BP085/ BLAKLION 623 (D)

D Skelton 11-11-0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bridget Andrews 90
Runs: 34 Wins: 10 (5S,GS,3G) Places: 10 £410,629
 Bought for silly money in 2019, not raced since, will need the run
8 82P13- REGAL ENCORE 259 (T;CD)

A Honeyball 12-10-10 . . . . . . . . . . Richie McLernon 94
Runs: 41 Wins: 8 (4S,A,3GS) Places: 10 £311,154
 Loves it around here, second last year and leading claims once again
9 0/P46- ADRIEN DU PONT 252 (T;D)

P Nicholls 8-10-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryan Carver (5) 91
Runs: 23 Wins: 6 (2S,2GS,2G) Places: 3 £183,939
 Dropped back to his last winning mark, fast pace will suit, e-w claims

5 /8170- SCARAMANGA F17 (D)
P Nicholls 5-11-9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bryan Carver (5) 98

Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (2GS) Places: 3 £24,830
 Strong traveller, not knocked about on the level, will be racing fit
6 115F-6 HANG IN THERE 28 (D)

E Lavelle 6-11-7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Scholfield 85
Runs: 9 Wins: 2 (S,G) Places: 1 £28,597
 Disappointing since landing a Grd 2 last season, questions to answer
7 /3602- MALAYA 259 (CD)

P Nicholls 6-11-6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryony Frost 97
Runs: 18 Wins: 5 (3S,GS) Places: 5 £156,316
 Won the Imperial Cup at Sandown last year, not so good last season
8 12513- KID COMMANDO 252 (D)

A Honeyball 6-11-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aidan Coleman 92
Runs: 7 Wins: 3 (2S,G) Places: 2 £11,783
 Well regarded, lacks experience but jumping is solid, interesting
9 30/78- COUNTISTER 315 (D)

N Henderson 8-11-3. . . . . . . . . . . .Nico De Boinville 94
Runs: 21 Wins: 7 (3S,4G) Places: 7 £105,295
 Smart mare, struggled since finishing third in the 2019 County Hurdle
10 6/11-4 BYRON FLYER F35 (PH)

I Williams 9-11-0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Will Kennedy 92
Runs: 16 Wins: 7 (S,GS,5G)  £57,512
 In decent nick after a couple of spins on the level, dangerous

BETTING: 3 Kid Commando, 4 Countister, 6 Malaya, Sebastopol, 8 
Hang In There, 10 Scaramanga, 12 Dear Sire, Teqany

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   9   1-5   8   6
2019: Gumball 5-11-1, Ben Jones 11-2 (P Hobbs), 15 ran.2019: Gumball 5-11-1, Ben Jones 11-2 (P Hobbs), 15 ran.

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

3.40

FORM

 BIG-RACE EARLY PRICES

TEMPLEGATE
12.15 .......... Sometimes Always
12.47 .................Scene Not Herd
1.20 .........DR SANDERSON (nap)
1.55 ........................Capeland (nb)
2.32 ................................. Fearless
3.05............................Sebastopol
3.40 .......................................Valtor
4.17 .................................... Arturus
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WE’RE YOUR BEST BESTREST OF TODAY’S TV ACTION FavouriteFavourite
NEWMARKET

TEMPLEGATE

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

TRAINERS with best record 
in last 14 days: C Appleby 7 
from 17; A Watson 5 from 20; J 
Gosden 9 from 46; E Walker 6 
from 31; M Dods 6 from 31; R 
Beckett 5 from 27; R Varian 7 
from 45; M Appleby 5 from 34.
JOCKEYS with best record in 
last 14 days: R Havlin 8 from 22; 
J Doyle 8 from 36; T Marquand 
13 from 70; W Buick 12 from 69; 
H Bentley 5 from 30; A Atzeni 5 
from 35; H Doyle 9 from 64.
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win: I 
Jardine 28; A Balding 27; D Ivory 
26; S C Williams 24. JOCKEYS 
who have had the most rides 
since last win: L Pearson 34; M 
Ghiani 27; J Gordon 23.

RACEFAX:  J Gosden won the 
11.50 in 2017 and 2019. C Appleby 
won the 3.15 in 2014 and 2017. M 
Johnston won the 2.05 in 2012 
and 2015.
LONGEST TRAVELLERS: 
Gloweth (1.30) trained by W 
Kittow, Cullompton, round trip 
of 438 miles; Brunch (3.15) &
Get Knotted (3.50) trained by M 
Dods, Darlington, round trip of 
428 miles; Belle Rouge (11.50),
Ghumama (12.20), Reams Of 
Love (12.55), Alba Rose (2.05),
Marie’s Diamond (2.40), Freyja
(2.40), M Johnston, Middleham, 
round trip 400 miles.round trip 400 miles.

MONEY TALKS:  Mystery 
A n g e l  ( 2 . 0 5 )  o p e n e d  7 - 1 
second at 4-1; Full Intention
(3.50) opened 11-2 unplaced at 
7-2f; Mojandil (12.55) opened 
7-2 second at 5-2; Rains Of 
Castamere (1.30) opened 6-1 
won at 4-1; Reams Of Love
(12.55) opened 5-1 third at 7-2.
TOP EARNERS: 3.15 Stormy 
Antarctic £783,878; 2.40 Air 
Pilot £440,149; 2.40 Headman
£ 3 4 8 , 0 9 9 ;  2 . 4 0  M a r i e ’ s 
Diamond £240,054.

SEVEN-DAY WINNERS: None.
BLINKERED FIRST TIME:
None. VISORED FIRST TIME:
12.55 Waterloo Sunset. FIRST 
RUN SINCE WIND OP: None.
WEIGHTWATCHER: 3.50 Get 
Knotted  (won off 89 down 
4lb to 85);  Glenn Coco (won 
off 82 down 7lb to 75). JOB 
JOCKEYS: Callum Shepherd 
rides Turntable (1.30) for C Wall, 
3 from 9, 33%. Rossa Ryan rides 
Galah (2.05) for R Beckett, 20 
from 64, 31%. William Buick 
rides Galactic Glow (1.30) for D 
Menuisier, 3 from 10, 30%.Menuisier, 3 from 10, 30%.

2015-2020 J Gosden 58-304, 
C Appleby 53-189, R Varian 
31-204, M Johnston 26-250, R 
Hannon 24-319, R Beckett 20-129, 
A Balding 20-172, W Haggas 
20-183, S bin Suroor 16-116, M 
Channon 9-97. THIS SEASON: J 
Gosden 7, C Appleby 7.

2015-2020  W Buick 53-260, R 
Moore 39-288, L Dettori 36-196, J 
Crowley 28-234, A Atzeni 24-188, 
J Doyle 22-220, H Bentley 20-124, 
R Havlin 12-87, J Fanning 11-103, 
D Egan 10-115. THIS SEASON: W 
Buick 6, R Havlin 3, A Atzeni 3.

11.50 .........................Urban Violet
12.20 ....................Copper Queen
12.55 ..............................Side Shot
1.30 ............................ Latent Heat
2.05 ..................... Mystery Angel
2.40 .......................................Freyja
3.15 ......................................Qaysar
3.50..................Masked Identity

11.50 ...............Hopefully Darling
12.20 ......................Secret Haunt
12.55 ................................Mojandil
1.30 ........................Galactic Glow
2.05 ..................... Mystery Angel
2.40 ................................Headman
3.15 ................................. Zakouski
3.50........................King’s Knight

TIC-TAC: Rowley mile course is 
2m 2f long, with a bend after a 
mile. Races up to 1m 2f on the 
straight. DRAW: Inconsistent.
FAVOURITES:  (2015-2020): 
209 have won out of  669 
races (31.2%). At the previous 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  m e e t i n g s , 
39 have won out of 151 races 
(25.8%). (25.8%). LIVE ON RACINGTV

GOING: SOFT

FORM
EPIC HERO  (9-3) 17-2 held up, 

headway 1f out, switched left and 
kept on final furlong, 3rd of 12 (21/2l) 
to Lady Wannabe (9-0) (Newmarket 
1m 1f Grp 3 (1) £26,654 soft).

GRAIGNES (9-7) 40-1 held up, ridden 1f 
out, kept on same pace final furlong, 
4th of 18 (btn 43/3/3

4l) to Njord (9-5) 
(Ascot 1m hcap (2) £62,250 soft).

QAYSAR (9-0) 11-1 tracked leading pair, 
headway final furlong, kept on close 
home, 21/2l by Ostilio (9-0) BRUNCH
(8-12) 15-2 tracked leading pair, 
switched left 2f out, one pace final 
furlong, 3rd (btn 31/4l) (6 ran) (Redcar 
7f Listed (1) £21,408 good to soft).

STORMY ANTARCTIC (9-0) 4-5 fav 

chased leaders, driven 2f out, soon 
weakened, 6th of 7 (btn 43/4l) to 
Wonnemond (8-11) (Dusseldorf 1m 
Grp 3 (1) £27,589 good to soft).

ZAKOUSKI (9-3) 8-1 slowly away in 
rear, headway 1f out, kept on, 4th 
of 9 (btn 61/2l) to Happy Power (9-3) 
(Newmarket 7f Grp 2 (1) £61,814 soft).

KING’S COMMAND (8-13) 5-1 led, 
headed 2f out, weakened quickely, 
7th of 10 (btn 61/4l) to Thorin (8-13) 
(Deauville 1m Grp 3 £23,729 soft).

MODERN MILLIE (9-2) 66-1 held up, 
pushed along 3f out, kept on one 
pace, 4th of 15 (btn 53/3/3

4l) to Cloak Of 
Spirits (8-12) (Newmarket 1m Listed 
(1) £22,684 good to soft).

11.50 PRESTIGE VEHICLES BRITISH EBF FILLIES’ NOVICE 
(DIV 1) (Class 4); 2-y-o; £5,175; 7f. (10 runners)

1 (5) 0 BELLE ROUGE 10 M Johnston 9-0 ............................................  Ben Curtis —
2 (8)  CHOLMONDELEY W Haggas 9-0 ...........................................  James Doyle —
3 (1)  DIAMOND DROP W Haggas 9-0 ........................................  Tom Marquand —
4 (10)  DURDLE DOOR G L Moore 9-0 ...........................................  Hector Crouch —
5 (3) 6 HONEY POT 22 H Morrison 9-0..........................................  Charles Bishop —
6 (6)  HOPEFULLY DARLING J Gosden 9-0 .................................  Robert Havlin —
7 (9)  MOBADRA R Varian 9-0 ..........................................................  Andrea Atzeni —
8 (4)  MUSED H Palmer 9-0 .................................................................  Cieren Fallon —
9 (7)  TARHIB W Haggas 9-0 ................................................................ Jim Crowley —
10 (2) 3352 URBAN VIOLET 10 M Channon 9-0 ................................  William Buick l99
BETTING: 7-2 Hopefully Darling, 4 Urban Violet, 5 Tarhib, 6 Diamond Drop
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   3
2019: Heiress 9-0 Robert Havlin 11-2 (J Gosden) drawn 11, 14 ran.

12.20 PRESTIGE VEHICLES BRITISH EBF FILLIES’ NOVICE 
(DIV 2) (4); 2-y-o; £5,175; 7f. (9 runners)

1 (1) 952 COPPER QUEEN 21 K Ryan 9-0 ...............................................  Kevin Stott 90
2 (7)  DAWNDIVA B Meehan 9-0 ....................................................... Martin Dwyer —
3 (8) 273 GHUMAMA 15 M Johnston 9-0 ........................................... Jim Crowley l99
4 (6) 6 GLENARTNEY 30 E Walker 9-0 .............................................  William Buick —
5 (4)  JUMPING FOR JOY G L Moore 9-0 ....................................  Hector Crouch —
6 (3)  LOCHNAVER W Haggas 9-0 ....................................................  James Doyle —
7 (9)  SECRET HAUNT W Haggas 9-0 ...............................................  Ryan Moore —
8 (5)  SWEET BELIEVER W Haggas 9-0 .....................................  Tom Marquand —
9 (2)  VERREAUX EAGLE E Dunlop 9-0............................................. Hollie Doyle —
BETTING: 5-2 Secret Haunt, 10-3 Copper Queen, 4 Ghumama, 6 Sweet Believer
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   2
2019: With Thanks 8-11 Cieren Fallon 16-1 (W Haggas) drawn 13, 12 ran.

12.55 BET IN-PLAY AT MANSIONBET NURSERY (4); 2-y-o; 
value to the winner £4,464; 1m 1f. (9 runners)

1 (8) 561 SIDE SHOT 40 (D) J Gosden 9-7 .......................................  Frankie Dettori 91
2 (1) 33 REAMS OF LOVE 30 M Johnston 9-7 ................................  P J McDonald 87
3 (6) 36242 MOJANDIL 17 B Meehan 9-6 ............................................... Jim Crowley l99
4 (2) 45 NIGHT OF HOPE 24 R Hannon 9-3 .........................................  Sean Levey 85
5 (3) 63 BRANWELL 70 (P;BF) C Appleby 9-3 ................................ William Buick 86
6 (5) 957 WATERLOO SUNSET 53 (VH) D Coakley 9-2 .............  Charles Bishop 90
7 (4) 71411 BEAR ME IN MIND 38 A Nicholls 8-11 .............................. Barry McHugh 98
8 (7) 86051 WESTERN BEAT 9 M W Easterby 8-11 ...................................... John Egan 91
9 (9) 956 HAVEYOUMISSEDME 32 I Jardine 8-10 ......................... Andrew Mullen 97
BETTING: 3 Side Shot, 7-2 Branwell, 5 Mojandil, 7 Bear Me In Mind, Reams Of Love, 
10 Night Of Hope, 12 Western Beat, Haveyoumissedme, 16 Waterloo Sunset
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   1-3-5   1   1
2019: Global Storm 9-3 Cieren Fallon 7-2 Fav (C Appleby) drawn 1, 9 ran.

1.30 MANSIONBET HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR HCAP 
(4); value to the winner £5,208; 1m. (12 runners)

1 (1) -011050 TURNTABLE 18 (HH;D) C Wall 4-9-7 .........................  Callum Shepherd 98
2 (12) 57-1126 ALIBABA 50 (D) J Feilden 3-9-7....................................... Dylan Hogan (3) 97
3 (8) 7632204 MEDIEVAL 18 (B;C) P & O Cole 6-9-6 ....................................  Sean Levey 98
4 (10) 357-832 GALACTIC GLOW 19 (H) D Menuisier 3-9-4 .................... William Buick 96
5 (3) -642160 NOTE BLEU 93 (D) G L Moore 3-9-2 ................................  Hector Crouch 85
6 (4) 541-622 NOBLE DAWN 18 (H;BF) I Furtado 3-9-2 ...............................  Jason Hart 97
7 (5) -442452 DOURADO 20 (D) P Chamings 6-9-2 .................................  David Probert 98
8 (7) 1355521 LATENT HEAT 20 (D) A Carroll 4-9-0 .............................  Tom Marquand 97
9 (6) 41-3688 VOCATUS 19 (P,T) M Appleby 4-9-0 ............................... Andrew Mullen 98
10 (2) 75-1505 GLOWETH 12 (PH;D) W Kittow 5-8-13 ..................................  Ben Curtis l99
11 (11) 2343181 MABRE 19 (D) P Evans 3-8-13 ............................................... Harry Bentley 96
12 (9) 9483531 RAINS OF CASTAMERE 12 (D) M Channon 3-8-8 ............  Hollie Doyle 97
BETTING: 4 Galactic Glow, 11-2 Dourado, 6 Noble Dawn, Latent Heat, 8 Medieval
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 6   0   1   5   2
2019: George Of Hearts 4-9-1 Cieren Fallon 13-2 (G Baker) drawn 6, 16 ran.

FORM
ALBA ROSE (9-0) 10-1 tracked leaders, 

ridden to chase winner over 2f out, 
kept on one pace, 3rd of 5 (btn 51/4l) 
to Isabella Giles (9-0) (Newmarket 7f 
Grp 2 (1) £45,368 good).

BELLAZADA (9-0) 15-2 raced wide 
close up, ridden 1f out, one pace, 
4th of 10 (btn 4l) to Divine Light (9-0) 
(Newmarket 7f mdn (3) £6,469 soft).

COUL QUEEN (9-0) 50-1 held up last, 
late headway in 4th final furlong, 
never going pace to get involved, 
4th of 9 (btn 12l) to Love Is You (9-0) 
(Newbury 7f Listed (1) £11,342 heavy).

THE FLYING GINGER  (8-10) 25-1 
chased leaders, went 2nd over 2f 
out, stayed on to lead final strides, bt 
GALAH (8-10) 20-1 led, stayed on well 
under pressure until headed and no 
extra final strides, hd (11 ran) (York 1m 
hcap (2) £12,450 good to soft).

MYSTERY ANGEL (8-12) 4-1 tracked 
leaders, effort 1f out, ran on towards 

finish, nk by Pythagoras (9-3) (7 ran) 
(Pontefract 1m Listed £19,848 soft).

MYSTERY SHOW (9-0) 3-1 slowly into 
stride, chasing leaders, led inside 
final 2f, clear when flashed tail final 
furlong, ran on, bt State Occasion 
(9-0) 3/3/3

4l (8 ran) (W’hampton 1m 1f 
mdn (5) £4,075 AW).

STAR IMAGE (9-0) 9-2 led straight, 
joined over 1f out, soon headed and 
no extra, one pace, 4th of 9 (btn 61/4l) 
to Amber Kite (9-1) (Leopardstown 7f 
hcap €12,300 soft to heavy).

TEODOLINA (8-12) 5-4 led, ridden and 
headed over 1f out, soon outpaced, 
btn 23/3/3

4l by Lucid Dreamer (8-12) (3 
ran) (Newbury 7f  (2) £11,828 good).

ZEYAADAH (9-4) 4-7 fav not much 
room, carried left and slowly away, 
held up, stayed on well 1f out, led 
inside final furlong, won comfortably, 
bt Wise Judgement (9-0) 23/3/3

4l (10 ran) 
(Beverley 7f nov (5) £4,075 good).

2.05 BRITISH STALLION STUDS EBF MONTROSE FILLIES’ 
STAKES (LISTED); 2-y-o; £17,013; 1m. (10 runners)

1 (4) 213 ALBA ROSE 36 M Johnston 9-0 .......................................... Joe Fanning l99
2 (8) 334 BELLAZADA 22 B Meehan 9-0 .................................................  David Egan 87
3 (10) 331564 COUL QUEEN 7 (T) P Evans 9-0 .......................................... Harry Bentley 84
4 (9) 32512 GALAH 21 (D) R Beckett 9-0 ....................................................  Rossa Ryan 87
5 (1) 41132 MYSTERY ANGEL 12 (C) G Boughey 9-0 ......................  Frankie Dettori 98
6 (6) 31 MYSTERY SHOW 47 A Watson 9-0........................................  Hollie Doyle 94
7 (3) 5109604 STAR IMAGE 7 T Mullins (Ire) 9-0 ........................................  Cieren Fallon 78
8 (2) 34312 TEODOLINA 43 (D) R Hannon 9-0 ......................................... Ryan Moore 92
9 (7) 18921 THE FLYING GINGER 21 (D) R Fell 9-0 ................................... Ben Curtis 89
10 (5) 11 ZEYAADAH 45 (D) R Varian 9-0 .............................................  Jim Crowley 96
BETTING: 9-4 Alba Rose, 3 Mystery Angel, 11-2 Zeyaadah, 8 Teodolina, 10 Mystery 
Show, Galah, The Flying Ginger, 16 Star Image
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1-3   1   1   4   2
2019: Born With Pride 9-0 Tom Marquand 20-1 (W Haggas) drawn 1, 7 ran.

3.15 BET AT MANSIONBET BEN MARSHALL STAKES (LISTED) 
(1); value to the winner £15,879; 1m. (8 runners)

1 (7) -231253 EPIC HERO 21 (D) S & E Crisford 4-9-2 ................................ Ryan Moore 97
2 (3) 5-08454 GRAIGNES 14 G Baker 4-9-2.................................................. Nicola Currie 90
3 (5) 9713962 QAYSAR 28 (D) R Hannon 5-9-2 .............................................  Rossa Ryan 92
4 (2) 6-45276 STORMY ANTARCTIC 27 (CD) Ed Walker 7-9-2 .........  Tom Marquand 98
5 (1) 1/5-114 ZAKOUSKI 22 (D) C Appleby 4-9-2 .................................  William Buick l99
6 (6) -141123 BRUNCH 28 (D) M Dods 3-8-13 ...................................  Callum Rodriguez 85
7 (4) 1831-7 KING’S COMMAND 70 (PH) C Appleby 3-8-13 ................  James Doyle 90
8 (8) 058-824 MODERN MILLIE 36 R Beckett 4-8-11 .................................... Rob Hornby 76
BETTING: 3 Epic Hero, 7-2 Zakouski, 4 Stormy Antarctic, 6 Qaysar, 13-2 King’s 
Command, 10 Graignes, Brunch, 25 Modern Millie
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4   3   2   1   2
2019: Roseman 3-9-0 Andrea Atzeni 4-1 (R Varian) drawn 2, 7 ran.

3.50 MANSIONBET TRICK OR TREAT HANDICAP (4); value 
to the winner £5,208; 7f. (14 runners)

1 (2) 0-06074 GET KNOTTED 7 (P;D) M Dods 8-9-10 ......................  Callum Rodriguez 97
2 (1) 0-00563 FLAMING SPEAR 16 (B;D) D Ivory 8-9-10 ..................  George Downing 92
3 (3) 80-5210 MASKED IDENTITY 16 (P;D) S L Keightley 5-9-8 .  Josephine Gordon 98
4 (14) 22320-9 ELECTRICAL STORM 11 (P) S bin Suroor 3-9-8 ....  Callum Shepherd 88
5 (13) 2293228 ODYSSEY GIRL 72 (P;D) R Spencer 3-9-7 ................. Angus Villiers (5) 98
6 (5) -459106 SIR TITAN 20 (CD) A Carroll 6-9-5.................................... Cieren Fallon l99
7 (9) 5212 KING’S KNIGHT 49 (D) C Hills 3-9-4 ................................... William Buick 97
8 (8) 7-21 ASPIRATION 11 M Meade 3-9-3 ......................................  Tom Marquand 96
9 (10) 5-42167 GLOBAL ESTEEM 12 (TH) G Kelleway 3-9-3 ......................... Ben Curtis 98
10 (7) 2545090 GLENN COCO 16 (T;CD) S C Williams 6-9-0.............. Marco Ghiani (5) 94
11 (11) -814461 HUNNI 28 (P;CD) T Clover 5-8-13 ................................  Laura Pearson (7) 98
12 (6) 413-8 LETSCRACKON 64 G L Moore 3-8-10 ................................... Rob Hornby 85
13 (4) -423194 FULL INTENTION 70 (P;BF,D) S Pearce 6-8-8 ...............  David Probert 98
14 (12) 22477/7 LONDON 18 (D) P McEntee 7-8-6 ...........................................  Hollie Doyle 87
BETTING: 4 King’s Knight, 5 Aspiration, 11-2 Odyssey Girl, 8 Full Intention, Hunni, 10 
Get Knotted, 12 Flaming Spear, 14 Letscrackon, Electrical Storm
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   8   1   8   6
2019: King Of Tonga 3-9-4 Harry Bentley 7-1 (D O’Meara) drawn 7, 14 ran.

FORM
MARIE’S DIAMOND (9-3) 25-1 handy, 

driven 2f out, no extra finish, 4th of 
12 (3l) to Lady Wannabe (9-0) (New-
market 1m 1f Grp 3 £26,654 soft).

AIR PILOT  (9-2)  17-2  held up, 
weakened final furlong, 6th of 8 (61/4l) 
to Anna Nerium (8-11) (Goodwood 
11/4m Listed (1) £17,013 good to soft).

HEADMAN  (9-0) 9-1 pulled hard, 
soon in rear, headway over 2f out, 

weakened over 1f out, last of 7 (btn 
10l) to Lord North (9-0) (Ascot 11/4m 
Grp 1 (1) £148,000 good).

BE MORE (9-6) 5-1 led, ridden over 1f 
out, headed finish, btn 1/2l by Iconic 
Choice (9-6) (8 ran) (Newmarket 11/4m 
hcap (2) £27,390 good to soft).

FREYJA (9-7) 11-2 close up, led 2f out, 
ran on, bt Sun Bear (8-6) 2l (8 ran) (New-
market 1m hcap (2) £12,291 heavy).

2.40 PLAY 3-2-WIN AT MANSIONBET JAMES SEYMOUR 
STAKES (LISTED); £15,879; 1m 2f. (5 runners)

1 (2) 1397684 MARIE’S DIAMOND 21 M Johnston 4-9-7 ..........................  Joe Fanning 95
2 (4) 2/315-6 AIR PILOT 38 (CD) R Beckett 11-9-4 .................................... Harry Bentley 85
3 (1) 61115-7 HEADMAN 136 (D) R Charlton 4-9-4 .................................  Ryan Moore l99
4 (3) 1-31552 BE MORE 28 (C,D) A Balding 4-8-13 ................................... William Buick 90
5 (5) 6-64131 FREYJA 10 (C) M Johnston 3-8-9............................................... Ben Curtis 97
BETTING: 11-10 Headman, 3 Marie’s Diamond, 4 Freyja, 10 Be More, Air Pilot
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4   7   6   1   1
2019: Lord North 3-9-1 Robert Havlin 10-11 Fav (J Gosden) drawn 3, 5 ran.

WALK IN THE MILL 
(3.40 Ascot) is 

consistent at this level 
and has performed well 

over this course and 
distance.

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

1.55

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

1.20

GOOD TO 
SOFT

TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

12.15 .......... Sometimes Always
12.47 .................Scene Not Herd
1.20 ............... FALCO BLITZ (nap)
1.55 .......................................... Ibleo
2.32 ..................... Captain Morgs
3.05....................Kid Commando
3.40 ..............................Whatmore
4.17 .......................Off The Planet

FORM

FORM

12.15 TOTE.CO.UK CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICES’ HCAP 
HURDLE (DIV 1) (4); £5,198; 2m 3f. (11 runners)

12.47 TOTE.CO.UK CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ NOVICES’ HCAP 
HURDLE (DIV 2) (4); £5,198; 2m 3f. (11 runners)

2.32 FEVER-TREE NOVICES’ HURDLE (3); value to the 
winner £7,798; 2m. (10 runners)

1.20 ASCOT UNDERWRITING NOVICES’ HCAP 
CHASE (3); £9,747; 2m 3f       (10 runners)

1.55 TOTE.CO.UK HANDICAP CHASE (LISTED) 
(1) winner £14,238; 2m 1f       (8 runners)

3.05  SODEXO HANDICAP HURDLE (LISTED) (1) 
winner £10,251; 2m                (10 runners)

SODEXO GOLD CUP AT ASCOT ITV4: 1.20, 1.55,       3.05 & 3.40

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT

3.05

FORM

4.17 TOTE.CO.UK STANDARD OPEN NH FLAT RACE (4); 
value to the winner £3,899; 2m. (9 runners)

1 ARTURUS N Henderson 5-11-0 ............................................ Nico De Boinville —
2 ITALIAN SPIRIT O Murphy 4-11-0...........................................  Aidan Coleman —
3 JERSEY D Skelton 4-11-0 ....................................................... Bridget Andrews —
4 5 MARBLE SANDS 30 G McPherson 4-11-0 ...................... Lilly Pinchin (7) l99
5 5- OFF THE PLANET 374 P Hobbs 5-11-0 ............................  Richard Johnson —
6 PEACE RIVER A King 4-11-0 .................................................  Thomas Bellamy —
7 SAN GIOVANNI E Lavelle 4-11-0 .............................................  Nick Scholfield —
8 STEADY THE SHIP Jonjo O’Neill 4-11-0 ...........................  Richie McLernon —
9 WEE RUPERT N Gifford 4-11-0 ...................................................  James Davies —
BETTING: 15-8 Arturus, 13-2 Jersey, 7 Italian Spirit, Peace River, 15-2 Off The Planet
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   5   4   0
2019: Where’s Tom 4-11-0 Marc Goldstein 25-1 (M Madgwick), 16 ran.

3.40  SODEXO GOLD CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
(GRADE 3); £45,560; 3m        (14 runners)

TEMPLEGATE’S VERDICT
VALTOR may be 11 but this is just his eighth race since 
arriving from France more than two years ago. Both 
his UK wins have come at Ascot and he’s best fresh. 
He was second off this mark here in good compa-
ny last time out in February and will be right there 

again. Black Corton is another course special-
ist with every chance. He’s 2lb lower than 

last year’s third and has had a wind op 
ahead of this return. Regal Encore has 
three wins here and was second in this 
12 months ago. He’s another coming 
back after a breathing op which can 

only help. Heavy ground is ideal so more 
rain would help. Walk In The Mill is a bril-

liant jumper as his Aintree Becher Chase win 
underlines. He sees out this trip well and has win-
ning form here so can’t be ignored. Commanche Red is 
the pick of the younger brigade. He was well backed 
for the Grade 2 Pendil at Kempton before finishing 
third after losing a shoe. He looks up to this level if 
fit enough on comeback. Flying Angel is only 2lb than 
when winning here last year over 2m5f and would 
have a chance if getting home. Might Bite has had a lot 
of chances now but drops in class and connections 
are persevering so there could be some hope.are persevering so there could be some hope.

3.40

FORM
MISTER MALARKY (11-0) 9-1 held up MISTER MALARKY (11-0) 9-1 held up MISTER MALARKY

in touch, led 14th, ridden last, driven 
out, bt BLACK CORTON (11-12) 5-1 
fav held up mid-division, slightly 
hampered 6th, headway 3 out, 
reminder 2 out, stayed on one pace, 
held, 2l WHATMORE (10-5) 7-1 held 
up in rear, headway 4 out, one pace 
flat, 4th (btn 4l) ADRIEN DU PONT
(10-12) 7-1 held up mid-division on 
inside, steady progress 13th, pushed 
along 3 out, ridden 2 out, 6th (btn 10l) 
(14 ran) (Kempton 3m hcap ch Grd 3 
(1) £56,950 good to soft).

MIGHT BITE (11-4) 9-1 held up, no 
threat, always in rear, 7th of 14 (btn 
49l) to Easysland (11-4) (Cheltenham 
33/3/3

4m crs cntry ch (2) £40,235 soft).
WALK IN THE MILL (10-12) 13-8 handy, 

mistakes, pushed along 3 out, hit 
last, hard ridden, kept on one pace 
on run-in, held, btn 41/2l by Blackjack 
Kentucky (10-12) (7 ran) (Chepstow 
3m nov hdle (4) £3,769 heavy).

COMMANCHE RED  (11-0) 7-4 fav 
chased leader, hit 4th and slightly 
lost place, rallied 10th, plugged on 
in 3rd from 2 out, no chance with 
leading duo, 3rd of 7 (btn 10l) to Who 
Dares Wins (11-0) (Kempton 21/2m nov 
ch Grd 2 (1) £18,224 good to soft).

VALTOR (11-3) 6-1 held up, not fluent, 
headway tracking leaders 15th, 
went 2nd 4 out until 2 out, kept on, 
no chance with winner, btn 81/2l by 

Ballyoptic (11-10) REGAL ENCORE
(10-13) 15-2 prominent, went 2nd 2 
out, stayed on same pace, held, 3rd 
(btn 10l) (8 ran) (Ascot 3m Listed 
hcap ch (1) £42,712 soft).

BLAKLION (11-5) 7-1 held up, slow 3rd, 
headway after 4 out, stayed on from 
2 out, never on terms, 5th of 13 (btn 
11l) to Sykes (11-8) (Haydock 3m hcap 
hdle (2) £12,996 good).

FLYING ANGEL (11-11) 40-1 mid-rank, 
driven to chase leaders 3 out, never 
on terms, ridden and weakened last, 
9th of 23 (btn 21l) to Milan Native 
(11-1) MILITARIAN (11-4) 25-1 mid-
division, lost place and behind from 
14th, 12th (btn 29l) (Cheltenham 31/4m 
amat hcap ch (2) £41,510 soft).

TOWNSHEND (11-5) 16-1 rear, slow 4 
out, awkward 3 out, ridden before 2 
out, never a factor, last of 11 (well btn) 
to I’d Better Go Now (10-9) (Perth 3m 
hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good).

WHATMORE (11-0) 14-1 mid-division, 
headway  3 out, not fluent last, 
stayed on same pace run-in, 4th of 
20 (btn 13l) to Imperial Aura (11-5) 
(Cheltenham 21/2m  (1) £39,389 soft).

DJANGO DJANGO (11-4) 8-11 fav close 
up in rear, driven and outpaced after 
4 out, ridden before next, never able 
to challenge, well held in 4th from 2 
out, 4th of 5 (btn 17l) to Stradivarius 
Davis (10-12) (Catterick 3m 1f nov ch 
(4) £5,133 soft).

10 41469- FLYING ANGEL 233 (V;C)
N Twiston-Davies 9-10-7 . . . . . . . . Thomas Bellamy 93

Runs: 32 Wins: 6 (4S,2G) Places: 4 £225,712
 Useful, best form is over shorter and he’s a doubtful stayer, ignore
11 18450- MILITARIAN 233 (CD)

A Martin 10-10-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Shane Quinlan (5) 89
Runs: 25 Wins: 5 (S,GS,2G) Places: 5 £59,971
Plenty to prove here, out of his depth and others appeal more
12 1/1P-0 TOWNSHEND 38 (T;CD)

N Twiston-Davies 9-10-4. . . . . . . . . .Jamie Neild (7) 98
Runs: 28 Wins: 7 (S,3G) Places: 4 £88,101
 Goes well here, but this is a big step up in class, others appeal more
13 34344- WHATMORE 235

H Daly 8-10-3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Richard Johnson l99
Runs: 21 Wins: 5 (S,GS,3G) Places: 5 £57,091
 Talented, plenty of room for improvement off this mark, place claims
14 /3P14- DJANGO DJANGO 241 (BF)

Jonjo O’Neill 7-10-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nick Scholfield 97
Runs: 16 Wins: 4 (2S,GS,G) Places: 1 £53,190
 Goes well in the mud, so more rain the better, check for market move

BETTING: 9-2 Commanche Red, 5 Black Corton, 6 Whatmore, 8 
Regal Encore, 10 Valtor, Adrien Du Pont, 12 Townshend, Militarian

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   5   3   1
2019: Vinndication 6-11-0, D Bass 2-1 Fav (K Bailey), 16 ran.

 BIG-RACE EARLY PRICES
ASCOT 3.40

C H L BF BSB VC SB B 365 PP U
Black Corton 11-2 11-2 11-2 13-2 13-2 11-2 11-2 11-2 6 13-2 13-2
Whatmore 6 11-2 6 11-2 11-2 9-2 5 11-2 6 11-2 11-2
Regal Encore 17-2 17-2 8 9 9 10 9 9 9 9 10
Commanche Red 4 4 4 9-2 9-2 9 4 9-2 4 9-2 9-2
Adrien Du Pont 9 9 10 10 8 10 9 10 9 8 9
Mister Malarky 9 9 9 10 7 10 8 10 10 7 9
Valtor 9 9 9 15-2 17-2 9 9 8 12 17-2 17-2
Blaklion 11 11 11 14 11 14 12 14 10 11 12
Django Django 20 14 20 14 14 16 16 14 20 14 14
Flying Angel 14 14 14 12 12 14 14 12 16 12 14
Might Bite 14 14 14 16 10 16 14 16 14 10 14
Militarian 14 14 14 18 18 20 14 18 25 18 16
Townshend 16 14 16 14 16 16 12 14 16 14 14
Walk In The Mill 16 16 16 20 16 20 16 20 20 16 18

C = Corals, H = William Hills, L = Ladbrokes, BF = Betfred, BSB = Betfair Sportsbook, VC = 
VCBet, SB = SkyBet, B = Boylesports, 365 = Bet365, PP = Paddy Power, U = Unibet

ASCOT 3.40

TEMPLEGATE
12.15 .......... Sometimes Always
12.47 .................Scene Not Herd
1.20 .........DR SANDERSON (nap)
1.55 ........................Capeland (nb)
2.32 ................................. Fearless
3.05............................Sebastopol
3.40 .......................................Valtor
4.17 .................................... Arturus
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TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

TRAINERS with best record in 
last 14 days: A Watson 5 from 
21; G M Lyons 5 from 29; A P 
O’Brien 10 from 61; J S Bolger 
7 from 44; Mrs J Harrington 10 
from 66; D K Weld 4 from 28; W 
Haggas 5 from 38; N Meade 5 
from 39; G Cromwell 5 from 43; J 
P O’Brien 6 from 64.
JOCKEYS with best record in 
last 14 days: B Lee 4 wins from 
15; S Heffernan 8 wins from 44; 
C Keane 13 wins from 72 rides; L 
McAteer 5 wins from 31; S Ewing 
5 wins from 31; S Foley 11 wins 
from 71; G Ryan 5 wins from 40; 
M P Sheehy 3 wins from 26; K J 
Manning 4 wins from 35.
TRAINERS who have had the 
most runners since last win:
M J Byrne 86; G A Kingston 66; L 
Comer 62; J Murray 54; S Lavery 
46; B A Murphy 41; B Duke 40.
JOCKEYS who have had the 
most rides since last win: R 
Colgan 67; D McDonogh 35; G 
F Carroll 32; T Madden 32; R P 
Cleary 29; M Enright 23.

RUNNERS HAVING THEIR 
FIRST RACE FOR A NEW 
TRAINER: 1.00 Zaralion  K 
Burke to G Kingston; 1.30 
Harpocrates A P O’Brien to 
Mrs J Harrington; 3.40 Persian 
Queen G M Lyons to N Meade.
RACEFAX:  A P O’Brien won 
the 1.00 in 2018 and 2019. G M 
Lyons won the 1.30 in 2015 and 
2017. J S Bolger won the 1.30 
in 2018 and 2019. LONGEST 
TRAVELLERS: Satisfy (3.05) 
& Mijul Angel (3.40) trained by 
B A Murphy, Cork, round trip 
of 278 miles; Grey Ivy (12.30) &
Herecomesharry (1.00) trained 
by F G Hand, Meath, round 
trip of 70 miles.

MONEY TALKS: Mickey The 
Steel (12.30) opened 9-2 second 
at 5-2; Memyselfandmoi (3.05) 
opened 10-1 unplaced at 6-1; 
White Pepper (2.35) opened 
9-2 second at 10-3; Vocito (2.35) 
opened 7-1 unplaced at 5-1; Fine 
Distraction (12.30) opened 12-1 
unplaced at 8-1.
TOP EARNERS: 1.30 Saltonstall
€183,635; 1.30 Laughifuwant
€146,481; 2.00 So Wonderful
€ 126 ,358 ;  3 .40  Zero  Ten
€115,656; 1.30 Stormy Belle
€105,808; 1.30 Quizical €84,779.

VISORED FIRST TIME: 3.40 
Timourid. WEIGHTWATCHER:
3.05 Leagan Gaeilge  (won 
off 79 down 3lb to 76). JOB 
JOCKEYS: B Lee rides Silk 
Forest (2.00) for P Twomey, 29 
from 121, 24%. D McMonagle 
rides Memyselfandmoi (3.05) 
for J P O’Brien, 15 from 69, 22%. 

2015-2020 A P O’Brien 81-376, 
G M Lyons 42-259, J Harrington 
36-321, J P O’Brien 33-285, D K 
Weld 24-176, J S Bolger 23-264, 
W McCreery 10-132, J P Murtagh 
10-159, M Halford 9-140, John 
Feane 5-70. THIS SEASON: A P 
O’Brien 10, Mrs J Harrington 10.

2015-2020 C Keane 48-294, S 
Foley 26-287, S Heffernan 24-184, 
C Hayes 24-261, B Lee 18-223, L 
Roche 17-180, K Manning 17-248, 
G F Carroll 11-157, D McDonogh 
10-172. THIS SEASON: S Foley 
10, C Keane 8, S Heffernan 8.

12.30 ..............................Sassified
1.00 ............. King Of The Castle
1.30 .......................Raise You (nb)
2.00 ............................Silk Forest
2.35 .......................... Let Me Pass
3.05.............................Blackpoint
3.40 ................ LORD PARK (nap)

12.30 ............. Mickey The Steel
1.00 ..................... Dublin Journal
1.30 ............................Epona Plays
2.00 ........................ With Thanks
2.35 .............................Aleen Cust
3.05.....................Newgirlintown
3.40 ..................... Persian Queen

TIC-TAC: Left-handed oval 
course of 1m 4f, there is an 4f 
uphill run-in.  DRAW: Low best 
in sprints. FAVOURITES: (2015-
2020): 252 have won out of 738 
races (34.1%). At the previous 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  m e e t i n g s , 
10 have won out of 34 races 
(29.4%). LIVE ON RACINGTV

12.40 ................Thegranaghman
1.10 ...............................King’s Vow
1.42 ..............................Toor Hawk
2.15 ................... Ragnar Lodbrok
2.46 ................... Heaven Help Us
3.20..................................Out Sam
3.53 ..............................Dreal Deal
4.25 ......................... April’s Moon

WE’RE THE TOPS FOR TIPPINGWOLVES EVENING CARD & START OF SUNDAY CARDS FavouriteFavourite
CORK JUMPERS GOING: SOFT (YIELDING IN PLACES)
EAMONN HAMES

NAAS RUNNERS GOING: SOFT TO HEAVY
EAMONN HAMES

WOLVERHAMPTON

nTIC-TAC: L-H, tight Tapeta of 1m, with a 330yd run-in. 6f and 7f start on separate 
chutes.  nGOING: Standard  nLIVE ON SKY SPORTS RACING

TEMPLEGATE    TOM PEPPER
4.30 ..........................Dewey Road
5.00 ........................................Frow
5.30.................................. Luscifer
6.00 ............. Fivehundredmiles
6.30 ............................. Dark Devil
7.00 ............. Beatbybeatbybeat
7.30 ...............International Law
8.00 ........................... Law Of One
8.30......................May The Sixth

4.30 .......................Aerion Power
5.00 ......................... Rockesbury
5.30....................Dubai Elegance
6.00 ............. Fivehundredmiles
6.30 ............................Don’t Joke
7.00 ................................. Fitzrovia
7.30 ...........................Bayston Hill
8.00 ...... Galahad Threepwood
8.30...............................Love Love

4.30 PLAY LADBROKES 5-A-SIDE ON FOOTBALL NURSERY 
(Class 4); 2-y-o; winner £4,464; 7f. (10 runners)

1 (9) 610 NEPTUNE’S WONDER 35 (D) H Palmer 9-7 ................ Ray Dawson (5) 97
2 (6) 2130435 FOOLS RUSH IN 15 (PH) T Dascombe 9-6 ........................... Jane Elliott 97
3 (10) 31 DARK COMPANY 24 (D) M Johnston 9-6 .......................  Franny Norton 85
4 (3) 315 LIGHTENING SHORE 37 R Hughes 9-5 ...................................... Doubtful 97
5 (4) 2261 DEWEY ROAD 24 R Hannon 9-5 ..........................................  Jack Mitchell 97
6 (8) 42 TRUMBLE 24 David Loughnane 9-3 ...................................... Luke Morris 98
7 (7) 25 AERION POWER 42 Sir M Stoute 9-2 .................................  Oisin Murphy 96
8 (1) 415 ROYAL MUSKETEER 50 C Hills 9-1 ............................  Kieran Shoemark 97
9 (2) 4343156 WHOLELOTAFUN 17 (P;D) J S Moore 9-0 ............ Laura Coughlan (5) 94
10 (5) 1520 EMOTIONAL MOMENT 57 (TH,VH;D) A Murphy 8-12  George Wood l99
BETTING: 3 Dark Company, 4 Aerion Power, Trumble, Dewey Road, Royal Musketeer

5.00 BOMBARDIER BRITISH HOPPED AMBER BEER HCAP 
(DIV 1) (6); winner £2,782; 7f. (12 runners)

1 (2) 9653111 FROW 9 (CD) D Brown 4-10-1 ............................................. Ray Dawson (5) 91
2 (5) 0091172 ROCKESBURY 21 (B;CD) P McEntee 5-9-7 ........................ Luke Morris 93
3 (9) 508-02 DOCTOR NUNO 9 A Carroll 3-9-5 ........................ Elisha Whittington (5) 89
4 (12) 0404 ITS ALL CLOVER NOW 65 (H) D Shaw 5-9-4 ..........  Lewis Edmunds l99
5 (8) 3566296 DEFTERA LAD 12 (CD) S Kirk 8-9-3 .............................. Shariq Mohd (7) 91
6 (11) 39866 BURNING SUN 10 A Carson 3-9-2...........................  Stefano Cherchi (5) 93
7 (6) 6967050 SHORTBACKANDSIDES 12 (P) L Williamson 5-9-0 ............... Harrison Shaw (3) 97
8 (7) 3438338 AIR OF YORK 18 (P;CD) G Harris 8-9-0 ............................ Hayley Turner 92
9 (1) 3208004 GUNMAKER 9 (B;D) R Carr 6-8-13....................................  James Sullivan 88
10 (3) 3734063 GIANT STEPS 15 (B) S Barclay 3-8-13 ................................  Oisin Murphy 91
11 (10) 9493484 VITESSE DU SON 9 (T) W Kittow 3-8-12 ....................................... Doubtful 98
12 (4) 68-8799 GMS PRINCESS 59 (P) S Hollinshead 4-8-12 ........................  Tom Eaves 85
BETTING: 6-4 Frow, 9-2 Rockesbury, 13-2 Doctor Nuno, 8 Giant Steps, 12 Gunmaker

5.30 BOMBARDIER BRITISH HOPPED AMBER BEER HCAP 
(DIV 2) (6); winner £2,782; 7f. (12 runners)

1 (1) 6386042 DUBAI ELEGANCE 9 (P;BF,CD) D Shaw 6-9-9 .................. Luke Morris 93
2 (7) 9752074 HOLDENHURST 19 (V;C) W G M Turner 5-9-7...................... Eoin Walsh 92
3 (2) 2030-00 TROTTER 17 (C) T Barfoot-Saunt 6-9-4 ..........................  Tyler Heard (7) 86
4 (6) 6-63155 JOSIEBOND 15 (D) R Bastiman 4-9-3 .................................... Sam James 89
5 (11) -253253 THE BRITISH LION 238 (V;CD) A Dunn 5-9-2 .............. Daniel Muscutt 98
6 (10) 5407471 LUSCIFER 9 (CD) A Carroll 3-9-1 ..........................................  Oisin Murphy 91
7 (12) 0-600 AYYAAMY 33 (B) M Herrington 3-9-0 ......................................  Tom Eaves 88
8 (8) 6-76 OWHATANIGHT 25 (H) M Murphy 3-8-13 ................................. Ryan Tate 85
9 (3) 4908 LUCKY FACE 69 (HH,T) J Butler 3-8-13 ....................  Lewis Edmunds l99
10 (9) 3-44707 THE BULL 36 (P,TH) R Brisland 5-8-12 .......................... Ray Dawson (5) 97
11 (5) 7444749 POPPY MAY 9 (P;D) J Given 6-8-12 ..................................  James Sullivan 93
12 (4) 0875004 RUBY DREAM 23 (BH) D Carroll 3-8-11 ......................  Zak Wheatley (7) 89
BETTING: 9-4 Dubai Elegance, 4 Luscifer, 13-2 Holdenhurst, 8 Ruby Dream

6.00 BOMBARDIER ‘MARCH TO YOUR OWN DRUM’ HCAP 
(DIV 1) (6); winner £2,782; 1m 1f. (13 runners)

1 (2) 2879731 FIVEHUNDREDMILES 9 (B;D) P Evans 7-9-8...........  Kieran Shoemark 93
2 (4) 1099779 MISU PETE 26 (P;C,D) M Usher 8-9-7 ........................  Isobel Francis (7) 98
3 (13) 474059 TARAMANDA 23 (PH) I Jardine 5-9-7 ............................. Jamie Gormley 95
4 (8) 4960565 PARKNACILLA 16 (P) H Spiller 4-9-5 ................................ Hayley Turner 96
5 (9) 3869882 PURPLE PADDY 14 J Fox 5-9-3 ..............................................  Liam Keniry 95
6 (5) 2476324 ATALANTA QUEEN 12 (V) R Brisland 5-9-2 ....................  Kieran O’Neill 95
7 (10) 4773578 VAN DIJK 12 A Brittain 3-8-13 ...................................... Harry Russell (5) l99
8 (7) 12-6340 LAFONTAINE 17 S Kirk 3-8-12 ..............................................  Oisin Murphy 95
9 (6) 6-39445 HARLEQUIN ROSE 54 (V) P Chamings 6-8-12 ........  George Rooke (5) 87
10 (12) 300/900 ISABELLA MAYSON 31 (B) J Barber 5-8-12 .......................... Jane Elliott 89
11 (3) 0927438 BE BOLD 15 (B) R Bastiman 8-8-12 ......................................... Sam James 85
12 (1) 60-0578 TELLOVOI 14 (P;C) R C Guest 12-8-12 ..............................  Franny Norton 92
13 (11) 3338263 SUSIE JAVEA 15 O Pears 3-8-9 ........................................... Ben Robinson 97
BETTING: 11-4 Fivehundredmiles, 9-2 Atalanta Queen, 5 Purple Paddy, 6 Parknacilla

6.30 BOMBARDIER ‘MARCH TO YOUR OWN DRUM’ HCAP 
(DIV 2) (6); winner £2,782; 1m 1f. (13 runners)

1 (9) 9-25250 BLACK MEDICK 16 (PH) L Mongan 4-9-7 ........................... Luke Morris 85
2 (13) 5805493 ZESHOV 19 (P) R Bastiman 9-9-7 ........................................  Sam James l99
3 (4) -724276 GLOBAL ACCLAMATION 9 (P) P Chamings 4-9-6  George Rooke (5) 96
4 (5) 5129006 GRANDSTAND 14 (V) R J Price 4-9-4..............................  Tyler Heard (7) 96
5 (7) 28579-9 LORD MURPHY 266 (BH,T;CD) K Wingrove 7-9-2 .................. Doubtful 85
6 (6) 9493237 DARK DEVIL 15 (P;BF) P Morris 7-9-0 .................................. David Nolan 98
7 (10) 4658235 POTTERS QUESTION 16 (B) C Wallis 4-8-12 ................ William Carson 97
8 (12) -095840 MELABI 33 S Barclay 7-8-12 ....................................................... Shane Gray 96
9 (3) 4633708 NICKY BABY 7 (B) D Ivory 6-8-12 ............................................  Liam Keniry 97
10 (8) 8-00080 JAZZ MAGIC 15 L Siddall 5-8-12 ...........................................  Jack Garritty 92
11 (1) 7508773 NEW LOOK 1 (B) L Williamson 5-8-12 ................. Elisha Whittington (5) 95
12 (11) 499/980 MABAADY 26 M Rowland 6-8-12 .........................................  Kieran O’Neill 93
13 (2) -908096 DON’T JOKE 12 R Carr 3-8-8 .............................................  James Sullivan 96
BETTING: 3 Global Acclamation, 10-3 Zeshov, 4 Dark Devil, 5 Potters Question

7.00 READ ANDREW BALDING ON BETWAY INSIDER 
HANDICAP (6); £2,782; 1m 1f 104yds. (13 runners)

1 (11) 1164007 ROCA MAGICA 9 E Dunlop 4-9-7........................................  Luke Morris l99
2 (3) 43-4036 STAR ASCENDING 248 (P;C,D) J Candlish 8-9-6 .............. Shane Gray 97
3 (6) 000-019 TANGRAMM 9 (B;CD) D Ivory 8-9-6 .......................................... Ryan Tate 95
4 (7) -041244 FITZROVIA 11 E De Giles 5-9-6 .......................................  Pierre Jamin (5) 98
5 (5) 1213679 DERRY BOY 19 (T) P Evans 4-9-6 .......................................... David Nolan 93
6 (9) -447333 KENSTONE 18 (C) A Wintle 7-9-5 .....................................  Tyler Heard (7) 93
7 (2) /41125- SADLERS BEACH 434 (H) M Tregoning 4-9-5................ Hayley Turner 88
8 (13) 7971/ FITWOOD STAR 709 (CD) R Teal 4-9-4 .............................  Jack Mitchell 95
9 (4) 0-07622 WHATWOULDYOUKNOW 14 (BF,CD) R C Guest 5-9-4  Franny Norton 97
10 (8) 8231140 MY BROTHER MIKE 58 (CD) J Stimpson 6-9-3 ............... Jimmy Quinn 95
11 (1) 9454272 BEATBYBEATBYBEAT 8 (V;CD) A Brittain 7-9-3 .....  Harry Russell (5) 96
12 (10) 4260137 BELL HEATHER 15 (V;CD) P Morris 7-9-2 .................... Ray Dawson (5) 95
13 (12) 774-93 HURRICANE ALI 9 J Mackie 4-9-2 ..........................................  Phil Dennis 85
BETTING: 7-2 Whatwouldyouknow, 5 Kenstone, 13-2 Fitzrovia, 8 Beatbybeatbybeat

7.30 HEED YOUR HUNCH AT BETWAY HANDICAP (6); 
value to the winner £2,782; 1m 4f. (9 runners)

1 (4) 5634125 INTERNATIONAL LAW 12 (BF,CD) A Brittain 6-10-0 ....... Harry Russell (5) 95
2 (5) 5863113 BAYSTON HILL 26 (P) M Usher 6-9-12 ..........................  Stevie Donohoe 95
3 (9) 0311095 MADEEH 18 (T;D) P Kirby 4-9-11 ..........................................  Oisin Murphy 85
4 (6) -242410 ENMESHING 19 (CD) A Dunn 7-9-10 ...........................  Daniel Muscutt l99
5 (3) 67652-3 PERFECT GRACE J82 (T;BF) K Frost 4-9-9 ................. Ray Dawson (5) 97
6 (2) 176-412 KIRTLING 26 (T;CD) A Brown 9-9-7 ....................................  Jack Mitchell 98
7 (7) 5190112 LADY ELYSIA 26 (P;D) E J-Houghton 4-9-6 ............. Georgia Dobie (5) 95
8 (1) 7848 MCALESTER 29 (PH) T Dascombe 3-9-6 .............................. Jane Elliott 97
9 (8) 368/43- MUFTAKKER 497 J Norton 6-9-2 .........................................  Jack Garritty 89
BETTING: 3 Lady Elysia, 4 International Law, 11-2 Bayston Hill, 6 Perfect Grace

8.00 BETWAY NOVICE STAKES (5); value to the winner 
£3,429; 1m 4f. (9 runners)

1 (9) 436 CAPTAIN HADDOCK 15 (P) H Dunlop 3-9-5 ....................... Luke Morris 85
2 (3) 7 COMMANDER OF WAR 125 J Chapple-Hyam 3-9-5 ..  Stevie Donohoe —
3 (2)  DALT VILA J31 J Osborne 3-9-5 .......................................... Shane W Kelly —
4 (4) 4 FLIGHT PATH 98 J Chapple-Hyam 3-9-5 ....................................  Tim Clark —
5 (6) 8333 GALAHAD THREEPWOOD 10 M Channon 3-9-5 ...........  Jack Mitchell 86
6 (5) 004 IRISH MASTER 9 P McEntee 3-9-5 ..........................  Grace McEntee (5) 95
7 (8) 2-32 LAW OF ONE 24 (BF) Sir M Stoute 3-9-5 .......................  Oisin Murphy l99
8 (1) 64 IRENE’S DREAM 50 B Meehan 3-9-0 .................................. Hayley Turner —
9 (7) 9 MEGANS APPROACH 80 R Charlton 3-9-0 .........  Thomas Greatrex (3) —
BETTING: 4-5 Law Of One, 3 Galahad Threepwood, 8 Captain Haddock, Flight Path

8.30 BETWAY CASINO NOVICE STAKES (5); value to the 
winner £3,429; 5f. (11 runners)

1 (7) 31 MAY THE SIXTH 26 (CD) S Dixon 3-9-5 ................  Jonathan Fisher (5) 91
2 (8) 9-880 RAABEH 11 A Brittain 3-9-3 ............................................  Harry Russell (5) 97
3 (5) 6 WALLGATE 46 (T) D Carroll 3-9-3 .............................................. Tom Eaves —
4 (4) 4 BLUE STREAK 16 S Dixon 3-8-12 ............................................. Luke Morris —
5 (6) 0990-7 DABBERSGIRL 26 (BH) M Mullineaux 3-8-12 ........................  Phil Dennis —
6 (10) 857 DIAMONDS DREAM 16 F Bishop 3-8-12 .......................  Robbie Downey 95
7 (3)  EBBIANO J Goldie 3-8-12 .............................................. Stefano Cherchi (5) —
8 (11) 070-467 HIDE YOUR HEART 28 (T) D Loughnane 4-8-12 ..... Stevie Donohoe l99
9 (9) 6577705 LA CHICA LOBO 26 (H) L Williamson 3-8-12 ...........  Harrison Shaw (3) 98
10 (1) 5324- LOVE LOVE 493 R Hannon 3-8-12 ......................................... Oisin Murphy —
11 (2) 83 MARIETTY 140 H Candy 3-8-12 ........................................ Ray Dawson (5) 75
BETTING: 7-4 Love Love, 2 Marietty, 5 May The Sixth, 10 Wallgate, 12 Blue Streak

2.00  EBF ATHASI STAKES (GROUP 3) (1) value 
to the winner €39,000; 7f  (15 runners)
1 5-8812 BEST ON STAGE 14 (P)

(12) P Twomey 4-9-3 . . . . Declan McDonogh 95
Runs: 15 Wins: 2 (G) Places: 2 €39,094
 Improved form of late, but doubts about this further drop in trip
2 -20050 COME SEPTEMBER 17

(8) G Cromwell 4-9-3 . . . . . . . . Gary Carroll 95
Runs: 12 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 1 €25,626
 Still chasing a first win for this yard and others make more appeal
3 11-340 SILK FOREST 85 (BF,C,D)

(10) P Twomey 4-9-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Billy Lee 92
Runs: 7 Wins: 2 (G) Places: 2 €53,534
 Smart from the front last season, but form has been lacking this term
4 334817 SIMPLY A BREEZE 14 (PH)

(5) J Feane 4-9-3 . . . . . . . . . .Kevin Manning l99
Runs: 8 Wins: 1 (S) Places: 3 €15,086
 Easily dismissed in similar contests either side of her maiden win, avoid
5 433755 A NEW DAWN 43 (C)

(4) J P O’Brien 3-9-2 . . . . . . . .Shane Crosse 97
Runs: 15 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 5 €53,800
 Has went close at this level plenty of times, but has yet to land one
6 -14230 BARANIYA 49 (P;D)

(3) D K Weld 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oisin Orr 90
Runs: 6 Wins: 1 Places: 2 €15,594
 Poor in a hcap latest, but claims on her third in a Listed here two runs back
7 753105 DARKEST 14 (B;D)

(1) A P O’Brien 3-9-2. . . . . . . Wayne Lordan 74
Runs: 12 Wins: 1 Places: 3 €12,342
 Drop in trip should suit after she tried to make all over a mile here
8 63610 HIDDEN SKY 42

(7) A Watson (Uk) 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . .Ben Coen 76
Runs: 5 Wins: 1 (F) €4,401
 UK raider, respected making the trip over, but might lack a bit of toe
9 063042 MISS MYERS 11 (D)

(11) M C Grassick 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . Gavin Ryan 85
Runs: 13 Wins: 1 (S) Places: 1 €25,277
 Decent efforts in handicaps, but this requires much more, dismiss
10 1-389 RIDENZA 85 (D)

(9) M Halford 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . Ronan Whelan 98
Runs: 4 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 1 €13,555
 Thought highly of by connections, but needs to prove it now, fancied
11 114854 ROCKET SCIENCE 11 (D)

(15) J Harrington 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . Shane Foley 89
Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (G)  €21,145
 Going well without threatening since her hcap win, best watched
12 65214 SECRET PULSE 14

(6) G Keane 3-9-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Joe Doyle 82
Runs: 5 Wins: 1 Places: 1 €12,123
 Shaped as though the drop to this trip would suit here the last day
13 522117 SO WONDERFUL 50 (B)

(13) A P O’Brien 3-9-2. . . .Seamie Heffernan 98
Runs: 17 Wins: 2 (S) Places: 8 €126,358
 Good run came to an end at the top level, no disgrace in that, big chance
14 322538 SOUL SEARCH 14 (CD)

(2) G M Lyons 3-9-2. . . . . . . . . . Colin Keane 94
Runs: 14 Wins: 1 Places: 7 €71,813
 Disappointing here over a mile last month, needs to bounce back
15 1-212 WITH THANKS 21 (BF,D)

(14) W Haggas (Uk) 3-9-2 . . . . . Chris Hayes 91
Runs: 4 Wins: 2 (2S) Places: 2 €17,824
 Lightly raced UK raider for a yard that makes their trips over here matter

BETTING: 9-2 So Wonderful, 6 With Thanks, 8 A New Dawn, Best 
On Stage, 10 Soul Search, Rocket Science, Simply A Breeze

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 2   3   1-2   5   5
2019: Happen 3-8-11, R Moore 11-4 (A P O’Brien), dr 6, 10 ran.

1.30 GLENCAIRN STAKES (LISTED) (1) value to 
the winner €22,500; 1m  (12 runners)
1 3-8122 LAUGHIFUWANT 15 (BF,D)

(1) G Keane 5-9-9 . . . . . . . . . . . Colin Keane 90
Runs: 16 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 8 €146,481
 Speedy, went down narrowly the last twice at Listed and Group level

2 504257 QUIZICAL 16 (D)
(9) Ms Sheila Lavery 5-9-9. .Robbie Colgan 86

Runs: 28 Wins: 3 (S,G) Places: 5 €84,779
 More poor runs than good this season and others are preferred, avoid

3 03-034 RAISE YOU 8 (D)
(6) J P O’Brien 4-9-9 . . . . . . . .Shane Crosse 80

Runs: 8 Wins: 2 (GS,G) Places: 2 €42,466
 Much more like it at Leopardstown, but not sure about drop to a mile

4 189371 SALTONSTALL 22 (P,T;D)
(5) A McGuinness 6-9-9. . . . . . . Gavin Ryan l99

Runs: 29 Wins: 5 (2S,2G) Places: 4 €183,635
 Impressive at Limerick, but he faces better rivals here, place claims

5 905503 SPANISH TENOR 11 (D)
(2) T Doyle 6-9-9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oisin Orr 82

Runs: 30 Wins: 3 (2S) Places: 6 €52,046
 A few years since he last ran well at this level, others appeal more

6 211163 FAME AND ACCLAIM 33 (D)
(11) J P O’Brien 3-9-7 . . . Declan McDonogh 89

Runs: 10 Wins: 3 (S,G) Places: 4 €49,820
 Better latest, but still needs to up his game to trouble the best of these

7 -55615 FISCAL RULES 21
(10) J S Bolger 3-9-7 . . . . . . . .Kevin Manning 85

Runs: 6 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 1 €36,147
 Aimed high all season, but has yet to show he merits it, hard to fancy

8 017737 FLAMING MOON 22 (D)
(3) M J Smith 3-9-7 . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Ewing 79

Runs: 12 Wins: 2 (S) Places: 3 €26,422
 Toughened up from handicapping, but he should struggle here, avoid

9 31227- HARPOCRATES 416 (TH;BF,C)
(12) J Harrington 3-9-7 . . . . . . . . Shane Foley 89

Runs: 8 Wins: 1 (G) Places: 4 €58,254
 One to watch in the market on this first run since leaving Ballydoyle

10 231431 EPONA PLAYS 43 (D)
(8) W McCreery 3-9-5. . . . . . . . . . . . Billy Lee 95

Runs: 9 Wins: 2 (G) Places: 3 €44,527
 Winner of a Group 3 last time, so clear claims dropped to Listed level

11 832622 STORMY BELLE 14 (T)
(4) P A Fahy 6-9-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Ben Coen 78

Runs: 50 Wins: 5 (3S,G) Places: 11 €105,808
 Good run from the rear to take second in a similar heat last month

12 15- ONE LAST LOOK 465
(7) G M Lyons 3-9-2. . . . . . . . . . Gary Carroll 90

Runs: 2 Wins: 1 (G) €17,703
Not seen since bumping into superstar filly Love as a juvenile, interesting

BETTING: 4 Saltonstall, 11-2 Epona Plays, 6 Laughifuwant, 7 Fiscal 
Rules, 8 Fame And Acclaim, Harpocrates, 10 Raise You, 12 One Last 
Look, Stormy Belle, 14 Spanish Tenor, 20 Quizical, 25 Flaming Moon

WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 4   2   3   6   1
2019: Flight Risk 8-9-9, K Manning 11-4 Fav (J S Bolger), 5, 9 ran.

12.40 PADDY’S SUPER ENHANCEMENTS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(DIV 1); 4-y-o; winner €7,200; 2m. (16 runners) 1.10 PADDY’S SUPER ENHANCEMENTS MAIDEN HURDLE 

(DIV 2); 4-y-o; winner €7,200; 2m. (16 runners)

1.42 PADDY POWER ONSIDE APP MARES MAIDEN HURDLE; 
value to the winner €7,200; 2m 4f. (16 runners)

2.15 PADDY’S REWARDS CLUB EBF NOVICE HURDLE 
(LISTED); winner €18,000; 3m. (8 runners)

2.46 PADDY POWER THE HORSES MOUTH PODCAST EBF 
NOVICE CHASE (GRD 3); €21,000; 2m 4f. (11 runners)

3.20 PADDY POWER CORK GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP 
CHASE; winner €24,000; 3m 4f. (19 runners)

LINGFIELD
TEMPLEGATE

TOM PEPPER

12.55 .............................................. Conkwell Legend
1.25 .....................................................................Delface
1.55 ........................................................Nocte Volatus
2.30...............................................................Versatility
3.00 ...............................................................Martinhal
3.35 ..................................................................Larcadio
4.05 ....................................................... Poker Master

12.55 ................................................................ Loughan
1.25 ......................................................... Arizona Glory
1.55 ............................................................Broke Away
2.30.....................................................Sussex Ranger
3.00 ............................................................Alaphilippe
3.35 .........................................................Full Of Roque
4.05 ...................................................................Outisaid

GOING: HEAVY (SOFT)

12.55 NOVICE HURDLE (Class 4); winner 
£3,769; 2m. (9 runners)

1.25 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (5); 
winner £2,989; 2m. (9 runners)

1.55 HANDICAP HURDLE (5); winner 
£2,794; 2m. (12 runners)

2.30 NOVICE CAP CHASE (3); winner 
£7,018; 2m 7f 110yds. (9 runners)

3.00 NH MAIDEN HURDLE (4); winner 
£3,769; 2m 3f 110yds. (7 runners)

3.35 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (5); 
winner £2,989; 2m 4f. (8 runners)

4.05 HANDICAP HURDLE (5); winner 
£2,794; 2m 3f 110yds. (11 runners)

FORM

3.53 WHATODDSPADDY HANDICAP HURDLE (80-116); 
value to the winner €6,600; 2m. (10 runners)

4.25 MALLOW MARES (PRO/AM) FLAT RACE; value to the 
winner €6,000; 2m. (8 runners)

12.30 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF MAIDEN; 2-y-o; value to 
the winner €9,300; 6f. (18 runners)

1 (12)  APOLLO THIRTEEN A P O’Brien 9-7 ......................................  Colin Keane —
2 (20) 60406 DOTS DE FEETYA 2 D Bunyan 9-7 ..............................  Mikey Sheehy (7) 75
3 (11) 064520 FINE DISTRACTION 9 (B,T) D Bunyan 9-7 ......................... Leigh Roche 78
4 (18)  GREY IVY F G Hand 9-7 ......................................................... Robbie Colgan —
5 (17) 43 GRIGADALE 17 J P Fahey 9-7 .............................................. Ross Coakley 77
6 (15) 03 METAPHORICAL 11 A P O’Brien 9-7 .....................  Seamie Heffernan l99
7 (14) 352 MICKEY THE STEEL 10 (T) J Murray 9-7 .................................  Joe Doyle 95
8 (7) 63 SASSIFIED 123 J P Murtagh 9-7 ...................................................  Ben Coen —
9 (2) 06 SHOOT THE BREEZE 10 R O’Brien 9-7 ...............  Donagh O’Connor (3) —
10 (19)  STORM LEGEND J Oxx 9-7 ........................................................ Chris Hayes —
11 (9) 002 STYLISTIC APPROACH 11 J S Bolger 9-7 ...................... Kevin Manning —
12 (3) 94 THE PIANO PLAYER 8 A P O’Brien 9-7.............................. Wayne Lordan —
13 (5)  VOCAL RING J S Bolger 9-7 .......................................................  Rory Cleary —
14 (8) 08 BALTINGLASS ABBEY 2 M C Grassick 9-2.....................  Gavin Ryan (3) —
15 (10)  CLAONADH W McCreery 9-2 ........................................  Nathan Crosse (5) —
16 (13) 702 ELANORA 14 M C Grassick 9-2...................................................... Billy Lee 85
17 (4) 8243 GIULIANA 21 J Harrington 9-2 ..................................................  Shane Foley —
18 (21) 9 MOLLY GRUE 45 T Collins 9-2 ............................................  Ronan Whelan —
19 (1) 06 PALLASMORE LASS 14 G O’Leary 9-2 ...................................... RESERVE —
20 (16) 00 KALU PANDE 4 J P O’Brien 9-7 ..................................................... RESERVE —
21 (6) 0 GIMME A WINK 14 P Byrne 9-2 .................................................... RESERVE —
BETTING: 7-2 Giuliana, 5 Mickey The Steel, 6 Metaphorical, 7 Apollo Thirteen, 
Stylistic Approach, Elanora, 8 The Piano Player, 12 Vocal Ring, Sassified
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 3   2   8
2019: Elusive King 9-5 Chris Hayes 7-1 (K J Condon) drawn 14, 22 ran.

1.00 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF MAIDEN; 2-y-o; value to 
the winner €9,300; 1m. (18 runners)

1 (15) 9 ASTRAPI 19 T Cooper 9-7 ....................................................... Leigh Roche 71
2 (1) 08 CAPTAIN ROCK 11 Anthony Mullins 9-7 .....................  Luke McAteer (5) —
3 (9) 534 DUBLIN JOURNAL 29 J S Bolger 9-7 ..............................  Kevin Manning 77
4 (3)  DUNMAIN POWER J P O’Brien 9-7 ............................  Declan McDonogh —
5 (7) 0 ENGER 22 M J Byrne 9-7 ................................................................. Joe Doyle —
6 (18)  GLOBAL WELFARE J S Bolger 9-7 ...................................  Willie Byrne (7) —
7 (2)  KEY TO THE KINGDOM A P O’Brien 9-7 ........................... Wayne Lordan —
8 (19) 4 KING OF THE CASTLE 13 A P O’Brien 9-7 .............. Seamie Heffernan 77
9 (16)  MAX MAYHEM (HH) J P O’Brien 9-7 ................................... Shane Crosse —
10 (5)  MODUS OPERANDI A P O’Brien 9-7 ..................................  Padraig Beggy —
11 (8)  MONTEPULCIANO John Murphy 9-7 ................................ Robbie Colgan —
12 (21)  PARLIAMENT HILL John Murphy 9-7 ........................................... Oisin Orr —
13 (13)  RAKISH PADDY A Slattery 9-7 .........................................  Andy Slattery (3) —
14 (12) 03 RAVE N CONTAGION 13 M  Mulvany 9-7 ............................ Gary Carroll 77
15 (17)  TAIPAN J Harrington 9-7 .............................................................  Shane Foley —
16 (4) 4 TEAM OF FIRSTS 25 G M Lyons 9-7 ..................................  Colin Keane l99
17 (20)  TRUTH TWISTERS D Cullen 9-7 ...........................................  Ross Coakley —
18 (10) 4 ZARALION 29 G A Kingston 9-7 ....................................................... Billy Lee —
19 (11) 6 HERECOMESHARRY 8 F G Hand 9-7 ......................................... RESERVE —
20 (14) 99 MODDY PODDLE 29 S Lavery 9-2 ............................................... RESERVE —
21 (6) 70 NO NEVER AGAIN 16 M J Smith 9-7 ........................................... RESERVE —
BETTING: 5 King Of The Castle, 11-2 Dublin Journal, 6 Team Of Firsts, Key To The 
Kingdom, Modus Operandi, 8 Max Mayhem, 10 Dunmain Power, Rave N Contagion
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   1-2
2019: Nobel Prize 9-5 D O’Brien 6-4 JtFav (A P O’Brien) drawn 16, 17 ran.

2.35 NAAS NURSERY HANDICAP; 2-y-o; value to the 
winner €9,300; 7f. (14 runners)

1 (6) 34271 ALEX D 22 (B;D) G M Lyons 9-10 ............................................ Colin Keane 85
2 (13) 7146 HUDDLE UP 14 (H) W McCreery 9-9 ......................... Nathan Crosse (5) 93
3 (9) 0422 LET ME PASS 11 (BF) M Halford 9-7 ................................ Ronan Whelan 90
4 (10) 3302 HECTOR DE MARIS 15 (BF) A P O’Brien 9-6 .....  Seamie Heffernan l99
5 (11) 646 IOWA 21 A P O’Brien 9-6 ......................................................  Wayne Lordan 85
6 (5) 00601 HOT VOICE 13 (D) J S Bolger 9-4 .....................................  Kevin Manning 93
7 (14) 13606 NO STOPPING HER 8 (D) J Davison 9-3 ...........  Dylan McMonagle (5) 90
8 (7) 6741402 MOONHALL GIRL 8 (D) P Hayes 9-2 ..................................  Tom Madden 95
9 (2) 066 TRUE ARTIST 36 G O’Leary 9-2 .............................................. Chris Hayes 89
10 (4) 5383 SHEER CHANCE 8 J P O’Brien 9-0 .............................  Mikey Sheehy (7) 93
11 (8) 0085 ALEEN CUST 15 (P) J Harrington 8-11 ..................................  Shane Foley 98
12 (12) 870352 WHITE PEPPER 13 (P) G Cromwell 8-11 ............................... Gary Carroll 94
13 (3) 6324387 VOCITO 15 J S Bolger 8-9 .........................................................  Rory Cleary 97
14 (1) 4961846 DREAMS DELIVERED 14 (B) D Bunyan 8-6 ...................... Leigh Roche 95
BETTING: 4 Hector De Maris, 9-2 Hot Voice, 7 Alex D, 8 Let Me Pass, White Pepper,

3.05 NAAS NURSERY OF CHAMPIONS HANDICAP; value to 
the winner €9,300; 1m 2f. (12 runners)

1 (7) 1-67731 THE NAMES JOCK 8 (D) J E Kiely 4-10-0 ............... Mikey Sheehy (7) l99
2 (5) 2259264 IN FROM THE COLD 6 (C) M Mulvany 3-9-10 ................  Sam Ewing (7) 88
3 (4) 19 BLACKPOINT 14 J E Kiely 4-9-6...................................  Luke McAteer (5) 85
4 (6) 0807316 MEMYSELFANDMOI 14 (T) J P O’Brien 4-9-5 .  Dylan McMonagle (5) 88
5 (8) 1-06545 BRING US PARADISE 31 L Comer 4-9-2 .........................  Shane Crosse 89
6 (2) 18-0386 LEAGAN GAEILGE 8 (P;C) B Duke 4-9-1 ........................  Kevin Manning 97
7 (1) /0580-7 SATISFY 223 B A Murphy 6-9-1................................ Gearoid Brouder (7) 98
8 (10) 4081745 ULTRA PRIDE 8 (PH;D) S Lavery 4-8-13.........................  Robbie Colgan 92
9 (11) 5140-00 SOVEREIGNS BRIGHT 8 (D) S Lavery 4-8-11 .................... Mark Enright 86
10 (3) 5144142 THEFAITHFULINDIAN 10 (T) A A Howard 5-8-10 ............... Colin Keane 89
11 (12) 1513221 NEWGIRLINTOWN 25 (P;D) G O’Leary 4-8-6 ...................... Chris Hayes 89
12 (9) 4811866 IVY AVENUE 15 (P) J S Bolger 3-8-6......................................  Rory Cleary 90
BETTING: 7-2 The Names Jock, 4 Thefaithfulindian, 5 In From The Cold

3.40 NAAS MAIDEN; value to the winner €6,600;  
1m 2f. (16 runners)

1 (17) 94 MAYSONLIGHT 24 J G Murphy 4-9-10 .................................. Gary Carroll 77
2 (4)  PRO BONO J20 P Hayes 5-9-10 ..............................................  Tom Madden —
3 (10)  ZERO TEN J225 E Mullins 7-9-10 .................................. Seamie Heffernan —
4 (3) 82 BEYOND HAPPY 11 J S Bolger 3-9-7 ..............................  Kevin Manning 92
5 (1) 6744 BIG ISLAND 15 (P) J Feane 3-9-7 ...................................... Gavin Ryan (3) 98
6 (9) 5324233 LORD PARK 15 (T;BF) M Halford 3-9-7 .......................  Ronan Whelan l99
7 (13) 8050 PECKHAM SPRINGS 15 P Stafford 3-9-7 .................................... Billy Lee 76
8 (2) 4-0336 TIMOURID 93 (VH) D K Weld 3-9-7 ........................................ Chris Hayes 98
9 (12)  TURBULENCE John Murphy 3-9-7 ..................................... Robbie Colgan —
10 (11) 57 JOSEPHINA 9 (T) A Mullins 7-9-5................................... Luke McAteer (5) —
11 (7) 63505 AWKWAFINA 14 (P) J W Davison 3-9-2 ...............................  Shane Foley 87
12 (15) 23-8944 AZILA 19 (V) D K Weld 3-9-2 ........................................................... Oisin Orr 83
13 (5)  CLOSE THE DOOR T Foley 3-9-2 .......................................  Willie Byrne (7) —
14 (8) 3342 MENAGERIE 19 J P O’Brien 3-9-2 ...............................  Mikey Sheehy (7) 86
15 (14) 3- PERSIAN QUEEN 399 N Meade 3-9-2 ...................................  Colin Keane —
16 (16)  SMILE AT ME J P O’Brien 3-9-2 ...................................  Declan McDonogh —
17 (6)  MIJUL ANGEL B A Murphy 4-9-5 .................................................. RESERVE —
18 (19) 0800 WONDER FULLBRIGHT 9 D Hogan 3-9-7.................................. RESERVE —
19 (18) 09 MAROONERS ROCK 24 J P Murtagh 3-9-7 .............................. RESERVE —
BETTING: 3 Zero Ten, 9-2 Menagerie, 5 Persian Queen, 7 Beyond Happy, Timourid

ONE LAST LOVE (1.30 
Naas) has not been 

seen since running well 
behind Love last year 

at Leopadstown. If she 
retains her ablity she 
could surprise a few.
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TOM PEPPER

HOT ‘N NOT

TRAINER TRACE

IN THE MONEY

UNDER ORDERS

TOP TRAINERS

TOP JOCKEYS

12.30 ..............................Sassified
1.00 ............. King Of The Castle
1.30 .......................Raise You (nb)
2.00 ............................Silk Forest
2.35 .......................... Let Me Pass
3.05.............................Blackpoint
3.40 ................ LORD PARK (nap)

12.30 ............. Mickey The Steel
1.00 ..................... Dublin Journal
1.30 ............................Epona Plays
2.00 ........................ With Thanks
2.35 .............................Aleen Cust
3.05.....................Newgirlintown
3.40 ..................... Persian Queen

nTIC-TAC: R-H a circuit of one mile 
and four furlongs. 8 fences to a circuit. 
nLEADING TRAINERS: W P Mullins 
42-129. nTOP JOCKEY: P Townend 
22-88.  nLONGEST TRAVELLER: 
Patience Patience (12.40) 370 miles. 
nJACKPOT: 3-6. nTRAINERFAX: G 
Elliott won the 2.15 in 2016 and 2017. W 
P Mullins won the 4.25 in 2015, 2016 and 
2018. M F Morris won the 2.46 in 2011, 
2012 and 2016. nLIVE ON RACING TV

12.40 ................Thegranaghman
1.10 ...............................King’s Vow
1.42 ..............................Toor Hawk
2.15 ................... Ragnar Lodbrok
2.46 ................... Heaven Help Us
3.20..................................Out Sam
3.53 ..............................Dreal Deal
4.25 ......................... April’s Moon

WE’RE THE TOPS FOR TIPPINGWOLVES EVENING CARD & START OF SUNDAY CARDS FavouriteFavourite
CORK JUMPERS GOING: SOFT (YIELDING IN PLACES)
EAMONN HAMES

NAAS RUNNERS GOING: SOFT TO HEAVY
EAMONN HAMES

WOLVERHAMPTON
TEMPLEGATE    TOM PEPPER

4.30 ..........................Dewey Road
5.00 ........................................Frow
5.30.................................. Luscifer
6.00 ............. Fivehundredmiles
6.30 ............................. Dark Devil
7.00 ............. Beatbybeatbybeat
7.30 ...............International Law
8.00 ........................... Law Of One
8.30......................May The Sixth

4.30 .......................Aerion Power
5.00 ......................... Rockesbury
5.30....................Dubai Elegance
6.00 ............. Fivehundredmiles
6.30 ............................Don’t Joke
7.00 ................................. Fitzrovia
7.30 ...........................Bayston Hill
8.00 ...... Galahad Threepwood
8.30...............................Love Love

4.30 PLAY LADBROKES 5-A-SIDE ON FOOTBALL NURSERY 
(Class 4); 2-y-o; winner £4,464; 7f. (10 runners)

5.00 BOMBARDIER BRITISH HOPPED AMBER BEER HCAP 
(DIV 1) (6); winner £2,782; 7f. (12 runners)

5.30 BOMBARDIER BRITISH HOPPED AMBER BEER HCAP 
(DIV 2) (6); winner £2,782; 7f. (12 runners)

6.00 BOMBARDIER ‘MARCH TO YOUR OWN DRUM’ HCAP 
(DIV 1) (6); winner £2,782; 1m 1f. (13 runners)

6.30 BOMBARDIER ‘MARCH TO YOUR OWN DRUM’ HCAP 
(DIV 2) (6); winner £2,782; 1m 1f. (13 runners)

7.00 READ ANDREW BALDING ON BETWAY INSIDER 
HANDICAP (6); £2,782; 1m 1f 104yds. (13 runners)

7.30 HEED YOUR HUNCH AT BETWAY HANDICAP (6); 
value to the winner £2,782; 1m 4f. (9 runners)

8.00 BETWAY NOVICE STAKES (5); value to the winner 
£3,429; 1m 4f. (9 runners)

8.30 BETWAY CASINO NOVICE STAKES (5); value to the 
winner £3,429; 5f. (11 runners)

2.00  EBF ATHASI STAKES (GROUP 3) (1) value 
to the winner €39,000; 7f  (15 runners)

1.30 GLENCAIRN STAKES (LISTED) (1) value to 
the winner €22,500; 1m  (12 runners)

12.40 PADDY’S SUPER ENHANCEMENTS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(DIV 1); 4-y-o; winner €7,200; 2m. (16 runners)

1 7 APPIAN WAY 32 C O’Brien 11-9 ..........................................  Harry Cleary (7) 91
2 BARNEY STINSON M F Morris 11-9..............................  Rachael Blackmore —
3 6 CHRISTMAS JUMPER 25 E P Harty 11-9 .............................  Sean Flanagan —
4 9 CRATLOE 22 M J McDonagh 11-9 ........................... Mark McDonagh (7) l99
5 7- FRAMBOSIN BOY 268 D Leahy 11-9................................ Simon Torrens (5) —
6 00 GLEN ROBIN 30 P Nolan 11-9 ..................................................  Bryan Cooper 84
7 P GLOBETROTTERSIVOLA 7 P J Rothwell 11-9 ......... James O’Sullivan (7) —
8 HAMMER TO FALL K Coleman 11-9 ..................................  Ben Kennedy (7) —
9 09- IRISH ART F139 G Elliott 11-9 .............................................  Keith Donoghue 73
10  LOUP DE TALLANE E Griffin 11-9 ................................................. Ricky Doyle —
11 6- PATIENCE PATIENCE 306 (H) V Magnier 11-9 .....................  Conor Orr (5) —
12  PATS GIFT J P Broderick 11-9 .................................................. Denis O’Regan —
13 7 THEGRANAGHMAN 41 A Leahy 11-9 ..............................  Darragh O’Keeffe —
14 0 IT’S ALL MERCY 59 J J Walsh 11-2 .........................  Ambrose McCurtin (5) —
15  PORTION CONTROL C Byrnes 11-2 ................................... Donal McInerney —
16 00 XIMYERG 23 P J Rothwell 11-2....................................................... Adam Short —
17 50 JESINA 19 J Harrington 11-2 ............................................................... RESERVE —
18  GENOIS E Bolger 11-9 ........................................................................... RESERVE —
BETTING: 3 Barney Stinson, 7 Christmas Jumper, 15-2 Patience Patience, 8 Portion 
Control, Thegranaghman, Cratloe, 12 Irish Art, Pats Gift
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   3   1
2019: Tiger Voice 11-7 Rachael Blackmore 9-4 Fav (H De Bromhead), 22 ran.

1.10 PADDY’S SUPER ENHANCEMENTS MAIDEN HURDLE 
(DIV 2); 4-y-o; winner €7,200; 2m. (16 runners)

1 P BLAZE OF LIGHT 58 (TH) T O’Brien 11-9....................................... Ian Power —
2 80 BORDER BATTLE 21 (T) S M Duffy 11-9 .........................  Keith Donoghue 93
3 8-P DUNGANS WELL 41 (TH) E Doyle 11-9 .......................... Donagh Meyler l99
4 FUTURE GOLD F15 T Mullins 11-9 ........................................... Jack Foley (7) —
5 06 GALYPSO CLERMONT 29 P Nolan 11-9....................... Adam Williams (7) 74
6 GENERAL MORIVIERE J P Broderick 11-9 ................................  Mark Walsh —
7 9- GLENSWILLY BOY 256 T Donohue 11-9 ....................  Richard Condon (7) —
8 HURRICANE CLIFF F121 H De Bromhead 11-9 .......  Rachael Blackmore —
9 INDEVANGO V Halley 11-9 ..........................................................  Phillip Enright —
10 200 JAMES HOBAN 59 J M Barrett 11-9 ........................................  Danny Mullins —
11  KILLYBEGS JUNIOR A L Moore 11-9 ........................................  Niall Madden —
12  KING’S VOW F21 (PH,TH) J P O’Brien 11-9 ................................... J J Slevin —
13 8 PANIC OVER 20 P J Rothwell 11-9 ............................... James O’Sullivan (7) —
14 P SHOTGUN WILLIE 68 (TH) P J Rothwell 11-9 ........................... Adam Short —
15  TEMPTATIONINMILAN C Byrnes 11-9 .............................. Donal McInerney —
16 0 GENIE MAKKER 21 P Nolan 11-2.......................................... S Kavanagh (7) 92
17  MR BROGUE S Braddish 11-9 ............................................................ RESERVE —
18  GARDENIA BORGET E Doyle 11-2.................................................... RESERVE —
19 2- INDIANA JONES 400 (PH) M F Morris 11-9 ................................... RESERVE —
BETTING: 10-11 King’s Vow, 7-4 Hurricane Cliff, 10 Temptationinmilan, 12 General 
Moriviere, 16 James Hoban, Killybegs Junior, 25 Genie Makker, Glenswilly Boy

1.42 PADDY POWER ONSIDE APP MARES MAIDEN HURDLE; 
value to the winner €7,200; 2m 4f. (16 runners)

1 0-P0 BALLINACRAE 37 P C O’Connor 5-11-9 ................................  Phillip Enright —
2 0/0447- COMMANDER LADY 248 J Harrington 5-11-9 ............  Sean O’Keeffe (3) 79
3 31-48 EMMA PRADA 33 S Doyle 5-11-9 ................................................  Mark Walsh 74
4 05- GLENDINE SUSIE 248 R P Cody 6-11-9 .......................... Simon Torrens (5) —
5 P-700 LADY MACADY 3 A Fogarty 6-11-9 .................................  Shane Mulcahy (7) —
6 /443FF- LITTLE TOKEN 241 J P O’Keeffe 5-11-9 ............................. Mr T Feeney (7) 87
7 1335P-2 MAJESTIC MAID 54 (T) M G Kennedy 5-11-9 ............... Paddy Kennedy l99
8 1/58- NELL’S WELL 291 S O O’Brien 6-11-9 ....................  Ambrose McCurtin (5) —
9 B0/396- PSYCHEE DU BRIZAIS 307 D P Ryan 6-11-9 ................  Darragh O’Keeffe —
10  RED VERMILLION F10 K Coleman 5-11-9 ........................  Ben Kennedy (7) —
11  SWEET SCOTCH R P Cody 5-11-9 .........................................  Donagh Meyler —
12  TISADREAM H De Bromhead 5-11-9 ............................  Rachael Blackmore —
13 4- TOOR HAWK 229 M Flynn 6-11-9 .................................................... Ian Power 90
14 6-5 CIAO BELLA 37 E Doyle 4-11-5 ................................................  Sean Flanagan —
15 7-9 GOULE PIATTE 17 (T) C O’Keeffe 4-11-5 .....................  Dylan Robinson (3) —
16 49 PADDY WICKLA 10 (T) P J Rothwell 4-11-5 .............. James O’Sullivan (7) —
17 3382-0 DAPHNE MOON 19 G Elliott 5-11-9 .................................................. RESERVE —
18 F-88 ALMA MAHLER 15 D Barry 6-11-9 .................................................... RESERVE —
19 7 MUSICAL MELODY 27 J M Lee 5-11-9 ............................................ RESERVE —
BETTING: 13-8 Majestic Maid, 6 Tisadream, 13-2 Commander Lady, 15-2 Emma 
Prada, 8 Little Token, 10 Toor Hawk, Ciao Bella, 12 Nell’s Well
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1
2019: Minella Melody 5-11-7 R Blackmore 4-6 Fav (H De Bromhead), 12 ran.

2.15 PADDY’S REWARDS CLUB EBF NOVICE HURDLE 
(LISTED); winner €18,000; 3m. (8 runners)

1 /8600-0 ALLEZ GEORGE 31 J Barcoe 6-11-2 ............................... Darragh O’Keeffe 71
2 -315112 GOODBYE SOMEDAY 28 J E Kiely 6-11-2 ......................  Denis O’Regan l99
3 622-121 JIMMY JIMMY 33 G Elliott 5-11-2 ................................................  Mark Walsh 94
4 34-1 RAGNAR LODBROK 25 G Elliott 5-11-2 ................................ Jack Kennedy 96
5 4/243-1 YOUNG TED 32 (D) N Meade 6-11-2 ....................................  Sean Flanagan 96
6 11 FORMAL ORDER 21 (P,T) M J Smith 4-11-1 ...................  Keith Donoghue 93
7 1633-21 DARRENS HOPE 15 R Murphy 6-10-9 .................................  Paul Townend 92
8 0-2132 FLEMINGS DREAM 27 R P Cody 5-10-9 ................... Rachael Blackmore 88
BETTING: 7-4 Goodbye Someday, 11-4 Ragnar Lodbrok, 6 Young Ted, 13-2 Jimmy 
Jimmy, 8 Formal Order, Darrens Hope, 14 Flemings Dream, 200 Allez George
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   1   5
2019: Well Set Up 6-10-7 Ricky Doyle 3-1 (Mark Fahey), 5 ran.

2.46 PADDY POWER THE HORSES MOUTH PODCAST EBF 
NOVICE CHASE (GRD 3); €21,000; 2m 4f. (11 runners)

1 223F21- CAPTAIN CJ 259 D A McLoughlin 9-11-10 ......................  Conor Maxwell l99
2 23-1142 POLISHED STEEL 18 (T;D) J Harrington 6-11-8 ................  Paul Townend 94
3 330-123 ANYTHING WILL DO 22 (PH) J P O’Brien 5-11-2 ............  Donagh Meyler 92
4 2219-U1 FOXY JACKS 14 (CD) M F Morris 6-11-2 ............................... Phillip Enright 96
5 1218U-1 HOME BY THE LEE 21 J P O’Brien 5-11-2 .....................................  J J Slevin 97
6 524-PP2 MINISTERFORSPORT 21 (T) N O’Neill 9-11-2................... Denis O’Regan 96
7 94P-411 THE SHUNTER 32 (H) E Mullins 7-11-2 ...................................... Brian Hayes 89
8 843020- TRAINWRECK 236 H De Bromhead 8-11-2 ............... Rachael Blackmore 94
9 4237-21 HEAVEN HELP US 22 P Hennessy 6-10-9 ...........................  Danny Mullins 90
10 -B22122 RAPID RESPONSE 22 J Harrington 6-10-9......................  Paddy Kennedy 87
11 33-3122 WAITNSEE 28 J P Ryan 6-10-9 ................................................  Bryan Cooper 85
BETTING: 7-2 Captain Cj, 4 Heaven Help Us, 13-2 Rapid Response, 7 Home By The 
Lee, Anything Will Do, 15-2 Trainwreck, Polished Steel, 12 The Shunter
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   2   FE   8
2019: Brahma Bull 8-11-3 Brian Hayes 16-1 (W P Mullins), 8 ran.

3.20 PADDY POWER CORK GRAND NATIONAL HANDICAP 
CHASE; winner €24,000; 3m 4f. (19 runners)

1 891-080 CAP YORK 39 (B) N Meade 8-11-10 ............................  Michael Stenson (7) 85
2 PP0P14- GUN DIGGER 224 (B,T) G Elliott 8-11-3 .............................  Paul Cawley (7) 94
3 PP8446- GENERAL PRINCIPLE 224 (B,T) G Elliott 11-11-1 ........ Gavin Brouder (7) 91
4 556-120 HIGH SPARROW 39 (P) J P O’Brien 7-11-1 ....................................  J J Slevin 92
5 040921- PROSPECTUS 229 G Cromwell 7-11-1 .....................  Conor McNamara (5) 91
6 1P3P-65 THE GATECHECKER 29 (B;CD) M Hourigan 10-11-1 ............  Mark Walsh 95
7 55-443F BAY HILL 21 (P) P Roche 9-11-0 ....................................... Darragh O’Keeffe 91
8 161PP-2 ROCKY’S SILVER 12 (P) J Dullea 7-11-0................................  Conor Orr (5) 94

LINGFIELD

nTIC-TAC: left-handed, undulating, just over 1m 4f round, with 
9 easy fences to a circuit and a 200yd run-in. nLEADING 
TRAINERS (2015-2020): G L Moore 13-119, Z Davison 8-48, D 
Skelton 7-27. THIS SEASON: G L Moore 11. nTOP JOCKEYS 
(2015-2020): T Scudamore 8-60, Joshua Moore 7-61, D Jacob 
4-20. THIS SEASON: A Wedge. nLONGEST TRAVELLER: 
Arizona Glory (1.25), Secret Reprieve (2.30), Sabbathical (3.35)  
388 miles. nFIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Conkwell Legend 
(12.55), Impulsive Leader (1.25), Lies About Milan (2.30), Azari 
(4.05). nLIVE ON SKY SPORTS RACING

TEMPLEGATE

TOM PEPPER

12.55 .............................................. Conkwell Legend
1.25 .....................................................................Delface
1.55 ........................................................Nocte Volatus
2.30...............................................................Versatility
3.00 ...............................................................Martinhal
3.35 ..................................................................Larcadio
4.05 ....................................................... Poker Master

12.55 ................................................................ Loughan
1.25 ......................................................... Arizona Glory
1.55 ............................................................Broke Away
2.30.....................................................Sussex Ranger
3.00 ............................................................Alaphilippe
3.35 .........................................................Full Of Roque
4.05 ...................................................................Outisaid

GOING: HEAVY (SOFT)

12.55 NOVICE HURDLE (Class 4); winner 
£3,769; 2m. (9 runners)

1 323- BAIGNARD 252 (HH) N Mitchell 6-10-12.............. D Jacob
2 4- BALLYDOYLE F13 G L Moore 5-10-12 ..... Joshua Moore
3  CHENG GONG F13 N King 4-10-12 ...................... A Wedge
4 33- CONKWELL LEGEND 267 N Mulholland 6-10-12 T Scudamore
5 81- DUBAI GUEST 248 (D) Olly Murphy 5-10-12 .. R Johnson
6 32-6 LOUGHAN 17 (H;BF) D Skelton 5-10-12 ......... B Andrews
7 41-7 MONGOL EMPEROR 16 N Mulholland 5-10-12 . H Reed (3)
8 3- HONEST OSCAR 329 Z Davison 5-10-5 ................ P Fuller
9 3-9 SA ALORS 15 D Bridgwater 4-10-5 ................... B J Powell

Loughan l99, Sa Alors 98, Conkwell Legend 92.
2 Dubai Guest, 5-2 Conkwell Legend, 3 Loughan, 8 Ballydoyle

1.25 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (5); 
winner £2,989; 2m. (9 runners)

1 725- DELFACE 232 (B) D Pipe 7-12-1 ...................... F Gillard (7)
2 07/4 KAPDAD 16 G L Moore 6-11-12 .................. Joshua Moore
3 2-25 COBY NINE 17 (BF) D Bridgwater 7-11-10 ....... B J Powell
4 4464 SWILLY SUNSET 13 A Hales 7-10-11 ............. H Bannister
5 3-45 ARIZONA GLORY 43 E Williams 4-10-10............ A Wedge
6 08-P MAXI JAZZ 11 (PH) P Webber 5-10-8 ............ T J O’Brien
7 00P- SILVRETTA SCHWARZ 297 (H) M Young 5-10-3 ........ D Crosse
8 0PP- INTO THE WOODS 241 (T) J Scott 6-10-0 .................... D Noonan
9 P43- IMPULSIVE LEADER 237 (P) Miss Z Davison 7-10-0 ..... P Fuller

Delface l99, Impulsive Leader 98, Coby Nine 97.
11-4 Coby Nine, 7-2 Arizona Glory, 4 Swilly Sunset, 5 Delface

1.55 HANDICAP HURDLE (5); winner 
£2,794; 2m. (12 runners)

1 67U- MOTDEPAS 235 G L Moore 5-12-5 ....... T Cheesman (5)
2 7P5- GREGARIOUS 230 (P;D) C Dyson 7-12-5 ........ D Noonan
3 84-4 NOCTE VOLATUS 31 T Lacey 5-11-12 ........... S Sheppard
4 -351 GLOBAL WONDER 13 (D) Suzi Best 5-11-7 .. J Tudor (5)
5 513- BROKE AWAY 237 A Dunn 8-11-0 ....................... A Wedge
6 /35- TIME FOR CHAMPERS 339 (H) N Evans 10-10-11 . R Patrick (3)
7 /25- BRANDY CROSS 327 Z Davison 6-10-11 ....... Page Fuller
8 00P/ HER DREAM 715 (T) O Murphy 8-10-10 .......... R Johnson
9 P-90 DREAM BAIE 13 (T) M Roberts 7-10-8 ........... T J O’Brien
10 P40- ANNIEAREYOUOK 440 M Young 5-10-5 ........ J Dixon (7)
11 55/P MY ANCHOR 36 A Day 9-10-2 ........................ D Burton (5)
12 0-40 FREEDOM CHIMES 43 (B) R Gasson 6-10-2 N F Houlihan (7)

Nocte Volatus l99, Gregarious 98, Broke Away 97.
2 Global Wonder, 4 Broke Away, 6 Gregarious, Nocte Volatus

2.30 NOVICE CAP CHASE (3); winner 
£7,018; 2m 7f 110yds. (9 runners)

1 22-4 SUPREMELY LUCKY 16 D Skelton 8-11-10 ... B Andrews
2 431- SUSSEX RANGER 267 (B;D) G L Moore 6-11-8 Joshua Moore
3 /42- TIME TO GET UP 323 (T) Jonjo O’Neill 7-11-7 W T Kennedy
4 P33- REMASTERED 232 (T) D Pipe 7-11-6 ......... T Scudamore
5 222- LIES ABOUT MILAN 245 F O’Brien 9-11-6 L Harrison (7)
6 522- SECRET REPRIEVE 307 E Williams 6-11-4 ....... A Wedge
7 U43- SALTY BOY 225 D Bridgwater 7-11-4 ............... B J Powell
8 B6-3 LITHIC 24 (P) Jonjo O’Neill 9-10-10 ........................ D Jacob
9 9-U5 VERSATILITY 33 (B) N Henderson 6-10-9 . N De Boinville

Sussex Ranger l99, Lies About Milan 98, Salty Boy 97.
3 Sussex Ranger, 5 Lies About Milan, 11-2 Supremely Lucky

3.00 NH MAIDEN HURDLE (4); winner 
£3,769; 2m 3f 110yds. (7 runners)

1 P1-1 ALAPHILIPPE 24 F O’Brien 6-10-12 ......... M Kendrick (3)
2 822/ BIG MAN CLARENCE 667 P Henderson 9-10-12 T J O’Brien
3 43- COMOTION 267 D Bridgwater 5-10-12 ............ B J Powell
4 2R- GET YOUR OWN 287 A Hales 5-10-12 .......... H Bannister
5 F1-4 MARTINHAL 18 (TH) D Pipe 5-10-12 ......... T Scudamore
6 730- RIGHT HAND OF GOD 249 G L Moore 5-10-12 Joshua Moore

3.35 NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (5); 
winner £2,989; 2m 4f. (8 runners)

1 565- FULL OF ROQUE 285 T Vaughan 5-11-12 ....... R Johnson
2 94-8 SABBATHICAL 32 E Williams 5-11-12 .................. A Wedge
3 958- LARCADIO 238 P Henderson 7-11-12 ....... Joshua Moore
4 000- LISRONAGH STONE 231 (BH) P Henderson 7-11-1 ......... T J O’Brien
5 13-5 HANG TOUGH 14 (T) Jonjo O’Neill 6-10-10 .................. P Armson (10)
6 075- WATAR ALLSTAR 231 (P) Miss Z Davison 6-10-10 W Featherstone
7 62P- BIG TIME FRANK 243 P Gundry 9-10-9 ... L Williams (3)
8 36/9 WAHWONAISA 15 D Bridgwater 8-10-1 ........... B J Powell

Big Time Frank l99, Watar Allstar 98, Sabbathical 97.
D Bridgwater 8-10-1 

99, Watar Allstar 98, Sabbathical 97.
D Bridgwater 8-10-1 

5-2 Full Of Roque, 10-3 Sabbathical, 4 Hang Tough, 6 Larcadio

4.05 HANDICAP HURDLE (5); winner 
£2,794; 2m 3f 110yds. (11 runners)

1 79-P LOOKING FOR CARL F15 M Loughnane 5-12-0 L Morgan (7)
2 0207 FLINTROCK 17 (B) N King 5-11-13 ........... M Kendrick (3)
3 44F- KENNY GEORGE F9 (D) S West 5-11-12 .. Joshua Moore
4 009- BRIAC 267 T Vaughan 9-11-6.............................. C Price (5)
5 5PP- MR WASHINGTON 241 (P,T) T Symonds 7-11-4 D Noonan
6 9355 OUTISAID 28 H Oliver 5-11-3......................... L Williams (3)
7 /0-P AZARI 72 (BH) A Dunn 8-11-2 ........................ K Brogan (7)
8 8P0- OUR NEST EGG 241 (H,T) P Henderson 7-10-9 T J O’Brien
9 91/4 DRUMNAGREAGH 56 (T) O Murphy 7-10-8 .. R Johnson
10 0U4- FFORBIDDEN LOVE 232 N King 6-10-6 .. M Galligan (7)
11 552 POKER MASTER 14 P McBride 3-10-4 .............. A Wedge

Flintrock l99, Outisaid 98, Fforbidden Love 97.
3 Kenny George, 4 Poker Master, 5 Outisaid, 8 Mr Washington

7 2P3- MISS JEANNE MOON 240 N Mulholland 6-10-5 . D Jacob
Miss Jeanne Moon l99, Right Hand Of God 92.

2 Martinhal, 9-4 Alaphilippe, 6 Miss Jeanne Moon, Comotion

FORM
HIGH SPARROW  (9-12) 15-2 mid-

division, slow 5 out, pushed along 
next, soon no extra, 11th of 17 (btn 32l) 
to Cabaret Queen (10-9) CAP YORK
(10-6) 22-1 badly hampered 10th, no 
threat 5 out, 12th (btn 34l) (17 ran) 
(Listowel 3m hcap ch €90,000 soft).

GUN DIGGER (11-2) 16-1 mid-division, 
ridden 3 out, no extra, 4th of 15 (18l) 
to Space Cadet (10-11) GENERAL 
PRINCIPLE (11-3) 12-1 led 4 out, 
headed last, weakened run-in, 6th 
(btn 29l) OUT SAM (11-5) 12-1 pulled 
up 2 out, ROCKY’S SILVER (11-7) 
28-1 pulled up 3 out, (Downpatrick 
31/2m hcap ch €30,000 yielding).

PROSPECTUS  (11-2) 9-4 fav mid-
division, reminder 4th, led 2 out and 
pecked, kept on strongly, bt Great 
Khan (11-5) 20l (7 ran) (Down Royal 
21/2m nov ch €9,600 heavy).

THE GATECHECKER (10-5) 14-1 waited 
with, kept on without threatening 
from before last, 5th of 12 (btn 15l) to 
Streets Of Doyen (10-4) (Gowran Park 
3m hcap hdle €12,600 good).

BAY HILL fell latest, (11-7) 13-2 rear, 
progress 3 out and pushed along in 
2nd next, kept on one pace, 3rd of 
10 (btn 11/4l) to Minella Times (11-10) 
(Listowel 23/3/3

4m hcap ch €12,600 soft).
ROCKY’S SILVER (10-10) 16-1 mid-

division, kept on without threatening 
winner closing stages, btn 5l by 
Sweet Sting (10-8) (10 ran) (Tipperary 
3m hcap hdle €9,600 soft to heavy).

THE CADDY ROSE (11-7) 8-1 soon led, 
headed 3 out, stayed on well run-in 
without reaching winner, btn 1l by 
Shanroe Al C (9-8) MACGILONEY
(11-1) 5-1 kept on without threatening 
3 out, 3rd (btn 9l) (11 ran) (Gowran 

Park 3m 1f hcap ch €9,600 good).
DEADHEAT  (11-2) 3-1 led 4 out, 

pressed, stayed on well, easily, bt 
Arverne (10-11) 5l (7 ran) (Punch-
estown 3m hcap ch €8,700 yielding).

MICK THE JIVER (11-2) 100-1 rear of 
mid-division, pushed along and lost 
place 3 out, one pace run-in, 6th 
of 13 (btn 20l) to Scheu Time (10-4) 
(Galway 21/4m hcap ch €12,600 soft).

M I N D S M A D E U P  ( 1 1 - 2 )  9 - 1  n o 
impression 2 out, one pace from last, 
4th of 11 (btn 21l) to Discordantly (11-6) 
(Galway 23/3/3

4m hcap ch €12,600 soft).
OUT SAM fell latest, (11-4) 33-1 behind, 

mistake 12th, ridden after 2 out, 
stayed on into modest 3rd flat, no 
chance with clear pair, 3rd of 14 (btn 
35l) to Easysland (11-4) (Cheltenham 
33/3/3

4m crs cntry ch (2) £40,235 soft).
DROMORE LAD (11-7) 50-1 behind, no 

impression after 3 out, 6th of 8 (btn 
28l) to Pencilfulloflead (12-0) (Galway 
23/3/3

4m beg ch €9,300 soft).
TOKYO GETAWAY (11-6) 10-1 held up, TOKYO GETAWAY (11-6) 10-1 held up, TOKYO GETAWAY

progress straight, kept on run-in, 3rd 
of 14 (4l) to Balinaboola Steel (11-5) 
(Limerick 3m hcap hdle €8,700 soft).

AH LITTLELUCK (9-7) 40-1 chased 
leaders, kept on one pace, 6th of 
16 (btn 15l) to Aforementioned 
(9-5) MINDSMADEUP (9-11) 20-1 
weakened, 8th (well btn) BAY HILL
(10-0) 25-1 rear, fell 7 out, (Limerick 
3m hcap ch €45,000 soft).

BALLYMACAW (11-7) 5-1 pushed along 
4 out, slow next and detached, last of 
6 (well btn) to Stacks Mountain (12-0) 
(Listowel 23/3/3

4m beg ch €7,500 soft).
THE TRIGGER  (11-9) 15-2 kept on 

without threatening leaders, 3rd of 
13 (9l) to Streets Of Doyen (11-8) (Ros-
common 3m hcap hdle €6,600 good).

9 9P-1632 THE CADDY ROSE 29 N Meade 6-11-0 ...............................  Sean Flanagan 97
10 /2-3121 DEADHEAT 19 S McParlan 7-10-13 ...............................  Mr N McParlan (3) 98
11 34-15P3 MACGILONEY 29 D Hogan 7-10-13 ............................... Shane Mulcahy (7) 96
12 1755-66 MICK THE JIVER 25 Eoghan O’Grady 10-10-13...............  Phillip Enright l99
13 0-11P84 MINDSMADEUP 7 M J Smith 9-10-12 ...................................  Paul Townend 90
14 3063P-F OUT SAM 20 (T,V;CD) G Elliott 11-10-11 ................................. Jack Kennedy 94
15 049-246 DROMORE LAD 7 J P Ryan 8-10-10 ...............................  Sean O’Keeffe (3) 88
16 22116-3 TOKYO GETAWAY 21 G Cromwell 6-10-9 ......................  Jonathan Moore 89
17 5P-0766 AH LITTLELUCK 21 (T) T Gibney 10-10-8 ...............  James O’Sullivan (7) 94
18 1-46526 BALLYMACAW 39 E Bolger 6-10-6 .........................................  Tom Kelly (7) 91
19 1111143 THE TRIGGER 34 R McNally 11-10-3 .................................... Denis O’Regan 97
BETTING: 5 Deadheat, 6 Tokyo Getaway, 8 The Caddy Rose, Rocky’s Silver, 12 The 
Gatechecker, Prospectus, 14 High Sparrow, Bay Hill, Macgiloney, Cap York
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   6   PU   FE   PU
2019: The Gatechecker 9-10-5 Darragh O’Keeffe 18-1 (M Hourigan), 16 ran.

nJOB JOCKEYS: P Townend rides Mindsmadeup (3.20) for M J Smith, 5 from 13, 
38%. P Mullins rides Brooklynn Glory (4.25) for W P Mullins, 545 from 1618, 34%. 
C Orr rides Rocky’s Silver (3.20) for J Dullea, 6 from 20, 30%. D McInerney rides 
Temptationinmilan (1.10), Portion Control (12.40) for C Byrnes, 7 from 29, 24%.

3.53 WHATODDSPADDY HANDICAP HURDLE (80-116); 
value to the winner €6,600; 2m. (10 runners)

1 61F0-68 CALLTHEBARMAN 105 (T;D) Matthew J Smith 6-12-0  Keith Donoghue 89
2 /F407P- R’EVELYN PLEASURE 260 S O O’Brien 8-11-12 .. Mark McDonagh (7) l99
3 0880-11 DREAL DEAL 4 (T) R McNally 5-11-10(5ex) ............. Maxine O’Sullivan (7) 97
4 1262-60 YOUNG DEV 21 D Hogan 6-11-10 .........................................  Donagh Meyler 96
5 2131P-0 CAPPACURRY ZAK 25 L Young 11-11-9 ............................  Ryan Treacy (3) 85
6 1910P2- ELLIPSISM 231 J P O’Brien 5-11-9 ...................................................  J J Slevin 89
7 05P00-3 CHARLIE SIRINGO 88 N Meade 5-11-7 ...............................  Sean Flanagan 92
8 0924-8P SULLANE HILL 28 P C O’Connor 8-11-5 ..............  Ambrose McCurtin (5) 81
9 5P-0890 TIME TO BITE 14 L J Archdeacon 5-10-2 ............................. Phillip Enright 89
10 04644 COURTING VICKIE 22 J Barcoe 6-9-12 ......................... Darragh O’Keeffe 93
BETTING: 4-9 Dreal Deal, 15-2 Charlie Siringo, 8 Ellipsism, 12 Courting Vickie, 14 
Callthebarman, 16 R’evelyn Pleasure, 20 Cappacurry Zak, Young Dev
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED and 2019: No corresponding race.

4.25 MALLOW MARES (PRO/AM) FLAT RACE; value to the 
winner €6,000; 2m. (8 runners)

1 1 BROOKLYNN GLORY 37 (H;D) W P Mullins 5-11-11 ...................  P Mullins 74
2 7415/ MY FRIEND AOIFE 758 R O’Sullivan 6-11-11 .................... A B O’Connor (5) —
3 201 POWERFUL OUT 17 (D) J E Kiely 5-11-11 .....................................  D Kiely (7) 85
4 2- SIT DOWN LUCY 229 P Fahey 6-11-4 ..............................................  J J Codd 94
5 2 APRIL’S MOON 100 D Queally 4-11-1 ....................................  J P Kirwan (7) 88
6 37 BELLES BENEFIT 28 S Curling 4-11-1 ..................................... D O’Connor l99
7 DYMPNAS WELL P Nolan 4-11-1 ....................................  Richard Condon (7) —
8 KATIE PARNELL J G Fitzgerald 4-11-1 ......................................  Tom Kelly (7) —
BETTING: Evens Brooklynn Glory, 5 Powerful Out, 6 Sit Down Lucy, 13-2 April’s 
Moon, 10 My Friend Aoife, 12 Belles Benefit, 16 Dympnas Well, 33 Katie Parnell
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   1   2   1   2
2019: The Getaway Star 4-10-13 Mr E P O’Brien 5-4 (D Queally), 6 ran.

12.30 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF MAIDEN; 2-y-o; value to 
the winner €9,300; 6f. (18 runners)

1.00 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF MAIDEN; 2-y-o; value to 
the winner €9,300; 1m. (18 runners)

2.35 NAAS NURSERY HANDICAP; 2-y-o; value to the 
winner €9,300; 7f. (14 runners)

3.05 NAAS NURSERY OF CHAMPIONS HANDICAP; value to 
the winner €9,300; 1m 2f. (12 runners)

3.40 NAAS MAIDEN; value to the winner €6,600;  
1m 2f. (16 runners)
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 RACING RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY’S SIX MEETINGS

REST OF TOMORROW’S ACTIONFavourite

FORM
RATH AN IUIR (11-5) 9-2 held up, 

pushed along 3 out, well held 
when blundered and left 3rd 2 out, 
plugged on into 2nd run-in, btn 41/2l 
by Mr Scrumpy (11-6) MINELLA 
TRUMP (11-12) 10-1 chased leaders, 
weakened 2 out, 4th (btn 17l) BARON 
DE MIDLETON (11-6) 6-1 led, ridden 
and just over 1 length ahead when 
fell heavily 2 out, (7 ran) (Newcastle 
23/3/3

4m nov hcap hdle (2) £12,512 soft).
ALNADAM  ( 1 1 -9 )  7 -4  he ld  up , 

challenged 3 out, led home bend, 
edged left, driven out, bt Demachine 
(11-12) 21/2l (6 ran) (Hereford 21/2m nov 

hcap hdle (4) £3,964 good to soft).
CHAMBARD (11-1) 7-2 always behind, 

closed on 4th flat, last of 5 (btn 29l) 
to Red Risk (11-8) (Ludlow 21/2m nov 
Limited hcap ch (3) £7,863 soft).

BARON DE MIDLETON (10-12) 13-2 
chased leaders, led 4 out, headed 2 
out, no extra towards finish, 5th of 11 
(btn 5l) to Flegmatik (10-13) (Carlisle 
2m nov hcap ch (3) £7,018 good).

UPTOWN HARRY (11-4) 18-1 tracked 
leader, niggled along 4 out, pushed 
along, faded tamely, last of 8 (well 
btn) to Glinger Flame (11-12) (Hexham 
21/2m hcap hdle (3) £6,173 good).

FORM
SENIOR CITIZEN (11-10) 3-1 tracked leader, good jump to 

lead 4 out, ran on well flat, bt Darling Maltaix (11-10) nk (5 
ran) (Newton Abbot 2m 5f nov chs (4) £4,289 good).

BATTLE ANTHEM pulled up latest, earlier  (11-6) 3-1 bt 
Barossa Pearl (11-11) 3l (7 ran) (3m point-to-point soft).

ESPOIR DE ROMAY (11-6) 20-1 one pace before last, soon ESPOIR DE ROMAY (11-6) 20-1 one pace before last, soon ESPOIR DE ROMAY
weakened, 13th of 23 (btn 15l) to Indefatigable (11-9) 
(Cheltenham 21/2m cond hcap hdle (2) £43,330 soft).

GATEWAY TO EUROPE (10-13) 9-4 fav struggling and 
dropped to rear 3 out, 3rd of 5 (btn 31l) to Dr Sanderson 
(11-8) (Plumpton 21/2m nov hcap ch (3) £7,018 good).

OLD RASCALS (11-2) 4-1 led last, Champagne Mystery (11-2) 
14l (11 ran) (Wincanton 2m 5f nov hdle (4) £4,224 good).

THE VOLLAN (11-11) 8-1 weakened, 12th of 14 (44l) to Manof-
themountain (11-6) (Bangor 3m hcap ch (3) £7,018 good).

CARLISLE WITH SUNFORM
TEMPLEGATE    TOM PEPPER

nTIC-TAC: Right-handed undulating track of 1m 5f,  9 easy fences and a punishing, uphill 
straight. The run-in is 300yds. nLEADING TRAINERS (2015-2020): D McCain 25-193, 
Mrs S Smith 17-119, M Hammond 12-128, B Ellison 12-54. THIS SEASON: D McCain 
3, F O’Brien 2. nTOP JOCKEYS (2015-2020): B Hughes 50-256, S Quinlan 13-118, H 
Skelton 10-38, R Chapman 8-79. THIS SEASON: B Hughes 3, H Skelton 2. nLONGEST 
TRAVELLER: Wagner (1.05), Sam Brown (2.40), Kid Commando (3.10), Sojourn (3.45) 
trip of 674 miles. nFIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Global Fame (1.05), Pistol (2.05), 
Windsor Avenue (2.40), Mount Mews (3.10), Medaki Roc (4.15). nLIVE ON RACING TV

TEMPLEGATE’S TRIO: Imperial Aura (Carlisle) and Perfect Myth 
(double) with Hattaab (both Huntingdon). TOM PEPPER’S DOUBLE: 
Camouflaged and Dallas Cowboy (both Huntingdon).
SUNRATINGS’ NAP: SENIOR CITIZEN (1.49 Huntingdon). 
SIRIUS, Sun On Sunday, nap: SILK FOREST (2.00 Naas).

1.05 ........................... Global Fame
1.35 ..............Baron De Midleton
2.05 ...............Catchmeifyoucan
2.40 ........IMPERIAL AURA (nap)
3.10 ............West To The Bridge
3.45 ....................Very First Time
4.15 ..........................Karl Philippe

1.05 .................................... Wagner
1.35 .................................. Alnadam
2.05 ...................... Chosen Flame
2.40 ....................... Imperial Aura
3.10 .....................Kid Commando
3.45 ..................... Late Romantic
4.15 .......................Onward Route

GOING: HEAVY TO SOFT

HUNTINGDON

nTIC-TAC: Right-handed flat track of 1m 4f with 9 fences to 
a circuit and a 200yd run-in. nLEADING TRAINERS WITH 
RUNNERS (2015-2020): K Bailey 22-118, Jonjo O’Neill 22-121, A 
King 18-106, F O’Brien 15-61. THIS SEASON: G McPherson 1, 
G L Moore 1, C Bailey 1. nTOP JOCKEYS WITH RIDES (2015-
2020): S Twiston-Davies 15-90, C Gethings 12-67, K Woods 
11-94, S Bowen 11-55. THIS SEASON: S Bowen 3, K Woods 2, 
S Twiston-Davies 1. nLONGEST TRAVELLER: Alberic (12.48). 
Round trip of 448 miles. nFIRST RUN SINCE WIND OP: Espoir 
De Romay (1.49), Mr Palmtree (3.58). nLIVE ON RACING TV

TEMPLEGATE

TOM PEPPER

12.15 .................................................... Chef De Troupe
12.48 ...................................................Orchestral Rain
1.18 ...................................................Perfect Myth (nb)
1.49 ......................................................... Senior Citizen
2.22 ......................................................................Bathiva
2.55 ..................................................................... Hattaab
3.27 ................................................................... Wye Aye
3.58 ................................................... The Late Legend

12.15 .....................................................Field Exhibition
12.48 .........................................CAMOUFLAGED (nap)
1.18 ............................................................Squaw Vallee
1.49 .............................................. Gateway To Europe
2.22 ..............................................Dallas Cowboy (nb)
2.55 .................................................... Shantou Sunset
3.27 ......................................................Honourmission
3.58 ................................................................... Auld Sod

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT

nENVOI ALLEN lived up to his 
star billing at Down Royal to 
land an easy first jumps success 
backed off the boards at 1-14.

Gordon Elliott’s Ballymore 
Novices’  Hurdle hero was 
prompt ly  cut  to  5 -2  for 
Cheltenham’s March Novices’ 
Chase by Paddy Power after his 
six-length win in in the 2m3½f 
beginners’ chase.

Jack Kennedy, on Envoi Allen 
for the first time in public, said: 
“That was brilliant. He jumped 
unbelievably. He was a little 
careful at a few of them, but you 
wouldn’t mind that and as the 
race went on he was brilliant.”

DOWN ROYAL
 12.40: 1 FAROUK D’ALENE Jack 
Kennedy (2-9 fav); 2 Pat’s Pick (13-2); 2 Pat’s Pick (13-2); 2 Pat’s Pick 3 
Legacy Thor (9-2). 9 ran. 8l; 61/2l. G Elliott. 
T: €1.20; €1.02, €1.02, €1.50. Ex: €2.90.  CF: 
€3.26. NR: Grangeclare Native.
 1.15: 1 SKYACE J McGarvey (66-1); 
2 Queens Brook (6-5 fav); 3 Brave 
Way (11-4). 8 ran. hd; 1Way (11-4). 8 ran. hd; 1Way 1

 (6-5 fav); 
1

 (6-5 fav); 
/2l. J J Hanlon. T: 

€41.30; €6.30, €1.02, €1.10. Ex: €132.20. 
Trifecta: €600.20. CF: €152.89. 
 1.50: 1 ASPIRE TOWER Rachael 
Blackmore (3-1); 2 Abacadabras (8-15 
fav); 3 Jason The Militant (9-2). 6 ran. 
41
fav); 

1
fav); 

/2l; shd. H De Bromhead. T: €3.10; 
€1.02, €1.90. Ex: €6.80. Trifecta: €10.90. 
CF: €5.17. NR: Sixshooter.
 2.25: 1 RAGIN CAJUN D P Maxwell 
(9-1); 2 Electricitywork  (28-1); 3 
She’stherightone (12-1); 4 Napoleon 
Blue (5-1). 18 ran (Select Opportunity 
9-2 fav). 8l; 21

 (5-1). 18 ran (Select Opportunity 
1

 (5-1). 18 ran (Select Opportunity 
/4l; 1

 (5-1). 18 ran (Select Opportunity 
1

 (5-1). 18 ran (Select Opportunity 
/2l. Matthew J Smith. 

T: €9.60; €2.10, €6.60, €2.30, €1.90. Ex: 
€238.30. Tricast: €3085.47. Trifecta: 
Not won. CF: €254.27. NR: Daisy’s 
Hollow, Frazel Express, Giftedtokate.
 3.00: 1 ENVOI ALLEN Jack Kennedy 
(1-14 fav); 2 January Jets (7-1); 3 
Moratorium (18-1). 5 ran. 6l; 17l. G 
Elliott. T: €1.10; €1.02, €1.20. Ex: €1.70. 
Trifecta: €2.70. CF: €1.65. NR: Moyross.
 3.35: 1 BRIDGE NATIVE C J Orr (5-1 
fav); 2 Email Rose (10-1); 3 Scheu 
Time (11-2). 13 ran. 8l; 23

 (10-1); 
3

 (10-1); 
/3/3

4l. Mrs D Love. 
T: €4.70; €1.70, €2.30, €2. Ex: €29.70. 
Tric: €288.97. Trif: €77.40. CF: €53.78. 
 4.10: 1 CHEMICAL ENERGY Mr J J  4.10: 1 CHEMICAL ENERGY Mr J J  4.10: 1 CHEMICAL ENERGY
Codd (10-11 fav); 2 On Eagles Wings
(11-8); 3 Staging Post (40-1). 5 ran. 8l; 
5l. G Elliott. T: €1.90; €1.40, €1.02. Ex: 
€3.30. Trifecta: €12. CF: €2.43. 

P/POT: €9.90 Q/POT: €8.10

DUNDALK
 4.30: 1 ANJALAWI C T Keane (5-4 
fav); 2 Queens Carriage (5-1); 3 Lincoln 
Hawk (10-1). 14 ran. shd; 1Hawk (10-1). 14 ran. shd; 1Hawk 1

 (5-1); 
1
 (5-1); 
/4l. G M Lyons. 

T: €2.30; €1.02, €2.10, €2.40. Ex: €9.60. 
Trif €64. CF: €8.41. NR: Social Danzer.
 5.00: 1 MAGGIE THUNDER  D 
McDonogh (20-1); 2 Red Cymbal (4-1); 
3 Pillar (10-3 fav). 12 ran. 21/2l; 11/2l. P J 
Hassett. T: €14.80; €2.10, €1.80, €1.90. 
Ex: €52.20. Tricast: €352.40. Trifecta: 
€276.20. CF: €96.52. NR: Dandy Spirit.
 5.30: 1 NAWAFETH C D Hayes (13-2); 
2 Stately Home (15-2); 3 Ballinlough 
Gale (6-4 fav). 14 ran. ns; 11

3 Ballinlough 
1

3 Ballinlough 
/4l. Kevin 

Prendergast. T: €7.30; €2.50, €2.50, 
€1.02. Ex: €35.70. CF: €55.10. NR: 
Ballybaun Star, Marooners Rock.
 6.00: 1 FASTNET CROWN Leigh 
Roche (11-2); 2 Feminism (11-4); 3 
Bluebeard’s Castle (11-8 fav). 14 ran. 
11/2l; 3/4l. M O’Callaghan. T: €6.70; 
€2.20, €1.40, €1.02. Ex: €26.20. Trifecta: 
€69.70. CF: €23.02. NR: Oh So Chic.
 6.30: 1 RAPHAEL G M Ryan (6-1); 2 
War Hero (9-2); 3 Bobby K (15-2). 14 
ran (Imposing Supreme 7-2 fav). 3l; 
11
ran (Imposing Supreme 7-2 fav). 3l; 

1
ran (Imposing Supreme 7-2 fav). 3l; 

/2l. A McGuinness. T: €7.10; €2.50, 
€2.40, €2.70. Ex: €38.30. Tricast: 
€220.45. Trifecta: €464.20. CF: €31.78. 
NR: First Flight, Irish Poseidon.
 7.00: 1 LEGAL THRILLER Willie 
Byrne (11-2); 2 Chagall (4-1 fav); 3 
Beleaguerment (16-1). 14 ran. shd; 1/2l. 
J S Bolger. T: €10.10; €1.90, €1.80, €4.40. 
Ex: €39.80. Tricast: €354.70. Trifecta: 
€431.30. CF: €28.39. NR: Adapt To Dan, 
Knock Flyer, Olly’s Folly.
 7.30: 1 ARCANEARS R Whelan 
(9-2 jtfav); 2 Breakfast Club (5-1); 
3 Independent Missy (17-2). 14 ran 
(Laugh A Minute 9-2 jtfav). nk; nk. M 
Halford. T: €5.80; €2.20, €2.30, €2.90. 
Ex: €37.40. Tricast: €194.15. Trifecta: 
€369.90. CF: €26.02. NR: On Tick.
 8.00: 1 PURE NATURE A Farragher 
(6-1); 2 Construct (14-1); 3 Paso Doble
(7-2 fav). 14 ran. 1l; 1/2l. A McGuinness. 
T: €7.20; €1.80, €3.80, €2. Ex: €125.60. 
Tricast: €350.27. Trifecta: €460.20. 
CF: €91.54. NR: Ardamir, Ela Katrina, 
Garrison Commander.
PLACEPOT: €16.90 QUADPOT: €7.60

NEWMARKET
 12.35: 1 BEAU JARDINE E J Walsh 
(4-1); 2 North Of Amazing (25-1); 3 
Sweet Bertie (11-1). 13 ran (Law Of 
Nature 11-4 fav). 3

 (11-1). 13 ran (Law Of 
3

 (11-1). 13 ran (Law Of 
/3/3

4l; 1
 (11-1). 13 ran (Law Of 

1
 (11-1). 13 ran (Law Of 

/2l. R Varian. T: 
£5.20; £2, £5.70, £3.20. Ex: £116.80. 
Trifecta: £911. CF: £108.84. 
 1.10: 1 AINSDALE C Lee (11-8); 2 
Ropey Guest (6-5 fav); 3 Ventura 

Lightning (9-2). 3 ran. 13/3/3
4l; 2l. K Burke. 

T: £2.10; Ex: £2.70. Trifecta: £3. CF: 
£3.30. NR: Lampang.
 1.45: 1 VENTURA DIAMOND S De 
Sousa (7-2 jtfav); 2 Meu Amor (9-2); 3 
Chocoya (12-1). 11 ran (Mishal Star 7-2 
jtfav). nk; 43

 (12-1). 11 ran (Mishal Star 7-2 
3

 (12-1). 11 ran (Mishal Star 7-2 
/3/3

4l. R Fahey. T: £4.40; £3.40, 
£1.70, £1.90. Ex: £20.20. Trif: £190.10. 
CF: £18.84. NR: Happy Romance.
 2.20: 1 SOLO SAXOPHONE R L 
Moore (4-11 fav); 2 Alfredo (9-4); 2 ran. 
7l. B Haslam. T: £1.30; NR: Cayirli.
 2.55: 1 WHITEHAVEN S De Sousa 
(11-10 fav); 2 Cloud Thunder (3-1); 3 
Hawridge Flyer (7-1). 9 ran. 51/2l; 41/2l. 
H Morrison. T: £2.10; £1.10, £1.60, £2. 
Ex: £6. Tricast: £14.74. Trifecta: £20.30. 
CF: £4.38. NR: Duke Of Condicote, 
Kaloor, Speed Company.
 3.30: 1 AWAKE MY SOUL T P 
Queally (5-1); 2 Dolphin Vista (10-3); 3 
Kryptos (15-8 fav). 4 ran. 2l; 5l. T Tate. 
T: £6.10; Ex: £16.20. Trifecta: £32.70. 
CF: £19.33. NR: Croeso Cymraeg.
 4.05: 1 CHANCE James Doyle (3-1); 2
Modmin (3-1); 3 Mascat (5-2 fav). 7 ran. 
11/4l; 11/2l. S & E Crisford. T: £2.80; £1.90, 
£2. Ex: £12.10. Tric: £24.09. Trif: £22.60. 
CF: £11.91. NR: Dogged, Gin Palace.

P/POT: £223.90 Q/POT: £12.50
UTTOXETER

 12.15: 1 ULVERSTON S Quinlan (15-
2); 2 Top Drawer (80-1); 3 Blackfinch
(4-6 fav). 9 ran. 1/2l; 23/4l. Jennie 
Candlish. T: £8.80; £1.80, £9.50, £1.10. 
Ex: £228.10. Trifecta: £1686.40. CF: 
£390.89. NR: Oneupmanship.
 12.50: 1 THE COB N De Boinville 
(4-1); 2 Peachey (12-1); 3 Everything 
Now (50-1). 10 ran (Get In The Queue 
2-7 fav). 61/2l; 21/4l. B Pauling. T: £6.80; 
£1.40, £2.30, £7.70. Ex: £44.50. Trifecta: 
£965.90. CF: £50.88. 
 1 . 2 5 :  1  P A N I C  A T T A C K  T 
Scudamore (11-8 fav); 2 Flat White (12-
1); 3 Yauthym (9-2). 13 ran. 41/2l; 23/3/3

4l. 
D Pipe. T: £2.30; £1.20, £2.50, £1.70. Ex: 
£20.20. Trif: £69.30. CF: £20.36. NR: 
Emmpressive Lady.
 2.00: 1 CRACK DU NINIAN  S 
Quinlan (9-2 jtfav); 2 Remember The 
Man (15-2); 3 Cape Fair (66-1). 13 ran 
(Milreu Has 9-2 jtfav). 4l; 11/2l. Jennie 
Candlish. T: £4.40; £1.20, £3, £16.60. 
Ex: £45.90. Tric: £1959.11. Trifecta: 
£1431.20. CF: £35.92. NR: Manor Park, 
Top Beak, Yaazaain.
 2.35: 1 CAN YOU CALL Shane 
Quinlan (13-2); 2 Cousu Main (15-2); 3 
Landen Calling (18-1). 14 ran (Fishkhov 
6-4 fav). 71/2l; 1/2l. Andrew Martin. T: £7; 

£2, £2.80, £3.40. Ex: £64.30. Trifecta: 
£732.40. CF: £51.79. 
3.10: 1 GUMBALL T J O’Brien (3-1); 2 

Ubetya (22-1); 3 King Roland (5-4 fav). 
8 ran. 6l; 3

 (22-1); 
3

 (22-1); 
/3/3

4l. P Hobbs. T: £4.70; £1.30, 
£4.10, £1.10. Ex: £51.80. Trif: £184.70. CF: 
£48.48. 
 3.45: 1 BLACK TULIP T J O’Brien 
(5-2 fav);  2 Overawed  (14-1);  3 
Ballybough Nora (10-3). 7 ran. 61

 (14-1);  
1

 (14-1);  
/2l; 

31
Ballybough Nora

1
Ballybough Nora

/2l. H Daly. T: £3.10; £1.60, £4.30. Ex: 
£25.20. Trifecta: £71.80. CF: £31.42. 
 4.20: 1 CITY NEVER SLEEPS J 
Best (7-1); 2 Joly Maker (3-1 fav); 3 
Glorious Boru (10-1). 14 ran. 11

 (3-1 fav); 
1

 (3-1 fav); 
/4l; 13

 (3-1 fav); 
3

 (3-1 fav); 
/3/3

4l. 
M Keighley. T: £8.50; £2.50, £1.80, 
£3.30. Ex: £36.50. Tric: £214.90. Trif: 
£238.20. CF: £27.30. 

P/POT: £171.50 Q/POT: £26.50
WETHERBY

 11.55: 1 DEVOUR N Moscrop (12-
1); 2 Doyen Breed (11-4 fav); 3 Cyrus 
Keep (10-1). 11 ran. 2l; 5l. S Corbett. T: 
£15.40; £3.30, £1.60, £2.50. Ex: £59.90. 
CF: £46.61. NR: Artic Mann.
 12.25: 1 APACHE CREEK  R 
McLernon (10-3); 2 Sidi Ismael (17-2); 
3 Dog Of War (11-1). 9 ran (Apple Rock 
5-6 fav). 33/3/3

4l; 23
 (11-1). 9 ran (Apple Rock 
3

 (11-1). 9 ran (Apple Rock 
/3/3

4l. Jonjo O’Neill. T: £4; 
£1.60, £2.20, £2.60. Ex: £27.80. Tricast: 
£284.43. Trifecta: £190.10. CF: £31.67. 
NR: Broadway Joe, Fortia, Hahadi.
 1.00: 1 SHAN BLUE H Skelton (10-11 
fav); 2 Snow Leopardess (15-2); 3 I K 
Brunel (9-2). 4 ran. 16l; 1/2l. D Skelton. 
T: £1.70; Ex: £6.30. CF: £7.03. 
 1.35: 1 FRANSHAM Kielan Woods 
(5-2 jtfav); 2 Marlborough Sounds
(5-2 jtfav); 3 Fin And Game (17-2). 9 
ran. 11
(5-2 jtfav); 

1
(5-2 jtfav); 

/2l; 21
(5-2 jtfav); 

1
(5-2 jtfav); 

/2l. Mrs P Sly. T: £3.20; £1.30, 
£1.30, £2.30. Ex: £11.10. Tricast: £42.94. 
Trifecta: £57.90. CF: £9.22. NR: Sorbet.
 2.10: 1 HUNTSMAN SON Kielan 
Woods (14-1); 2 Two For Gold (9-4 fav); 
3 Nietzsche (16-1). 11 ran. 51/2l; 2l. A 
Hales. T: £16.80; £4.20, £1.70, £4.90. 
Ex: £65.70. Tricast: £536.74. Trifecta: 
£846.50. CF: £48.41. NR: Royal Village.
 2.45: 1 DUFFLE COAT J J Burke (11-4 
fav); 2 Hiconic (12-1); 3 Cabot Cliffs
(17-2). 7 ran. 8l; shd. G Elliott (IRE) . T: 
£3.40; £1.90, £5.60. Ex: £33.40. Trifecta: 
£167.30. CF: £31.21. 
3.20: 1 BALLYVIC BORU B Hughes 

(7-2); 2 Cilaos Glace (5-1); 3 Cracking 
Find (4-1). 7 ran (Some Reign 11-4 fav). 
3l; 1/2l. B Ellison. T: £4.30; £2, £2.50. 
Ex: £21.40. Tric: £70.79CF: £20.57. NR: 
Smiths Cross, Yccs Portocervo.
 3.55: 1 THIRD TIME LUCKI  H 
Skelton (2-7 fav); 2 Captain Biggles
(40-1); 3 Buzz De Turcoing (13-2). 13 

ran. 11/4l; 7l. D Skelton. T: £1.20; £1.10, 
£5.40, £1.30. Ex: £24.80. Trifecta: 
£105.30. CF: £29.94. 

P/POT: £174.60 Q/POT: £12.70
NEWCASTLE

 4.15: 1 GREAT COLACI O Stammers 
(7-2 fav); 2 Chosen World (9-2); 3 
Martin’s Brig (22-1). 12 ran. 3/3/3

4l; 11/4l. 
G Boanas. T: £4.80; £1.80, £2.40, 
£7. Ex: £26.60. Tricast: £263.55. 
Trifecta: £313.70. CF: £18.62. NR: Miss 
Plymwick, Pallas Dancer.
 4.45: 1 FASHION FREE O Murphy 
(11-1); 2 Strong Steps (9-2); 3 New 
Look (25-1). 13 ran (Bawaader 4-1 fav). Look (25-1). 13 ran (Bawaader 4-1 fav). Look
3/3/3

4l; 1/2l. M Appleby. T: £13.60; £4.10, 
£1.30, £6.70. Ex: £82.30. Tricast: 
£1245.33. Trifecta: £894. CF: £59.65. 
 5.15: 1 KOMACHI W Buick (5-6 
fav); 2 Daddy Frank (7-2); 3 Expect 
To Succeed (14-1). 10 ran. nk; 3l. C 
Appleby. T: £1.50; £1.10, £1.50, £2.90. 
Ex: £5. Trif: £27.70. CF: £4.05. NR: 
Captain Cooper.
 5.45: 1 NIBRAS AGAIN K Stott (16-
1); 2 Nubough (2-1 fav); 3 Big Lachie
(11-1). 14 ran. 3/3/3

4l; nk. P Midgley. T: £17; 
£5, £1.50, £2.50. Ex: £64.20. Tricast: 
£400.43. Trifecta: £453.50. CF: £45.13. 
 6.15: 1 BRINGITONBORIS J Fanning 
(9-2); 2 Irreverent (22-1); 3 Dawaaleeb
(9-1). 11 ran (Global Hero 2-1 fav). hd; 
1/2l. K Dalgleish. T: £5.40; £2.10, £4.60, 
£3.10. Ex: £96.20. Tricast: £874.74. 
Trifecta: £691.50. CF: £98.78. 
 6.45: 1 SEA EMPRESS C Fallon (13-
2); 2 Teona (2-1 fav); 3 Nushafreen
(18-1). 11 ran. 1l; 51/2l. W Haggas. T: 
£8.40; £2.40, £1.50, £4.30. Ex: £29.50. 
Trifecta: £263. CF: £20.06. 
 7.15: 1 TURAATH W Buick (3-1); 2 
Tefnut (11-2); 3 Pivotal Decision (11-2). 
9 ran (Model Guest 2-1 fav). 21/4l; 1/2l. 
C Hills. T: £3.90; £1.10, £2, £1.80. Ex: 
£21.80. Trifecta: £101.80. CF: £20.73. 
 7.45: 1 DEFENCE TREATY P Ha 7.45: 1 DEFENCE TREATY P Ha 7.45: 1 DEFENCE TREATY na-
gan (17-2); 2 Kapono (11-8 fav); 3 Queen’s 
Course (16-1). 14 ran. 1/2l; 11/4l. R Fahey. T: 
£9.70; £2.70, £1.20, £3.80. Ex: £35. Tric: 
£202.88. Trif: £402.90. CF: £20.58. 
 8.15: 1 BURROWS SEESIDE H Shaw 
(11-10 fav); 2 Lezardrieux (5-1); 2 Lezardrieux (5-1); 2 Lezardrieux 3 Captain 
Jameson (9-1). 12 ran. 30l; 30l. P Kirby. T: 
£2; £1.30, £1.80, £3.10. Ex: £10.CF: £6.49. 
NR: Be Proud, East Street Revue.

JACKPOT: Not won,  £18,383.90 c/o
PLACEPOT: £75.60 Q/POT: £12.50

FORM
DONNA’S DIAMOND p/up latest, (11-

2) 28-1 prominent, led 3 out, soon 
headed, no impression on winner, 
btn 8l by Emitom (11-2) (6 ran) (Hay-
dock 3m hdle Grd 2 £22,780 heavy).

KID COMMANDO (11-2) 15-2 chased 
winner until long run 2 out, one pace 
in and no impression in 3rd 2 out, 3rd 
of 9 (btn 71/2l) to Highway One O Two 
(11-2) (Kempton 2m nov hdle Grd 2 (1) 
£17,085 good to soft).

WEST TO THE BRIDGE (11-7) 13-2 held 
up, headway 3 out, travelled well to 
join leaders 2 out, held, btn 11/4l by 
Sirobbie (11-2) (12 ran) (Uttoxeter 2m 
7f hcap hdle (3) £5,913 good to soft).

SILVA ECLIPSE (11-1) 4-1 held up, 
pushed along 2 out, ridden and ran 

on to lead towards finish, bt Imperial 
Knight (11-1) 2l MOUNT MEWS (11-11) 
12-1 tracked leaders, ridden 2 out, 
weakened, 5th (15l) (9 ran) (Haydock 
3m hcap hdle (3) £8,122 heavy).

SILVA ECLIPSE (11-9) 12-1 led 2nd, 
headed next, pushed along 3 out, 
ran on from last, went third final 
100yds, 3rd of 11 (btn 23/4l) to Mr 
Scrumpy (11-8) TEESCOMPONENTS 
LAD (11-8) 7-2 chased leaders, ridden 
to challenge 3 out, kept on from 2 
out, 4th (btn 4l) (Wetherby 3m hcap 
hdle (3) £5,913 good to soft).

JACAMAR (10-0) 6-1 held up, headway 
3 out, 2nd flat, led finish, bt Strong 
Glance (10-7) 1l (14 ran) (Aintree 21/2m 
hcap hdle (2) £13,763 soft).

FORM
SAM’S ADVENTURE (11-0) 6-1 held 

up mid-division, headway 10th, led 2 
out, clear last, driven out, bt Musical 
Slave (11-4) 11/4l (10 ran) (Uttoxeter 3m 
nov hcap ch (2) £25,024 heavy).

DEBECE (11-5) 9-2 fav led 13th, headed 
15th, weakened 3 out, 10th of 18 (btn 
43l) to Kildisart (11-12) (Aintree 3m 1f 
hcap ch Grd 3 (1) £42,202 good).

ROLL AGAIN (11-12) 10-3 led, not fluent 
15th, soon headed, no extra 3 out, 4th 
of 6 (49l) to Head To The Stars (10-7) 
(Ludlow 3m hcap ch (3) £12,736 soft).

LATE ROMANTIC (12-0) 9-4 tracked 
leaders, led 3 out, driven out, stayed 
on well, comfortably, bt Samstown 
(10-13) 26l (5 ran) (Kelso 2m 7f cond 
hcap ch (3) £7,538 heavy).

FORTIFIED BAY pulled up latest, (11-8) 
11-1 mid-division, went 2nd 4 out, led 
before last, driven out, bt Hill Sixteen 
(11-4) 2l (10 ran) (Newcastle 2m 7f 
hcap ch (3) £7,343 good to soft).

SOJOURN (11-2) 11-4 fav led 4 out, 
headed 2 out, 2nd when stumbled 
badly last, not recover, btn 41/2l by 
Dominateur (11-5) (9 ran) (Chepstow 
3m nov hcap ch (3) £7,018 soft).

VERY FIRST TIME (10-4) 10-1 held up in 
touch, plugged on 3 out, 3rd of 8 (btn 
11l) to Amalfi Doug (10-6) SUTTON 
MANOR (10-1) 66-1 held up, hard 
ridden before 3 out, weakened next, 
tailed off,  last (well btn) (Perth 3m 
hcap ch (2) £11,710 good).

LOUGH DERG FARMER pulled up 
latest, (11-10) 5-1 led 3 out, headed 2 
out, weakened last, 3rd of 7 (btn 13l) 
to Bafana Blue (11-4) (Carlisle 31/4m 
hcap ch (3) £15,640 soft).

THE DELRAY MUNKY (11-11) 14-1 held THE DELRAY MUNKY (11-11) 14-1 held THE DELRAY MUNKY
up, headway 2 out, weakened final 
bend, went 4th flat, 4th of 12 (btn 19l) 
to El Kaldoun (11-3) (Hexham 21/2m 
nov hcap ch (4) £4,549 soft).

DINO BOY (12-6) 6-4 fav mid-division, DINO BOY (12-6) 6-4 fav mid-division, DINO BOY
headway 5 out, outpaced next, 
stayed on into 2nd, btn 41/2l by 
Itsamanslife (11-11) (8 ran) (Wetherby 
3m hcap ch (4) £4,809 soft).

AMATEUR pulled up latest, (10-10) 12-1 
rear, headway 4 out, mistake 2 out, 
hit last and went 2nd, no impression 
on winner,  btn 4 1/ 4l  by Kings 
Temptation (11-9) (10 ran) (Uttoxeter 
31/4m hcap ch (3) £7,018 good).

1.05 JOIN RACING TV NOW NOVICES’ HURDLE (Class 4); 
winner £3,769; 2m 4f. (9 runners)

1 42/121- GLOBAL FAME 229 (T;D) F O’Brien 6-11-4 .................... Paddy Brennan l99
2 PU/131- WAGNER 232 (T) A Honeyball 5-11-4 ..................................... Rex Dingle (3) 94
3 47 GET ON JOHN 22 K Dalgleish 5-10-12 .......................... Peter Coleman (10) —
4 1/152- LE CHEVAL NOIR 244 R Dobbin 6-10-12 ..........................  Conor O’Farrell 94
5 7P/7P/7P 5-64 LOUGHERMORE 10 S Waugh 6-10-12 ..................  Miss Annie Waugh (5) 70
6 P2P3-47 LUCA BRASI’S BOY 22 (T) J Bedi 6-10-12 .................  Aaron Anderson (7) —
7 0/64- MARVELLOUS JOE 243 M Hammond 5-10-12 .........................  Joe Colliver —
8 6 STITCH UP 22 P Kirby 4-10-12 ..............................................  Thomas Dowson —
9 2/411- TUPELO MISSISSIPPI 232 B Ellison 5-10-12 .........................  Brian Hughes —
BETTING: 13-8 Global Fame, 9-4 Wagner, 9-2 Tupelo Mississippi, 6 Le Cheval Noir, 
12 Loughermore, 25 Get On John, 33 Stitch Up, 66 Marvellous Joe, Luca Brasi’s Boy
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1-2   1   2   7   2
2019: Glenduff 5-10-12 Brian Hughes 8-1 (N Richards), 17 ran.

1.35 GORDON RICHARDS NOVICES’ LIMITED HANDICAP 
CHASE (3); winner £7,018; 2m 4f. (6 runners)

1 /112D4- MINELLA TRUMP 232 D McCain 6-11-7 ................................ Brian Hughes 96
2 /81441- ALNADAM 230 D Skelton 7-11-5 ............................................... Harry Skelton 93
3 3/2225- CHAMBARD 248 V Williams 8-11-5 ..................................... Charlie Deutsch 98
4 4141F-5 BARON DE MIDLETON 17 B Ellison 7-11-5..........................  Henry Brooke 97
5 1/4122- RATH AN IUIR 232 R Dobbin 7-11-3 ....................................  Conor O’Farrell 95
6 4P142-8 UPTOWN HARRY 30 J Walton 6-11-0 .............................. Ross Chapman l99
BETTING: 9-4 Alnadam, 7-2 Minella Trump, 4 Chambard, Rath An Iuir, 6 Baron De 
Midleton, 16 Uptown Harry
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 5   3   FE   4   1
2019: Two For Gold 6-11-5 David Bass 11-4 Fav (K Bailey), 10 ran.

2.05 VISIT RACINGTV.COM HANDICAP HURDLE (4); value 
to the winner £3,769; 2m 1f. (11 runners)

1 24216-3 INSTANT REPLAY 17 B Ellison 8-11-12..................................  Henry Brooke 85
2 1/357- VELKERA 332 W Coltherd 6-11-10 .................................... Sam Coltherd (3) 83
3 26-8 IMPERIAL ICON 16 K Bailey 5-11-8 ..........................................  David Bass l99
4 3505-96 ZIG ZAG F40 (P;D) P Kirby 7-11-7 ...................................  Joe Williamson (7) 96
5 8324P6- APPLAUS 311 (P,T) M Hammond 8-11-7 ........................... Billy Garritty (5) 87
6 2205-46 CRACKDELOUST 25 (D) B Ellison 8-11-4 .............................. Brian Hughes 89
7 /51202- WOR VERGE 255 (T) S Corbett 7-11-4 .......................  Nathan Moscrop (3) 93
8 14355-9 NEFYN POINT 17 (D) D McCain 6-11-4...............................  Theo Gillard (7) 97
9 33-2153 CHOSEN FLAME 46 R Dobbin 8-11-0 .........................  Lorcan Murtagh (3) 98
10 942453- CATCHMEIFYOUCAN 250 J Candlish 6-10-9 ......................  Sean Quinlan 96
11 /43669- PISTOL 316 (CD) J E Dixon 11-10-2 .................................  Mr John Dixon (7) 85
BETTING: 3 Instant Replay, 4 Chosen Flame, 6 Imperial Icon, 7 Catchmeifyoucan, 
Wor Verge, 8 Velkera, 12 Crackdeloust, 16 Nefyn Point, Applaus
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 8   1
2019: Frightened Rabbit 7-11-0 D McMenamin 3-1 Fav (D Sayer), 14 ran.

2.40 COLIN PARKER MEMORIAL INTERMEDIATE CHASE 
(LISTED) (1); winner £13,668; 2m 4f. (6 runners)

1 41/11P- SAM BROWN 260 (BF,D) A Honeyball 8-11-8 .....................  Harry Cobden 97
2 /31221- IMPERIAL AURA 236 (TH;D) K Bailey 7-11-6 ........................  David Bass l99
3 123520- ARDLETHEN 234 D Skelton 7-11-2 .......................................... Harry Skelton 87
4 04/122- BLACK OP 311 (T;BF) T R George 9-11-2 ........................  Jonathan Burke 96
5 42/11U- BREWIN’UPASTORM 236 (C) O Murphy 7-11-2 ..............  Aidan Coleman 98
6 2/112F- WINDSOR AVENUE 288 (BF,CD) B Ellison 8-11-2 .............. Brian Hughes 93
BETTING: 9-4 Imperial Aura, 3 Black Op, 7-2 Brewin’upastorm, 5 Sam Brown, 6 
Windsor Avenue, 20 Ardlethen
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   2   1   3   1
2019: Lostintranslation 7-11-8 Robbie Power 1-2 Fav (C Tizzard), 4 ran.

4.15 EVERY RACE LIVE ON RACING TV STANDARD OPEN 
NH FLAT RACE (5); £2,274; 2m 1f. (7 runners)

1 1- KARL PHILIPPE 340 F O’Brien 5-11-7 .................................  Paddy Brennan 94
2  GEONICE J J Quinn 4-11-0 ...........................................................  Brian Hughes —
3 2 MAURITIAN BOLT 22 R Jefferson 5-11-0...............................  Sean Quinlan 96
4  MEDAKI ROC B Ellison 4-11-0 ........................................ Nathan Moscrop (3) —
5 22- ONWARD ROUTE 232 R Menzies 6-11-0 ........................... Henry Brooke l99
6 4 WARRIORS STORY 17 K Dalgleish 4-11-0 ........................ Billy Garritty (5) 87
7 0- DONNA’S DIVA 254 C Grant 5-10-7 ................................. Sam Coltherd (3) 75
BETTING: 2 Onward Route, 5-2 Karl Philippe, 6 Warriors Story, Geonice, 7 Mauritian 
Bolt, 10 Medaki Roc, 50 Donna’s Diva
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1
2019: Chuvelo 4-11-0 Brian Hughes 5-4 Fav (D McCain), 14 ran.

3.27 HANDICAP CHASE (5); winner 
£2,989; 3m. (9 runners)

1 -422 WEST TO CROSSGALES 66 (BF) C & Pogson 9-12-4 C Leonard (7)
2 4P-3 ALBERTO’S DREAM 31 (CD) K Price 11-11-12 .......................... B Poste
3 -7U4 LORD SPARKY 16 (B) C Bailey 6-11-12....................... C Hammond (3)
4 58P9 COTSWOLD PRINCE 32 (P) M Keighley 5-11-9 .......................... J Best
5 26-3 WYE AYE 15 (H) P Kirby 5-11-8.................................. C McCormack (3)
6 50-9 THE BOOM IS BACK 60 C Williams 8-11-4 ....................... N Scholfield
7 6661 HONOURMISSION 14 (P,T) S England 6-11-4................. L Stones (7)
8 6608 ROCK ON AUSSIE 15 (P,T) M Sheppard 9-10-11.................. K Woods
9 P-56 ARBORETUM 25 (B;CD) M Sowersby 12-10-0 ..... D McMenamin (3)
West To Crossgales l99, Rock On Aussie 98, Alberto’s Dream 97.

M Sowersby 12-10-0
99, Rock On Aussie 98, Alberto’s Dream 97.

M Sowersby 12-10-0

9-4 West To Crossgales, 11-4 Honourmission, 7-2 Wye Aye

3.58 HANDICAP CHASE (5); winner 
£2,989; 3m. (9 runners)

1 5-62 EASTER ERIC 19 (BH) A Murphy 6-11-12 ......... J Quinlan
2 2211 THE LATE LEGEND 19 (T;CD) T H Weston 7-11-8 . S Bowen
3 7533 FRIENDS DON’T ASK 25 M Smith 5-11-7 .... N Scholfield
4 53-4 THE MANUSCRIPT 50 (P;BF,D) Jonjo O’Neill 7-11-5 . R McLernon
5 -529 IT’S FOR ALAN 56 (H) J Davis 7-11-2 .............. J M Davies
6 144U AULD SOD 17 (B) P Hobbs 7-11-0 .............. S Houlihan (3)
7 23-7 MR PALMTREE 37 (P,T) R Dickin 7-10-13 . T Worsley (5)
8 394- MIDNIGHT MUSTANG 243 (D) A Martin 13-10-0 S Quinlan (5)
9 PP5- THE JUGOPOLIST 277 (B;CD) J Cornwall 13-10-0 .. L Edwards

Auld Sod l99, It’s For Alan 98, Friends Don’t Ask 97.
6-4 The Late Legend, 9-2 The Manuscript, 11-2 Auld Sod

2.55 HANDICAP HURDLE (5); winner 
£2,794; 3m 1f. (17 runners)

1 59-1 INNISFREE LAD 19 (CD) T Symonds 8-11-12 . S Twiston-Davies
2 7P82 HATTAAB 17 (B) G McPherson 7-11-12 .............. K Woods
3 59-3 FELIX D’AUTRY 65 O Sherwood 6-11-11 . K Lenihan (10)
4 P143 SHANTOU SUNSET 43 P Hobbs 6-11-11 .......... M G Nolan
5 7-75 MAMOO 30 (P;D) S England 7-11-10.................. J England
6 8-20 PENS MAN 37 (BF) Jonjo O’Neill 5-11-10 .... R McLernon
7 /P0- KIWAYU 234 (T) M Sowersby 11-11-9 ......................... R Day
8 P-43 DORADO DOLLAR 41 B Case 6-10-6 ........... B Carver (5)
9 373- MR MAGILL 241 (T) K Burke 8-10-5.................. T Bellamy
10 8P06 INEXORABLE 16 (B) O Williams 7-10-4 ....... A Thorne (5)
11 04-4 HOOT AT MIDNIGHT 42 (T) C Longsdon 5-10-3 P O’Brien (3)
12 F-3F DORETTE 37 C Kellett 7-10-2 ............................ J M Davies
13 P-30 FLASHDANZA 42 (B) R Rowe 5-10-0.......... T Worsley (5)
14 90-6 KALABEE 34 (BH) K Burke 5-10-0 ............. B Godfrey (7)
15 /PP- MINELLA STYLE 325 (P,T) C Dyson 10-10-0 . C Hammond (3)
16 P8-9 STRATEGIC 69 (BH) M Sowersby 5-10-0 .... R Turner (5)
17 77-0 SIMPLY LUCKY 60 (P,T) M Sowersby 11-10-0 . D McMenamin (3)

Inexorable l99, Hattaab 98, Hoot At Midnight 97.
7-2 Innisfree Lad, 11-2 Shantou Sunset, Dorette, 6 Felix D’autry

12.15 CLAMING HURDLE (Class 5); winner 
£2,794; 2m. (10 runners)

1 -441 CHEF DE TROUPE 38 (D) Dr R Newland 7-11-10 S Twiston-Davies
2 3F-0 MON PORT 10 (CD) O Murphy 8-11-0 ............. A P Heskin
3 -678 BRAWNY F81 M Sowersby 4-10-10 ............................ R Day
4 787/ HEAD HIGH F1033 (CD) S Hollinshead 7-10-10 R Dunne
5 05-P PHOENIX DAWN 50 (B;D) L Allan 6-10-10 . Mr A Chadwick (7)
6 -P7P ECLAT DES MOTTES 16 (VH) M Keighley 6-10-8 J Best
7 08P- NO ALARM 341 (P) A Forbes 8-10-8 ...... Mr T Durrell (7)
8 P853 RAASHDY 16 (BH;D) S England 7-10-8S  ....L Stones (7)
9 547 LYRICAL BALLAD 11 (HH) N Mulholland 4-10-5 . S Quinlan (5)
10 F58F FIELD EXHIBITION 19 (H) G Harris 10-10-3 .. J Nailor (5)

Raashdy l99, Chef De Troupe 86, Field Exhibition 80.
13-8 Chef De Troupe, 2 Mon Port, 10-3 Field Exhibition

12.48 JUVENILE HURDLE (4); 3-y-o; winner 
£3,769; 2m. (8 runners)

1 331 ORCHESTRAL RAIN 25 (D) Dr R Newland 11-4 S Twiston-Davies
2  ALBERIC N Williams 10-12 ................................ B Carver (5)
3  CAMOUFLAGED F73 (PH) C Mann 10-12 ..... J M Davies
4 4332 FRATERCULUS 25 (P,T) O Greenall 10-12......... R Dunne
5 54 JAN WELLENS 16 O Murphy 10-12 .................. D England
6 6 NEW ZEALANDER 18 G McPherson 10-12 ....... K Woods
7 6 SEFTON WARRIOR 32 (T;BF) R Spencer 10-12 . C Brace (3)
8  TAMARIS F98 G L Moore 10-12 ...................... N Scholfield

Fraterculus l99, Jan Wellens 90, Orchestral Rain 85.
9-4 Orchestral Rain, 10-3 Fraterculus, 9-2 Camouflaged

1.18 MARES NOVICE HURDLE (4); winner 
£3,769; 2m 4f. (9 runners)

1 2112 PERFECT MYTH 19 (H,T;BF) N King 6-11-8 ......... B Frost
2 8-21 WHO WHAT WHEN 24 M McGrath 5-11-2 ... N Scholfield
3 533- BOURBON BEAUTY 232 A Hales 5-10-10 ......... K Woods
4 P-P DAINTY DORIS 32 C Bailey 5-10-10 . Mr T Chatfeild-Roberts (7)
5 443- DIDONATO 247 A King 5-10-10............................ T Cannon
6 70- FIRST ROMANCE 269 P Webber 5-10-10 ... R McLernon
7 2/P- GLENCOUM LASS 318 T Lawes 6-10-10 ........ J McGrath
8 P REEL SUNSET 22 S England 4-10-10................ J England
9 1- SQUAW VALLEE 487 O Sherwood 6-10-10 S Twiston-Davies

Perfect Myth l99.
2 Perfect Myth, 3 Who What When, 4 Didonato, Bourbon Beauty

1.49 NOVICE CHASE (3); winner £7,310; 
2m 4f. (6 runners)

1 14-1 SENIOR CITIZEN 34 A King 7-11-12 ................. A P Heskin
2 31P/ BATTLE ANTHEM 1066 R Rowe 9-11-2 ......... J M Davies
3 310- ESPOIR DE ROMAY 233 (TH) K Bailey 6-11-2 C Gethings
4 2323 GATEWAY TO EUROPE 13 (P;BF) N King 6-11-2 B Frost
5 3P1/ OLD RASCALS 613 E Lavelle 7-11-2.............. N Scholfield
6 23U0 THE VOLLAN 33 (P,T) C Longsdon 6-11-2 S Twiston-Davies

Senior Citizen l99.
11-10 Espoir De Romay, 7-2 Senior Citizen, 11-2 Old Rascals

2.22 HANDICAP CHASE (4); winner 
£4,289; 2m 104yds. (10 runners)

1 9-35 I’DLIKETHEOPTION 42 (T;D) Jonjo O’Neill 9-12-0 . R McLernon
2 14-2 WENCESLAUS 28 (D) D Bridgwater 8-11-12 M Bastyan (5)
3 751- BATHIVA 229 F O’Brien 6-11-12 ......................... C Brace (3)
4 5P6- TRUCKERS HIGHWAY 281 (H,T;C,D) J Groucott 11-11-11 .. L Edwards
5 -675 POINTED AND SHARP 24 (T;D) P Hobbs 8-11-10 . M G Nolan
6 21-1 LOTS OF LUCK 14 (P;D) K Bailey 6-11-9 ....... C Gethings
7 411- DALLAS COWBOY 332 P Smith 10-11-8 E Smith-Chaston (7)
8 1190 LITTLE STEVIE 37 S Barclay 8-11-7 ... D McMenamin (3)
9 P6-6 VALSEUR DU GRANVAL 28 (P,T;D) T R George 11-10-13 B Poste
10 65B2 SIR TIVO 32 (T) G Hanmer 6-10-7 .................. B Carver (5)

Wenceslaus l99, Bathiva 98, I’dliketheoption 97.
2 Lots Of Luck, 9-2 Dallas Cowboy, 13-2 Bathiva, 8  Wenceslaus

FORM
SAM BROWN pulled up latest, (11-0) 

9-4 tracked leader, mistake 4th, led 
6th, ran on, comfortable, bt Knight In 
Dubai (11-0) 15l WINDSOR AVENUE
(11-0) 2-1 fav tracked leaders, ridden 
3 out, looked held when blundered 
and fell next, (4 ran) (Haydock 21/2m 
nov ch Grd 2 (1) £18,224 heavy).

IMPERIAL AURA (11-5) 4-1 jt fav chased IMPERIAL AURA (11-5) 4-1 jt fav chased IMPERIAL AURA
leaders, led 2 out, clear flat, idled 
final 100 yards, stayed on well, ridden 
out, bt Galvin (11-4) 31/4l (20 ran) 
(Cheltenham 21/2m  (1) £39,389 soft).

ARDLETHEN (11-7) 18-1 rear, outpaced 
3 out, never a threat, 14th of 23 (36l) 
to Milan Native (11-1) (Cheltenham 
31/4m amat hcap ch (2) £41,510 soft).

BLACK OP (11-7) 9-4 fav chased leader, 
left in lead 4 out, headed 2 out, 
stayed on run-in, 11/4l by Slate House 
(11-7) (7 ran) (Kempton 3m nov ch 
Grd 1 £56,950 good to soft).

BREWIN’UPASTORM u/rider latest, 
(11-8) 8-15 fav tracked leaders, led 9th, 
not fluent last, ran on, bt Southfield 
Stone (11-2) 4l (4 ran) (Taunton 21/4m 
nov chs (4) £6,433 good).

WINDSOR AVENUE fell latest, (11-1) 4-5 
fav led until headed and dropped to 
3rd at 4th, left in close 2nd 13th, not 
fluent 4 out, ridden and beaten when 
mistake 3 out, finished tired, 38l by 
Sam Spinner (11-1) (3 ran) (Doncaster 
3m nov ch Grd 2 (1) £22,780 soft).

3.10 JOIN RACING TV NOW HANDICAP HURDLE (2); value 
to the winner £12,512; 2m 4f. (7 runners)

1 135/2P- DONNA’S DIAMOND 234 C Grant 11-11-12 ..................... Sam Coltherd (3) 97
2 /12513- KID COMMANDO 253 A Honeyball 6-11-3 ........................  Aidan Coleman 92
3 3P175-2 WEST TO THE BRIDGE 28 (H;D) D Skelton 7-11-0 .........  Harry Skelton l99
4 R0/265- MOUNT MEWS 288 D McCain 9-10-12 ................................... Brian Hughes 88
5 14312-3 SILVA ECLIPSE 18 Mrs S Smith 7-10-11 ....................................  Ryan Mania 98
6 5412-54 TEESCOMPONENTS LAD 18 (P;C) G Boanas 7-10-10 .....  Sean Quinlan 93
7 47-R531 JACAMAR 7 (D) M Harris 5-10-7(7ex) .................................  Paddy Brennan 85
BETTING: 11-4 Kid Commando, 7-2 West To The Bridge, 4 Jacamar, 5 Silva Eclipse, 
7 Donna’s Diamond, 10 Teescomponents Lad, 12 Mount Mews
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 6   3   4   4   2
2019: Bordeaux Bill 8-10-9 Danny Cook 8-1 (B Ellison), 9 ran.

3.45 CUMBERLAND HANDICAP CHASE (3); value to the 
winner £12,512; 3m 2f. (12 runners)

1 422721- SAM’S ADVENTURE 232 (P) B Ellison 8-12-0 ....................  Henry Brooke 98
2 4F2110/ DEBECE 575 (BF) T Vaughan 9-12-0 ........................................... Alan Johns 97
3 041F64- ROLL AGAIN 248 V Williams 6-12-0 ................................... Charlie Deutsch 94
4 /15421- LATE ROMANTIC 246 (P,T) O Greenall 10-11-12 ................. Brian Hughes 90
5 24511P- FORTIFIED BAY 246 (P) J Candlish 8-11-9 ...........................  Sean Quinlan 87
6 133/12- SOJOURN 330 (T;BF) A Honeyball 7-11-6 ............................ Rex Dingle (3) 92
7 11415-3 VERY FIRST TIME 39 D Skelton 8-11-2 ..............................  Harry Skelton l99
8 PP7/5-8 SUTTON MANOR 39 (P) L Russell 9-10-11 ..........  Stephen Mulqueen (3) 87
9 62/73-P LOUGH DERG FARMER 10 (P;C) Mrs S Smith 8-10-11 ........  Ryan Mania 78
10 10/52-4 THE DELRAY MUNKY 22 (P) I Jardine 8-10-8 .................  Ross Chapman 89

11 242132- DINO BOY 283 (BF) I Jardine 7-10-3 ...................................  Conor O’Farrell 95
12 442U-2P AMATEUR 23 (P,T;BF) J Flint 7-10-0 ..................................  Paddy Brennan 90
BETTING: 5 Late Romantic, 11-2 Sam’s Adventure, 6 Sojourn, 8 Dino Boy, Very First 
Time, Lough Derg Farmer, 10 Debece, Roll Again, Amateur, Fortified Bay
WHERE FAVOURITES FINISHED: 1   6   5   1   2-6
2019: Bafana Blue 8-11-4 Ross Chapman 9-2 (M Barnes), 7 ran.

nJOB JOCKEYS: Brian Hughes rides Tupelo Mississippi (1.05), Crackdeloust 
(2.05), Windsor Avenue (2.40) for B Ellison, 36 from 121, 30%. Rex Dingle rides 
Wagner (1.05), Sojourn (3.45) for A Honeyball, 24 from 83, 29%. 
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