2017

Supported by

PRESS

Contents

PASS

Why news matters
Pages 4-5

W

elcome to Press Pass 2017 - the sixth year of the NewsBrands
Ireland Newspapers in Education (NiE) initiative.
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How does Press Pass work?

During November, participating schools will receive a selection of
local and national newspapers. These are used in conjunction with
this workbook to give students a better understanding of how news
is gathered and shared across many platforms and the important
role newspapers play in our society and the necessity for a free
press in any functioning democracy.

What is the aim of Press Pass?

The main aim is to encourage students to read and write more.
Using newspapers as part of the daily curriculum, teachers and
students will get a better understanding of news and current affairs
and be exposed to a range of views and analysis - sometimes radical,
sometimes infuriating, but always engaging and entertaining - to
help them form opinions of their own.

What is the Press Pass guidebook for?

This guidebook is to be used in class in conjunction with the
newspapers and lesson plan. It looks in detail at the main writing
styles and range of skills that make up your daily newspaper:
- What is news and how to write a news story
- The difference between news and features
- The skills required to write commentary
- What makes a good photograph
- The secrets behind good sports journalism.
It also gives some practical hints and tips to students who plan to
enter our search for the Student Journalist of the Year.

What about the competition?

We are always on the look out for new talent and the next generation
of budding writers and journalists.
Students can enter the competition in any one of the five
categories: news, features, comment, photojournalism and sport.
Details of how to enter, the rules, guidelines, tips and instructions
are explained in the different sections throughout this guidebook.
If you’re looking for some inspiration, check out the winning entries
in this year’s NewsBrands Ireland Journalism Awards – www.
journalismawards.ie

How to enter

Schools can submit up to three entries in each category. The closing
date for entries is 28th of February, 2018. Schools must submit all
entries using the entry system in the competition section of the
Press Pass website: www.presspass.ie

The winners

Our panel of judges will choose the winning entry from each of the
five categories - plus two runners-up from each section.
An overall winner will also be selected by the judges and all winners
will be announced at a national awards ceremony in April 2018.

John Horgan, Chairman
of the Judging Panel
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How to conduct an
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Twitter and social media
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page
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Pages 24-27
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Teacher’s Lesson Plan

A new Teacher’s Lesson Plan to accompany this workbook can be
downloaded from www.presspass.ie. Designed to equip teachers
with practical guidelines and tips for teaching the Press Pass
module, the Lesson Plan has options to run the course as a 6 week
or 12 week module – entirely dependent on your class group’s
interest and ability.
Good luck – and enjoy the process!

2

NewsBrands Ireland

Compiled, written and edited by
John O’Mahony
john.omahony@examiner.ie
Graphic design & layout
Edward Butt
eddie.butt@examiner.ie
Photographs courtesy of
Press Photographers Association
of Ireland.

3

“Knowing what you are
looking at is the first
step to figuring out what
you can believe.”
Can you trust what you
see or read?
We’ve all heard the phrase ‘fake news’. In
the world of social media, where everyone
is more connected than ever before, it’s
often difficult to know what’s real and
what’s fake.
When news happens, there is often a race
to get the information out into the public
domain. But just because the information
is first, does not automatically mean it is
right.

Why news matters
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What is
news?

Can you tell what kind
of content is it?

Ask 100 people ‘what is news?’ and you’ll get 100
different answers.
The Oxford Dictionary defines news as “new
information, fresh events reported”. In other
words, something new, that affects someone,
somewhere.
It could be as simple as an event in your
school, like a student winning a national award;
something that happened on your street, like a
shop burning to the ground; or something more
global, like the election of US President Donald
Trump.

We’re bombarded with
information 24/7 - on our
phones, on our ipads, on
our TVs and across our
newspapers.
It’s difficult to keep up. With
so much data flying around,
it’s hard to know what to
believe. The first step, is to
identify what kind of content
you are looking at - is it news,
a feature, a sports story, a blog
post, a personal post on social
media, a rumour, or someone’s
opinion?
To help with that, you need to
find out where the content is
coming from - the source.
Is it from a news
organisation? Is it from a group
or organisation that you know,

You need to be able to trust what you read.
At a time when the world seems to be
caught up in a war of words, you need to
carefully choose what you read.
Newspapers provide certainty, in a world
of uncertainty, offering readers not just a
greater understanding of the world around
them, but transparency into how news is
collected and presented to readers.

Las Vegas police stand guard along
the streets outside the Route 91
Harvest Country music festival
on October 1, 2017 in Las Vegas,
Nevada where Stephen Craig
Paddock killed 59 people and
injured more than 500.
Photo: David Becker,Getty Images

or maybe never heard of? Or is
it from a recognised website or
blogger?
Once you find where the
information is coming from,
you can then start asking
other important questions
like trying to find out who the
author is; or a little bit more
about the organisation he/she
works for.
Maybe then you might look
at things like the motivation
they might have for writing
what they have written, the
evidence they provide to back
up the material and how fair
and balanced the article or
feature is.
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The competition
HOW TO ENTER
As part of the Press Pass initiative, students and schools have an opportunity to enter our
prestigious competition, the winners of which will be honoured at a national ceremony early
next year. The competition has five categories: News, Features, Comment, Photojournalism
and Sport. There are strict and specific rules for each category which must be adhered to.
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Ard Fhear! A Neighbour’s Inspiration
By Tomás Ó hUallacháin
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, An Daingean

T

wo elderly customers prop
the counter, their eyes
fixated on their settling
pints. Applying the crème de
resistance is Tomás Mac a
tSaorsigh. Saddle sore, Tomás
hands the men their pint of
plain. ‘Anois a bhuachaillí’
exclaims Tomás in his native
tongue. The young cyclist, after
his 3,053 mile exertion, is at his
ease manning the bar of his
father’s premises in the Corca
Dhuibhne Gaeltacht.
Inspired that a 22 year old
neighbour could accomplish
such an achievement, I have
Tomás join me in the snug once
his only afternoon customers
are, like their pints, settled.
I asked what made him
cycle alone from San Diego to
Florida’s St. Augustine. ‘’When
16 year old Kerry teenager
Donal Walsh tragically passed
from cancer in 2013, a charity in
his name was established. I felt
the best way to turn a hobby
into an awareness mission was
to cycle across the U.S to help
raise funds for the Donal’s Live
Life Foundation.
For 42 days Tomás battled
headwinds and punishing
terrain on his epic journey,
punctuated by only 7 days

All entries must be submitted via the competition section of the Press Pass website:
www.presspass.ie

IMPORTANT !
• The work must be your own. It cannot be copied from any other source.
• News, feature and sport articles must be fact and not fiction.
• Any and all quotes you use must be taken from interview(s) you have conducted.
If you do not adhere to the strict guidelines, your entry will
not be considered by the judges.

Fallow deer clash antlers during rutting season in
Phoenix Park Dublin. Picture: Niall Carson

Learn from last year’s winner

recovery.
Departing on October 24th it
wasn’t until December 11th that
he free wheeled to his finish
line having seen California,
Arizona, New Mexico and Texas.
Tired imagining it, I asked had
he any downtime whatsoever.
‘’In Austin I took three days off
and had a badly needed night
on the beer.’’
As someone who’d get lost in
a shopping mall, my admiration
for his effort soared. Curious,
I asked how he managed
those infinite, tumbleweed

accompanied US roads.
‘Leaving Ireland I was
sceptical, scared about cycling
a different country. Yet I’ve met
incredible people on the way.’’
His inventory was limited.
A bike bought in San Diego,
sunscreen, two panniers, two
pairs of bib shorts and an Irish
team gilet. Two Donal Walsh
cycling jerseys, three pairs
of socks, runners and a light
jacket.
Cycling shoes, gloves, some
casuals and a tub of chamois
cream completed the list.
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For your news article, you can
only choose from one of the
options below:

ISH TIMES
THE IREN
D
WEEK

CATEGORIES
NEWS

For your feature article, you can
only choose from one of the
options below:

PHOTOJOURNALISM

Photojournalism covers all the
categories: News, Features,
Comments, Sport.
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Coveney to fight
on despite some
supporters saying
he should withdraw

For your Sport article, you can
only choose from one of the
options below:

irishtimes.com

Ireland’s 50 best
playgrounds
Magazine

rse for victory
Varadkar on couership contest
in Fine Gael lead

SPORT

LORD
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Rattled by Trump
Bono interview
WEEKEND REVIEW

Inside

1) Interview a local personality
/ politician / celebrity. Write
the article based on your
interview.
2) Identify an issue relevant to
you, your school, or your area.
Interview people relevant to
your subject of choice. Write
an article based on your
interview.
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3) Focus on an event in your
local area. Write an article,
giving details of what is / has
happened, how, why, when
and who was involved.

1) Write a profile of a person/
group/organisation you
admire.
2) Interview a well known
personality. Write a feature
based on your interview.
Articles must be no shorter
than 600 words and no longer
than 800 words.

Entries include photographs,
graphics, cartoons or
caricatures. All entries must be
submitted in jpeg format with a
minimum image size of 3MB.

COMMENT

For your Comment piece, you
can only choose from one of
the options below:
1) Write a letter to the Editor of
no more than 400 words.
2) Choose an issue that affects
you, or something that you
have opinion on. Write a
comment piece of between
400-600 words.

1) Attend a local sporting event.
Write an account of what
happened - 400 words.
2) Write a profile of a sports
personality you admire - 500
words.
3) Interview a well known sports
personality. Write an article
based on your interview - 500
words.

Type 2 Diabetes

Legal academic

In an era of “alternative facts” the
responsibilities of journalists are
always increasing. But it is also
important to recognize that the real
skill of the journalist does not reside
just in the facts, but the narrative in
which he or she embeds them. It is not
a coincidence that most journalists
describe what they produce not
as an “article” but as a “story.
Prof. John Horgan, Chairman
of the Judging Panel
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THE INSIDE MAN:
Former Kinahan
cartel
footsoldier Joey
‘the
Lips’ O’Brien talks
Nicola Tallant about to
life
in the mob

Nora lost 5 stone
on our plan and
has turned her
life around

EXCLUSIVE

SEE
PAGES
10&11
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Tel: 01 2827500
All clinic enquiries .com
www.orsmondclinics

NICOLA TALLANT

My 3-day cocaine
and booze benders
with Kinahan thugs
If there’s a hit out
on you, you get them
first....life is cheap
I’d blow €5k on a
bet, take €10k hols,
earn it back in a day
Rock the boat and
you’re gone...I’ve got
€250k hit on my head
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CONFESSIONS OF A
MOB FOOTSOLDIER
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More high-profile
declarations of
support expected
for Varadkar today
MIRIAM
SARAH BARDON,
and PAT LEAHY

Headwinds were a low point.
‘Thinking I’d have a westerly
wind at my back I cycled from
west to east. If anyone wants to
cycle across America go east
to west. The wind will be more
generous!’’
I asked Tomás about social
interaction ‘en-route.’
‘I experienced great warmth
and generosity,’’ he said.
‘Familiar with Americans from
our family pub, I know they’re
great people.’’
‘I was offered food,
accommodation and was
treated like a king. The
American people have been
absolutely incredible to me.’’
He called his experience
‘priceless,’ learning much of
the diverse U.S. cultures and
landscapes, and significantly
raising €3907 for the
Foundation. For a young man
who found cycling after his
father banished him from
the Playstation, Tomás is an
inspiration to us all.
As the old men beckoned
our heroic peddler to pull
another two pints, a line from
their overheard conversation
summed up my admiration.
‘He’s a better man than any
of us,’

Swings and
roundabouts

Pull-out championship
SportsWeekend

FEATURES

VERALL
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Kilkenny
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HIT TEAM: Joey
Christopher Zambra O’Brien gave evidence against
(left) and Peter
Kenny
the murder of John
‘Champagne’ Carroll(centre) for
(right)

DUBS CRUISE PAST MAYO
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FOR FURTHER
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Lisa Buckley,
NewsBrands Ireland,
Clyde Lodge, 15 Clyde Road, Dublin 4.
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News
Controversial N86 Upgrade Continues
To Divide Opinion As Next Phase Begins

NEWS

By Kate Ní Dhubháin
Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne, An Daingean

A

“What you see is news, what
you know is background,
what you feel is opinion”
- Lester Markel, American journalist, 1894-1977

What is the job
of a journalist?
Even in the age of 24-hour news
cycles, digital platforms and
social media, the key function
of a journalist remains the same
- gather the information and
present it fairly and accurately.
The key for any journalist is to
give an accurate and balanced
report of whatever they are
working on and whatever
platform they are reporting on print or digital.
If a criminal is gunned down
in broad daylight, it’s the job

Do

of the journalist to tell the
reader what happened, who it
happened to, how it happened,
why it happened and when it
happened.
If you answer those five key
questions, then 99 times out
of 100, you’ve done your job
properly.
Remember, news is supposed
to be fair, accurate and
balanced – it’s not your view
on what’s happened, not what
you think might or should have
happened. It’s what actually
happened – the facts of which
you have checked, and double
checked.

Don’t

Do: Make your story
interesting and relevant.

Don’t: Start your news
articles with a question.
Stick to the basic
introduction formula and
you can’t go wrong.

Do: Always check your
facts. Credibility is the most
valuable asset to a reporter.

Don’t: Editorialise - news
stories are fact not opinion.
It is not your job to argue
a point of view, or sum up
with your opinion. Just
present the facts and let
the reader draw his/her own
conclusions.

Do: Be balanced - always
give both sides of the story.
Do: Use lots of quotes.
People love reading
what other people say.

Don’t: Get flowery - keep
your sentences
and paragraphs short.
Don’t: Use lots of heavily
descriptive language. When
you’ve finished, go through
the entire story and try
to remove any words that
aren’t completely necessary.

fter an allocation of €3.8
million announced by
Brendan Griffin TD in
January 2016, the long awaited
upgrade of the 16.5km stretch
of the N86 between Dingle and
Annascaul has commenced in
recent weeks. Motorists have
observed the staked outlines
of the proposed route while
heavy machinery has begun
groundworks between Baile na
Saor Lower and Lispole. Mired
in controversy from the start
of the initial project, this new
stretch is also causing ripples
in the community with some
opposed to the changes and
others still seeking clarity on
many issues surrounding the
proposed route.
With a timeframe of 18 months
to complete the project, Allman
and McSweeney, the company
awarded the contract to build
the road, have started to
excavate along the proposed
route. While the intention
is to improve road safety by
removing the series of sharp
hairpin bends renowned with
the road, many objectors feel
that the ‘character’ of the
road is being denuded. One
local who wishes to remain
anonymous said “Isn’t this why
Six readers must win

·

SEE NEWS P16
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FIDEL CASTRO
1926-2016

Scourge of
the West
dies at 90
President Higgins under fire over ‘offensive’ tribute to Cuban leader
Mark Tighe and Colin Coyle
PRESIDENT Michael D Higgins has
been criticised for an “offensive and
wholly inappropriate” tribute to
Fidel Castro after the former Cuban
leader died at 90 years of age.
Higgins said he learnt of Castro’s
death with “great sadness” and paid
tribute to him bringing “significant
political and social change to his
country”. The Irish president
praised Cuba’s literacy rates, health

service and economic growth,
saying its inequality and poverty
were much less pronounced than its
neighbours’. Castro was “a giant
among global leaders whose view
was not only one of freedom for his
people but for all of the oppressed
and excluded peoples on the
planet”, Higgins concluded.
The president’s 467-word statement contained just one line of mild
rebuke, when he said economic and
social reforms introduced in Cuba

“were at the price of a restriction of
civil society, which brought its
critics”.
Noel Rock, a Fine Gael TD, criticised Higgins’s statement. “Fidel
Castro killed and tortured political
opponents and minorities. The
president should have recognised
this instead of saying that Castro’s
restriction of civil society attracted
critics. The president should have
made it clear he is one of those
critics.” While acknowledging the

Irish president’s defence of human
rights throughout his career, Rock
said Higgins’s comments had
“missed the mark completely”.
Rónán Mullen, an independent
senator, said, in light of the dreadful
human rights record of the Castro
regime, which included the suppression of political dissent and the
exile of thousands of dissidents,
“President
Higgins’s
fawning
tribute is offensive and wholly
inappropriate”.

“Contrary to what President Higgins says, Castro did not care about
the freedom of his people,” said
Mullen. “He cared about ideological
power and his rule, and that of his
family, over the lives of millions of
Cuban people. President Higgins’s
comments are the mirror image of
the attitude shown by American
governments in the past to
oppressive dictatorships, expressed
in the phrase, ‘He may be a bastard,
but he’s our bastard.’”

Higgins’s tribute to Castro’s
legacywasretweetedbyJoséRamón
Cabañas, the Cuban ambassador to
the US, who said the Irish president
was leading the tributes to Castro.
Charlie Flanagan, the minister for
foreign affairs, issued a more
nuanced statement, expressing
condolences to the people of Cuba
but saying that Castro’s legacy was a
complex one.
Thomas Byrne, a Fianna Fail TD,
tweetedthat“ifCubawasasbrilliant

as many on the left believe, why did
millionsflee;hundredsof thousands
of them on makeshift rafts?”
Renua Ireland said that President
Continued on page 3 uu

In THIS SECTION
Castro dies: six pages on the
man, the life and the legacy
Pages 2-3 and 11-14

Probe of commissioner’s ‘Circular’ health Family of pregnant woman
Gmail foiled by deletions grant pays for on life support sue HSE
John Mooney
AN INQUIRY into the garda
commissioner’s use of a private Gmail account for official
business cannot establish how
many emails she sent or
received, as they were continuously deleted.
Last week Nóirín O’Sullivan admitted her use of
private email breached the
force’s official communications regulations but her
critics claim she could have
put Ireland’s national security
at risk while also shielding
correspondence from legal
scrutiny, audit and disclosure
through the Freedom of Information (FoI) Act.
An examination of the
garda’s computer server has
recovered hundreds of emails
which O’Sullivan sent to and
from her official garda email to

her personal Gmail account,
andviceversa,butgardaihave
been unable to establish how
many messages the commissioner sent and received from
third parties, according to
security sources.
The audit has also located
emails sent from other official
garda accounts to O’Sullivan’s

In THIS SECTION
nóirín@Gardamail.com
Focus, page 15

Gmail. The data is kept by
Google, which retains copies
of all emails sent on its free
email service.
The nature of the internal
investigation into O’Sullivan’s use of secret emails is
unclear.
The Policing Authority,

established to supervise the
force and call garda management to account, has been told
O’Sullivan’s emails contained
nothingofanysecuritysignificance, but its board was not
told that an unknown number
of emails had been deleted.
The authority is waiting for
O’Sullivan to furnish a comprehensive report. It declined
to comment on today’s
disclosure.
MaryLouMcDonaldofSinn
Fein said she could not understand why O’Sullivan was
using a Gmail account given
her position.
“The commissioner needs
to give a full explanation for
what’s happened here given
her position. There should
always be a full chain of custodyforallofficialdocuments.
Maybe the commissioner has
Continued on page 2 uu

public lobbying

A FINE GAEL TD has criticised
the Department of Health
for giving a €75,000 lottery
grant to a charity that is lobbying in favour of placing
restrictions on the sale and
advertising of alcohol, writes
Mark Tighe.
The department, which is
sponsoring legislation on the
issue, has awarded Alcohol
Action Ireland (AAI) €75,000
in lottery funding “to engage
with the EU to build support
for the Public Health
(Alcohol) Bill”.
John Paul Phelan, a Fine
Gael
TD
for
CarlowKilkenny, described the
grant as “a circular kind
of transaction” that was
inappropriate.
“It doesn’t sound right,”

he said. “There is justification
for the state funding a body to
highlight alcohol abuse. But
whether that body should
then be trapped in a circular
arrangement where they are
lobbying politicians heavily
on behalf of the department is
another question.”
The charity’s accounts for
last year show that 97.5% of
its €244,000 income came
from the state, with the
Department of Health giving
it €25,000 and the HSE
supplying €200,000. The
accounts say its priority last
year was building support for
the alcohol bill.
According to the Lobbying
Register, the charity made 29
separate returns, of which
Continued on page 2 uu

Mark Tighe
THE family of a clinically dead
pregnant woman who secured
a High Court order in 2014 to
turn off her life support are
suing the HSE for medical
negligence.
The
father
of
the
26-year-old, known as Ms P,
last week filed a High Court
action against the HSE and Ian
Carter, its former national
director for acute hospitals.
A statement from Gillian
O’Connor, a partner with
Augustus Cullen Law, Ms P’s
family’s solicitors, said: “The
family have been through a
horrendous ordeal already and
would wish that their privacy
will be respected.”
A claim for damages from
the woman’s father was among
three cases filed by the family
against the HSE last week.

An inquest into the woman’s
death heard that Ms P, who had
two children, was admitted to
Mullingar
hospital
on
November 27, 2014, complaining of headaches, nausea
and dizziness. The family
alleged that there was a delay in
giving Ms P a CT scan because
she was pregnant.
The woman was transferred
to Beaumont hospital, the
national centre for neurosurgery, after she fell while in
Mullingar hospital and was
found to be unresponsive.
Although medical staff in
Beaumont declared Ms P to be
clinically brain dead on
December 3, they refused the
family’s request to turn off her
life support as her unborn child
still had a heartbeat. They said
they could not switch it off for
legal reasons connected with
the eighth amendment to the

constitution that protects the
right to life of the unborn.
The father initiated a High
Court action to secure an order
to turn off his daughter’s life
support. In the hearing
the HSE’s lawyers supported
the father’s argument that
medical evidence indicated
there was “no reasonable
Continued on page 2 uu
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“Leo Varadkar has helped give people the
courage to live more freely. I, and others, are
grateful for this. Identity and origin no longer
define us in Ireland. What matters now is
the economy and society Leo delivers”

12 March 2017
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Cut taxes
for Brexit
strategy:
Donohoe

VOUCHER ON PAGE 2

Kevin Doyle
and Philip Ryan
THE Government must cut
tax or it risks losing jobs to
other countries in the wake
of Brexit, Public Expenditure
Minister Paschal Donohoe
has warned.
Writing in today’s Sunday
Independent, the minister
says workers should not be
forced to hand over half of
their income to the State when
they are earning relatively
low wages.
In an intervention ahead
of the forthcoming Fine Gael
leadership contests, Mr Donohoe insists the marginal tax
rate needs to be lowered if
Ireland is to remain an attractive destination.
The warning comes as
reports suggest UK Prime
Minister Theresa May could
formally trigger Britain’s exit
from the European Union on
Tuesday.
Mr Donohoe again categorically rules himself out as a
candidate to replace Taoiseach
Enda Kenny after he steps
down as Fine Gael leader on
his return from his St Patrick’s

Day State visit to the United
States.
However, Mr Donohoe’s
comments could be perceived
as a pitch to replace Finance
Minister Michael Noonan under the next Fine Gael leader.
Mr Donohoe’s call for lower
tax chimes with recent comments by Social Protection
Minister Leo Varadkar who
said Fine Gael should reduce
tax because “people know best
how to spend their own money, and deserve to be rewarded
for work”.
Currently, employees move
on to the upper tax rate of
40pc when they earn over
€33,800, however once the
universal social charge and
PRSI are factored in the marginal rate is closer to 50pc.
Mr Donohoe believes politicians need to be more conscious of the marginal rate.
“In the world of Brexit and
other economic challenges,
it is not sustainable to keep
jobs we have or to attract new
talent if you keep less than
half of what you earn above a
relatively low income level,”
he says.
Meanwhile, in an interview

in today’s Sunday Independent, Housing Minister Simon
Coveney says Fine Gael should
focus on “people who feel they
are not being represented by
Government at the moment”
and those who “believe there
is nothing in it for them from
economic growth”.
Mr Donohoe also sets out
his vision for Fine Gael and
the country — but continues
to insist that he will not be
entering the race to replace
Taoiseach Enda Kenny.
It is understood he has
been approached by a number
of colleagues who want him to
go up against Social Protection Minister Leo Varadkar
and Housing Minister Simon
Coveney.
But Mr Donohoe tells this
newspaper: “I’m very clear
that when the Taoiseach
decides to step down I will
not be a candidate to replace
him.
“But I’m equally clear that
the process which takes place
should be a debate about ideas
and about the future of our
party.”

n A gripping tale of two
babies separated by fate
n ‘I ate moss off the walls
and we fought for bread’
n Official Ireland knew for
90 years — Gene Kerrigan

Continued on page 3

SEE PAGES 2, 8, 22-25 & 40

200 post
offices face
closure
Samantha McCaughren
AN Post is expected to seek the
closure of more than 200 post
offices and the co-location of
many more to convenience
stores in a radical restructuring plan.
Decisions be made as early
as summer as An Post management battle losses.
Senior sources say a plan
to close just 80 post offices —
proposed in a report by businessman and Dragons’ Den
investor Bobby Kerr — does
not go far enough. Tougher
action is needed, including the
closure of 200 post offices — a
move that would meet furious
political opposition.

BRENDAN O’CONNOR
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poor people getting that
letter, in the fortnight we’ve
had in this country?
They’re already thinking
about Grace and worrying
themselves sick about letting
their loved ones out of their
sight, They’re already worrying themselves sick about
what’s going to happen
when they themselves die.
And then a letter to say,
“We are failing. Half the
places where your family
members live aren’t up to
scratch. But we acknowledge
our failure.”
The past matters. And the
dead matter. But the living
matter more.
And the present isn’t
comparable with the past, a

Recommended retail price of the Sunday Independent in R.O.I is €3.00
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time, we are realising, when
church and state and society
colluded in a mass-scale system of human slavery and
child trafficking.
But we can do a lot more
about the present than we
can about the past.
Are we happy that we
farm out the care of our
disabled to charities and
organisations that are, to
put it kindly, imperfect. Remember Bungalow 3 in Aras
Attracta? Where Hiqa said
they had seen big improvements? And then we all saw
people who lived there being
force fed, screamed at and
dragged around.
Of course, it should be
said that Hiqa refuses to
certify centres for many
reasons and there is no suggestion that what is going on
in John Of God’s is abusive.
And there are many great
people doing great work in
places like John of God’s.
A lot of people wondered
last week why no one shout-
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eXclusiVe Woman whose love affair rocked the Church speaks of
the final, happy meeting with disgraced bishop who died last week

annie: how
eamonn
and i made
our peace
ANNIE Murphy, whose By hugo daniel
affair with Bishop
at her California home, Ms MurEamonn Casey rocked phy
said she regrets the hurt
the Church, has told of caused to Casey after she
her joy at their being revealed their romance and that
had a son, Peter, in 1974.
reconciled years before they
But she was ‘fighting a monument’
his death this week.
in the shape of the Church, she says.
In an extraordinary interview

She also reveals she met Casey in

A news story, unlike any other
journalistic endeavour,
has a carefully crafted formula
for success. The job of the news
reporter is to tell the reader what
happened, who it happened to, how
it happened and when it happened.
Press Pass Judging Panel

New York during his exile in South
America, and that they were able to
reconcile their differences. ‘We
talked for a long time… we had a lot
of fun,’ she says. ‘There was a lot of
laughter.’
Even though her battle to have
their son acknowledged turned
Casey’s life upside down, Ms Murphy
says the bishop bore her no ill-will.

interview: pages 8, 9 and 10

enda ‘may cling on to power for months’

full story
page 6
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Rio ticket
inquiry
hits major
obstacles
BY TOM LYONS
The state inquiry into
the Rio Olympics ticket
scandal has admitted it
is facing major obstacles
because key players are
prevented from cooperating with it because of fear
of self-incrimination.
The non-statutory
inquiry set up by the
Minister for Sport Shane
Ross has circulated a draft
report in recent weeks to
various parties.
Called the Moran Inquiry after its chair Judge
Carroll Moran, the inquiry has made progress in
some areas, but has admitted it is handicapped in
its work as key witnesses
cannot cooperate because
they are also facing a
criminal investigation in
Brazil. The Moran Inquiry
is due to send its findings
to the government later
this month.
see page 7
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Fears for homeowners as
AIB begins bad loan clearout
l
l

Europe threat to groundbreaking plan to save mortgage holders from vultures
Potential investors told to expect hike in home repossessions after €12bn IPO

BY JACK HORGAN-JONES
AND IAN GUIDER
The impact on borrowers of
the state’s plan to sell a quarter
of AIB is becoming apparent,
with the bank set to ramp up
loan sales and repossessions
after it exits full state ownership. In addition, a plan to
save thousands of its mortgage
holders from vulture funds
hangs in the balance following an intervention by Europe.
Potential investors in the
bank, who asked not to be
named, said that they have
been told to expect an increase
in repossessions as AIB gets to

grips with the remaining level
of non-performing loans on
its books. The hardline stance
is designed to woo potential
backers of the bank’s flotation.
There will also be a string
of loan sales, with The Sunday
Business Post establishing that
the bank is planning at least
two major loan book sales, including a €1 billion portfolio
known as Project Redwood.
In a move that would impact
on thousands of distressed
mortgage holders, it can also
be revealed that a potentially
groundbreaking plan to help
thousands of borrowers remain in their homes has run

into massive difficulties.
The bank has been in advanced talks with anti-repossession advocates to sell up to
5,000 home loans through a
combination of mortgage-torent and debt sales.
However, issues have
emerged with Europe that
could thwart the deal. The
move means that the mortgages could now be acquired
by vulture funds.
Sources said that the government’s publication of
leases which would allow
the private sector take on the
soured debt has been delayed
to page 2
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Minding the living and the dead
‘D
EAR Family
Members.”
No one likes
those letters.
Lots of family members
got a letter last week. It
was to tell them that of the
80 residential centres for
the disabled run by John
of God’s, Hiqa is not happy
with 33 of them. And John
of God’s are “experiencing
difficulties in arriving
at compliance” in some
centres.
Hiqa met the board
of John of God’s last
month and “expressed its
concern about the lack of
progress”. John of God’s
“acknowledged our failures”.
Can you imagine those
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frustrating having to deal with
erratic driving from tourists,
impromptu picture stops and
‘dangerously slow driving.’
For pupils of Pobalscoil
Chorca Dhuibhne, the new
proposals will be welcomed.
Students say the improvements
will greatly enhance their
journey to school by shortening
their trips both ways. ‘’Any
few minutes extra at home
in the morning or gained for
homework or community
pursuits come evening is to
be welcomed’’ says Jason Mac
a tSíthígh, Chairman of the

Pobalscoil Chorca Dhuibhne
Students’ Council. School bus
drivers were also enthusiastic
about the upgrade, citing the
straightening of the road as
necessary to eliminate the
potential danger posed by high
sided coaches packed with
students negotiating hairpin
bends.
Others have different issues
with this project. Landowners
along the route have been
served CPO’s by the NRA
and County Council. While
many have accepted the
arrangements, some have not
owing to a lack of clarification
on the exact route and the likely
outcome for their property.
Kay Devane of ‘Kate’s Shop’ in
Lispole claims she still has ‘no
idea’ how the road will affect
her premises and another
adjacent property, stating ‘’This
is going on for 6 years and
some locals still don’t know
for certain how they will be
effected.’’
With landowners still
seeking a clarification meeting
with NRA and Council
representatives it appears that
this project, like the N86 itself,
is set for tailbacks of its own.

Ex Dept of Finance chief John Moran
FREE CUP OF
COFFEE AT COSTA

SundayIndependent
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they come here in the first
place? Those hairpins are an
attraction in themselves.’ When
asked whether the changes will
help improve safety the local
replied that ‘the road as it is
enforces safety. Those hairpins
slow cars down. You can’t pass
out.’’
However more seasoned
road-users want to see the
changes, citing faster commute
times with safer stretches to
overtake the ‘glut of tourists’
on this popular national
route. One Dingle motorist
cited the summer months as
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ed stop about mother and
baby homes. But it’s hardly a
mystery. That’s just the way
things were then. People
went along with it.
And why would the
HSE farm out Grace to
somewhere she might be
in danger, and effectively
forget about her? Because
that’s just how it was done
in Grace’s time.
And why are so many
homes for the disabled not
up to scratch? Because that’s
just how it is. We know we
can’t trust the HSE. We
know we can’t trust charities. But that’s who the
Government has farmed it
out to now, and that’s just
how it is.
And some day someone
might say. “But why did the
Government farm this important job of looking after
these citizens out to people
who didn’t do it properly?”
And someone will say
that it’s surprising no one
said anything.

Fianna Fáil will battle against
Varadkar’s plans for PRSI/USC
BY HUGH O’CONNELL
AND MICHAEL BRENNAN
New Fine Gael leader Leo
Varadkar is set for a battle with
Fianna Fáil over his tax plans,
as he prepares to dismiss some
of Simon Coveney’s key allies.
While Varadkar is expected
to avoid a large-scale cabinet
clear-out, up to six ministers
of state are expected to lose
their positions. Those most at
risk include those who backed
Coveney such as Ministers of
State Dara Murphy, Marcella
Corcoran Kennedy and David
Stanton.
Vol. 30. No. 22

However, Varadkar is facing opposition from Fianna
Fáil to his plans to merge USC
and PRSI into a single social
insurance payment.
Fianna Fáil finance spokesman Michael McGrath said he
did not see any scope for the
“complex” policy to be implemented in the lifetime of
this government.
“Given how tight the numbers are and how finely balanced the arrangement is
I don’t see scope for policy
shifts within this government,
he said.
There is still uncertainty

about whether Varadkar will
keep Tánaiste Frances Fitzgerald in her position or offer the
role to his defeated rival Simon
Coveney.
Coveney, who met Varadkar
yesterday afternoon in Dublin, said he would continue to
push the ideas he had outlined
during his campaign.
“There is a huge opportunity for Leo to capitalise on
the conversation that has happened around Fine Gael. I have
a lot of very strong views in
that regard and Leo knows
most of those already, I think
he agrees with a lot of them,”

Coveney said.
Fine Gael ministers have
said Varadkar will also be
taking in some of Coveney’s
policies, both to reflect his
strong performance in the
leadership election and as a
bridge-building exercise.
Although Varadkar had a
decisive victory in the Fine
Gael parliamentary party with
51 of the 73 members supporting him, one of the key tasks
facing him is to engage with
the 22 on the Coveney side.
Coveney said he wanted to be
an “asset” to the new leader.

ANNIE Murphy said she will leave it to
her son to grieve for Eamonn Casey.
Reacting to the 89-year-old’s death from
her US home, she told the Herald: “I
want to leave it to his family and Peter.”
Ms Murphy also spoke of the close relationship
her son forged with his father in later years.

FULL STORY: SEE PAGES 4-7

See pages 3, 17-19, 24-25

“I’ve no idea if Arlene
respects me or not”

Michelle O’Neill interview

Alan O’Keeffe

pages 14-15
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News

Tutorial
How to Write News
Your job is to make the news story as relevant,
interesting, informative and as accurate as you
can.
Always remember who you are writing for. The
person reading the Irish Times will want the
information written and presented in a certain
way, so too the person reading the Irish Sun.
So whether you’re writing for the school
newspaper, or the New York Times, be aware of
your audience.
Keep the story simple and straight-forward.
Make it as easy as possible for the reader to
digest the information.
The opening paragraph (or intro) is vital - it’s
your only chance to grab the reader’s attention
and entice them to read on.
Remember - you’ve lost 30% of readers after the
first paragraph and 50% by paragraph four.

How to Structure
a News Story
Remember the five Ws when writing news –
Who, What, Where, When and Why. Answer
these for the reader and you’ve done your job.

Headline

Five times as many
people read headlines as
the actual story

Picture

Detailed picture
enhances the
story

Byline

Journalist who
broke the story

FOR EXAMPLE: A man was gunned down in
front of shocked shoppers in the latest
gangland tit-for-tat murder.

What?

The What - summarise what happened.
The 31-year-old, identified as one of the
country’s leading drug dealers, was shot six
times in the head and chest.

When?

The When – give the reader some
more of the key details.
He was shot shortly after 1pm, by a lone
gunman, as he walked down Grafton Street in
front of hundreds of shoppers.

10

Headline

Must give people a
reason to read on

Font

large, bold text to
show it’s the most
important element of
design

Sub head
Celeb couple share
good news

Holds the reader’s
attention by giving
more details

What

Tell the reader
what happened

Why

How the
controversy
erupted

Additional info
Further details to
enhance story

Email

Contact for newsroom

Beyoncé has given birth to twins in Los Angeles,
according to reports on several celebrity news
websites .
The singer, who is 35, and her partner, the rapper
and music producer Jay Z, already have a five-year-old
daughter, Blue Ivy.
E! News, citing multiple unidentified sources, reported
the birth and that Jay Z and Blue Ivy were seen at a Los
Angeles area hospital on Thursday.
Us Weekly, also citing multiple unidentified sources,
reported that the couple welcomed twins earlier this week.
“Bey and Jay are thrilled and have started sharing the news
with their family and closest friends,” one source told
People.
A representative for Beyoncé did not respond to a request
for comment.
The celebrity news websites did not provide additional
details, such as the date and time the twins were born or
the sex of the infants.
The performer, one of the most powerful women in
the music business, announced the pregnancy on her
Instagram account in February along with an image of her
posing in lingerie and caressing a noticeable baby bump.
The announcement had more than 8m “likes” in the first
24 hours to become the “most liked” Instagram post ever.
The R&B singer performed live at the Grammy awards
in Los Angeles two weeks later, proudly displaying her
swelling belly in a motherhood-themed show. She has
since posted numerous pictures of her bare baby bump on
social media accounts.
The birth of Blue Ivy caused a paparazzi storm in 2012,
with New York’s Lenox Hill hospital shutting down part of
its maternity wing to accommodate the family.
News of the pregnancy came less than a year after the
release of Beyoncé’s 2016 album Lemonade, in which she
appeared to address longstanding rumours of trouble in
her eight-year marriage.
The lyrics of several songs spoke about being cheated on,
and regretting being married. But Beyoncé made clear in
the final tracks of the album and in music videos featuring
Jay Z that she had decided to stay in the relationship.
The couple has never addressed the rumours publicly.
news@newspress.ie

Who?
The Who - who is the story about.
Gardai believe the murdered man was Joe
Bloggs, from the inner city. Bloggs was a career
criminal who was one of the main importers of
cocaine into the country.

Why?

The Why – vital background information
Bloggs had survived an attempt on his life last
year and was, according to sources, ‘a dead
man walking’ after double crossing his former
partner in crime.

Where?
The Where – give more details of the attack.
Bloggs was just passing the entrance of HMV
when a hooded man approached and pulled
a gun from his jacket pocket, according to
eyewitness accounts.
In this case, you would use plenty of quotations,
what people saw, what they heard, what they
did, what happened next.

BY EDWARD MCCARTHY

The Introduction
The most important section of any news
story is the opening paragraph. The intro
communicates the facts of the article in the
first few lines.

DOUBLE
JOY
FOR
BEYONCÉ

Intro

The golden rule is
KISS — keep it short
and simple

Key tips

Who

Who it
happened to

When

Exact details
of when it
happened

Know your audience - who are you writing
for? Regardless of the platform you are writing
for - always remember - be brief and to the
point Never forget the the 5 Ws –
Who? What? When? Where? Why?
1. Tell the reader how you know what you know
- source every new piece of information.
2. Be clear and accurate - make sure your story
makes sense.
3. Reread for accuracy and fairness before you
finish.
4. Check all the numbers, dates and details.
5. Check your spelling and punctuation
- ensure names are spelled correctly and
consistently throughout the story.
6. Check for balance. Is the story balanced and
fair? Does it tell both sides of the story?
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Tutorial

A boy of 15 yesterday gave a
harrowing account of how he
survived and recovered from
the terror blast that killed his
best friend.
Adam Lawler revealed that
he spent a week in intensive
care and had five operations
to remove more than 20 nuts

Writing styles
Journalists use different writing styles
to tell the same story.
From straight news reporting – the
how, why, what, where and when, to
colour and analysis, the writer can
use a variety of formats to inform the
reader, provide greater context and
understanding, and in some cases
behind the story itself.

1

News
Twenty-two people have been
killed and at least 59 people
injured in a terrorist bombing
during an Ariana Grande
concert at Manchester Arena.
Children are known to be
among the dead.
It is the worst terror attack in
the UK since 56 people were
killed in the 7 July London
bombings in 2005.
Footage showed thousands
of people fleeing the arena
in a panic after an explosion
ripped through the foyer as
people milled out of the arena
at 10.33pm.

Feature

Wednesday, May 24, 2017

Included here are a number of
examples of how journalists told
the story of the bomb attack during
the Ariana Grande concert in
Manchester. And of course, how
some on social media told stories
that never happened at all.

and bolts blown into his body
during the Manchester Arena
bombing.
It left him almost blind in his
right eye, with a gaping wound
in his face, seven broken teeth,
shattered bones in both legs and
many other shrapnel wounds.
Adam also told of how his

experiences of the bombing
had made him cynical and of
his continuing fury at suicide
bomber Salman Abedi.
And, with a remarkable
maturity for his years, he spoke
out about the political and
security failings that allowed
the atrocity to happen.

€1.20 (65p NI)

MANCHESTER BOMBING

HOW
COULD HE?
Victims: saffie
Roussos, 8, and
Georgina
Callander with
ariana Grande

+ Suicide bomber + Some families + Thousands
named as Briton still searching gather in vigil
Salman Abedi
for loved ones of defiance
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‘‘

There is a
struggle to
keep open a space
in which we can
recognise two
truths: the evil of
an institution and
the good of so
many individuals
who gave their
lives to it
Fintan O’Toole,
Opinion, page 12

Rivals are in agreement that the top
rate of income tax should be reduced

TERROR AT
POP GIG
SEE
PAGES
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Pension nest egg

Win a trip to see the All Blacks
in final Test against the Lions

FG leadership candidates clash over
spending plans and industrial relations

CARNAGE IN MANCHESTER

Killer
Locke
‘raped’
victim
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HORROR:
Police carry
injured pop
fan from
gig by (inset
left) Ariana
Grande

At least 19 dead and dozens more injured

PAT LEAHY, FIACH KELLY
and SARAH BARDON

The Fine Gael leadership
contest has entered a new
phase, with candidates Leo
Varadkar and Simon Coveney
clashing over their policies.
Documents published by
both candidates yesterday and
over the weekend demonstrate a clear difference of
emphasis, with Mr Coveney
underlining the need for
action on inequality and
inclusion, while Mr Varadkar
stressed enterprise and
reward.
Mr Varadkar set out a series
of tax cuts as well as plans for
more public spending, which
were characterised by Mr
Coveney as a “list of spending
commitments”. He also took
issue with Mr Varadkar’s state-

‘‘

A strike
ban ‘would
meet strong
resistance’ from
workers
ment that Fine Gael needed to
be for people who “get out of
bed early in the morning”, saying the party should represent
other people too. However,
both agreed the top rate of
income tax should be reduced.
Speaking at a Fine Gael
meeting in Wicklow last night,
Mr Varadkar said his document “doesn’t supersede the
agreement we have with Fianna Fáil or the programme for
government with the Independents.” However, he said it
“could form the basis of a
future Fine Gael manifesto”.
Publicsector
Mr Coveney criticised the
timing of Mr Varadkar’s
announcement yesterday that
he would introduce legislation
banning public sector workers
from striking in essential
services if he were taoiseach.
Mr Varadkar’s manifesto
said: “We will legislate to
make Labour Court recommendations binding on employers and unions in essential
public and security services as
determined by the Oireach-
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tas.” It said the right to strike
would not be impinged upon
“until a Labour Court
determination is made”.
Strikes took place in Dublin
Bus and the Luas last year
after workers rejected Labour
Court proposals.
A spokesman for Mr Varadkar later confirmed he did not
intend to introduce a ban on
some public sector workers in
vital services going on strike.
Voluntaryprocess
The spokesman said he was
not suggesting a ban, but
rather making Labour Court
recommendations, which is a
voluntary process, binding on
parties.He confirmed this
meant workers who did not
choose to attend the Labour
Court could not be prevented
from striking.
General secretary of the
Irish Congress of Trade
Unions Patricia King said
earlier a strike ban “would
meet strong resistance” from
workers.
Mr Varadkar has continued
to build a strong lead among
FG TDs, Senators and MEPs,
with Wicklow Minister of
State Andrew Doyle declaring
for him yesterday.
The Irish Times tracker of
voting intention estimates Mr
Varadkar has a 46-20 lead
among the 73 members of the
parliamentary party.
Seeking to generate a
fightback, Mr Coveney told
Today FM’s The Last Word
that he looked for the position
of Minister for Housing so he
could “test himself”.
“I don’t know how Leo
came to be Minister for Social
Protection. I don’t try to look
for an easy job so I can canvass
for another job.”
Mr Coveney’s supporters
said he was targeting at least
six TDs, urging them to reverse their commitment to Mr
Varadkar. It is understood
Longford-Westmeath TD Peter Burke, Limerick TD Tom
Neville and Clare TD and Minister of State Pat Breen are to
be contacted by Mr Coveney.
Varadkar threatens to
scrap Coveney’s tax
refund: page 2
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‘‘

Ivanka’sprayerTrumpsvisittheWesternWallinJerusalem
■ Ivanka Trump prays as she touches the Western Wall, Judaism’s holiest prayer site in Jerusalem’s Old City yesterday. Rare opportunity to bring peace to region,
says Trump on visit to Israel: page 8. PHOTOGRAPH: HEIDI LEVINE/REUTERS

Battle to
be top dog
in Ulster is as
tough as ever
Jim McGuinness,
SportsTuesday,
page 20

Manchester blast kills 19 and injures 50
Nineteen people died after a
blast tore through a pop
concert at Manchester Arena
last night.
Greater Manchester Police
said around 50 other people
were injured in the explosion at
the Ariana Grande concert.
“This is currently being treated as a terrorist incident until
police know otherwise,” the
force said in a statement issued
early this morning.
Witnesses reported hearing
a “huge bang” and a video
posted on Twitter showed fans
screaming and running inside
the venue, who can hold up to
21,000 spectators.

One woman told Reuters she
felt a massive explosion as she
was leaving the concert.
“We were making our way
out and when we were right by
the door there was a massive explosion and everybody was
screaming,” Catherine Macfarlane said.
“It was a huge explosion - you
could feel it in your chest. It was
chaotic. Everybody was running and screaming and just trying to get out of the area.”
Suzy Mitchell (26) whose flat
is opposite the venue, told the
Press Association a huge bang
rocked the neighbourhood.
She said: “[I] just heard a

huge bang from my bed, came
out to the front of my
apartments – we’re on the top
floor so have perfect view – and
everyone was running away in
big crowds.
‘Bomb-likebang’
Ariana Grande (23) started her
career as a star on a
Nickelodeon TV series. She is
particularly popular with
children and teenagers. Last
night’s concert was part of on a
tour supporting her 2016
album, Dangerous Woman.
One fan described how the
explosion hit the venue as fans
were leaving the building.

Majid Khan (22) said: “We
were all exiting the venue when
around 10.40 or 10.45pm-ish a
huge bomb-like bang went off
that hugely panicked everyone
and we were all trying to flee
the arena.
“Everyone was in a huge
state of panic, calling each

other as some had gone to the
toilet whilst this had gone off,
so it was just extremely
disturbing for everyone there.”
Parents who had been
separated from their children
during the mayhem were told
to go to a Holiday Inn, where
many of them had taken refuge.
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Ruling will help insolvent mortgage
holders to secure debt write-offs
Insolvent homeowners will
have a greater chance of being
able to secure the write-off of
unaffordable mortgage debts
following an important High
Court judgment.
The ruling emerged after a legal battle between KBC Bank
Ireland and a Drogheda couple
who fell behind on a ¤285,647
mortgage on their three-bedroom semi-detached house after both lost their jobs for a
time. The personal insolvency
arrangement agreed by the
court means the couple, Colm

and Paula Callaghan, can write ¤135,000 of the debt. The reoff about ¤242,000 worth of maining ¤135,000 would have
debt, including ¤165,000 due been declared “inactive”and
to KBC. This will leave them not subject to interest paywith a ¤120,000 mortgage ments. It could be repaid later
from KBC on a home currently in the couple’s lifetimes, or
worth ¤105,000.
from the sale of the house after
their deaths.
‘Kickingthecan’
Ms Justice Marie Baker reThe bank had appealed an earli- jected the bank’s objection, sider ruling by the Circuit Court ing with an earlier judgment of
granting the couple this deal. a Circuit Court judge who arKBC wanted the mortgage to be gued KBC’s proposal was “kickwritten down only to ing the can down the road”.
¤270,000. This amount would
Court rejects bank’s
then have been split in two,
plan to defer couple’s
with the Callaghans continuing
mortgage: page 7
to make repayments on
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A shocked young girl is led
away from the scene of the
carnage and (below) the first
victim, Georgina Callander,
with Ariana Grande
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Colour

Inside the arena, a sea of pink balloons; ‘Ariana
superfans’ – girls, mainly – thrilled at seeing the star
herself perform live; mums and dads proud to be
taking their youngest, primary school age daughters
to their first ever pop concert.
The killer could have been in no doubt he was
targeting innocents.
Ariana Grande, at 23 not much older than her fans,
gave a final “Bye bye Manchester!” The lights came on.
The children and their parents started to file out of the
Manchester Arena. And then it happened.
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Comment
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Fake news

The news is an important
medium, and the media has
a responsibility to share it to
the best of their ability. But the
media also has a responsibility
to the people – both its
audience and the human beings
who make up any story.
Newsrooms need to not
just discourage bad, invasive
reporting but ban it entirely, and
stop sending their employees

to help traumatise victims. The
media culture we’ve fostered is
a toxic one, and it’s no wonder
people the world over find
themselves with a deep-seeded
hatred of what we do.
In these trying times, good
media is needed more than ever
– not sensationalist cruel hate
that is anything but in the public
interest.

Ariana Grande who is to become an
honorary citizen of Manchester after
organising a concert to raise funds for
victims of the terror attack in the city.
Picture: Dave Hogan, AP
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Analysis
The most thankless job in
live music has just got a little
harder again. The horrific events
following the Ariana Grande
show at the Manchester Arena
last week have put the focus
once more on security at
concerts and live music events.
As with the murderous attack
on the Bataclan venue in Paris
during a show by the Eagles
of Death Metal in 2014, a show
attended by people who simply
want to see a band or pop act
has proven to be an easy target
for terrorists.

RRP of The Herald in ROI is €1.20
THE HERALD Vol. 126 No. 122

Security at live music shows
is already a huge priority for
promoters. Those who regularly
go to concerts know what to
expect when they approach the
door in terms of bag checks,
pat-downs and the like. Such
scrutiny is further heightened
when it comes to festivals and
big outdoor shows, with security
forming a huge part of the preevent planning and budgeting.

The posts all have something
in common – they were all sent
after an attack in a European
country and were all fake.
Attached to each was a picture
of someone who wasn’t at the
scene; some weren’t even in the
same country.
In the wake of the Manchester
attack, family members of
people genuinely caught up in
Monday night’s terror searched

desperately for news of their
loved ones. Many turned to
social media. Collages of the
missing were created by people
who wanted to help.
But as their posts went viral, so
did the hoaxes. And this time,
some ended up being published
by major news outlets in
the media scramble which
traditionally follows a terrorist
attack.
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News

Tutorial

How to conduct
an interview
An interview is one of the best sources of news.
Talking to someone, asking questions, asking the right
questions is a great way of eliciting information.
Some of the best, most informative and interesting
stories have come from interviews.

1) The more you do your
homework in advance, the
easier it will be.
Find out as much as possible about the person you are
interviewing in advance - your background knowledge will tell
your subject you are really interested in their story.

2) Be ready
Try to anticipate what kind of story you will end up with. You
should know what to expect from the interview, but keep an
open mind in case there’s a different story - a better angle - or
a second story.

3) Key questions
• Write down your questions in advance.
• Have an idea of what information you want to get - that
should help you frame your questions.
• Make sure you cover all the key areas you want to talk about.
• Be realistic - there’s no point asking 50 questions, if you only
have time, or room in your article, for 10.
• Work out the timing - how long your questions will take to
ask, how long the interviewee will allow you.
• Don’t be afraid to ask about the time in advance - nothing
worse than turning up only to discover that the person you
are interviewing has only 10 minutes to talk.
• Be interesting - if you ask boring questions, you’ll get boring
answers.

5) Note taking
Make sure you take down the details correctly.
Not much good if you can’t read your writing afterwards!
If you plan to record (either audio or video) the interview make
sure the device is working properly, you have enough storage
room and battery power.

6) Listen
You’re there to listen, not to talk. Let them do the talking and
then make sure you gather plenty of quotes.

7) Wrap up
Just before you leave, make sure you’ve asked all your
questions and covered all the topics.
Then ask the “bucket question” - “Is there anything else you
feel I should know / you would like to tell me”?
Get a phone number, in case you need to double check any
details later.

8) Read it
Always read what you write. Make sure the transcript of your
interview makes sense, reads well, is accurate and a fair
reflection of the interview.

4) Be right

Check and double check every detail. If the answer is not clear,
or you don’t understand it, don’t be afraid to ask it again.
Check the spelling of names, addresses and other unusual
details - don’t presume you know. It would be a pity to get
personal or other details wrong because you didn’t take time
to check.

Make sure you
take down the
details correctly.
Not much good if
you can t read
your writing
afterwards!

'
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Social Media
Twitter and Journalism:
Nestmates Since the Beginning

Tips to help you get the most out
Twitter and build your own following

1. Tweet
your beat
One of the best ways to
increase Twitter engagement
is to Tweet regularly about
the subjects you cover.
Our research shows that
for people who post a
concentrated number of
Tweets in a short time span,
follower growth is far higher
than average (1.5x). Livetweeting or posting updates
about a news event related
to your beat is one way to
grow followers and increase
interaction.

2. Use hashtags
for context
Tweets with hashtags (the
# symbol, immediately
followed by the subject
or keyword related to
the Tweet) can increase
engagement almost
100% for individuals.
Journalists and news
publishers use hashtags
to organise conversations,
gather feedback, and to
identify and engage with
Twitter users discussing a
particular topic.

POPULAR
IRISH JOURNALISTS
ON TWITTER
@cooper_m 
Presenter,
The Last Word, Today FM

E
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ver since Twitter made its public debut
at the SXSW tech festival in 2007,
journalists have been among its most
loyal users. At SXSW, journalists followed
each other on Twitter to find out where
the best speakers and panel discussions
were. After the festival, they followed their
colleagues from across the country, along
with celebrities, politicians, sports stars,
and government services - all of whom were
joining the service at a rapid rate.
Soon enough, a journalist without a Twitter
account became the exception, not the
rule.
Why? What is Twitter’s unique value to
a journalist? Well, it’s a public platform.
If you Tweet, chances are anyone in the
world with an internet connection and
some know-how will be able to see it. For
journalists, this means that they can track
what their colleagues are up to, what
stories other news outlets are producing,
and, crucially, what the subjects of their
own stories are saying.
Over its eleven years, Twitter has
become the go-to platform for public
figures to make statements and interact
with people. Whether it’s an apology, a
declaration of support for a particular
cause, or an invitation to share in a joyous
announcement, people break news on
Twitter everyday and journalists have this
amazing news source at their fingertips.
Literally!

Being such an open platform, Twitter
enables journalists to see the many sides of
a story. They may find themselves chasing
the accuracy of a press release and come
across a user who has valuable information
that proves or disproves the statement.
A journalist might be watching a political
debate on TV and find that the claims being

Fundamentally,
Twitter is a tool
that enhances a
journalist’s ability to
verify stories
made by a politician are being rebutted in
real-time by a user who claims to know the
truth of the matter and whose Tweets are
going viral as the politician speaks.
Fundamentally, Twitter is a tool that
enhances a journalist’s ability to verify
stories. Storyful, a company that was set
up on these very shores, built its business,
in part, on Twitter’s capacity to carry a
journalist to the truth of a story, if that
journalist has the nose for it. As we say
here, Twitter is what’s happening.

@roisiningle
Deputy Features Editor,
The Irish Times

3.

@Cite your
sources

When tweeting
about or to a Twitter
user (individual or
brand), include their
Twitter handle (the @
sign, followed by the
username). Post tweets
that include URLs, but
also tweets with @
mentions, and Tweets
with no links at all.

@fionnansheahan
4. Share what
you’re reading
News accounts receive 100%
more active engagement
on a high-performing Tweet
when a URL is included. To
increase the engagement on
your account and Tweets, mix
it up a bit: when individuals
share URLs to non-company
sources, they experience
a bump in follows. Use the
Retweet button as a tool
to curate content for your
followers. Individuals with
above expected follower
growth send 200% more
Retweets compared to
individuals with below
expected follower growth.

Editor,
Irish Independent

@McConnellDaniel
Political Editor,
Irish Examiner

@ElaineByrne
Columnist,
Sunday Business Post

@leeofthemail
Political Editor,
Mail on Sunday
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FROM TWEET TO

Front page

3

Internet
News website are quickly
on the story, with greater
detail and background.

News moves very quickly. It’s only a matter of seconds from when a story
breaks that it appears on social media and then on newspaper websites

1

Press
statement
Press statement issued from
Garda HQ announcing that
Garda Commissioner Nóirín
O’Sullivan has quit her job.

Issue Date: 10/09/2017

Statement from Garda Commissioner
Nóirín O’Sullivan
Garda Commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan today announced
that she is retiring from An Garda Síochána after 36
years of privileged, enjoyable and proud service.
Ms. O’Sullivan notified Taoiseach Leo Varadkar and
Justice Minister Charlie Flanagan this afternoon,
thanking them for their continued confidence in
her. She also thanked former Taoiseach Enda Kenny
and former Tánaiste and Minister for Justice Frances
Fitzgerald.
“The support for me to continue in the role is
evident,” the Commissioner said today. “However,
I devoted much of my summer break to considering if
continuing would be the right thing to do.

4

Front pages
The following morning, the front
pages are dominated by the story,
with newspapers offering greater
insight, comment and analysis.

R1

Sports Monday
Cork reclaim
their crown

Pricewatch

THE IRISH TIMES
O’Sullivan’s sudden retirement takes
Government and Garda by surprise
Decision to step
down comes after
three years dogged
by controversies

‘‘

Taoiseach agrees
with move and
plans to speed up
crucial reforms

It has become clear, over the
last year, that the core of my
job is now about responding to
an unending cycle of requests,
questions, instructions and
public hearings involving
various agencies and dealing
with inaccurate commentary
surrounding all of these
matters.When a commissioner
is trying to implement deep
reform and rectify the failures
and mistakes of the past, the
difficulty is that the vast
majority of her time goes, not
to implementing the necessary
reforms but to dealing with
this unending cycle

CONOR LALLY
Crime and Security Editor

The Government and the Garda force were caught by surprise last night after the unexpected resignation of Garda
commissioner Nóirín O’Sullivan, the second garda commissioner to step down in 3½ years.
Ms O’Sullivan retired from
the force without serving out a
notice period after a near
three-year commissionership
dogged by controversies.
Her announcement came as
a surprise even to those she
worked closely with. Her term
as the first female commissioner came to an end at midnight.
Deputy
commissioner
Dónall Ó Cualáin, who is in
charge of governance and strategy, has taken over as acting
commissioner.
Cabe are being investigated by
the Charleton tribunal.
Dedicatedservice
But it was more recent conIn a statement, Ms O’Sullivan troversies concerning inflated
said she believed there was sup- Garda breath test data, the
port for her to continue in her wrongful conviction of motorrole but it had become clear to ists and especially her handling
her “that the core of my job is of the financial governance
now about responding to an un- problems at the Garda College,
ending cycle of requests, ques- Templemore, that damaged
tions, instructions and public her most.
hearings involving various
Ms O’Sullivan took over as
agencies including the Public acting commissioner in March
Accounts Committee, the Jus- 2014 after Martin Callinan also
tice and Equality Committee, stepped down with no notice
the Policing Authority, and vari- and amid controversy. She was
ous other inquiries” rather appointed to the role proper six
than implementing necessary months later. In total she spent
reforms “and meeting the obvi- 36 years in the Garda.
ous policing and security chalTaoiseach Leo Varadkar
lenges”.
thanked the outgoing commisAllegations that she smeared sioner for “her many years of
whistleblower Sgt Maurice Mc- dedicated service to the State”.

EX

Parsons’s long journey
back to heart of action

ThebestsportswritingfromMaryHannigan,BrianO’Connor,MalachyClerkin,KenEarly,JohnnyWattersonandKeithDuggan

He said he agreed that her de- Government would now seek to
cision was made in the best in- “accelerate the crucial and esterests of the Garda, “ensuring sential reform programme” in
that it can focus on the exten- the force.
Just last week, he said the
sive programme of reform that
commissioner retained the Govis now under way.”
However, he said that the ernment’s confidence.
Minister for Justice Charlie
Flanagan said he would discuss
with his Cabinet colleagues the
next steps for the Garda, including the process for selecting a
Reportsandanalysis
ConorLallyandPatLeahy new commissioner.
Labour leader Brendan Howpages4&5
Editorialcommentpage13 lin said it was now time for an
outsider to be appointed to lead
the Garda. Ms O’Sullivan was
unable to adequately reform
the force as she was a product of
its culture, he said, and the next
commissioner should come
“from outside the current
ranks”.

Inside

The recently established the post needs to be increased which became operational afCommission on the Future of from about ¤180,000 a year ter Ms O’Sullivan secured the
Policing in Ireland will now like- plus allowances, and that State commissioner’s post, will now
ly be asked to examine break- security should be taken out of effectively recruit her succesing up the force into two agen- the Garda organisation so re- sor.
cies, one looking after national cruitment could be opened inMs O’Sullivan will be entitled
security, the other traditional ternationally across the many to a gratuity payment of close to
policing duties such as tackling ranks of the force.
¤300,000 and an annual pencrime, road traffic enforcement
The Policing Authority, sion of almost ¤100,000.
and other such duties.
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Miami
badly hit
as Irma
rages on

free

irishmirror.ie – first for
breaking news

SUZANNE LYNCH
Washington Correspondent

The west coast of Florida was
preparing for devastating
storm surges of up to 15ft as
Hurricane Irma barrelled its
way north through the state,
leaving a trail of destruction
and shattering Miami.
At least three people were
reported to have died, and
more than two million homes
were left without power.
The 480km-wide hurricane crashed down on Florida yesterday morning, hurling winds of up to 200km/h
and bringing storm surges of
up to 10ft to coastal areas,
with further devastation expected today as it heads
north.
After gathering strength
over the warm water between Cuba and Florida on
Saturday night, Irma made
landfall in the US mainland
shortly after sunrise on the
Florida Keys – the small
chain of islands off the southern tip of Florida.
It then continued its slow
trajectory northwest before
making landfall for a second
time near Naples on the west
coast last night, with the cities of St Petersburg, Naples
and Tampa, due to bear the
brunt of the damage.
Fierce winds pummelled
the Miami area, sending debris flying and causing several construction cranes to collapse. Water flooded into
homes and businesses in
downtown Miami, with the
city’s financial district inundated.

20-page
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the action because the window
of opportunity for treating the
boys is fast running out. The
therapy, Translarna, can only
be given to children while they
are still able to walk.
The drug is available in
Northern Ireland and 22 European countries but was rejected
by the HSE a month ago because of concerns over cost and
clinical effectiveness.
“We feel we have no option
on behalf of the two boys but to
appeal the HSE’s decision,”
said Adrian Haigh, the compa-

ny’s European director. The legal action will cost more than
any revenue that can be expected from the product this year,
he pointed out. It may also cost
the HSE more than it would
have to pay for the drug.
Translarna is used to treat
boys with a certain type of Duchenne’s, whose condition is
caused by a particular genetic
defect, who are aged five and
older and are able to walk.
Approved by the European
Medicines Agency, it is the first
drug to deal with the underly-

ing genetic cause of this type of
the disease, which causes muscle degeneration.
Declan O’Rourke, consultant paediatric neurologist at
Temple Street children’s hospital, said the drug kept patients
on their feet longer and slowed
the progress of the disease.
“The families involved are
distressed that it is not available. For them, it is a very
time-sensitive matter.”
An analysis for the HSE last
year found the drug would not
be cost effective, at an annual

cost of about ¤411,000 per patient. Subsequent talks between the company and the
HSE failed to reach agreement.
The firm believes the process
of considering the drug was
flawed. Mr Haigh declined to
say how much the company proposed to charge the HSE but he
said it had offered a “confidential discount”. The number of
treatable children in Ireland
will rise to five by 2019.
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■ Government pressured to clarify €300k
lump sum
and €100k-a-year pension for ex-Garda
Commissioner

Elaine Loughlin

Inside: 2, 3, 10

would have been three years
and Cormac O’Keeffe
in the position on November
25, and would thus qualify
Opposition parties are
■ What happens now, asks
for the payments, as pendemanding to know if the
Cormac O’Keeffe
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sions and lump sums are calGovernment did a special
■ In the end, Nóirín
culated on the best three condeal with Garda CommisO’Sullivan was incapable of
secutive years’ salary in the
sioner Nóirín O’Sullivan
escaping the culture that
10 years before retirement.
over her shock resignation.
moulded her, writes Michael
Justice Minister Charlie
T h e G o ve r n m e n t w a s
Clifford
Page: 3
F l a n a g a n t o l d t h e I ri s h
last night tight-lipped on
■ Ms O’Sullivan’s
Examiner he had “nothing to
whether a €300,000 lump
resignation cannot be
add” to a statement issued by
sum and lucrative €100,000regarded as a victory of
his department which did
a-year pension, which Ms
any kind
Editorial: 10
not address the issue of the
O’Sullivan would have qualiterms of her departure.
fied for in November, will
The Cork team celebrate with the O’Duffy Cup
Mr Flanagan thanked her
still be awarded to her descaptain who has endured two years of injury after yesterday’s Liberty Insurance All-Ireland Senior Camogie Final victory over Kilkenny
Fáil, said the resignation for
her 36 years of service.
pite the early departure.
torment,
at
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Park.
was
on
Julia
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White,
pitch
only
a
former
seconds
must
Cork
when she struck the score that would give Cork
act as a catalyst for
captain Rena Buckley secured a record 18th All-Ireland
“Commissioner O’SulliM s O ’ S u l l i va n , w h o change
a record 27th All-Ireland senior title, while
medal. SEE: Monday Sport
so faith can be re- van showed
announced her resignation
enormous resilstored in the force.
Picture: Matt Browne/Sportsfile yesterday
evening, had faced fusion remained But con- ience, determination, and inaround tegrity in addressing
calls to stand aside for some
those
whether Ms O’Sullivan had challenges
time following the numerous
and, in particureceived a sweetener.
lar, in
scandals which have plagued
Labour justice spokesman reform instituting a radical
the force in recent years.
A l a n K e l l y s a i d : “ T h e ernise programme to modMs O’Sullivan said she Government
our policing service,”
has to clarify he said.
was stepping down because
that
Daniel McConnell
Taoiseach Leo Vardakar
the core of her job had now deal they have not done a
possible grand coalition with Fianna
with the Garda commis- thanked
Political Editor
turned into responding to an sioner
her
Fáil, as proposed by Fine Gael MEP already begun, once this non-budget we are vulnerable in
and that she is going and wished for her service
a few places so “unending cycle
is through, then the reasons
her success in
Brian Hayes in recent weeks,
of requests, of her own volition.
for there is no guarantee we
Ta o i s e a c h L e o Va r a d k a r
the continuing to prop up Fine
leap for- questions, instructions,
the
future.
h a s Taoiseach said: “Speculating
Gael
fade ward again. But if we don’t
and
“We need to know whether
categorically ruled out a so-called
about away,” said one front-bench
“The Government will
a new partner is like eyeing
figure. of Fine Gael and Micheál get ahead public hearings” which was s h e s i g n e d a d
grand coalition with Fianna
e a l w i t h now consider how
is not will- preventing her from
According to a special report
Fáil wallflowers when you are up the
best to
imple- Government on this.”
in ing to do the business, then
after the next election, saying
dancing today’s Irish Examiner,
he could menting a “deep cultural
accelerate the crucial and
he with someone already. It’s
Fine Gael is be in trouble.”
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not some- targeting 60 seats in
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A damning report into
and years
Mr Varadkar’s comments come increase of 10 on what it achieved in to the Irish Examiner have speaking
Speaking to the Irish Examiner,
expressed falsification of almost the welcomed the departure, ahead,” he said.
the 2016 general election.
1.5m
Mr Varadkar said speculating about amid increasing cer tainty that
It can also be revealed that senior their deep frustration with being breath tests was published but added: “With anything
M s O ’ S u l l i va n w a s
once October’s budget is concluded,
such an arrangement is like being
Fianna Fáil TDs believe the party in opposition and the prospect of an- last week, while a Policing that involves public money appointed after the exit
at Fianna Fáil will soon after
of
other term outside
there has to be transparency Martin
a disco and eyeing up anot
seek
Callinan
h e r withdraw from the confidence to can gain at most 10 additional seats has heaped pressure of government Authority report is due in around it.
I have no idea left amid issuesin 2014. He
partner when you are already
on Mr
and at the next election and are
on a supply arrangement early
over the
angered deliver them into power, Martin to the coming weeks.
what ar rangements were quashing
and force
dancefloor with one.
one way or
Ms O’Sullivan was also arrived
of penalty points
a general election before the summer by leader Micheál Martin’s ruling the other.
at but it would be and the treatment
“I am leading a coalition
out of a coalition with Sinn Féin.
mired in the Templemore important
o
of whistle“We are now six years out
that they would be blowers.
Fine Gael and Independents that’sf of 2018.
“He has ruled out Fine Gael, which
of
Senior sources within Fianna Fáil
government and being in opposition financial mismanagement out in the open.”
working well and implementing
is one thing, but repeatedly and
Deputy Commissioner
scandal and is due to give
its
so makes your head
It had been
programme. I hope it will last many have told the Irish Examiner that ball-headedly saying
no to Sinn Féin, senior party figure.go soft,” said one evidence at the Disclosure weekend that reported at the Dónall Ó Cualáin has been
they are operating on the basis of
years yet and perhaps even
Ms O’Sullivan appointed
an he has boxed us into a corner
Tribunal into alleged smear would
get election no later than the
without
“We have to be
be in line to receive a sioner with acting commissummer needing to do so,”
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full powers.
said one senior around or you in power next time campaigns against Garda lump sum
of up to €300,000 as
might see lads start whistleblowers.
Pressed about his views on the break.
party figure.
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well as
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“We can, at best, win 10 seats and considering Europe as an option.”
Opposition TDs, including pension a €100,000 annual with the chair of the Policing
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dead following the incident,
said that gardaí were called
as well as two dogs.
to a house in the Newmarket
A number of horses and
It is understood that gar- area
two dogs were shot dead daí
at
have seized two firearms terday around 2.30am yesin the early hours of yester- as
part of their investigation dispute.following reports of a Cormac O’Keeffe
She said there were delays
day in a dispute in North into
the incident.
at “every level” of the crimi“No
Cork.
Gardaí confirmed that a male one was injured and a Sexually abused children nal justice
in his 30s left the scene and their
The incident took place at man
system — from
in his 30s was arrested in a 131
families are being the Garda
a house in Newmarket.
investig ation,
C registration black subjected
and detained at Mallow
to “additional to the
Toyota Corolla saloon car,”
It is understood that the Garda
trauma” by having to wait courts prosecution, to the
Station under the according
and the judiciary.
dispute spilled out of the provisions
to a garda spokes- a n e s t i m
a t e d f i ve y e a r s
of Section 30 of person.
“This is all despite a stated
house, and that a man in his the
before their court case is obligation
Offences Against the
At the time, gardaí ad- completed,
30s shot at a car, damaging State
to speed things
Act.
according to a up,” she said.
vised
the vehicle, in an argument
“And we know
The arrest came following proachthe public not to ap- national therapy service, the length
with an older man in the a
of time it’s taking
public appeal by gardaí for tion, the vehicle in ques- Cari.
because we are accompanyarea.
but stood down their
Cari said an analysis of 23 ing
information on the whereappeal for information on
them and that’s the averUp to seven horses were abouts
cases in its court accompaniof a car.
age in the 23 cases.”
the car’s whereabouts folsubsequently found shot
ment service for victims
A garda spokesperson lowing
Speaking before the publithe arrest.
last year revealed that these
cation of the service’s annual
cases were “still subject to
report today, Ms Flaherty
extensive delays” at differsaid: “We want to highlight
ent stages in the criminal
the unnecessary additional
justice process.
trauma on children and their
“We found that children f amilies
at a vulnera ble
wait, on average, five years
developmental stage.
from date of the crime to the
“All the elements of the
There have been calls for
end of the criminal proceedlegal system need to try and
media guidelines about
ings,” said Eve Far relly,
address this and reduce the
Karen O’Shea
manager of Cari’s forensic
Scott said on Fox News.
sex assault after radio star
additional trauma from
and court accompaniment
Flooding, roof damage,
George
delays.”
Hook apologised
H u r r i c a n e I r m a r o a r e d and
services.
floating appliances and
Ms Flaherty said Cari
through the Florida Keys furniture
for saying rape victims
“It is our view that a five- managed
were reported in
yesterday with punishing the
to increase the
must share the blame for
year time span out of a
low-lying Keys.
therapeutic hours it could
200kmph winds and began
child’s life is too long and
Three
their assault.
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offer last year.
p u s h i n g i t s w a y n o r t h , includingpeople in Florida,
it behoves all those involved
a sheriff’s deputy,
Despite this, she said waitknocking out power to more were
in the administration of
ing lists and waiting times
than 1.5m people across the the killed in car crashes as
justice to prioritise and
hurricane closed in.
for therapy “continued to
state and collapsing a conIn the mid-1840s, a
expedite children’s cases as
Meanwhile, exotic and dogrow as more referrals were
struction crane over the mestic
far as possible while having
animals, working
number of shipwrecks
received”.
Miami skyline.
regard for due process and
beasts
prompted the building of
She said that, in December
The nearly 650km-wide being and pets alike, are
rights of the accused.”
2016, there were 97 children
storm was expected to make worst sheltered from the
a lighthouse on Capel
Cari CEO Mary Flaherty waiting
of Hurricane Irma in a
a slow, ruinous march up Florida
for Cari therapy
Island.
said five years was “a really
Page 14
county jail.
services.
Florida’s west coast, straight
long time, even for an adult”,
Th
She said the agency had
towards the heavily popu- pigs, e y i n cl u d e d h o r s e s ,
but said that, for a child, it
“campaigned for some time”
lated Tampa-St Petersburg birds,goats, sheep, tropical
was at a vulnerable time in
alligators, snakes,
for more statutory and priarea by this morning.
Molecular biologist
their lives.
turtles, a sloth, and other
vate
funding.
Streets emptied across the species
GiovanniFrazzettoblends
“If they are five... they are
that the sherif f’s
Ms Flaherty said it probottom half of the Florida office
10 by the time its finished in
cares for at a farm for
science with fiction in the
vided therapy to both the
peninsula, and some 127,000 abandoned,
the courts,” she said. “It’s
abused, confisstories of eight different
children and their family
people huddled in shelters. cated,
more serious if they are nine
or donated animals.
and that therapy can take a
“Pray, pray for everybody
relationships. Page 15
or 10 and then into the diffiWorld: 8&9
year or longer, depending on
in Florida,” governor Rick
cult teenage years before the
Opinion: 10
the person’s experience.
case comes up.”
■ Cari: 1890 924567; cari.ie

650km-wide Irma rips
through Florida Keys
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Turmoil in Gardaí
as O’Sullivan quits
Garda chief
■ Cabinet plunged into crisis ■ Beleaguered
■ Commissioner blames
walks away with resigns with €300,000 lump
unending cycle of inquiries for as O’Sullivan
sum and pension of €90,000
six hours’ notice
surprise decision to step down less than
the falsification of 1.5 million
breath tests, financial irreguat the Garda Training
GARDA Commissioner Nóirín larities
and the treatment of
O’Sullivan has stepped down College,
whistleblower Sergeant
from her post, leaving the Gov- Garda
McCabe.
ernment in turmoil and plung- Maurice
Ms O’Sullivan was the first
ing An Garda Síochána deeper
woman to head our national
into crisis.
force and is the second
Ms O’Sullivan’s shock an- police
Garda commissionnouncement came just before consecutive
leave the post abruptly.
6pm yesterday and officials said er to
In March 2014, she replaced
Justice Minister Charlie FlanaMartin Callinan
gan and Taoiseach Leo Varadkar commissioner
basis, and was
interim
an
on
only
were told of her departure
confirmed in the post that
hours earlier.
The Government had strong- November.
outgoing Commissioner
The
Opposition
united
resisted
ly
be entitled to a full lump
calls for the Commissioner to will
of €300,000 and a yearly
be removed from office, with sum
of €90,000 because
ministers insisting she was pension
service in the post
needed to stay on and continue her interim
brings her over the imporpolicing reforms.
threshold for
The Commissioner’s an- tant three-year
nouncement follows several calculations.
Garda pensions and lump
Garda controversies, including
sums are based on the best
three consecutive years of pay
SHANE
and her salary package was
PHELAN
close to €200,000 a year. The
lump sum is 1.5 times the yearly
salary and pension is half salary,
She put on a
given her 36 years of service in
brave face but
the force.
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PAUL WILLIAMS PAGE 6

‘It quickly became clear she was
the wrong person for the job’

MARTINA DEVLIN PAGE 6

‘To change leader is easy – the
challenge is to change culture’

LIAM COLLINS PAGE 4
‘Demoralised Garda force
is now rudderless again’

Former Garda
Commissioner
Nóirín O’Sullivan
Photo: Gerry
Mooney

O’Sullivan
BLUE: Noirin
OUT OF THE
Commissioner
has quit as Garda

’CUFF TIMES:
Garda force
has been hit
by scandals

PAGES 4&5

www.thesun.ie
By ADAM HIGGINS

EMBATTLED
Garda
Noirin O’Sullivan handed Commissioner
tion yesterday following in her resignathree years of
scandals in the Force.
She said an “unending
cycle of
requests, questions, instructions
and
public hearings” had
stopped her
from implementing change.

Full Story — Page Two
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Relapse . . star
helped by cops
and, below,
with wife Mara

2017 €2.00 (£1.30 in Northern Ireland) C

LAND
ANDY MORAN CAN CARRY MAYO TO THE PROMISED

John Downing

ONLY

€1

ts after
■ Garda chief quihit force
string of scandals
€250k
■ She nets bumper pension
payout AND €85k

TROUBLED Jonathan
Meyers hit the booze Rhys
after
his wife had a miscarriage.
The recovering alcoholic
relapsed at Dublin Airport,
with cops forced to help
drunk actor on Saturday. the
Wife Mara Lane yesterday
said the star is getting
help.
She said: “We seem to
be
making so much progress,
sometimes it’s like two steps
forward, one step back.”
Full Story — Page Five
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NOiRiN O’Sullivan will pocket
payout of up to €100,000 afteran annual pension
she quit as Garda
Commissioner yesterday.
The embattled chief stepped
effect less than three years into down with immediate
the top job having been
at the centre of a string of controversies
this year.
She said in a statement: “I
summer break to considering devoted much of my
if continuing would be
the right thing to do.”
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar added
was made “in the best interests” her decision to retire
of the force.
fULL story: Pages 4 anD
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Florida
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Statesecurity
Such a move would mean foreign candidates could be hired
for senior Garda posts without
the need to open State security
practices and secrets to foreign
nationals. At present there are
only two ways into the force; by
joining as a recruit or from the
PSNI.
Government sources believe
the remuneration package for

A US drugs firm has begun legal action against the HSE for
refusing to fund the treatment
of two young boys with a rare genetic condition, Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
The case taken by PTC Therapeutics is believed to be the first
time a mechanism that allows
companies to appeal drug funding decisions to the High Court
has been used.
The company says it is taking
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LAS MAN STANDING
...
Newcastle’s players
celebrate
Jamaal Lascelles’ winner
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Prem big guns
on hot streak
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IT was a Super
Six
weekend
in
the
Prem as all
the big

By TONY LITTLE

took his Spurs
tally
guns hit the
target. 100 with a brace in a past
The
3-0
top-flight’s romp at Everton.
deadliest
United’s £75million
half-dozen
scored
man
Romelu Lukaku
EIGHT
goals fourth
between them.
of the season got his
at Stoke.
Sergio Aguero
Chelsea’s £65m
and Morata
ace Alvaro
Gabriel Jesus
struck at Leicester,
bagged
three in
Manchester while £52m Gunner
City’s 5-0 hammering
Alexandre
of ArsenalLacazette netted for
Liverpool. Harry
in an easy
Kane home
win at
to Bournemouth.

Swansea..................................0
Newcastle................................1
By PAUL JIGGINS

RAFA BENITEZ phoned
Toon’s heroes
from his sickbed

Newcastle’s boss after this win.
(left) was at home
recovering from
an infection following
hernia op. He relayed
a
orders to his coaching team by phone
And No 2 Miguel during the match.
‘Paco’ Moreno said:
“Rafa called us
in the dressing
Turn to

Page 3

SHOOTING BEAUTS
Lukaku, Lacazette, . . . Jesus (left) with (from top
left)
Aguero, Kane and
(inset) Morata
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He turned to booze after miscarriage

noirin
quits
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ess controver
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dismissal,
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van finally ste
ps
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... with a nic Commissioner
e big lump
sum and a
seriously hef
ty pension of
course
all
the best
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Death tol l
rises as
Irma hits
Florida

at least four
and million people are dead
ated afters had to be evacurampa ged Hurric ane Irma
across
bringing
the death Florida ,
the devasta
toll from
the streetsting storm to 27.
of central
were left
Miami
under 5ft
and the whole
of water
Keys, a peninsu of the Florida
la to the
was under
water. an south,
pected change
unexof course
the hurric
ane
– which by
alread y
has
Caribbeantorn throug h the
–
the hurriccreated havoc.
ane had
expected
been
to strike
over the east
directl
rather than coast of the statey
eventually the west, where
it
hit land.

see pages
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‘E-cigs are
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Vape at your
behind a newperil, say experts
e-cigarettes study that claims
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a danger
risk of
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the safety heart condition.
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gadge ts nicotinequestioned
has been
Sweden’s by researchers
at
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who found
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times greatethere was three
r arterial
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Features
Features

Tutorial

Content

Very relevant given
our fascination with
celebrity

What is a
feature?
The main differences between a feature and a
news story are style and length.
Whereas news is straight-up factual and strictly
structured, features are longer, more analytical
and softer focussed.
Features can vary widely, from fashion to
diet fads, celebrity profiles to human interest
stories. They can accompany a news story, or
in most cases they have their own section in
newspapers and magazines.

16 ............... Thursday, January 26, 2017

How to write
a feature
W

With a feature, once you catch
the reader’s attention from the
start, you can then build to the
climax, or the main point, and work
around that with descriptions or
important information on the topic.
It is a common style for journalists
to start a feature with a very
graphic, descriptive introduction
to draw in the reader, building the
information slowly but surely, and
then round it off nicely, letting
the reader feel satisfied that
they know all they need about
the subject by the last line.

20

Some writers end lighter stories
with a funny line at the end,

others with a knock-em-dead
punchline - a ‘shock’ tactic.
Others finish with a technique of
referring back to the line at the
start and ‘tying it up nicely’.
As well as offering journalists a
greater range of writing styles,
feature pages also offer real scope
to page designers.
Some of the best looking pages in
newspapers and magazines are
often the features pages because
the design rule book is thrown away.
The pages are meant to be colourful,
striking and controversial, firstly to
hook the reader, and secondly to
differentiate the features section
from other parts of the paper.
The hook for a feature is often a
news story - the story behind the
story as it were.

Design

Catchy headlines
help grab the
attention

Colourful graphics
and panels are
very effective

1RM

1RM

Thursday, January 26, 2017 ...............

Need for
MADGE: I’VE NO road
cash BEST ACTRESS
S
OSCAR
WITHIN
NEGGA’S
REACH
ADOPTION PLAN
MADONNA was last night in
Malawi — reportedly to adopt
two more children.

A government official in the African
country claims the singer made a
court application in capital Lilongwe.
But Madonna denied the claims last
night, insisting she was in Malawi
to work with her charity.
The 58-year-old said: “I’m in
Malawi to check on the children’s hospital in Blantyre
and my other work with
the Raising Malawi charity.
“The rumours of any
adoption
process
are
absolutely
untrue.”
The

Totally untrue . . . Madonna

riting a feature affords the
journalist the luxury to use
more colourful, descriptive
language. In addition, a feature
story doesn’t have to follow the
conventional structure of a news
story, i.e. the most important part of
the story at the top of the article.

Headline

By SIMON BOYLE, Associate Bizarre Editor

star adopted two Malawi children,
David Banda, in 2006 and Mercy
James, now both 11, in 2009.
Madonna explained her decision to
become an adoptive parent in 2013.
She said: “I had an embarrassment of riches and there were
many children without families
to love them.”
Her
relationship
with
Malawi goes back to
2006 when she established the Raising
Malawi charity. Its
goal is to improve
the lives of impoverished children.

GOVERNMENT
spending
on regional and local
roads in 2017 will not be
enough to prevent the
network decaying further.
The Transport Department said it will spend
€324million
this
year
improving regional and
local roads, with national
roads getting €150million.
But its 2015 Investment
In Land Transport report
said at least €580million
is needed a year.

JACK TO SCHOOL

Two carjackers wished a
lad a good day at school
after stealing his parents’
motor and finding him in
the back, in Chicago, US.

RACE DRAMA . . . Ruth with Joel Edgerton
in her Oscar-nominated role from Loving
By FIONA ELLIS

OSCAR-winner
Brenda
Fricker reckons it’s about
time that her record was
broken.

The 71-year-old nabbed a
gong for her stellar role in My
Left Foot in 1990, and said she
wishes Irish Oscar hopeful Ruth
Negga “buckets of luck” ahead of
the awards next month.

Ruth, a 35-year-old Irish-Ethiopian,
has been nominated for best actress
at the 89th Academy Awards for
her role as Mildred Loving in the
civil rights biopic Loving.
Brenda told the Irish Sun that
she has her fingers crossed for the
Limerick beauty to come out on
top.
She said: “I wish her huge buckets of luck and hope she wins.
About time my record was broken!
“Her
life
will
change,
her
cheques will be bigger and her
choices will be so much better. I
couldn’t wish her more luck.”
Brenda received the Oscar for
Best Supporting Actress for her
moving performance as the headstrong mum of Christy Brown in
My Left Foot.
Daniel Day Lewis also won a
Best Actor award for his role as
the determined writer battling
cerebral palsy in the poignant
film.
Brenda told how she was
warned about sour grapes after
her win and said: “They were right!
“I hope she [Ruth] gets a better
reception from her peers for being
nominated — which is huge — or
indeed for winning than I did,
because winning the biggest prize
deserves joyful celebration.
“The Irish people were glorious!
Stunning in their pride and joy, they
cried openly and so did I, but . . . I’ve
had sour grapes whispered at me. I
was hurt.”
And she added: “I could mention
three other Oscar winners — English —
who told me they felt as if they were
a criminal the way their peers treated
them.”
But that’s all in the past for the
retired actress who lives in Dublin.
She said: “It’s of no importance to
me anymore. I think things have
changed. I hope so and hope already
that she [Ruth] is being lauded for
her talent and being spoilt and fussed
over for her nomination.”
And she had this advice for the
actress on the cusp of international
stardom.
She said: “My best advice, and it is
the honest one, is that talent is the
last thing she needs to hit the heights.
“Talent is two-a-penny all around
you. She needs good health, a streak
of steel to spot the others around her
who disguise it as “ambition” and a
tough heart.
“Trust
nobody.
Prepare
for
loneliness and be tough enough to
handle it.”
Brenda revealed that nothing would
tempt her back into the world of
show business.
She said: “No I don’t miss it at all.
I’m gleeful to get away from dangerously ambitious people. Nothing would
bring me back!”
Ruth, who was born an only child

I hope Ruth
wins...it’s
about time
my record
was broken
Says BRENDA FRICKER
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AND THE IRISH WINNER IS..
Winning combination

Daniel Day-Lewis and Brenda
Fricker clutch their Oscars for
My Left Foot (1989). Day-Lewis
went on to win Best Actor
again for There Will Be Blood
(2007) and Lincoln (2013).

Crowned king of actors
2003’s Lifetime Achievement
Oscar went to Galway-born
Peter O’Toole, who was also
twice nominated for playing
the same role – Henry II in
Becket and A Lion In Winter.

A lifetime in show business
Ranelagh-born
actress
Maureen O’Hara, pictured with
her gong at the IFTAs in
2004, went on to win the
Academy
Awards
Lifetime
Achievement in 2015.

Making music together . . .
Glen Hansard and Marketa
Irglova were awarded Best
Song Oscar for Falling Slowly
in
2007’s
Irish
musical
romance Once, which was
made on a €112,000 budget.

A Crying shame for Jordan
Director Neil Jordan won the
Oscar
for
Best
Original
Screenplay for 1993’s The Crying Game but missed out on
Best Director. He was also
nominated six years later for
The End of the Affair.

More than greasepaint . . .
Dublin native Michele Burke
has twice won Oscars for her
make-up and hairstyling skills
– in Quest for Fire (1981) and
Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1992) –
and been nominated six times.

A flair for the artistic
Set decorator and art director
Josie MacAvin won an Oscar
for her work in 1985’s Out of
Africa and was twice nominated for The Spy Who Came
In From The Cold (1965) and
Tom Jones (1963).

Divine intervention
Dublin actor Barry Fitzgerald,
perhaps best known for his
role in The Quiet Man, with
his Oscar for playing Father
Fitzgibbon in 1944’s Going My
Way. Also pictured is Bing
Crosby, who won Best Actor.

Keeping it in the family
The
father-and-daughter
director-and-producer
team
Terry and Oorlagh George
receive
their
Oscars
for
2012’s The Shore, Best Live
Action Short Film.
ROLE MODEL . . . Brenda,
left, with her Oscar for Best
Supporting Actress in My
Left Foot, far left

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to an
Irish mother and Ethiopian dad,
moved to Limerick when she was
four.
She completed a Bachelor in Acting from Trinity College before
going on to tread the boards.
But her screen debut came when
she was cast in Ciaran O’Connor’s
social drama Capital Letters in
2004, in which she played the lead
role of Taiwo, a runaway illegal
immigrant.
Director O’Connor recalls: “When
I met Ruth she was 19 or 20 but
she already had a great character.

She was very mature. It can be
daunting as a young actor being on
the set of a film but I remember
that Ruth commanded a lot of
respect and that was because she
gave a lot of respect. She’s a real
actor’s actor.
“She was very professional and I
was impressed with how she handled herself at such a young age.
“If you have that early on, you
don’t lose it.”
Capital Letters, a movie about a
trafficking victim, was made on a
tiny budget but went on to win
awards following its delayed release

in 2010. And Ciaran told how Ruth
— who went on to star in Neil Jordan’s Breakfast on Pluto the following year — has always shown a
willingness to work on projects
based on their merit.
He said: “Ruth was making great
strides in theatre from an early age
and it was always just a matter of
time before she’d do something on
the big screen.
“Over the years, she’s taken roles
not for money or for a career but
she did things that she really
wanted to do. She’s very brave in
that sense. It’s a long game and it’s

great to see her name in the
company of Natalie Portman
and Meryl Streep.
“She’s done the work and she
deserves the recognition.
“Whatever the outcome is, Ruth
will be around for a long time.”
The
filmmaker
is
currently
working on a bigger budget movie
about the country and western
scene — tentatively called Keep It
Country — which will go into production later this year.
He joked: “Maybe we’ll see Ruth
at the Oscars next year!”
@IrishSunOnline
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SET DANCING
By Caitriona NiChonaill

Coláiste Ghobnatan, Baile Mhic Ire.

A

ll teenagers love discos,
right? Wrong.
Some teenagers love
discos, but for others, there’s
limited appeal in standing at
the edge of a dancefloor, too
socially awkward to venture
into the heaving throng and
prevented by throbbing bass
rhythms from holding any kind
of meaningful conversation.
Which may go some way
towards explaining why set
dancing is taking the youth
social scene by storm, as
increasing numbers turn to
traditional dances and discover
the age-old activity anew.
If you need proof of the
masses of young people
swapping disco music for trad
tunes, take a trip to Milltown
Malbay in Co Clare at the start
of July for the annual Willie
Clancy festival. Your chances
of actually trying set dancing
will be limited by only one thing:
Finding a square inch of space
among the hundreds crowding
the dance floors, both day and
night.
What’s the attraction? “It’s a
social experience; you get to
meet new people,” says Liam
from Co Cork, an 18-year-old
student whose love of set
dancing began four years ago.
Unlike the individual nature
of disco dancing, in a set of
eight people all moving in strict
formation he explains “you’re
forced to connect; you have to
work together, otherwise you’ll
collide with somebody else”.
The social interaction spans
generations, class, gender, and
a strong sense of community
is evident among set dancers.
Others are attracted to the
activity as a keep-fit exercise
and during upwards of three

Learn from last year’s winner

hours of non-stop dancing are
to be found with sweat dripping
from their hair and just about
everywhere else – a far cry from
the self-conscious appearancechecking of your average
teenage disco-goer.
While occasions such as Willie
Clancy week are the highlights
of the set dancing calendar,
the learning and socialising
begins at home, where céilís
and classes are on the agenda
of many young people.
With 30 years’ experience
in learning and teaching set
dancing and organising céilís,
Larry Creed is delighted to see
the upsurge in young people
carrying on the tradition.
“Seeing young people
dancing, I think, there’s a great
buzz, being with them,” says
Cork farmer Larry, who runs
céilís every Thursday in the
Abbey Hotel in Ballyvourney.
Larry has witnessed health
benefits too from the hobby he
took up himself as a 16-year-old.
“I have seen people coming to
céilís who had health problems,
or other problems, and they

seem to be able to park their
problems outside the door, and
go in and enjoy themselves, and
that is a great source of joy,” he
says.
Larry’s dancing career
began under the tutelage of
Clondrohid dancing teacher
Ted Kelleher, who to this day
still passes on the tradition to
groups of enthusiastic children
and teenagers.
Workshops with the likes of
Pat Murphy and Connie Ryan
followed, and Larry enjoyed
competitive success in groups
at Scór and Fleadh Cheoil,
with sets including the Sliabh
gCua, the ever-popular Sliabh
Luachra, Cashel, and Larry’s
favourites, the Newport and
West Kerry sets.
He views the discipline of
competitions as a useful
starting point, from which
dancers can go on to broaden
their knowledge of sets and
discover the more relaxed
atmosphere of the céilí.
“When I started in
competitions it was quite
serious,” he recalls. “Not serious

in the sense that you had to win
every night you went out, but
you had to do it properly.”
Now, he says, steps are still
precise, parts are danced
accurately, but enjoyment
levels have increased for young
people attending céilís. “Now,
you can still do it properly, and
have a ball.”
Set dancing’s future is secure,
he believes, judging by the
numbers of young people
taking up the activity, with
competitive dancing beginning
at an ever-younger age.
“The big difference at the
moment is that there’s a
lot more youth taking part;
they’re being taught for set
competitions at a very young
age. You’d often see it in
competition in under-eights
category, which is the future of
set dancing really.”
His own son Shane was bitten
by the set dancing bug aged
nine, before going on to perform
with the show Celtic Steps in
Killarney’s INEC.
Having taught dancing in
Denmark and the length
and breadth of Ireland, while
organising the long-running
Abbey Hotel céilís back at
home, Larry appreciates both
the wider international appeal
of Ireland’s dance tradition
and the sense of community
belonging shared by set
dancers young and old.
These delights, for teenager
Liam, are only beginning to
unfold, and whatever their
ages, backgrounds, or level of
dancing expertise, when they
step out onto the floor he says
“everyone’s in the same boat,
and they’re all brought together
by their love of dancing”
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be entertaining, colourful but
with important information to
convey.

Check list
How much space do
I have?
 hat exactly do I
W
want to include/
exclude?
What is my deadline?

agri careers
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES | COLLEGE LIFE | AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE

Edited by Anthony Jordan ajordan@farmersjournal.ie

Kickstarting your career plan

Anthony Jordan sits
down with career coach
Brendan Heneghan, who
gives some pivotal advice
to kickstart a career

W

hen beginning a career, few
things are more vital than a
plan, a vision and guidance
to allow you to achieve it.

Q Brendan you are a careers coach,
what does that entail?
A “I provide career and interview
guidance and coaching, mainly in
agri-business, but in other areas as
well. Most of the people that gravitate
towards me are from the agri-business
world. You get a variety of people,
from those who come out of college
wondering what they will do next,
right up to someone mid-career who
wants to change.”
Q What would be the main element
of what you do?
A “The main side of things would
be interview preparation. I will take
people through the whole process of
preparing for an interview as best they
can. What would make an impact,
who is on the board, what are they
looking for. Matching what you are
offering with what they are looking for
DQGDOOWKHoQHWXQLQJLQSUHVHQWLQJ
yourself well.
Q If I were to go into an interview
tomorrow, what do I need to do to get
the job?
A “A person must identify what
unique quality they have to allow
them to do the job better than others.
If you don’t know what that unique
thing is about yourself, going into an
LQWHUYLHZZLOOUHpHFWEDGO\RQ\RX,W V
down to a lack of preparation. Stories
with a purpose are also great ways to
distinguish yourself from others. If an
interview board asks you to identify
something about yourself, a story with
a purpose is a great way to demonstrate this, all the while knowing what
it is the interview board is looking for.”

WEDNESDAY 03.05.2017
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Baz: I’m killing the
show before I kill
my mammy...

HOOk-up Gemma collins

Gemma hurt
at being Arg’s
‘dirty secret’
By jeSSICA gIBB

GEMMA Collins is being
kept like a “dirty little
secret” and she doesn’t like
it one bit.
The TOWIE star is said
to be “raging” after her
past lover hoped to keep
their one-night stand
secret.
The 36-year-old previously revealed she had
unprotected sex with her
ex James Argent to try and
get pregnant.
And Arg is now said to
be fuming Gemma lifted
the lid on what went on
between them.
A source told Reveal
magazine: “Gemma is
raging. She’s not some
dirty little secret.
“She never meant to
cause Arg upset, and was
very sad to hear what he
is going around saying
about her.”

wAll
OveR
Baz and
Nancy are
quitting
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On trend:
Pippa’s beauty
show is pulling
in the profits
around the
country

At €30,000 a pop, those simple make-up tips
are now booming business for Pippa & Co
They started as celebrity musings
and general tips from Pippa & Co,
the recognised experts in make-up...
but suddenly it has turned into
something of a beauty roadshow.
One of the most profitable enterprises to emerge from personality
blogging is the proliferation of the
make-up masterclasses that have
seen women throng into hotels for
fashion, advice and, let’s be honest,
just a girlie day out.
Now the Irish Mail on Sunday can
reveal that the glamorous soirees
are netting huge profits and bloggers can earn more than €30,000 for

By Niamh Walsh
ShowbuSineSS editor

one weekend’s work. And it seems
Pippa O’Connor is queen of the bloggers, which is only fair as she is seen
as the trendsetter, establishing her
first Pippa’s Fashion Factory in 2014.
Offering advice on how to create a
stylish look, the factories take place
at plush hotels around the country.
Just last month Pippa saw over
1,000 women pitch up for advice.
Now the likes of Suzanne Jackson,
Joanne Larby, Marissa Carter and

smaller bloggers such as Lisa Jordan, from Cork, are in on the act.
The more expensive events would
see 300 attend at €100 each, or
€30,000 a day. After 23% VAT you
have €23,100. Room hire is about
€7,500 a day, ticketting €1,200,
models €250 each or €1,000 for
four, advisers €500 and goody
bags about €120 a day.
If we allow €1,000 for sundry
costs, the expenses would come
to about €1,120, leaving just over
€11,000 of the €23,100 as profits
per day... or €33,000 for the
three-day weekend.

Joanne larby lisa Jordan
mOvINg Peter and emily
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GOOD
GENES

John is the man who made Conor McGregor
a star. James is Ireland’s Snapchat sensation.
The brothers Kavanagh share their plans for
world domination with Colette Sexton

Andre family
leaving their
€6m mansion
By jj NAttRASS

PETER Andre and his wife
Emily have put their €6million Sussex mansion on
the market – as it’s in the
middle of nowhere.
The 44-year-old Mysterious Girl singer and his wife
Emily, 27, bought the
sprawling pad just a year
ago but plan to move
closer to the hustle and
bustle of London.
The couple – who have
two children, Amelia,
three, and five-month-old
Theo – said: “We’re in the
middle of packing boxes.
It’s really exciting.”
Emily added: “We’re
moving closer to London
for Pete’s work.
”It’s a lovely village
but I’m actually looking
forward to being part of a
community, because the
house is kind of in the
middle of nowhere.”

BAtteRed
ANd BRuISed
Baz Ashmawy
and daredevil
mum Nancy

exclusive

situations, including throwing her over
waterfalls, down cliffs and out of planes
By SIOBHAN O’CONNOR
for the first two series.
STAR of 50 Ways To Kill Your
In the third season other mothers got
Mammy Baz Ashmawy is calling involved but Baz was fearful a stunt
time on the hit show for fear he’ll
could go wrong and his
“kill her off for real”.
mum get be badly injured
The Dublin presenter
or worse.
has put his foot down
He added: “She’s up for
It was nice it but
when it comes to involving
I just don’t want to
74-year-old Nancy in
to win the kill her off for real.”
further projects.
Nancy’s reactions were
award but priceless
Speaking to the Irish
and the show
Mirror, the 42-year-old,
that made her famous was
it seems
said: “I’m doing more TV
so good that it was taken
to me like
shows but I’m not doing
up by the Discovery
any more Mammy.”
Channel in the US.
ages
ago
The Sky show saw the
In November 2015 it was
baz ashmawy on
father of six putting Nancy
the stuff of dreams for Baz
winning an emmy in us
into various daredevil
and his mammy, who won

50 Ways star won’t
risk life of Nancy,
74, for fourth series
the Best Non-scripted Entertainment
Award at the Emmys.
Commenting its success, Baz said:
“You don’t make any of those shows
because you think you’re going to win an
award. If you do you’re in the wrong game.
“It was nice to win the award for
mammy though. But it seems to me it
was ages ago, so now it’s like what’s next?
“I think as long as I do a show I would
watch then I’m happy to do it.”
Baz has been travelling to the UK
working on new projects and is
committed to start projects here as well.
He explained: “I’m back over with Sky
and hopefully at home too. I’m freelance
so I can work anywhere, it’s brilliant.”
The TV star, who has two children,
Hannah and Mahy, with his partner
Tanja Evans and is dad to her four other

children from a previous relationship is
loving getting the chance to do more
with them.
He explained: “I’m away a lot and over
the past few months it’s been great. I got
to spend fab quality time with them.
“Just at that moment when they’re
driving me insane I get to leave again.”
Despite not involving his famous
mammy in any more TV shows Baz
feels the social media platform Snapchat
is a great way to keep Nancy in the
spotlight without putting her life at risk.
He said: “I have great fun on Snapchat,
I love slagging people, if I’ve annoyed
them I don’t know but who cares.
“My mam is used to social media now,
she loves it now, we’re always having fun.”
news@irishmirror.ie

NAME: Joanne Larby
AGE: 29
BUSINESS: The Make-up Fairy
TWITTER: 16.9k
INSTAGRAM: 110k
OTHER BUSINESS: Pixie
Pout lip kits, Fairy Wand makeup brushes and her make-up
book, Fairy Tales.
EVENTS: The Complete
Make-Up Masterclass in
association with Sculpt
Cosmetics. A one-day course
where Joanne shows how to
create gorgeous everyday
looks. sculptcosmetics.com/
COURSE24

NAME: Lisa Jordan
AGE: 32
BUSINESS: Just Jordan fashion
and lifestyle blogger
TWITTER: 6.7k
INSTAGRAM: 85.2k
OTHER BUSINESS: None.
EVENTS: Tickets to the Just
Jordan Masterclasses are
considerably cheaper than her
competitors, ranging from €20-€35
a head. Five workshops are already
sold out for June and July. Lisa’s
tutorials are run on a much smaller
scale and are held in salons and
pharmacies throughout the
country. justjordan.ie

 

Marissa CarTer suzanne JaCkson PiPPa
o’Connor
NAME: Marissa Carter
AGE: 34
BUSINESS: Cocoa Brown
Tan
TWITTER: 20.1k follow
Marissa and 24.4k follow
Cocoa Brown
INSTAGRAM: 103k and
94.5k
OTHER BUSINESS:
None.
EVENTS: Marissa’s
Masterclass – a day
out packed with
beauty and make-up
demos, afternoon tea and
a swag bag like no other!
The last event in Salthill
Hotel, Galway, had 300
attendees with the tickets
€100 before booking fee.
cocoabrown.ie

NAME: Suzanne
Jackson
AGE: 32
BUSINESS: SoSueMe
TWITTER: 46.6k
INSTAGRAM: 204k
OTHER BUSINESS:
SoSu beauty range:
contour palettes, nail
polish, lashes and the
upcoming fake tan
range.
EVENTS: Suzanne’s
Style Secrets
Masterclass at €75 per
ticket. Her most recent
workshop took place in
The Galgorm Hotel &
Spa in Co. Antrim with
more than 650 people
attending the weekend.
sosueme.ie

NAME: Pippa O’Connor
AGE: 32
BUSINESS: Pippa.ie
TWITTER: 66.9k
INSTAGRAM: 224k
OTHER BUSINESS:
Pippa for Blank Canvass
Palette, POCO by Pippa
jeans, brand ambassador
for a number of
companies.
EVENTS: Pippa’s Fashion
Factories are so successful
that a three-day event in
May at the Radisson Blu
Royal Hotel, Dublin
attracted more than 1,000
ladies at a charge of €100
a head. pippa.ie
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 Location:*DOZD\
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Q What is the biggest frustration for
people that you see in terms of starting or changing careers?
A “I suppose what is hugely annoying for people is the lack of quality
feedback. When you do an interview
that you thought you did well in and
you don’t get the job and don’t get
feedback, you are back at square one.
When I do a mock interview with
people, we go through exactly where
they went right and wrong.”

Festival goers at day
two of Electric Picnic.
Picture: Fergal Phillips

In brief

A person
must identify
what unique
quality they
have to allow
them to do
the job better
than others

Q The best advice for someone just
out of college or wanting to change
careers?
A “Draw out a career plan. It doesn’t
need to be 100 pages. A one-page
career plan will do. It should outline:
What you are looking for? Why are you
drawn to this job? Does it suit you? Is
it the job you really want? The second
thing would be to bring your CV alive.
That is something I work on with
people.” CL

 %UHQGDQJLYHVFRDFKLQJDQGDGYLFHIRU
WKHQHZO\JUDGXDWHGDQGWKRVHZKR
ZDQWWRFKDQJHFDUHHUV
 +LVPDLQFOLHQWVDUHIURPWKHDJUL
EXVLQHVVVHFWRU
 0RVWLPSRUWDQWWKLQJIRULQWHUYLHZV
7RSUHSDUHDQGSODQ
 %LJJHVWIUXVWUDWLRQIRUSHRSOH/DFNRI
IHHGEDFNLQLQWHUYLHZV

Careers advice corner

 ,QDQLQWHUYLHZVWRULHVZLWKDSXU
SRVHDUHDJUHDWZD\VWRGLVWLQJXLVK
\RXUVHOIIURPRWKHUV
 ,I\RXKDYHDQLQWHUYLHZLQ1RYHP
EHUQRZLVWKHWLPHWRVWDUWSUHSDU
LQJ
 3LWFKWR\RXUDXGLHQFH(QVXUHHDFK
LQWHUYLHZLVXQLTXHO\DSSURDFKHG
 :KHWKHU\RXDUHQHZO\JUDGXDWHGRU
VZLWFKLQJFDUHHUVGUDZXSDFDUHHU
SODQWRJLYH\RXGLUHFWLRQ
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scientific evidence can be a real
danger,” says Al-Khalili, a former
president of non-religious charity the
British Humanist Association. “I have
become very concerned that the Trump
administration might begin to unpick
and damage international treaties on how
to tackle climate change and put us back
years, instead of finally waking up to the
real threat to our planet.
“I am genuinely fearful that a culture
that values opinion or ‘gut feeling’ above
rationalism, evidence and objectivity
seems to be taking over in some quarters.”
He sees former British justice secretary
Michael Gove’s admission during last
year’s Brexit campaign that “people in
this country have had enough of experts”
as the start of this worrying trend.
“It seems to have gained traction in
Trump’s America in a wider uprising
against the perceived elite,” he says.
“Brexit and Trump have opened up a
Pandora’s box of nastiness, hate and
anger that many of us in our cosy liberal
bubbles felt was a thing of the past.”
This outspoken approach to the Brexit
result saw him become the target of
online racial abuse: people who voted to
leave the EU told him to “go home” to his
“own people”. “I’m the last person to be
cowed into silence by hate-filled bullies
— I found some of the comments so
ridiculous they were funny — but what
bothered me was the brazen and open
way racists suddenly seemed to be able to
express their views,” he says.
“I’ve often been told by people who
don’t agree with me to ‘stick to science’,
as though somehow only politicians have
any right to political opinions. I am not a
vocal or active person politically, but it’s
becoming clear that those of us who do
have a voice have a moral responsibility
to speak up on issues we have a better
understanding of than others.”
Before challenging others on intolerance,
racism or misogyny, however, Al-Khalili
believes the science community must first
ensure that its own house is in order. As
part of his appearance at the NI Science
Festival, he will interview Lurgan-born
astrophysicist Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell,
who was the victim of institutional sexism
when her discovery of radio pulsars as a
postgraduate student was overlooked and
credited to her thesis supervisor Antony
Hewish, who then won the 1974 Nobel
Prize. “I would like to think that sort of
thing would not happen now, but we still
have a way to go,” he says.
He will continue to share his views on
political and social issues, where “my
opinion should carry no more weight than
anyone else’s”, but the facts are worth
fighting for. “Debate me on an issue that
rejects or opposes scientific evidence
and, boy, I will take you down.”
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am in the market for a new
car. It has to be capable of
seating a family of three, plus
however many in-laws we can
mop up on the hastily arranged
drive out of town. A bit of
oomph is required, as we’re
going to need to hit the city
limits pretty quickly to avoid
getting caught up in the
ensuing panic. We’ll be carrying as
much water, food and clothing as
we can, so it will need to come with
roof rails.
Electric and hybrid cars are out
because the first electromagnetic
shockwave to hit the east coast will
render them useless. Likewise,
gadgets such as sat nav,
Bluetooth and wi-fi won’t be
needed where we’re going, just
plenty of boot space for blankets

GRAEME
LENNOX

and rations. Four–wheel drive is a must.
When the motorways start to back up,
we’ll need to improvise and go
cross-country. It will be better to risk
getting stuck in a farmer’s field than to
venture into a town where the residents
have turned radioactive.
Welcome to the car-buying process,
circa 2017. Choosing your wheels
over the next four years won’t
so much involve calculating
fuel economy or deciding to
stick with dirty diesel over
pricy petrol, but will be
about whether or not the
windows are good at shielding
your loved ones from
radioactive fallout.
With the doomsday clock edging to
two-and-a-half minutes to midnight, if
ever we needed a superhero — it’s now.
Thankfully, Suzuki Ireland has an
all-action hero with an S badge that
will tick every box on an armageddon
prepper’s to-do list.
Launched in early 2015, the Vitara
is a sub-€20,000 SUV with
impressive credentials. Affordable,
practical and efficient, it will
cope with just about anything a
modern family can throw at it. It’s a

good-looking yoke, too, with rugged,
knockabout looks. The Vitara S, the
newest in the range, brings with it a
sporty, turbocharged engine, tons of
equipment and four-wheel drive.
You can tell it apart from common or
garden Vitaras by its glossy black alloys
and upright grille. It has a roof-mounted
spoiler at the rear and a set of fancy silver
door mirrors and skid plates, but shares
the clamshell bonnet and well-defined
beltline signatures that made its
stablemate stand out.
A poll of Irish motorists by the insurer
123.ie last week revealed that white was
the least popular paint job in the country
and, while the thought of running
around in something that looks like a
mini ambulance would be quite apt for a
post-apocalyptic world, our Cool White
test car wasn’t too offensive.
Built at Suzuki’s Magyar plant in
Hungary, the Vitara S is available in four
colours, including Galactic Grey and
Cosmic Black, so God only knows what
those guys have been putting in their tea,
but presumably they also think the world
is about to end.
The standard Vitara’s cabin was a
cheap but cheerful affair with a simple
dashboard spruced up by the addition

of a series of brightly coloured plastic
fascia. Regardless of which paint job you
choose, you can have the S’s cabin
finished in any colour you want, as long
as it’s red. There’s red stitching on the
suede upholstery, red air-conditioning
vents and red instrument surrounds. It
looks good, but you might want to take
the train if you have a migraine.
S owners also get a set of aluminium
pedals, Bluetooth, satellite navigation
and a digital radio on the 7in touchscreen

display. Despite a roofline that tapers
from front to back, there’s decent
headroom up front.
Rear passengers get armrests and
bottle-holders built into the doors, but
the raised seating position may not suit
particularly tall occupants.
The 375-litre boot is one of the biggest
in the segment and it’s thoughtfully laid
out with a low loading lip and plenty of
underfloor storage.
The S gets it power from a turbocharged

The Sukuzi Vitara S
has been crowned as
one of the best
budget SUVs by
What Car magazine

1.4-litre petrol engine with 138bhp. It’s a
spirited performer that controls its valves
to create higher pressures and reduce
turbo lag.
Meanwhile, fuel is injected directly into
the combustion chamber to create a
leaner air-fuel mix, which in turn leads
to improved efficiency. Suzuki reckons it
has a combined fuel economy of 5.5 litres
per 100km.
On the road, the stiffer suspension
and larger 17in alloys of the S made
the ride firm, but rarely harsh. The
sportier set-up means there’s less
body roll in fast corners and you’re
gently encouraged to push the willing
engine harder.
A six-speed manual transmission is
available as standard, but our car was
fitted with the six-speed automatic,
which emits just 1g per km more CO2
(128g/km), which is impressive for an
automatic four-wheel drive.
With a minimum ground clearance of
185mm, the Vitara is a surprisingly
capable off-roader, too. We drove a fleet
of them through a forest in Co Kildare
last year. Just one got stuck and that was
only because the driver decided to take a
shortcut by driving up a stream.
Four drive modes are available. Auto

prioritises fuel economy and switches
to four-wheel drive only if it detects
wheel spin.
Snow uses four-wheel drive by default,
while Sport mode heightens throttle
responses. In Lock mode, torque is
transferred to wheels with the most grip.
Meanwhile, hill-hold control and hilldescent control make the car manageable
on steep slopes.
The Vitara S also has an exemplary
safety package, with seven airbags and
autonomous emergency braking,
ensuring five stars in the European
New Car Assessment Programme
tests. Also, last month it was deservedly
crowned What Car magazine’s Best
Small SUV under £15,000 (€17,650)
for 2017.
Here, the base Vitara S will set you
back €27,495 — blame VRT — but it still
represents one of the best-value SUVs on
our roads. It goes up against cars such as
the Skoda Yeti, which is another practical
car with a sense of adventure, but 4x4
versions start from €28,150.
It’s a little-known fact that the S
on Superman’s chest wasn’t an S
but a family crest inherited from his
days on Krypton. On the Vitara, S just
means super.

This little superhero can
drive you out of a jam

Jim Al-Khalili will interview Jocelyn Bell
Burnell and present the John Bell Memorial
Lecture at Queens University Belfast on
Sunday, February 26; nisciencefestival.com

Suzuki Vitara S 1.4 Boosterjet Allgrip
6-speed Automatic
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Before you begin

They are two very different disciplines, and
few manage to straddle both sides of the
journalism divide with equal success.
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Press Pass Judging Panel

Many news reporters struggle with the freedom of the
feature article, and vice versa with feature writers who
are asked to report on a news story.

Q What is the biggest thing people do
wrong?
A “The single biggest thing is people
don’t prepare properly. People do not
prepare early enough. If you have an
interview coming up in November,
now is the time to be starting, so you
have a full month of preparation. Getting your mindset right.”

Magazine

Of the hundreds of essays we
trawled through across the four
categories the Features winner was
easily one of the stand out entries.

PRICE
ENGINE
PERFORMANCE
TOP SPEED
FUEL/CO2
ROAD TAX
RATING
VERDICT
ON SALE

Experimental fun The NI Science Festival

€28,995
4 cylinder, 1,373cc turbo petrol
0 to 100mph in 10.2 seconds
200kph
5.5 litres per 100km, 128g/km
Band B1 (€270 a year)
{{{{(
A prepper’s delight
Now

 ake notes on the
M
structure of the
article - the main
points of the story
you wish to get
across, and in what
order. And cross them
off as you write them.

 lways read over your
A
article at least twice,
do a spell check, and
make sure all unusual
words, names,
website addresses,
phone numbers and
place names are
correct.
 on’t vary from
D
the word count
suggested, at least
not by more, or less,
than 50 words.

Tips to writing features:
• Look at your chosen
theme carefully. Consider
the questions suggested
and attempt to answer
some of them.
• Start with the important get all the essential details
in the opening paragraphs.
• As with news, include all
the essential details - the
who, what, where, when
and why.

•A
 lways try to find an
original angle, or hook,
for your feature. Because
features allow you more
freedom, you have an
opportunity to be more
adventurous.
•U
 se plenty of quotes. If
they are not quotes you
gathered yourself, make
sure you detail the source
of where they are from.
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Photojournalism
Learn from last year’s winner

Jack Farrell,
Causeway Comprehensive School

1st place Press Pass awards 2016
An Autumn Stroll

A heavy rain shower over Poolbeg in Dublin as seen from Dun Loaghaire. Picture: Marc O’Sullivan

Senator Ivana Bacik demonstrating a electroencephalogram (EEG) in Trinity’s Long
Room as part of a pop-up festival in Trinity College Dublin. Picture: Mark Stedman

Spring lambs on David and John Bakers Farm in Naul Co Dublin.
Picture: Fran Veale

With the Six nations under way the
amateur players of Ardee and Arklow
show they play for the love of the game
in their Leinster league clash.
Picture: Garry O’Neill

STRIKE A POSE
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An unfolding event, a portrait of modern Ireland,
human emotion, a stunning landscape, a study
of wildlife, children jumping on a trampoline,
someone catching a fish — it really is a personal
opinion as to what makes a good photograph.
More often than not it is simply a case of being in
the right place at the right time — with a camera
in hand, of course. Nowadays using a camera
is much more simplified. With the automated
features in pocket cameras and on phones, it
really is a case of point and shoot.

Photographs communicate information in a
powerful way and the key to analysing or reading
the information a photograph communicates
is simple. We use specific questions to decode,
evaluate, and respond to photographic images.
When looking at a photograph we need to consider
not only the content of the photograph but the
intent of the photographer. It is important to think
consciously and critically and to pay attention to
all aspects of the image.
The ‘Sky Train’ created by Michael Bulfin at Lough Boora Discovery Park Co. Offaly. Picture: Cathal Noonan
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Photojournalism

Tutorial
Tips to taking
a better picture

Munster’s Simon Zebo sheds a tear during a minute’s silence in
memory of the late Munster head coach Anthony Foley before a match
the day after his funeral. Picture: Brendan Moran

• Move in closer - fill the frame for a better shot.
• Be quick, and always be ready to take your shot
as things change in front of you.
• Photograph the same subject from different
angles and distances to get the best effect.
• Where is the light coming from? See how it
affects your picture and think about how you can
make the most of the light you have.
• Emphasise your main subject and avoid any
unnecessary distractions.
• You have a maximum file size of 3MB for entries you might also consider having a minimum size of
1 MB to make sure your photo is big enough.

Rowers in Cork City on a foggy morning training session. Picture: Emma Jervis
Former Republic of Ireland soccer player and sports pundit
Eamon Dunphy. Picture: Paul Mohan

A girl looks at a Boeing 767 airplane in the Sea after being tugged from Shannon airport around the west coast destined
for for a Glamping park in Enniscrone. Picture: Clodagh Kilcoyne
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Rebecca Smyth and her Irish Wolfhound dog called Amazing Grace
look at the sunrise during the Winter Solstice at Newgrange.
Picture: Clodagh Kilcoyne

Sinn Fein Deputy Leader Mary Lou McDonald stands in a prison cell a
recreation from the 1916 cells in Kilmainhan Dublin.
Picture: Leon Farrell
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Comment

Comment is free,
but never easy

16 Economics

The Sunday Business Post
June 25, 2017

We are living through a battle of
generations. One generation needs
house prices to be low, the other
needs them to be high. One votes,
the other does not. Who do you
think will be listened to?
Stephen Kinsella

Ireland’s Economic
Commentator of the Year

S

hakespeare said there
were seven ages of man.
“One man in his time
plays many parts”. The
very young man, with a
“shining morning face”,
the young man “seeking
the bubble reputation”,
the middle aged man “in fair round
belly”, the older man, “his big manly
voice turning again toward childish
treble”, and the dead man, “mere
oblivion, sans teeth, sans eyes, sans
taste, sans everything”.
(You can tell this is going to be a really cheerful column, can’t you?)
The economy is like a human body.
You can’t understand it with just one
measure. Recent reports and research
on Irish households have produced
many measures, and each of them
forms part of a sketch of how the age
of the household determines much of
their lot in life. The incentives of Joe
Bloggs at 29 are different to Joe Bloggs
at 39, different yet again to Bloggs the
Senior at 49, and again at 69.
As we’ll see, policy makers care a

lot about Bloggs at 49 and 69. Bloggs
Junior at 29 with his “shining morning face” isn’t top of anyone’s list of
priorities. In fact, Bloggs Junior has a
different set of incentives to Bloggs Senior. One needs house prices to be low,
the other needs them to be high. One
votes, the other doesn’t.

Generation
interrupted:
seeking the bubble
reputation
Excellent research from the Central
Bank of Ireland and the Central Statistics Office is out showing younger
households pay more for just about
everything. One example: the younger
the household, the more likely it is to
pay higher interest rates on its mortgage — assuming it can get one, which
we’ll get to — and not only are these
interest rates higher than their young

Bruce Springsteen performs at Croke Park in Dublin. Picture: Ramsey Cardy

F
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acts are sacred, comment is free.
So said the fabled editor of the
Manchester Guardian, CP Scott,
around the start of the last century.
This dictum has been handed down
through generations of newspapers, usually
interpreted as a shot across the bows of
those who would comment rather than
report.
In the near century since Scott’s heyday,
comment has been elevated within the
pages of newspapers, but today, in the
internet age, his dictum has more relevance
than ever. The web is choc-a-bloc with
comment, much of it little more than top
of the head opinion, the kind of stuff that
would have Scott spinning in his grave.
For those of us who do write opinion

pieces in newspapers, there is a lot more
required than just the capacity to have an
opinion.
The first tool of the opinion writer should
be the ability to write. You may have a
subject that is difficult to sustain.
On these days, the reader might derive
enjoyment from reading something that is
well written.
Our old friends the facts are sacred in
comment. For opinion to hold any water it
must be based on fact. For example, if you
are arguing that the Government is doing a
terrible job, then facts require that you back
up such a contention.
Opinion poll results, policies that have
had a devastating impact on some people,
the performance of leading politicians, all of

these must be analysed in furthering such
an argument, and facts must be sprinkled
throughout the offering. Never, ever rely on
the web for your facts, for if you do, you will
fail, if not today, then certainly in the near
future.
Experience is a good ally for the opinion
writer. In order to garner opinions you must
have some knowledge of the way things
work, such as politics, the courts, areas
like planning or education. If you have a
reasonably good knowledge then you are
aware when something is not right, and your
passion is ready to be fired up.
Comment may indeed be free, but when
it’s done properly, it certainly isn’t easy.

There is a
difference
between
fact and
opinion

counterparts in Europe, they are higher
than all older households as well.
These households crave debt and
wish for the kind of bubble conditions
we had in 2005 and 2006 when you
could walk into a bank with a needle
in your arm and no payslip and get
a €300,000 mortgage worth 105 per
cent of the value of the property from
a bank manager getting a bonus for
handing it out to you. Good times, good
times.
These households can’t access debt
in the same way as the generation
in front of them, those aged 35 to 45
thanks to saner lending rules, but
when they do access mortgage credit,
they get whacked for it both in the
size of the bill for the house, which is
rising fast again, especially in Dublin,
and in the interest rate they pay for
that house. They are a generation interrupted.
In a truly civilised world, ‘Measuring
Ireland’s Progress’ would be an annual
best seller. The report by the Central

Statistics Office shows where Ireland is
on a number of objective measures like
its divorce rate (down), fertility rate
(up), participation in third level education (stellar), and the waste we produce (loads more than the EU average).
Household expenditure has increased since 2014. The new household
budget survey shows we spend on
average €123 on food and €20 on mobile phones per week, while wealthier
households spend five times more on
education than poorer households,
mostly in grinds and in third level fees.
Compared to 2009, the average Irish
household’s direct income went up 11
per cent, state transfer payments fell
by 10 per cent, and taxes on that income went up 33 per cent.
In gross terms, the income is about
the same, just over €1,000 per week.
What has changed is the amount they
are taxed.
Averages can be deceiving, so it is
better to segment households by the
amount of disposable income each
person in the house has at the end
of the week. You do this by putting
households into ten buckets called
‘deciles’. The first decile has the bottom
tenth of all households, the second
decile has the tenth to 20th percentiles
of people, and so forth.
What do we see? We see the poorest
seven deciles – 70 per cent of the population – are actually better off than
they were in 2009 in terms of their
disposable income per person, but not
by much.
Those in the bottom decile are 14
per cent better off, but there are fewer of them as they have moved into
other deciles. The top three deciles are
worse off relative to 2009 and 2010,
but you can see from the figure that
their disposable incomes are a good
bit higher than they would be if the
line increased linearly from the sixth
to the tenth decile. This difference is
probably because those higher up the
income scale have income from multiple sources.
You can take this chart as a validation of government policy from 2009
to 2016 in many respects.
Another Eurostat report also shows
Ireland is the third most expensive
country in the European Union. Prices
in Ireland are 22 per cent above the
European average, and have been going up, especially for housing and education. Why? What is it about the cost
structure of the Irish economy that
makes it one of the most expensive in
Europe?
Well, in addition to macroeconomic
variables like the exchange rate, there
are two main things that matter for
costs. First, the taxes levied on our incomes, and on the goods and services
we produce. Here Ireland is fairly average in terms of what it taxes, although
property taxes are not as high as the
European average. Taxes on employers,
especially around their social security
contributions, are very low relative
to the rest of Europe, so income taxes
have to be a bit higher to compensate
enough to run the state. There is a poor
link between the level of social insurance you pay and the level of benefits
you get for that social insurance. Linking social insurance to social benefits,
and moving the burden of taxation

Prices in
Ireland are 22
per cent above
the European
average, and
have been going
up, especially
for housing and
education
on labour towards carbon, property
and — dare I say it — water taxes and
away from income and consumption
taxes would rebalance the economy,
increase productivity and make the
state’s finances less vulnerable to
shocks from the rest of the world.
Second, the structure of production.
Ireland imports a massive amount of
its goods and services from abroad,
and staple goods like food and (now)
mobile phones are often sold to households by large companies which face
very little competition. The degree
of competition matters in tiny open
economies like ours. Because we’re so
small, Irish exporters do not have the
ability to pass on higher input costs
on the world market. This means the
medium-term impact of higher labour
taxes is a loss of competitiveness for
Irish firms with a resulting fall in national output and employment.
Importers to Ireland can pass on
higher costs to consumers because
there is nowhere else to go for these
essential goods and services. As a brilliant economist once said, the biggest
benefit of being a monopoly is a quiet
life. You can also see it in terms of customer service. The less competition
there is, the less important good quality service is, because the customer has
no alternative.
Firms are doing well in Ireland. The
share of national output going to workers has fallen every year since 2006,
and the share going to those who own
things, the profit share, has increased.
This is the context for younger
households. Their plans to move into a
home they can own have been interrupted by the economic crisis, by the
banks charging more for the mortgages
they do get, if they are lucky enough to
get them, and by the structure of our
tiny open economy, which means they
pay more for almost everything than
their friends across Europe.

Generation F*****D:
in fair round belly
If you thought that was a bit depressing, buckle up. The generation after
generation interrupted, the ones aged
from 35 to 50, is what I call Generation
F****d. You can supply the missing
letters yourself. One way to see this is

to look at the chart (far left) from the
Central Bank of Ireland. About 80 per
cent of this generation hold some debt.
In the euro area, about 60 per cent of
people in that age bracket hold some
debt. And what a load of debt generation f*****d has. The chart shows the
median value of total debt by age for
Ireland, Britain, the US and the euro
area. No prizes for guessing which
generation has the most debt — in
fact, you’d expect that for almost any
country those aged 30 to 50 would
have the most — but the Irish take the
cake. They owe north of €150,000 per
household. This is a median estimate,
which is the exact middle of the distribution. Taking an average would skew
the estimate upwards, because some
households owe millions and some
owe thousands. The median household
aged 35-39 (my age bracket) owes
€152,000. Our British friends owe
€97,000. Our US friends owe €70,000,
and across the euro area they owe
€67,000.
What does this mean? Well first off,
most of the debt has to be paid off. As
we’ve seen, interest rates are lower for
those “in fair and round belly”, but
interest rates are incredibly low by historical standards. Were interest rates to
rise quickly, these households in generation f*****d would be, well, f*****d,
especially if their incomes were hit at
the same time.
Then there’s the problem of paying
for just about everything. I abhor the
term “squeezed middle” because it assumes household income is distributed
in a bell curve, with most people in the
middle and few very poor and very
rich. This is not so.
The distribution looks more like a ski
slope than a church bell. Still, however
you want to call it, the people owing all
this debt are typically the people with
incomes to service that debt, and so
they are the people who pay more in
income taxes, pay for property taxes,
pay for childcare, because that’s the
age they are at, and especially if they
are in the fifth decile or above, pay
more into the state than they take from
the state in transfers.
Policy makers tend to throw shapes
at them, but ultimately these people
do pay for most of the things the state
does, and so cutting their income taxes
by 5 per cent is just not a runner in the
short term, because the state needs the
cash. A move to increase the taxes levied on property while reducing the income taxes they pay would help them
greatly, though it would also harm
those lower down the income ladder
who have properties.
This move would almost certainly
have positive effects on employment
and productivity, but there aren’t good
estimates of how strong an effect that
might be. In 2013, Brendan O’Connor
from the Department of Finance took
a stab at estimating the effects in the
Economic and Social Review, but I
haven’t seen his work updated or replicated.

We have a
conflict between
Generations
Interrupted and
F****d

So where does that leave us? Those
with houses and with loads of debt —
record breaking loads of debt — want
to see house prices increase, because it
heals their balance sheets.
Those without houses want to see
house prices come down, and want the
government’s support to buy houses.
Those in deep debt need interest rates
to stay low for as long as possible, but
they are squeezed by high prices and
income taxes and so can’t pay down
debt fast enough.
Those who want new debt are going
to pay through the nose and probably
several other orifices for it. The political
system has to mediate between the
two, but one of the generations votes
a lot more than the other. Who do you
think will be listened to?
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Republicanconvention

Trump paints darkly pessimistic view
of America in key convention address
Simon
Carswell

How the roots of
Trump’s success
go back to 1884

inCleveland,Ohio

SOBERING THOUGHT: Ant McPartlin, who has checked into rehab after admitting to alcohol abuse, has fallen into the Victorian mindset that he is a moral failure

Ant’s addiction is an illness
and shame is the symptom
Society’s attitude to
alcohol and addiction
has not moved with
the times, writes
Anne Marie Scanlon

A

NT McPartlin?
Of Ant and Dec?
He can’t be an
alcoholic — he
presents Saturday
night television for God’s sake.
And he’s so nice!
That was the shocked reaction of many people on hearing that McPartlin was going
to a long-term rehab for treatment for alcohol and drugs.
McPartlin doesn’t fit into any
of the alcoholic/drug addict/
rehab stereotypes — he’s not
a raddled rock star and nor is
he a celebutante. The 41-yearold is happily married, has a
very successful career and has
maintained what is probably
the most successful double-act
in history with Declan Donnelly since the pair appeared
as teenagers in the TV show
Byker Grove.
As a society, both Britain
and Ireland have a troubled
relationship with alcohol. On
the one hand we mock those
that ‘can’t hold their drink’;
we scorn the sloppy drinker
(especially if they are female)
and we denigrate habitual
drunks. At the same time our
social lives are marinated in
booze and the person who
doesn’t drink is viewed at best
with suspicion, and at worst,
with hostility.
When I came out as an
alcoholic, almost 20 years ago,
I was as welcome at parties
as botulism. (Mind you in
those days it was because I
was sober and would remember everything the next day.
These days with social media
everything is up on the web
before the fridge at the party
is empty.)
But given how society has
moved on in the last two decades, it’s disappointing that

our attitude to alcohol, alcoholism and addiction haven’t
changed one little bit.
We are still mired in a Victorian mind-set that being an
alcoholic or addict is a moral
failing rather than a physical
one. Even McPartlin, himself,
has bought into this, saying:
“I feel like I have let a lot of
people down and for that I am
truly sorry.”
If McPartlin had to go to
hospital for two months to get
treatment for cancer — would
he feel the need to apologise?
Addiction is possibly the
only condition where the person who suffers feels intense
shame at their situation. The
shame then feeds into the
addiction and the behaviour
of addiction and the ensuing
cycle becomes, in the mind
of the addict/alcoholic, inescapable.
McPartlin is typical of
many people who have ‘issues’ (what a lovely cop-out
word that is) with alcohol and
drugs. When I put down the
glass for the last time I had
a job, a flat, a relationship. I
wasn’t in debt; I didn’t have
dealers or the cops breaking
down my door. I was living
in New York and I wasn’t
sleeping on the streets and
rummaging through trash
cans on the Lower East Side.
I rarely let my roots grow out
and I wore fashionable nail
polish.On the surface there
was nothing wrong with my
life — but on the inside I was
miserable and hated myself.
I don’t really know when
my drinking became alcoholic — I’d gone to university
in Ireland with women who
drank far more than I did, but
in their late 20s they weren’t
still partying like it was 1999.

TV TAG TEAM: Ant (on the left) and Dec presenting ‘I’m A Celebrity, Get Me Out Of Here!’
After university I moved
to London and worked for
AIB Capital Markets for three
years. We thought nothing
about going to the pub and
having a drink or two at lunchtime — and we smoked at our
desks. Somewhere along the
way, when all my contemporaries were slowing down, I
was speeding up. But because
I wasn’t dirty and eating out of
bins it was all still acceptable.

‘The person
who doesn’t
drink is viewed
at best with
suspicion...’
I didn’t go to rehab. I was
lucky because in New York you
can find a 12-step program for
just about anything at any
time. On a miserable Tuesday
in February 1998 I went to
a lunch-time meeting and
haven’t touched a drink since.
The reaction of people

around me was interesting.
They thought I was over-reacting, being a drama queen.
Couldn’t I just cut down a wee
bit, they said — as if I’d never
thought of that. The bottom
line though was if I was an
alcoholic, what did that say
about them? Worse, was I
going to police their drinking?
(For the record I don’t.)
People make a lot of assumptions about alcoholics
and the reasons why we drink.
We drink because we have
no control over it. In recent
years some scientific studies have shown that addicts
and alcoholics have different
brains from those who are
not troubled by addiction.
For us, one drink sets off an
overpowering craving.
It’s not about willpower, it’s
about brain chemistry. And
yet plenty of people refuse to
accept that alcoholism and
addiction are a disease. That,
they say, is a cop out.
If we are dealing in stereotypes, Ant McPartlin doesn’t
‘fit’ the brief of an alcoholic or
addict — yet a high proportion

of addicts are creative and
successful people.
It shouldn’t come as a surprise to anyone that addicts
are very driven people. For
a lot of us our brains are like
washing machines with stuff
swirling around all the time,
and we self-medicate to turn
the noise off. Nay sayers would
say we lack willpower but we
don’t. The willpower needed
to keep going when alcoholism has you in its grip is huge.
Imagine the determination
needed to get out of bed with
a hangover that is as mentally
crippling as it is physically;
the determination to show up
for work, to show up for your
family. Many of us manage it
for years.
McPartlin said he had
“spoken out because I think
it’s important that people
ask for help if they’re going
through a rough time and get
proper treatment to help their
recovery”.
Perhaps attitudes will some
day move on — and we can
stop stigmatising sick people
for their illness.

The days when even Louth
County Council could dream
T
HE architectural
historian Emma
Gilleece recently
tweeted an aerial picture of
the old sea-water swimming
pool in Blackrock, Co Louth,
along with a view from the
apartments which replaced
it. And since I spent most
of my childhood holidays
in Blackrock, I was plunged
straight away into the pit of
nostalgia.
I almost drowned in
that pool when I was about
three years old — my life
saved by my excellent cousin
Mary, who saw that I had
somehow found my way
from the steps to the bottom
of the “babies’ pool”, from
which she grabbed me just
in time. Weirdly, I have still
some sort of memory of
sitting there for a long time
wanting so badly to slide
into the deeper water along
with the bigger kids, of the
fountain which seemed so
magnificent, the beautiful
blueness of the water, the
irresistibility of it.
I don’t remember the
coldness of the water that
day, though it could be cold
in the adjacent 50-metre
pool which started at “3ft6”,
then descended to “6ft”, and
on to the fathomless depths
of the “15ft”, into which I
was eventually diving many
times a day, still not much of
a swimmer, but good enough
to be able to stay alive.
There seemed to be
any amount of reasons
for staying alive, Travoltalike. The fact that the pool
was not heated was an
irrelevance — it was warm
enough once you got into it,
and anyway, the only heated
pool in the region that we
knew of was at Butlin’s.
Eventually, when
the heated pool became
ubiquitous, there was
a natural decline in the
popularity of pools such as
that at Blackrock.
But for a long time, it
was a glorious success — not
just as a facility in itself,
but for all the people it
brought to the area, who on
a fine Sunday would spend
enough on chips alone to
blow a considerable hole in
the £20,000 which it cost to
build in 1962.
So I was looking at these
old pictures of the pool, my
whole youth coming back
to me, as it was bound to do

Declan Lynch
— and then I started to see
something else, something
more than just these misty
watercolour memories of the
way we were.
This was not just about
me, and my friends, and the
generations who came here.
I started to see something
akin to a lost world, one in
which such an extravagant
facility could be imagined
and constructed and
maintained by what can
only be described as Louth
County Council.

‘I almost
drowned in
that pool
when I was
about three
years old...’
That would be Louth
County Council, the council
of the smallest county in
Ireland, which somehow in
the early 1960s contained
people who could envisage
such a project, who could
see the infinite amount of
good it could do, in so
many ways. How the hell did
they do that?
Did they not know, as
we know so well today,
that government, and local
government in particular,
has no business embarking
on such absurd schemes,
interfering in matters of
which they know nothing,
supposing in their softheaded way that they are
serving “the common good”?
Today, if they wanted to
build so much as a public
toilet, they would be urged
to leave that kind of thing
to the professionals, who
would be able to make it
commercially viable,
ideally by turning it into a
private toilet.
And what about this? It
seems that there was a man
on Louth County Council

called Packie McGuinness,
who had for years been
advocating the building of
a swimming pool beside the
sea in Blackrock. He was
assisted by locals such as
Jim Malone of the Blackrock
Swimming Pool Project.
“If you build it, they will
come,” was their attitude.
This was the Pool of Dreams.
And it seems that Packie
died before the pool was
finished. Which suggests
that not only were there
local representatives at the
time capable of entertaining
such a great notion, they
could also imagine that
maybe they might not be
around to claim all the
credit for it. But they went
ahead and did it anyway.
Now we see senior
government ministers
almost weeping with fear at
the heretical suggestion that
they might see their way to
building a few houses, like,
just for people to live in.
Such has been the baleful
influence of “austerity”
that it has become a kind
of a fetish — so that there
is now an instinctive
reluctance on the part of
public representatives to do
anything that might result
in any form of generalised
human happiness... for
certain humans, at least.
And even if they wanted
to break out and go full
Packie McGuinness on it,
chances are they are so
unaccustomed to creative
thinking that they have
forgotten how to do it.
Interestingly, I stumbled
across this glory that was
Louth County Council in
the week of the Grenfell
fire, a week when it seemed
so clear that “austerity” is
not just a vast failure of the
imagination.
For in this part of
world, we have now almost
reversed the very concept
of the “common good” —
to the point where the
well-being of a society is
now measured only by how
well it treats those who are
most fortunate.
So there it stands, this
monument to enlightened
public policy that was the
Blackrock sea-baths, to
all the good times and the
good money and the good
memories made there.
There it stands — at least
in old photographs.

Cheeky Alfie likes to make some noise Fearless fairy birds’ infinity of grace
THIS is Alfie. He is almost
one and he is a ruby King
Charles spaniel.
He barks a lot. Whenever
he sees a bird or a dog, he
goes crazy. For some reason,
he doesn’t bark at other
King Charles spaniels —
well, sometimes.
He is quite intelligent
and knows how to get
human food. While we are
having dinner, he will sit at
the door wanting to go out,
then one of us gets up, he
runs away from the door
and tries to jump on our
chair and get our food.
He has a really sensitive
tummy and has to eat
special food that is wheatfree and without beef.
Although Alfie is
intelligent, he can be
quite stupid, too, and gets
frustrated at the smallest
things, like light reflections
—he tries to catch them.
When the green man goes
off for crossing the road,
the noise drives him
bonkers.
As I said, he barks a lot
and his bark is no normal
bark — he sounds like a

MY PET
Name: Alfie
Finest hour: After
completing his
training course, he
slept for the rest of
the day, guarding his
certificate proudly
Likes: Walks, food,
barking
Dislikes: Baths, bees
and wasps

seagull and some people
stop and stare at him (you
get used to it).
He was so crazy at first,
we had to bring him to
training classes. They were
really fun and he is now a
little more behaved — he
waits until his food bowl
is down then eats, and he
can sit and lie down on
command.
He loves walks and drags
his lead around the house
until we bring him for a
walk.
He often escapes from
the house and his harness,
and we have to chase him.
It is quite scary, because you
don’t know if you will catch
him or not.
We were a bit unprepared
when we got Alfie. We kind
of just jumped straight in.
Everybody in our estate was
getting dogs, and I wanted
a dog since I was five, but
my dad doesn’t really like
dogs —eventually my mum
convinced him.
Alfie also loves the swing
ball and has broken two
balls. He would play with
it and chew it hours on

end — it brings him great
satisfaction.
Alfie sheds a lot and
usually I go into school with
hair all over my jumper.
Almost a third of Alfie’s tail
is fur and the same with his
ears — he usually has leaves
stuck to his ears.
He is great for snuggles
and loves cuddling up on
the couch in the evening.
My mum calls him Piglet,
because he snorts and
coughs. We took him for
a check-up and he had
tonsillitis.
Alfie has his ups and
downs. He may not be the
most perfect dog (very far
from perfect) and he gets
looks and stares, but he is
my best friend, bark or no
bark. I love him.

Lucy Gibson, aged 11,
Bray, Co Wicklow
n If you would like your pet
featured in this column, please
send a story of 440 words
and a photograph to
snews@independent.ie clearly
labelled MY PET

COUNTRY
MATTERS
Joe Kennedy
SEVERAL years might pass
between sightings of one of
Ireland’s most elusive birds —
and even then, its nesting site
might remain in the exclusive
care of dedicated people of
BirdWatch Ireland, the leading avian charity.
This bird is the red-necked
phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) whose tiny Irish breeding
colony in north Mayo is the
most southerly in the world
and whose principal nesting places are in the Baltic,
spending its winters in large
flocks in the middle of the
Arabian Sea.
It was described as a fairy
bird by the renowned naturalist and scientist Robert Lloyd
Praeger (subsequent president
of the Royal Irish Academy),
who, with his wife-companion traversed mountains and
bog-lands, sleeping in sheds
and on boats, recording what
they saw and heard during the

early years of the last century.
Praeger’s seminal work,
The Way That I Went — which
is still in print — contains an
observation that I have never forgotten, describing an
unnamed village as having:
“a dozen inhabited houses,
a dozen ruined houses and
half-a-dozen public houses”.
Little has changed in more
than a century, except that
now there would be just one
pub, trading only at night!
Praeger wrote about seeing the phalarope, then unrecognised by him, when he
chanced upon it in “a place
that shall be nameless, on a
barren, storm-swept, halfsandy, half-peaty flat, intersected with shallow pools on
the edge of the Atlantic”.
In what he described as
their most interesting ornithological adventure, they found
themselves among “fairy-like
little birds quite unknown
but evidently belonging to the
plover family”.
They showed no fear of
the couple, “darting about
our feet, running over slender
water plants which filled the
pools, uttering often a small,

BRAVE: The red-necked
phalarope (P lobatus).
Photo: Andreas Treple
sharp cry”. This has been described by another observer
as like a violin string being
plucked.
The couple stood, “astonished for a long time” as
the birds ran around them.
The colour of crown, cheeks,
back of neck, breast sides and
mantle was lead-grey with
rufus-ochre on sides of neck.
When the Praegers got
back to Dublin they learned
that they had accidentally
stumbled upon the sole Irish
breeding site of the phalarope

which had been uncovered
just a year earlier by another
ornithologist who may have
been named Dresser, quoted
by Praeger as describing the
bird as “flying lightly as a
butterfly and swimming like
an egg-shell”.
The phalarope in the sea
holds its neck slanting forwards, nodding in pace with
swimming motions and spinning around stirring up food
morsels. The female bird does
the courting, leaving incubation to the male, a fearless nest
protector.
Praeger quotes a naturalist named Harvie-Brown as
describing it as the tamest
of birds, exhibiting a “trusting simplicity seldom seen,
even in domestic fowls” and
Manson Bahr in British Birds
(1907) writing of its “infinity
of grace in every movement”.
These fairy birds were first
observed breeding at Annagh
Marsh in The Mullet, Co Mayo
in 1900 and intermittently
ever since. After a lengthy
absence, phalaropes returned
last June but specific details
from the site appear to be
professionally sensitive.

ews is fact - opinion is
your point of view.
If teachers vote to go
on strike, news is the account
of what they did. Opinion is
your view on their decision good or bad.
The views expressed are
your own. They may not be
shared by everyone, but they
are how you feel about the
teachers going on strike,
whether you think they are
right or wrong, the effects the
strike may have on you and
other students.

Republican nominee
for presidency sticks
to rhetoric that won
him nomination

Simon
Carswell

Donald Trump struck an upbeat note on his Twitter feed
less than 12 hours after presenting a dire picture of the United
States as he accepted the Republican presidential nomination in Cleveland.
“One of the best produced, including the incredible stage
and set, in the history of conventions. Great unity! Big TV ratings,” he wrote, copying former
George W Bush senior aide
Karl Rove on the tweet.
Concluding a turbulent fourday Republican national convention, Mr Trump eschewed
the approach traditionally taken by newly crowned presidential nominees at the end of
hard-fought primary elections.
He chose not to pivot to the
centre but to remain out on the
right flank where he is most
comfortable, stirring fear, and
stuck to the same rhetoric that
has brought him the support of
millions of Americans.
In the most significant
speech of his campaign so far,
Mr Trump proclaimed that the
US was facing “a moment of crisis” with attacks on police and prime time with a shot at the US
“terrorism in our cities” threat- presidency who shook up the
ening “our very way of life”.
Republican establishment on a
message of revolutionary
Lawandorder
change.
Evoking Richard Nixon’s
Casting himself as the chamspeech to a nation rocked by civ- pion of the overlooked, the
il and racial unrest in 1968, Mr property and entertainment
Trump proclaimed himself to mogul resurrected his stumpbe the “law and order” candi- speech sales pitches as the sole
date and the only enforcer who insurgent who could challenge
could deal with the dangerous the political and economic staworld he presented and the tus quo.
only outsider who could shake
“Nobody knows the system
up a “rigged” economic system better than me,” he said, in his
for the “forgotten men and characteristically pompous
women of our country – people manner, “which is why I alone
who work hard but no longer can fix it. My message is that
have a voice”.
things have to change – and
“I am your voice,” he told they have to change now.”
them in a speech that twice menMentioning Mrs Clinton,
tioned Vermont senator Bernie who will formally accept the
Sanders in a direct appeal to dis- Democratic nomination in Philgruntled Democrats who voted adelphia next week, at least a
against Mr Trump’s rival Hill- dozen times, Mr Trump continary Clinton in large numbers.
ued the blistering attacks on
Mr Trump’s long address her that dominated the Republicapped the ascent of a reali- can convention, prompting the
ty-TV star into the political crowd repeatedly to chant:

AmericaLetter
He’s a snake oil
salesman who has
tapped into an era
of disillusionment

“Lock her up!” the week’s unof- look like them.
lapse, this vision of violence and
One notable proposal that chaos everywhere, doesn’t realficial party slogan.
He tore into Mrs Clinton’s was absent from his speech was ly jibe with the experience of
ties to big business and her “leg- his plan to make Mexico pay for most people,” he said, standing
acy of death, destruction, terror- the wall. Coincidentally, Presi- alongside his Mexican counterism and weakness”, while prom- dent Barack Obama met Mexi- part during a press conference
ising to put “America first” and can president Enrique Pena Nie- in the White House.
make “Americanism, not glo- to as the Washington commen“It is important to be absobalism . . . our credo”.
tariat were still carrying out lutely clear here: some of the
“I’m with you, and I will fight their postmortem of the Trump fears that were expressed thrfor you and I will win for you,”
oughout this week just don’t
said the businessman.
jibe with the facts,” he said, poiNobody
nting to statistics to show crime
knows the
Greatesthits
had fallen during his presidenMr Trump’s speech was a great- system better than
cy.
est hits of his most controver- me, which is why I
In contrast to Mr Trump’s
sial proposals, repeating his
anti-Mexican rhetoric, Mr Obaplans to build a border wall with alone can fix it
ma defended ties with AmeriMexico to keep immigrants out
ca’s third-largest trading partand to block entry to people show in Cleveland.
ner and took a sideswipe at the
from countries “compromised
While saying that he didn’t Republican’s plan to rip up inby terrorism” until proven vet- watch Trump’s speech – “I’ve ternational trade deals.
ting mechanisms are in place to got a lot of stuff to do” – Mr Oba“Globalisation is a fact, bekeep refugees out.
ma challenged the darkly pessi- cause of technology, because of
Each proposal played to the mistic vista that the New York an integrated global supply
same sombre theme that has billionaire presented, saying chain, because of changes in
dominated his 13-month cam- that it did not match reality.
transportation, and we’re not
paign, preying on voter anxie“This idea that America is going to be able to build around
ties about people who do not somehow on the verge of col- that,” said Mr Obama, punctur-

‘‘

■ US Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump
addressing convention: “I’m
with you, and I will fight for
you and I will win for you,” he
told audience. PHOTOGRAPH: JIM
WATSON/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

ing some of the superficial proposals that Mr Trump threw
out on Thursday night as solutions to complex problems.
Back in Cleveland, at a postconvention press conference,
Mr Trump said he wouldn’t accept an endorsement from Ted
Cruz, the Texas senator who
sensationally withheld his support from his bitter rival in his
speech this week, leading to the
most chaotic scenes at a convention in generations.
“I don’t want his endorsement,” said Mr Trump, at the
end of a week that was intended
to bring the party together.
“Just, Ted, stay home, relax, enjoy yourself.”

GOPSmacked
CompiledbySimonCarswell

Toasting the death of GOP
in Capitol Hill Irish bar
There was no better place
than an Irish bar for some
Republicans to mourn the
death of their party as
Donald Trump formally
accepted the party’s
presidential nomination.
Former and current
Republicans gathered for a
traditional Irish wake in
the Dubliner bar, a Capitol
Hill institution in Washington popular with Democrats and Republicans
alike.
Patrons were greeted at
the bar by a wreath of white

flowers surrounding a sign
that read “RIP GOP”.
Inside, on the bar, a photograph of Ronald Reagan sat
in front of a small coffin
next to portraits of Abraham Lincoln, Theodore
Roosevelt and Dwight D
Eisenhower.
“We said we should get
together and have a drink
and toast the death of the
party, as we sit here and
watch it dying on us,” Chris
Scheve, one of the event
organisers, told local
station WTOP.

Spelling out L-G-B-T-Q
Watching Trump’s acceptance speech from the
convention floor next to
the delegation from Utah
(conservative Ted Cruz
country), there were
chuckles around
me at the billionaire’s attempts to
spell out
“L-G-B-T-Q”
when he vowed to
protect the community from Islamic terrorism in the wake of the
attack on the gay nightclub
in Orlando that left 49
dead. Some of the Utah
delegates appeared

bemused not just at his
pronunciation but the
number of letters included.
To the respectful applause from the crowd
around the arena,
Trump went
off-script: “I have
to say, as a Republican, it is so nice to
hear you cheering
for what I just said.
Thank you.”
Google said there was a
15,000 per cent rise in
searches of the acronym on
Thursday night. Well, the
mention and interest is
some kind of progress.

Ex-KKK leader overjoyed
at Trump’s agenda
Former Ku Klux Klan
leader David Duke declared himself yesterday
as a candidate for the
US Senate in
Louisiana.
In a video
announcing his
candidacy, he said:
“I’m overjoyed to
see Donald Trump
and most Americans
embrace most of the issues
that I’ve championed for
years. My slogan remains
America first.”
Trump drew fire in

February from fellow
Republican, US House of
Representatives speaker
Paul Ryan, and many
others, for not
immediately
disavowing
Duke’s support.
That occasion was
one of the most
controversial
moments of the primary
campaign.
Let’s see how quickly he
responds this time as the
party’s presidential
nominee.

And so, after much personal
invective, furious opposition
and ugly rhetoric that
appealed to the worst
impulses of the American
voters, this is Donald Trump’s
Republican Party.
A year ago, if you had told
someone that today we would
all be watching, in horror, a
billionaire-turned-reality TV
star telling tens of millions of
Americans “I am your voice”,
and screaming “And we will
make America great again!”
into a microphone in front of
giant “TRUMP” letters, they
would have signed you into
a large medical building with
lots of people in white coats.
Cleveland was certainly one
hell of a party and, now, this is
the party of Trump. We are
left with a man who is one
election – and one deeply
unpopular opponent – away
from the nuclear codes.
So, how exactly did the
party of Abraham Lincoln and
Ronald Reagan fall into the
hands of a populist, anti-trade
isolationist and preening
narcissist who has never
served a day in public office?
Easy, but first we have to go
back to 1884 – yep, 132 years
ago – to understand where the
party stands now.
At the party convention in
Chicago that year, 30 years
after the party was founded,
a group of dissidents in the
party challenged the nomination of Maine Republican
James Blaine, a man more
popularly known as “Slippery
Jim” who, it is said, never saw
a kickback he did not like.
Many of those Republicans
voted for Democrat Grover
Cleveland that year because
they could not back their
nominee. He won the election
in a big turnout – 10 per cent
higher than four years earlier.
Known as “Mugwumps”,
these dissident Republicans
counted future president
Theodore Roosevelt among
their ranks and were the
nucleus that went on to form
a more progressive
Republican Party.
Heather Cox Richardson,
professor of history at Boston
College and author of To
Make Men Free: A History of
the Republican Party uses this
moment by way of comparison to where the party stands
now under Trump.
“The Republican Party
right now looks like it did in
1884 when it had a very
similar kind of a meltdown,”
said Richardson, kindly
walking me through the
roller-coaster history of the
party. She points out that,
long before Trump, the
Republican Party was “being
destroyed on its own”. The
schism between conservatives

and moderates that exists in
the party today stems from
Roosevelt’s walk-out at the
1912 convention, when the
party re-nominated President
William Howard Taft,
splitting the party’s vote that
year and handing victory to
Democrat Woodrow Wilson.
The Great Depression and
Franklin D Roosevelt’s New
Deal split Republicans into
those who wanted to eliminate his deep government
interventions in business and
social welfare and those who
believed they could make
them more efficient.
A small rump of people
thought otherwise – that the
Great Depression was caused
by government not being
non-interventionist enough.
That group led to the conservative movement and found
voice in powerful spokesmen
from the 1950s: commentator
and author William F Buckley
jnr, Wisconsin senator Joseph
McCarthy and Arizona
senator Barry Goldwater.
This movement institutionalised politics, in the 1980s
with Ronald Reagan in the
White House and in the 1990s
with Newt Gingrich in the US
Congress as the speaker of the
House of Representatives.
Dog-whistle racism took hold

‘‘

The government is
disconnected from
people in America.
Trump recognised
that before the
political class

and wealth was redistributed
upwards through economic
policies that embraced
globalism and free trade. This
has spawned Trump’s “America First” populism or “Americanism” – a term that stood
out in his acceptance speech
on Thursday night.
The irony for the party
Trump has acquired in a
hostile takeover is that he is
not a conservative or even
a Republican. He is in the
business of snake oil. He has
hijacked the conservative
movement’s “us versus them”
division of the world and has
appealed to blue-collar
Republicans and former
Democrats whose lives have
been destroyed by the movement’s economic platform.
“What he is really is a
salesman accurately reflecting a constituency that the
‘movement conservatives’
have built since the 1950s,”
said Richardson. “We are at
the cusp of a changing era in
America, just which direction
it changes in is up in the air.”
In Cleveland this week,
retired US army lieutenant
general Michael Flynn, who
was briefly tipped as a possible running mate for Trump,
put it in colourful terms.
“This is warfare. Look at
the battles that he won. This
country is sick of the political
correctness, sick of the
political class. People in the
federal government have
become disconnected with
the people out in middle
America. Donald Trump
recognised that well before
any of the political class did.”

But the key is to say something
only if you have something to
say. There is no point sitting
on the fence. Be provocative,
stir a few emotions, ruffle a
few feathers. There is nothing
better that a good rant,
once you can back up your
argument.
Never try to be controversial
for the sake of it.
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Girls Just Wanna Have Fun...damental Rights

Over to you...

By Siofra O’Dwyer

Scoil Mhuire, Buncrana

Comment

• Newspapers are as much about views as news. Can you
distinguish between the two? Select some examples.

‘Pro-abortionists’ are
aggressive, deluded
and lacking in empathy
Barbara
McCarthy

• Choose an opinion piece from one of the papers
supplied. What interests you? Write your own version.

I

• Look at the letters page in one of the papers supplied.
Fáil is back
Choose one that you agree/disagree with? Outline Fianna
why.
of
squeezed middle

• Write a letter to the editor in not more than 400 words.
Forum

Irish Examiner
Saturday, 25.02.2017

in pole position and for sake
party should stay on course
No wonder, there’s a bit of a
swagger about Fianna Fáil these
days. But therein lies the danger.
Martin rejects it absolutely, but
there are unmistakable signs that
old-style Fianna Fáil populism – put
into cold storage when Brian Cowen
and Brian Lenihan courageously
decided there was no alternative to
tough medicine – is returning.
Demands for a rise in the old
age pension; the party’s stance
on an inquiry into Project Eagle;
and its new position advocating
the abolition of water charges, all
smack of playing to the gallery,
rather than the national interest.
The stance on water charges
seems particularly opportunistic,
cynical even. Perhaps the party is
simply acknowledging the reality
that, given the outcome of the
General Election and the massive
public opposition, water charges are
doomed. And it would be pointless
to continue to fight the battle for
their retention.
But there’s no denying the
huge investment required in the
water network and Martin is
unconvincing about who would
pick up the tab for that. He has
acknowledged it will fall to income
taxpayers.
But we know from yesterday’s
Irish Tax Institute report that this
means the burden will mainly
fall on those on medium to high
incomes. This includes many
who are relatively modestly paid,

• Compare and contrast how broadsheet and tabloid
papers handle comment. Which do you prefer? Why?

Irish Examiner
Saturday, 25.02.2017

I

am sixteen years old. I live
in a country where if I was
raped and impregnated
tomorrow, I would be denied a
termination on that pregnancy.
I live in a country where if I
was having a baby who had no
chance of survival, I would be
forced to endure the ordeal
of carrying a child I knew was
already not for this world. I live
in a country where if I sought
an abortion in my own home,
I would be persecuted and
imprisoned. And I am angry.
The 8th Amendment of the
Irish Constitution illegalises
abortion in Ireland, therefore
denying women of their right to
bodily autonomy, their right to
control over their own bodies,
their right to have a choice in
what happens within their own
womb.
I am angry, because this
Amendment means that
a Syrian refugee who was
raped and impregnated in
her home country came to
Ireland in early 2014 and was
denied an abortion. Despite
seeing a number of agencies,
her pregnancy was too far
advanced by the time she was
assessed by a three-doctor
panel, and she was forced
to have a caesarean section
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while a third of workers pay no tax
whatsoever. Fianna Fáil talks of
“decency and fairness”, but it’s hard
to see what’s fair about that. Or
about focusing on cuts to the USC
when workers are hitting the top
rate of tax at just €34,000.
To be fair, none of the political
parties – including Fine Gael – seem
to have grasped this reality. All are
in danger of missing a trick.
The politics of the past couple of
years has certainly been shaped by
the AAA-PBP’s ‘No way, we won’t
pay’ mantra.
Paul Murphy’s by-election victory
of 2014 resulted in the entire
political system shifting leftwards
in response. Fine Gael may have
more ministers than ever before,
but the Programme for Government
was essentially a left-of-centre
document.
However, Fianna Fáil in
particular needs to be careful about
going too far in chasing Sinn Féin
and Independent votes.
With the electorate hugely
fragmented, there are growing
signs that many in middle Ireland
are fed up.
They, with some justification,
believe that they alone are having
to foot the bill for everything and
are quite unimpressed by what they
see as a headlong populist rush to
repeat the mistakes of the boom.
Who is representing them?
Despite it being its natural
constituency, Fine Gael will

struggle to harness that vote
under Enda Kenny. He’s just too
unpopular. But things could be
different with Leo Varadkar or
Simon Coveney at the helm.
While it’s only a matter of time
before one of them takes over,
Fianna Fáil will be hoping Kenny
hangs on for as long as possible.
Either Varadkar or Coveney
would be a far more formidable
opponent for Martin than a mojoless Taoiseach proved himself to be
last February.
Martin and Fianna Fáil can
do nothing about the Fine Gael
succession.
They can, though, ensure they
don’t lose the run of themselves
because they’re ahead in the polls
and sniff an election in the air.
The days of the ‘catch-all party’
are over and if Fianna Fáil tries
to position itself as such, it will be
chasing fool’s gold and leaving itself
vulnerable among centre voters to a
Fine Gael fightback .
Restrained and relatively
responsible opposition – not
least in the past three months
when propping up the Fine
Gael-Independent coalition – has
helped bring the party back to pole
position.
Fianna Fáil owes it to the country
– and the party itself – not to
change course now.
Shane Coleman presents Newstalk
Breakfast weekdays from 7am

WON’T be joining the
#repealthe8th-ers at the
pro-choice march in Dublin
on Saturday because I’d feel
like a phony. I’m not a cardcarrying, jumper-wearing
member of the ‘pro-abortion’ lobby
and I’m finding myself less so as
each day passes.
They are what the pro-lifers were
in the 70s and 80s – aggressive,
lacking in empathy, deluded, and
condescending. I shall elaborate
– aggressive in their blanket
dismissal of opinions that don’t
match theirs, apathetic in their
feelings towards the unborn child,
deluded in the fact that they think a
right to abortion has something to
do with 1916 among others things,
and condescending of ‘Catholic
ideologist idiots’ who don’t follow
their mantra.
Exaggeration has also been
rampant in recent weeks. The
earth-shattering story where a
counsellor in a Dublin clinic warned
an undercover reporter that she
could get breast cancer from having
an abortion made headlines. An
organisation with direct links to a
Catholic anti-abortion group, which
is unregulated by Irish law, saying
abortions could be dangerous – well
I never. An online newspaper called
the street where the clinic is housed
a ‘street of shame’. An entire street,
no less.
Liberals and group-thinkers
are losing their collective minds.
I think a lot of it is due to the fact
that many of the repealers weren’t
around during the last referendum
in 1983, otherwise they would have
been afflicted with chronic taedium
vitae brought on by ‘I can’t believe
we’re still talking about abortions
33 years later’ syndrome.
If a woman has an abortion
and regrets it in 20 years’ time,
where will the pro-choicers be?
I don’t understand how a bunch
of strangers, who know nothing
about someone’s personal situation,
have the right to manipulate on
either side. Women who have
abortions because of sexual abuse,
foetal abnormality or other health
concerns should never have to travel
abroad. Women who don’t have the
financial means should never have
to have a backstreet abortion.
I’m neither Catholic, nor antiabortion, but I find it strange that
pro-abortionists – that’s what I
call them because ‘choice’ doesn’t
seem to be on their agenda – can get
behind the ending of a human life
with such fervour. I had my head
bitten off recently when I said I felt
sorry for the baby that was aborted
into a bin in Northern Ireland.
One journalist recently wrote: “I
had an abortion. It’s normal.” I don’t
think it should be sold as thus. What
if, say, you’re 28, about to travel
around the world with a friend, and
you get pregnant after a one-night
stand. Your friends and society will
tell you it’s OK to have an abortion.

It is all about your rights after all.
Then 10 years later, your friends all
have kids and you don’t. Do they
care that they talked you into it all
those years ago? Probably not.
I fear that more people will have
abortions as a result of a possible
‘yes’ vote and as I am no longer
in my 20s, I am better poised to
comment on the negative effects
of them. When you’re 23, you
know everything and think you’ll
be young forever. By 40, all that
changes. At that stage, a large
percentage of people hope and pray
they’ll have a baby, rather than get
rid of one. Not everyone obviously,
but more than would admit it
publicly.
Rather than all shout at once,
why not examine the fact that more
than 100,000 women had abortions
between 1994 and 2014 even though
clearly pregnancy is the last thing
they wanted. Is it down to lack
of education, financial means,
alcohol?
Unprotected sex, possibly with
strangers, means people are putting
themselves at risk. According to
figures from the Health Protection
Surveillance Centre, there have
been around 7,000 STI cases so far
this year, a 13.8pc increase on last
year, and 326 cases of HIV, 71 more
than last year. Syphilis, which was
reduced to negligible levels in the
80s and 90s, is now beginning to reappear. Having abortions accessible
in Ireland won’t necessarily change
those statistics, it may even increase
them. In 2014, 5.2pc of pregnancies
in Ireland ended in abortion, while
in Spain it was 18pc, and 21pc in
England, where abortions are legal.
Young women and men need
to be educated properly at school
and college, starting with properly
taught biology class and access
to free condoms, which could
be available through sponsored
initiatives.
Once a woman is pregnant, she is
unwillingly thrust into a situation
where fear prevails. No doubt the
idea of becoming a single parent is
awful for many women. Not only do
they get an allowance of just €30
more per week on top of €188 social
welfare, but the housing crisis,
créche fees and possible problems
in the parental home are all good
reasons to put them off. But being
a single parent is not always as bad
as people fear and once the baby
arrives, it can be wonderful.
By their very nature, abortions
require quick decision-making
and it’s important for mothers and
fathers, who count too by the way,
to have as much information as
possible should the situation arise.
I also think people who feel
empathy towards an aborted foetus,
or a baby as I like to call it, should
not be ridiculed for exercising free
speech. If someone doesn’t get why
people have abortions, deal with it.
We were once, unless I am very
much mistaken, foetuses after all.
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The views
expressed are your
own. They may
not be shared by
everyone, but they
are how you
feel.

Refugees living outside society’s lines
T

HE refugee camp is on the Luas
line, in the heart of south Dublin,
not far from Dundrum Town
Centre. It looks down on the
Dodder, across which sits Alexandra
College for young ladies.
The refugees aren’t fleeing a war — not
a conventional one anyway.
They haven’t arrived here after a perilous journey across sea or land.
Two of them to whom I spoke during
the week are from down the country, the
third has the cut of a man who has lived
his life in the greater Dublin environs.
They exist in this settlement of tents, on
a green area next to a substation which
services the Luas line.
The train rumbles by every few minutes to a lazy beat. Some passengers turn
a curious gaze to the settlement. Others
don’t appear to notice it.
Maybe they’re right to pay no attention;
maybe settlements like this are to be a
fact of life in the future, but there is something incongruous about people living in
tents in this affluent enclave, en route to
nowhere, as life passes by on a city-bound
train.
The rubbish is the biggest problem, according to John. He’s been without a roof
over his head for two years and arrived in
this camp of five tents about six months
ago.
“The fellas from the council told us,
once we take care of the rubbish, they’ll
leave us alone.
“It’s a problem finding somewhere to
get rid of it,” he says.
Peter sticks his head out from his tent, a
little one-man number.
All you can see is his head. Everything,
including his own body from the neck
down, is inside that little tent.
He has a dog too, but it’s not clear
whether the dog is in the tent or has gone
for a run.
“The thing with me is the dog,” he says.
“Lot of places won’t let a dog in. I get
about €800 a month and the best I could
get with my dog is a gaff for €1,200.”
He shrugs. He’s out of a home since last
June.
“I was living in a squat but we got
thrown out of that,” he says.
“Then I lost my job as a result. I was a
gardener up in the Phoenix Park. I’d love
to get something else.”
On Tuesday, the latest figures revealed
that 7,167 people are without a home.
This figure is drawn from records
showing how many people are living in
emergency accommodation.
John and Peter and their fellow tentdwellers are not included in the statistics.
It’s not known how many people without a home are unaccounted for in the official statistics.
Housing Minister Simon Coveney said
the record number of homeless people
shows the success of the drive to ensure
that more families are exiting homelessness than entering it.
He said this on the basis that the
number of families in homelessness
dropped by 33 to 1,172.
So the rise in the incidence of homelessness isn’t really a failure, but a success,
because a positive stat can be plucked
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ore than 500 words.

The LUAS passes by a makeshift campsite where a
number of homeless people are living near Milltown
in Dublin.
Picture: Moya Nolan
John and Mike just shrug. John is interested in keeping fit. He visits a gym regularly.
Mike says, “I suppose I would (like some
work), but it’s alright here. We don’t get
hassle.”
Another train rumbles by. Rain is falling now like a curtain over the dull day. A
storm is on the way, but the men didn’t
know about that, and they’re relatively
happy that they will be well wrapped up.
They’re young and don’t appear to have
any health issues. Maybe this is a passing
fad for them, or at least some of them. Or
maybe this is a new reality for a new kind
of underclass, where potential, hope, and
dreams are smothered.
At least out here they don’t have to fear
the sudden flaring of violence in a hostel,
or on the street in the dead of night when
most of us are at home.
The camp by the Luas is relatively secure by that basic yardstick.
It’s also a shocking indictment of society
that such a place is now one of the better
options for some refugees from
this world of ours.

“

from the overall figure. Or at least that’s
the spin Mr Coveney puts on it.
Statistics in the camp have also
changed. There were seven men in situ;
now there are only four.
The departed have gone to hostels, but
that option holds no attraction for those
who remain.
Mike used to get hassle in the parks in
the city before he moved out here to the
suburbs.
He got a lot of grief in hostels also. He’s
a tall, well-built man in his 20s, trailing an
air of shyness or even vulnerability.
When he was a child his family moved
here from England. He left his family
home six months ago because he couldn’t
get on with his old man.
“I’d like to get a gaff,” he says. “But at
least it’s peaceful out here. Nobody
hassles you.”
The men don’t suffer addiction problems and don’t appear to have any mental
health afflictions.
This is notable only in that those who
traditionally found themselves on the
street, prior to the current crisis, often
harboured afflictions other than getting a
roof over their heads.
These days the inability of the State to
house all those in need of a home leads to
all sorts of life-changing issues.

For families, the impact of living in
temporary accommodation can arrest the
development of children in a multitude of
ways.
For the men who live in their tents, removed from the immediate dangers of violence and associated problems on the
street in the city centre, it can breed a
type of apathy. None of the three is working (the fourth man wasn’t present on
Wednesday).
They can draw job seeker’s allowance
without presenting a fixed address, which
is just as well when the number without
an address runs into the thousands.

MICHAEL CLIFFORD
Columnist of the Year

Going cashless will leave poor even more marginalised
I

T’S been four days now and I still

haven’t spent any cash; money
irishmirror.ie
yes, but not cash. It’s part of a
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little personal experiment thanks
IF YOU HAVE A COMMENT TEXT PAT ON 0872953395
to US President Donald Trump.
FOLLOW HIM ON TWITTER @patflanagan1
When he suggested at a rally in
Florida last week to look at what was
happening in Sweden, I did as he said.
And sure enough, there it was: a terror
non-attack in a society that could be
completely cashless in less than a
decade.
As it stands, you can’t buy a bus or a
metro ticket with cash for love nor
money. Almost half of the country’s
banks are cashless and, soon, the same
will be true of shops: cash is used in
just a fifth of all transactions.
Even the street vendors and church
collections are paid in plastic, or
through a mobile phone app. Last year,
one church in the capital, Stockholm,
said that 85% of donations were made
by phone.
Sweden was the first European
country to introduce a banknote in the
17th century, so it seems rather
fitting that it will also probably be the
ALe be
bAck
Pat in Irish
bar
first
to consign
it to
history.
Many are happy — advocates say the
digital economy helps to tackle corruption and it is quick, fast and easy.
Others warn of the lack of privacy;
every tiny transaction from buying a
newspaper to a health-damaging pack
P to 50 secret bank accounts, boast a police force that used an actual entertainment, contributions to figures have anything to do with the fact
of cigarettes leaves a digital trace. Inmoney laundering, fraud on a
A policeman
investigates
burned or
outtocarparish
in theclergy,
suburband
of Rinkeby
outside
on Monday,
February
20, after riots broke out overthatStockholm,
bonuses were
paid for
increased
the golf
laundry to launder
money that
should acharity
the wrong hands — indeed, in any
cashless equals modern. Where does
a suspect on drug charges. Picture: Christine Olsson/TT via AP
scale...
thismillion
is just Indian
numbers?
society. Stockholm suburb after officers arrested
have gone
to thenight
State.in a predominantly immigrant
hands — that kind of information is massive
that
leaveand
the 600
people
the police
force...have
welcome
The Commissioner sincerely
It has now been revealed there was as
Find
open to all kinds of abuse.
who don’t
a banktoaccount
orme
theanother nation where law
thehasmost
country
in without
the officers
could falsify up to one million much as €5million sloshing around in apologised for the “grave mistakes” and
Not surprisingly,
the debate
di- corrupt
one in five
who are
a smartIT has always
amazed me how
Western
“wrongdoing”.
capturing as it does the moment of a
reader. And what of the
homeless
vided along
lines
with world.
they still
will accept
a cerphone, or the rickshaw driver
and tests and
up above
to 50 bank
accounts.
breath
keep cards
their only
we complain
about demographic
foreigners
surreptitious
handover conducted out
magazineaudit
sellers?
In Sweden
and Amolder
holding
of we market
can’t
While
might seller
not bewho
able
to afford
This being
corruption
central, no one
This week an internal
into
chiefaincard
her job. tain amount.
coming
overpeople
here and
stealingon to the idea
of
sight
of
certain-to-object
parents.
sterdam,
some
of
them
have
already
cash.
Pensioners
make
up
a
large
proSo
instead,
I
buy
in
bulk.
And
there’s
reader?
compete
with
Nigeria
and
Zimbabwe
Did I mention the 14,700 wrongful Templemore Garda training college says words like fraud, crime, or criminal
our jobs when wherever you go
Stealthy philanthropists (my Uncle
made
the transition
digital but that
of the Cash Uprising but
moveThere
are any number
of
Here in Ireland, the cardconvictions
continues andthe
after the latest
recommended
a host
of changes.
Why toactivity.
therub.
smear
campaigns
in the portion
world you
find our own
Jim was a master of the art) will take a
means there can be no unofficial extra
ment which campaigns to ensure older
studies to show that we tend to spend
to gain ground on cash. Last year, the
Garda revelations
peopleSwedes
in gainful
employment.
Suchisdescriptions
applied
to
not (Let’s
a host not
of charges?
against gardai
topaying
highlight
hit only
in a new
cashless
society.
contribution to a seller who
standing are
will still be able to deposit and
moretried
when
by card.
Banking and Payments Federation
Ire- who
I’vewithdraw
been in Fuerteventura
for
we are getting
theafternoon.
guys in tracksuit bottoms
sellrooting down the back
Sinn Fein TD inDavid
Cullinane
wrongdoing?
There’llwho
be no
the damp
of a hostile
even get started on how contactless
land released figures to show
that each
cash at banks.
the pastThere’s
week andalso
the aamount
of
there.
drugs and steal
claimed the college
Each from
one of those
wrongly
of thecars.
sofa for unspent coins either. No
Speaking of unofficial contributions,
payment
canconvicted
lead to overspending
of us withdrew, on average, €5,388
lot of sense
to
the
Irish over
there isthat
incredible.
Name
years cash
we wondered
why
accountswhat
were effectively
cancard
now sue the
for damaging
registers,
no cash cows, no
the kindly relative who pressed aFor
note
in State
six effortless
taps.) However,
ATMs in 2015, but made debit
argument
a cashless society
will another
Andpush
who can
blame
them
An
actual
phrases
to be coined. What will we put
into your hand at the door might
very
most inclaims
a cashless
society
is fund”.
payments of €7,442.
the poorest even furthercountr
towards
y anythere
were so
few convictions
used
as “a slush
their good nameI’dinmiss
combined
when the
there’s
year-round
sunIndian Prime
in supermarket
well up-skill
to send the money for
by app.
the
cultural
side of hard currency.
For the little things, though,
we still
margins.
When
Min-in the
where
laundry
white-collar
crime; thetrolleys?
Had these goings-on
that could
run to
tens
if not hundreds
and a ister
large Narendra
beer in a bar
for less
Archaeologists,
return, they might even get alatest
text to
It would be a sad day if we
could
never
use cash and that’s where my
four-day
Modi
took 500world
and 1,000
that can
revelations
provide all too, will be at a loss.
taken
place
in a In
private
of millions
of euro.
used
tothe look
than €2.
Coins are one of best dating tools there
say ‘thks’. was
what
a loss:
of
a coin again. How would we start a
card-only trial is starting to hurt. I
rupee notes out of circulation overthe answers
we need.
would But
There are and toss
will always
be crooked company the Garda
I also
triedlast
my November,
hand at serving
is. A coin stamped with the head of a
complicitylaunder
between donor
match, resolve a dispute, decide who
can’t find it within me to pay for a
night
chaos ensued.
cashaunt/uncle
Is it any wonder
publicis one excellent way of
be investigating and
not
a recipient is one that should
cops
but toorhavepays
a crooked
police
force,
pints in Linda
Roman the
emperor
and
eager
for the
coffee
and buns?
packet of chewing gum with
a card,
At theMurphy’s
time, heIrish
saidbar
that he wanted to
have lost placing
confidence
in in a time period.
teamI can’t
of accountants.
something
else.
in Corralejo,
which
a home‘black’ economy,
an object
be bottled. That exchange is what
What about our buskers?
see
to buy a newspaper, stamp,that’
or sloaf
of
put a stop
toisIndia’s
whenlike,
there are
17 separate
But
is Ireland
where corruption
It’s say
not that
public
are investing
not
Digital
data, however, is notoriously
subversion,
at its verygardai
best, looks
toothe
many
of them
in this
a visa
bread with plastic. Some shops still
from home
for many
expats.
now he’s
stressing
the notion that
concerned about the never-ending is so endemic that it is almost inquiries, investigations, reviews and
You might say it never rains
but it pours in the sunny
Garda scandals, it’s just that they impossible to find the line between reports being carried out into a police
Canaries...
are finding it hard to keep up to lawmakers and lawbreakers... if indeed force that is one-third the size of

Irish wing it
to enjoy sun
in Canaries

PAT FLANAGAN

So what is happening
in Sweden? In a terror
non-attack, they are
set to be a cashless
society within a
decade. India is going
the same way but
where does this leave
the poor, stall owners,
buskers and generous
aunts and uncles

email pat.flanagan@irishmirror.ie

Our corruption-riddled
Garda is a lying shame

U

speed with the new ones.
Still the disclosure that the
laundry at the Garda Training
College was being used to launder
money is straight out of the Police
Academy movies.
Think about it, the institution
charged with training cops to
uphold the law collecting rent of
€124,903 for land belonging to the
taxpayer and keeping the cash
that should have gone to the
State at a time when the country
was on its knees.
And it gets better for there was
another account held for laundry
and services, where 37% of the
funds were spent on meals,

YOU’D imagine the last
thing languishing Labour
needs is to be reminded it
was the water charges party
but Alan Kelly won’t let it
go. Members know in their
hearts and souls (they claim
to have both) the unveiling of
the levies was a disaster that
pushed them to the brink.
But the ex-Minister is still
pushing for people to pay for
something they are already
charged for and is claiming
the moves proposed to scrap
them may be illegal. Face
facts Al, water bills are gone
and they may have washed
away Labour with them.

Switch off TV
licence plans
HUNGARY has been forced to
shelve a proposed tax on internet
data traffic after mass protests.
The draft law, which was even
condemned by the EU, sought to
put a levy on each gigabyte of
information transferred.
Not alone would it screw the
people, it would also restrict free
expression and the public’s
access to data, something which
the right-wing government of
Viktor Orban has been trying to
do since it took office.
Fine Gael and its stooges can
expect a similar response if they
try to force people to pay a TV
licence for owning computers to
raise an extra €5million for RTE.
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Some might observe this situation and
demand that they get hunting for some
work in an economy that is continuing to
sprout jobs.
But how does one go from living in a
tent, or a hostel, to securing, not to mind
holding down, a job?
And for what end in the current renting
environment? Would any work pay
enough that they might be able to move
into somewhere called home?
Peter is the only one of the three present who appears to be agitated about his
current station.
He has some thoughts on the fragility of
the world economy, which he believes is
going to end up in another crash.
He is also the only one who has definite
plans. “Once the next crash happens and
rent comes down, I’ll manage to get a
place,” he says.
He’d like to get back to work, but he’d
prefer to get a place first and launch operations from there.

There is something incongruous about people
living in tents in this affluent enclave, en route to
nowhere, as life passes by on a city-bound train

there is one.
What is even more worrying is the
auditors couldn’t give an assurance
the financial controls at the Garda
College were compliant with public
procedures or the Garda Financial
Code. So we can’t even be sure anything
has changed.
The Garda Commissioner yesterday
accepted gardai may have acted
dishonestly by inputting false breath
test figures into the force’s Pulse
computer system.
Noirin O’Sullivan told the Oireachtas
Justice Committee it has not been
established why almost a million false
breath tests were recorded.
Could this systemic falsification of

I’m Browned
off with Andre
For
Pete’s
sAke
Singer to
star in show

JUST when you think Mrs Brown’s Boys
couldn’t get worse they only go and hire
Peter Andre.
The Mysterious Girl
singer told his fans
(don’t ask) this week
that he was on the set of
the hit comedy, saying:
“How cool is that? It’s
gonna be awesome.”
I can think of other words
to describe it.
The last time he did a bit of TV work, I’m A
Celebrity back in 2004, he ended up with Katie
Price. Maybe he’ll try to shift old Agnes, above.
Now that would be funny.

London’s Met.
There are also Garda internal section
audit reports and disciplinary reviews,
GSOC reports, Oireachtas Public
Accounts Committee and Independent
Policing Authority hearings.
Ireland is by the day becoming less a
republic than a series of tribunals,
investigations and inquiries.
To think the breath test scandal came
about because of an anonymous tip-off
from a reserve who didn’t like what was
going on when it didn’t seem to bother
the regular force.
But if people are expecting change
they shouldn’t hold their breath. In the
meantime we can’t confirm the force’s
website has been changed to garda.lie.

Psychics’ spell of bad
luck on airwaves ban
THEY should have seen it
coming but spare a thought
for the psychics who have
been banned from placing
adverts on the airwaves by
the broadcasting watchdog.
Under new guidelines to
kick in this summer, fortune
tellers cannot make “claims
that future events may be
ruLiNG
predicted” or purport “to
Psychics
snubbed
make contact with deceased
persons”.
Funny that, I was told by a man last Sunday that the bit of bread in his
hand was the actual body of Christ and that if I was good, he predicted
we’d all go to heaven.
Isn’t it strange psychics can be kept off the airwaves yet the jingle
bells of an organisation which raped, tortured, enslaved and sold tens of
thousands of children can be broadcast before the Six O’Clock?
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Take a deep breath
and relax Amanda
... there’s no need
to be so stiff on TV
hard to preserve yet easy to manipulate and hack.
The thought of an IT banking failure
doesn’t even bear thinking about.
Remember what happened in the
summer of 2012 when 600,000 Ulster
Bank customers were left without access to money because of an IT glitch.
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skidded into the room and
dragged the two children out. Of
course, the interview continued.
Pure comedy gold.

CHEEKY

The second most enjoyable
spontaneous moment was
young Hughie on The Late
Late Show. He was on with two
other young adults to talk about
living with autism.
At the end of the interview
Ryan Tubridy asked Hughie
what he would like to do when
he grew up. In true child style,
he replied: “Fly a plane into a
skyscraper.”
Ryan quickly asked what else
he would like to do, and Hughie
told him he would like to go to
Iraq to train to be a terrorist. I
nearly choked with the laughter. It was outrageously cheeky
and bold.
This youngster was obviously
saying something he really, really shouldn’t, but he couldn’t
help himself.
Spontaneity is wonderful

we get to see the many honest,
wonderful, complex and humorous sides to life.
A television show that I wish
had just a tad more spontaneity
is Dancing With The Stars. I’m
talking in particular about the
host, Amanda Byram.
I see Amanda at the odd
function and we say hi. She’s
warm, funny, easy to talk to.
She laughs and enjoys herself.
She’s great company.
However, for some reason,
she hasn’t been allowed to
fully relax into the RTE dance
competition.
Everything is stiff. Her delivery is as stiff as her hair.

‘She says the
words perfectly,
but no warmth
comes through’

Pals taking Steps
to miss this gig
I’M scared to admit this because I might lose friends and
readers, and family members
might give me a wide berth for
a few months.
But here goes. Steps will play
Dublin in November. I can’t
tell you how much I love their
trashy, poptastic songs.
Deeper Shade Of
Blue? Unreal. Tragedy? Nothing tragic
about that version.
The thing is, I’ve
texted and emailed
a few folk about
the 20th anniversary
gig, but there’s radio
silence. I reckon my pals are
organising an intervention at
this stage.
I’ll be open and listen to their
concerns, but I’m more interested in listening to Lisa ScottLee (above) and the band.

Her dresses are as stiff as her
demeanour. Her words are
clipped. Her shoulders and
arms are rigid. She says the
words perfectly, but no warmth
comes through.
I understand the pressure of
a show like this. Probably nine
or 10 cameras to negotiate, a
live audience, judges to talk to,
dancers with whom to discuss
mistakes – all this has to happen
while a producer is in your ear
and a floor manager is in your
eyeline. It’s extremely difficult.
Yet I think she can give us
more. It’s not perfection we
want – in fact, it would be great
to see a mistake.
Liza Minnelli once quoted
her father, who said acting is
making the audience feel you’re
saying the words for the very
first time.

GUSTO

Amanda makes me feel like
she has said the script over and
over, that she knows it inside
out, that she said it in rehearsal
three hours previously and went
over it again in the dressing
room.
When Dermot O’Leary shouts
“Saturday night starts here” he’s
probably blue in the face saying
that line, but he says it with
such gusto that I shout back
at the telly: “It does Dermot.
It does.”
Amanda is a very talented
presenter, and Dancing With
The Stars is a terrific show.
Massive ratings, loved by many.
She just needs to relax a little
more, make a mistake, take a
deep breath and enjoy herself.
Then we’ll all feel that she’s real,
that she’s one of us and we’ll be
rooting for her.

I love watching
pedigree chums

Presenters Amanda Byram and (inset) Dermot O’Leary

I DON’T own a dog and don’t
know if I ever will.
However, watching Crufts had
to be one of the most entertaining
pieces of telly recently.
From the Jack Russell that
looked like it had taken amphetamines before going around the
obstacle course to the terrier from
Japan that had a hairdo like Cher,
it was fantastic.
To top it all off, we had presenter Clare Balding looking like she
was in love with every single dog
at the event.
Also, there was a dog named
Alan in the final. I’ll leave it at that.

St Patrick’s festival promises four fun-filled days – and you don’t have to be Irish

St Patrick’s Day parade

“YOU don’t have to be Irish to be Irish.” The words
pop into my head around this time every year.
They’re a line from the song of the same name
that comes from that really creepy film, Flight Of
The Doves.
It’s St Patrick’s Day, and two young children
stumble across the parade in Dublin and join in.
It’s all very 1970s and strange, and it reminds me
of how the parade was when I was a child.
My dad would take us all in on the number 19
bus from Rialto and we would choose a spot on
Aungier Street to watch the floats go by.
It always seemed to be raining, and I always
remember the AT&T Security float. I remember
it because that’s what was blared out from the

float’s speakers: “A… T… and... T... SECURITY!”
The St Patrick’s Day parade now is a completely
different experience. In fact, the whole thing is
a four-day feast of fabulousness. What’s more,
Paddy’s Day is on a Friday this year.

AMAZING

John Carney’s brilliant film, Sing Street, is going
to be screened at an open air cinema on Saturday
at 7pm. Honestly, if you can get to see this, it will
be amazing.
Earlier in the day, in St Stephen’s Green from
midday to 4.30pm, there will be lots of choirs and
marching bands.
If it’s a sunny day, I’d pack a little picnic, put on

some warm layers and head in there. It should be
brilliant.
If you have a few bob to splash out, five of Ireland’s best musicians, including Donal Lunny and
Andy Irvine, are playing Vicar St on the Sunday
night.
This is only the tip of the iceberg of what’s going on in Dublin for the St Patrick’s Day Festival.
Get your shamrock on your jacket, get your
green bobbly things on your head and head into
town. It’s going to be deadly.
If you can’t make it to the parade, watch it on
TV and head into town afterwards.
All details are on stpatricksfestival.ie. So no
excuses. Get out and enjoy the day.

l

IT’S not every day you
see Fine Gael boss
Enda Kenny wielding a
dumbbell with a murderous look in his eye.
I assumed it wasn’t
intended for Richard
Bruton, the man
responsible for that
unsuccessful party
heave in the dim
and distant past.
The Taoiseach was
last week opening the
new facilities at Scoil
Ui Chonaill, a great
northside Dublin GAA
club for whom I
played with no distinction for years.
Some top players
have represented the
club over the decades,
all the way back to
three-time All-Ireland
winner Robbie Kelleher,
and some awful players too, such as Senator Aodhan O’Riordain.
Enda was joined by
a number of local TDs,
including Sean
Haughey and Finian
McGrath, and also Mr
O’Riordain, above, who
has proven as adept
at holding on to his
Dail seat as he was at
kicking points.

comes out of it looking great in every
single deal he made — obviously, as
it’s his book and he loves himself.
One area where the billionaire, right,
did OK is on the Central Park ice
skating rink, which was beset with
years of costly over-runs and mismanagement by the city until they eventually let Trump take over.
The Wollman Rink was closed in
1980 for a “two-year renovation of
$9.1million” — but six years and
$13million later it was no closer to
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Cotter

completion. Trump stepped in and finished it in months.
All I could think of while reading this
was Simon Harris and his pledge to
have the National Children’s Hospital
open by 2021.
It’s not going to happen. It never
does. It will come in over budget and
way behind schedule – if it ever opens
at all, that is.
There’s so much uncertainty and
opposition, I fear this will be Simon’s
Wollman Rink . . .
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ACRES of news columns and hours of air time
have been dedicated to the National Maternity
Hospital row, very little of which interests me.
Some people hate the Church, some people love
it. For the rest of us, the issue bores us to tears.
I don’t care who runs the hospital, as long as it’s
run by people who know what they’re doing.
The State hasn’t covered itself in glory when it
comes to managing the nation’s health either.
Hopefully something else really important happens
soon so the broadsheets can move on a bit.

‘Killing it’ and me
with hip phrases
AS we get older, we tend to
lose what little tolerance we
have for that which upsets us.

I’ve never been the most patient
man anyway, but the more I listen to
people, the more I assume civilization
has peaked and we’re on a downward slope to somewhere horrible.

Empty vessels are making more noise
than many of us can handle, routinely
using words or phrases that make us
want to hit ourselves over the head with a
large frying pan.
Today I’m going to torture myself to
bring them to you for your displeasure,
and for that I apologise . . .
SMASHED AVOCADO: Is there a food
more damaged by association with the
much-hated hipsters? If I see this word
on a cafe menu I’ll walk out. It’s simply mashed, or squashed, and saying
it’s smashed doesn’t make it taste
nicer. You’d swear those in the next
paragraph invented the fruit . . .
MILLENIALS: I have no time for
anyone who refers to themselves as
a millennial. They tend to be selfentitled idiots who believe the world
was created for them, and always consider themselves better than they actually
are. “It’s so hard for millennials to buy a
home,” you might hear a two-year veteran

A DISCUSSION on RTE’s
Cutting Edge mirrored one I’ve
had with my wife a hundred times —
the issue of women’s sport on TV.
One female panellist said RTE should
be compelled to show a certain amount
of coverage, while Fiona Looney suggested
that they concentrate instead on keeping
teenage girls in sports and go from there.
But money is tight in RTE. Where should
they draw the line? They have a public service
remit but also a statutory duty to efficiently
generate revenue.
There isn’t the revenue in women’s sport as
things stand because the audience isn’t there.
RTE screened live Six Nations women’s rugby
this year and were delighted with the 185,000
peak audience for Ireland vs England.
However, only 61,000 tuned in for the clash with
Wales, and 81,000 for the Italy game.
Fiona was right — the more girls that stay in
sport, the better the standard will be, and eventually
the public will want to watch more of them on TV.
Until then, RTE are doing just fine.
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Not a patient man

I’M reading Donald Trump’s book,
The Art of the Deal.
I know that’s enough for some to
want to burn me at the stake but I
reckoned a little insight never hurt anybody and, sure, knowledge is better
than ignorance.
Over a few hundred pages, Donald
goes into details about various good
deals he made over the years, from
Trump Tower to his casino businesses
and some New York City hotels.
It’s not exactly warts ’n’ all as he

AT LEAST
AODHAN
DID NOT
MISS DO

1RM

Neil
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of the workforce say. Good! You deserve it
for wrecking everyone’s head.
LITERALLY: “I swear to Gawd, I saw him
in the nightclub and I literally died,” says
some empty head. No dear, unfortunately
you didn’t.
GOING FORWARD: “We’d like to make a
lot more money, going forward,” enthuses
the obnoxious banking executive who can
smell his bonus. Well, Tristan, I’ve news
for you, unless someone gets the flux
capacitor working, forward is still the only
way any of us can actually go.
NOT ONE F*** WAS GIVEN: Or indeed
“not a single f*** was given”, both equally
tedious variations on a theme to display
someone’s indifference or defiance in the
face of usually less-than-overwhelming
odds. It can also be used to accompany

People
are losing
their s***

a photograph of a person or animal chilling out. And while I’m on this soul crushing theme . . .
WHAT THE ACTUAL F***: When saying
“what the f***” just isn’t enough. Just
imagine it being shrieked by an insufferably nasal BOP (blonde hair, orange face,
pink top) from somewhere south of the
Liffey. I blame millennials for this too.
PEOPLE ARE LOSING THEIR S***: Often
used by websites run by teenagers to
describe a reaction to a new development,
product, service or piece of entertainment.
In recent months people have lost their
s*** over aggressive seagulls, giant spiders,
fearless rats, podcasts, nice phones and
anything to do with things from the past
being repackaged for the modern day.
KILLING IT: “How are you
doing?” asks the unsuspecting well-wisher. “I’m killing
it,”
replies
the
gobshite. The only thing
we want to kill is you,
my friend.
THIS: In the past a
rather
useful
pronoun
used to describe anything
from a person to a thing in
a particular context. Now it’s a
standalone word used by, you guessed
it, millennials to describe in one word
something they think is impressive. For
example, someone will put a pic on Facebook of the sun coming up and caption it
“this” as if we’ve seen a new masterpiece
from Henri Cartier-Bresson.
WINS THE INTERNET: Get a life,
losers! Four retweets and a few
favourites when you finally post
the joke you’ve been working on
for ages on Twitter doesn’t make
you Katy Perry. My blood pressure’s hitting dangerous levels as all
these phrases spring to mind but I’m
going to continue this list if it kills me.
ALL THE LOLS: No, not something a
three-year-old says as they dribble on to
their bib but rather an utterance spouted
by someone of limited vocabulary to register their amusement at something. For
example: “Me and my bae went to see
Amy Schumer’s latest movie. All the lols.”
THIS MESSER: A guy or girl usually spotted making gestures behind the back of a
television presenter doing a live report.
“This messer” is a comedian who’s rarely
funny, a practical joker only in their own
minds and those of the spotty teenagers
on websites who report it like it’s a news
story. All the lols.
While I’m at it, can I just point out that
it’s pretty much every year now that
someone in a Kerry jersey is spotted at
the US Masters. Let’s not keep making a
big deal of these guys who “win the internet” lest they keep turning up for ever
more, spoiling the enjoyment of everyone
over the age of 30.
As you can see, the world is under
attack from imbeciles. We cannot let these
people win. Do your bit by not saying any
of these phrases and turning your back
on anyone who does.
I’ve literally killed myself doing this list,
but hopefully it will help you understand
how annoying the world has become, and
will help you deal with it. Going forward.

Not one
f*** was
given

All the
LOLs

CAST THE
NET A BIT
FURTHER

I’M a fan of the benefit
cheats crackdown but
would love it even more
if Leo Varadkar, above,
spread the net further.
Great as it is to go
after those who scam
the State out of the cost
of a Jobseeker’s,
wouldn’t it be marvellous
if the same efforts were
applied to the white-collar criminals who robbed
us of billions.
The anti-fraud crackdown aimed at welfare
thieves saved the taxpayer around €500million
in 2016, and it’s good to
know something is being
done about it.
But it cost €60billion
to bail out the banks.
Where are the ads on
the sides of buses for
those bandits?

CHAMP
WEEK

Learn from last year’s winner

against her initial wishes. This
woman came to our country
seeking asylum, and was
instead forced through an
ordeal no woman should have
to go through. How can we
consider this country a safer
place for women than the one
she just left? I am ashamed.
I am angry, because a woman
I met on a bus told me the story
of her friend. Her friend, who
so desperately wanted a baby,
and was overjoyed when she
found out she was pregnant.
However, a scan revealed that
a foetal abnormality meant
that the baby would not survive

more than a few minutes after
being born. This woman then
had to face the fact that her
only alternative to being forced
to carry and give birth to a child
who would not survive, was
to leave her home and seek
an abortion elsewhere. I am
heartbroken.
I am angry, because in 2015,
3451 women travelled from
Ireland to England and Wales
to have an abortion. That’s over
9 women a day. Over 9 women
a day who had to leave their
home, the support of their
family, and the comfort of their
bed, in order to obtain a basic

human right. Over 9 women
a day who cook dinner and
exercise and make tea and play
with children and go to school
and work hard and love hard
and yet, are seen as criminals
in the eyes of our government. I
am disgusted.
We need to learn to trust
women. Trust women to know
what is right for them. Trust
women to make the right
decisions regarding their
own bodies. Trust women
to know what is best for
themselves, rather than letting
a government decide what goes
on inside her.
Because it’s your mother.
Your sister. Your daughter.
Your niece. Your cousin. Your
girlfriend. Your wife. It’s every
woman who is being robbed
of the right to control her own
body.
The people of Ireland are
calling for a change. No, it isn’t
up to the church or the state to
decide a woman’s fate. No, get
your rosaries off our ovaries,
if you please. Yes, it’s time to
Repeal the 8th.
I am sixteen years old. I live in
a country that denies women
their fundamental human
rights. And yes, I am angry.

It is purely coincidental that these
awards are announced on a week
where we celebrated International
Women’s Day where thousands
of people marched in Dublin to
repeal the eight amendment.
No matter when this piece was
written though and despite your
own personal opinion on this
highly contentious issue, this is an
opinion piece that strikes a core.
Press Pass Judging Panel

JOSHUA and Klitschko
served up a heavyweight battle for the
ages at Wembley on
Saturday, so now everyone who missed the
fight will be waiting
anxiously for a rematch.

CHUMP
WEEK
UNITED Airlines cremated Simon the giant
rabbit
without
his
owner’s consent. First
they
kill
him,
then
incinerate his corpse. It
hasn’t been a great few
weeks for
the airline
famous for
dragging
well-behaved
guests out
of
their
seats.

Taoiseach Enda Kenny campaigning during the general election despite reports
that he and his party were losing the support of voters. Picture: Gerry Mooney
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Sport
What makes
a good sports
journalist?

26 August 2017; Conor McGregor, right,
and Floyd Mayweather Jr during their super
welterweight boxing match at T-Mobile
Arena in Las Vegas, USA.
Picture: Stephen McCarthy, Sportsfile

The ingredients that make a sports
reporter are similar to that of a decent
stew. An unorthodox comparison,
but bear with us! No one dominant
component
brings
about
that
delectable flavour, more a combination
of everything flung into the pot. A good
sports reporter possesses every kind of
spice you will find in a kitchen cabinet,
and more.

Read everything
If you want to end up as a sports journalist or, to be
honest, any type of journalist, listen to the radio,
monitor Twitter, watch TV, read the papers with as
professional an eye as you can.
Follow the best in the business. Look at what they
are doing.

Many exceptional writers didn’t or don’t
have the work ethic to cut it. Sports
reporting does not entail sitting at
your desk, waxing lyrically about your
favourite soccer team.

Come away with a story. Objectivity is
another important rule. Credit where
credit is due and likewise, criticise when
criticism is called for. Last, but by no
means least, a good sports reporter
is one who is prepared to start at the
bottom and work their way up.

Sport is news
Sports writers work to some of the tightest deadlines
in journalism and are still expected to uphold all the
same professional, legal and ethical standards, so
having that solid foundation of what it means to be a
reporter is fundamental. Sports reporting could take
a journalist anywhere.

You can write, sure, but can you
investigate? Can you sniff out a back
page lead? Can you ask the hard
questions? Can you go where no one
else is willing to go? Above everything
else, are you willing to do all of the
above?

Heck, most sports reporters have never
seen the inside of an office. You are on
the beat all day, every day and you have
to know how to utilise that. If Henry
Shefflin is cutting the tape on some new
clubhouse in the middle of nowhere, get
yourself there and ask him how long his
injury will keep him out of action.

Tips to
becoming
the best

Absorbing the styles and techniques of the best
writers will not only help to influence your writing
style and structure but also help to develop that
eye for a story, of what is newsworthy and how to
pursue it.
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Inter-county footballer awaits fate over failed drugs test
G R EEN E

A

N inter-county footballer has
failed a routine drugs test,
the Sunday Independent has
learned. The footballer, from a
prominent county, is thought to
have failed the test last year, but at this
point it is not clear if it was during the
football championship.
Confirming the failed test, a spokesperson for Sport Ireland told the Sunday
Independent: “Sport Ireland can confirm
that the Irish Anti-Doping Disciplinary
Panel has determined that an inter-coun-

ty footballer committed an anti-doping
violation.
“The Irish Anti-Doping Disciplinary
Panel is expected to deliver its reasoned
written decision shortly. Until such time
as that reasoned written decision is delivered, Sport Ireland will not be making
any further comment.”
The player is understood to have been
shocked when informed of the positive
test. He subsequently accepted the presence of a banned substance in his system.
However, the Sunday Independent
understands the player argued that he
did not intentionally take a banned substance and that this has been accepted by
the disciplinary panel. Furthermore, the
player is thought to have presented strong

evidence indicating the substance entered
his system via a contaminated product
and that this too has been accepted.
Under the anti-doping code, though,
the principle of strict liability applies in
all cases. This means that an athlete who
tests positive is considered responsible
for the presence of the banned substance
in his or her system regardless of how it
got there and whether they intended to
cheat or not. In applying any sanction,
a hearings committee can subsequently
take mitigating circumstances into account when determining the length of a
ban and so reduce it from the standard
four years.
The player is expected to be informed
of the panel’s findings within two weeks.

This is just the second positive test
in the GAA in the last two years. In June
2015, Monaghan’s Thomas Connolly was
banned for two years after testing positive
for a banned substance in February of
that year.
Connolly admitted taking stanozolol,
a prohibited anabolic steroid, but argued
he had not known that pills he had taken
contained the substance and that the
pills had not been correctly labelled. This
assertion was accepted by the hearings
committee at the time and used in mitigation in applying a two-year rather than
a four-year suspension.
In 2016, Sport Ireland spent almost
€1.8m on its anti-doping programme,
which is internationally recognised for

its vigilance. Just over 1,000 blood and
urine tests were carried out on Irish
athletes at home and abroad and 97 — or
just under 10 per cent — of those were on
Gaelic footballers and hurlers. A further
four ladies footballers and four camogie
players were also tested.
Last year was the first year that Gaelic
players were blood tested. Previously, only
urine tests were carried out.
Dr Una May, director of the Irish
Sports Council anti-doping unit, has put
on the record that she does not believe
doping is a major issue in the GAA.
However, there have been instances
where inter-county teams have been fined
under the whereabouts scheme. As part
of the anti-doping code, all inter-county

football and hurling teams must inform
Sport Ireland of where and when they
will be training, and testers can arrive
unannounced to conduct out of competition tests.
In 2015 and 2016 there were six fines
imposed on teams who were not where
they said they would be when testers
arrived. In all cases, it later transpired
there had been a breakdown in communications, and the GAA and Sport Ireland
have been working to tighten this area up.
It emerged last week that the six missed
sessions were by the Dublin hurlers,
Mayo footballers and Armagh footballers in 2015 and Kilkenny hurlers and
the Carlow footballers, on two separate
occasions, in 2016.

LOSS: Anthony
Foley with the
Heineken Cup
back in 2006

SLIMMING
CELEBS

Elaine and the gang embark on
their transformation to fit and fab
September 4-10, 2016

FIVE Irish celebs are
stepping
onto the

CELEBRITY OPERATION
TRANSFORMATION
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Beyond understanding
CAVAN MURDER/SUICIDE FUNERAL

Tragic death of
Munster and
Ireland great
stuns rugby

SEE PAGES
8&9

TAYLOR DAD EXCLUSIVE
Fears . . . Finnegan

Body find
‘is missing
Finnegan’
By EAVAN MURRAY

A BODY found in a shallow grave in woods in Co
Kildare is believed to be
that of gangland murder
victim Philip Finnegan.
The
24-year-old
was
feared abducted from his
south inner city Dublin
home three weeks ago.

Full Story — Page Five

■ Derek FOLEY in Paris
TRIBUTES poured in for rugby
legend and Munster head coach
Anthony ‘Axel’ Foley (42)
following his tragic sudden
death in Paris yesterday.
■ PAGES 2,3,4,5 and SPORT

Big biz . . . coffee giant

Starbucks
paid €45
tax here

Munster humiliated in sobering defeat
‘Maybe this is where
we are’ admits Erasmus
after crushing final loss

HURLEY WAR

INSIDE

LEGEND

Monday October 17 2016 €1.40 (inc vat)

WENGER’S TRIUMPH THE BEAUTIFUL GAME
Arsenal’s Cup of cheer as More proof that hurling really is
Arsene has last laugh Page 4 unique in the world of sport Page 14

JOHN

FREE

PLAYER.
CAPTAIN.
COACH.

By GARY MENEELY

By KIERAN DINEEN

DUNPHY EXCLUSIVE: JOSE MUST START WAYNE

STARBUCKS paid just
€45 in corporation tax in
Ireland in a year — the
cost of 13 grande lattes.
And TD Richard Boyd
Barrett said multinational
firms had an “obligation”
to pay more tax.

SEE
PAGES
74-77

Full Story — Page Two

But I’ll be her No1 fan for ever

KATIE Taylor’s father Pete has
confirmed he will never work the
boxer’s corner again.
In an exclusive interview, the ring
coach tells how he has thrown in
the towel on international boxing.
He said: “As far as travelling and
doing what you have to do, I’m not
interested anymore.”
Pete also rubbished reports
the pair aren’t talking —
insisting: “Of course I have
her number. I’ll always be
Katie’s biggest fan.”
Full Story — Pages 6 & 7
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Ewan MacKenna and Vincent Hogan
all started somewhere and you can
be sure it wasn’t on the pages of this
country’s most respected national
newspapers. All-Ireland finals and Six
Nations clashes are covered by those
with years of experience. Be prepared
for U10 soccer games and schools
camogie finals. The path ahead is
long and winding, but know that
when you eventually reach the
summit, the view is out of this world.

M

UNSTER’S plans for finishing
a fine season with silverware
were shredded by men in red
at the Aviva Stadium last
night. It was the Scarlets
who got to wear their home strip and
they looked thoroughly at home as they
lifted only their second Guinness PRO12
title, with a crushing 46-22 win.
“We weren’t good on the night and
they were excellent,” Rassie Erasmus
said. “Overall it was a great performance
by them and a very average performance
by us in a big game. They out and out
deserved their win. I don’t think there
was anything wrong with our preparation. Maybe this is where we are. It
hurts to lose but it hurts more not to
give something back to our supporters.”
So Scarlets have done for both of
Ireland’s top provinces in eight days,
first stunning Leinster in the RDS and
repeating the dose down the road in
front of over 44,000, a record for this
competition. It was the first Welsh title
win in five seasons.
“It felt like every time we got the ball
we gave it away, and every time they got
it they scored,” captain Peter O’Mahony
said. “You see how good they are and
how clinically they can finish. It’s very
difficult to compete if you’re coughing
up ball all the time.”
It was Munster’s fourth defeat in a
Celtic final, the previous one coming
against Glasgow in Belfast two seasons
ago. They were warm favourites to win
but were blitzed by Scarlets’ turnovers
and counter-attacks in a first half that
saw the away side score four tries — it
was 6-3 on tries by the finish.
The only consolation for Erasmus’
side was that their Lions contingent of
Conor Murray, Peter O’Mahony and CJ
Stander appeared to come through the
game unscathed, as did the contingent
going to US and Japan with Ireland
next month.

MARTY’S

JULIAN

B EN N ET TS
AUL O’CONNELL has criticised
the British and Irish Lions’ schedule as they head to New Zealand,
saying the tourists should have
been given more time to prepare
to take on the All Blacks.
Warren Gatland’s tourists fly to New
Zealand tomorrow and play their first
game against the Provincial Barbarians
just three days after landing in the
country.
That is the first of 10 games in just
35 days in an itinerary that has been

FULL STORY ON PAGES 28/29

from kieran
okay but it looks
like there is some
part missing about
the shooters O Reilly etc???

GANGS BEHIND BARS
FOUR PAGE SPECIAL

We unmask the 18 mobs ‘running’ our prisons

Scarlets’ DTH Van der Merwe goes over to score a try during his side’s PRO12 final victory over Munster at the Aviva Stadium yesterday. Photo: Brian Lawless

O’Connell hits out at lack of preparation time in Lions schedule

P

NYPD VIEW

SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017 £1.30/€4

described as “suicidal” by former Lions
and All Blacks coach Graham Henry,
with Gatland’s side poised to face the
New Zealand Maori and all five of the
country’s Super Rugby sides as well as
three Tests against the world champions.
Lions legend O’Connell is hugely
concerned over the time the squad has
to bond and get up to speed ahead of the
first Test on June 24.
Eleven members of Gatland’s squad
are still to join up due to club commitments. O’Connell has questioned
whether financial interests were behind
the decision not to move the dates of the
domestic competitions to give the Lions
every chance of success.
“It is a pity they weren’t given more

of a chance to prepare,” said O’Connell.
“It will be the strongest Lions squad for
a very long time. The task of going to
New Zealand and winning a Test series
is near impossible but I do think this is
potentially an amazing squad. It is a pity
we didn’t give them more time, but time
means time out of the calendar, which
costs money.
“That is probably one of the reasons
the Lions haven’t been given more time.
It is a pity there wasn’t a Hong Kong
fixture or something like that, where
they can go somewhere not many people
know them and they can have some fun
together. We had that when we went to
Australia in 2013.
“I think they can win [the series]

because of the quality of the players. If
Ireland can beat [New Zealand] in Chicago why can’t a combination of the very
best players from the four home nations
do it? It is just very challenging — the
schedule, the lack of preparation means
it is going to be very tough.”
O’Connell warned that New Zealand
is the most challenging of all the Lions
tours with the weather and quality of
the midweek opposition making it more
difficult than Australia or South Africa.
“It is a very, very tough tour,” he said.
“You are playing Test matches against
the best team in the world and then all
the provincial matches are way harder
than the provincial matches in any other
country.

“In New Zealand it is quite tough at
this time of year. You are in small towns.
When you are touring in Australia you
are in Sydney, Melbourne, Perth — you
can get away as a group, do things and
spend time with one another away from
the crowd. I don’t think there will be a
whole lot of that now — they won’t be
able to do that as much on this tour as
they have in the past.
“It is a really, really challenging place
to play. You have to earn their respect and
I have heard Graham Henry say the only
way to get their respect is to beat them.”
While O’Connell believes the Lions
can win he does not believe New Zealand
will be “particularly worried”, although
he believes the quality of player in the

Six Nations is far greater than when they
lost 3-0 in 2005. That tour struggled in
part due to a split between the Test team
and the midweek side, and O’Connell is
adamant that unity will be key if the Lions
are to triumph in New Zealand.
“There are some real game-breakers
on every team in the home nations. I don’t
think you can always say that. We will
bring absolute world-class players who
are playing at the top of their potential
but that in itself isn’t enough,” he said.
“You need a group that are playing
for one another, similar to when you see
Ireland playing or England playing. A
group that has real clarity in what they
are doing and how they are playing. A
group that are really tight.”

EXCLUSIVE
MY LIFE
ENDED
THE NIGHT
DOWDALL
TORTURED
ME IN HIS
GARAGE

ALAN SHERRY
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EXCLUSIVE

I WISH I WAS
BETTER
BUTTER FINGERS:
Igor Labuts talks to our
man Alan Sherry and,
circled below, the goal
that kicked off the betting
scandal inquiry

MATCH-FIX-PROBE GOALIE
SEE PAGES 4&5

I’m not a cheat - I’m just
not a top-class goalkeeper
or I’d be playing for Madrid

FULL STORY: PAGES 18&19
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Sport
Hero to Some, Legend to All

Over to you...

By Emma McGoey

Mean Scoil Mhuire, Longford
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FEELGOOD

• Interview a local sporting hero. Invite them to
visit your class for a questions and answers
session.

Ready
for Rio

Generation of curvy women
throwing away inhibitions

Don’t miss our 12-page special
on the Olympic Games

Friday, August 5, 2016

BAZ BRINGS
THE BEATS
TO NETFLIX
Luhrmann details the
birth of hip-hop: 12
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IRISH OLYMPICS SCANDAL

Failed test ‘no innocent mistake’
 Team Ireland rocked by scandal  OCI bosses try to quell fallout

Daniel McConnell
Political Editor
Irish middle-weight boxer
Michael O’Reilly’s failing of
a doping test on the eve of
the Rio Olympic Games
was believed “not to be an
innocent mistake”, it can be
revealed.
Team Ireland’s preparations for the Games were
last night in tatters as the
23-year-old Portlaoise
n a t i ve w a s s u s p e n d e d
having tested positive for
a banned substance.
O’Reilly was tested before
leaving for Rio by the Sport
Ireland Anti-Doping Agency and returned “an adverse
analytical f inding in an
A-sample”.
A tweet from O’Reilly’s
account last night insisted
that he will compete at the
Games: “Box on the 12th in
the last 16 against the
winner of Mexico or Iraq...”
Sources last night said
they expected a conclusion
on the matter within the
“next 24-48 hours” as Irish
Olympic bosses are keen to
minimise the fallout from
the controversy.
However, there was widespread shock and anger
after the story was revealed
exclusively by the Irish
Examiner online yesterday
afternoon, as the draw for
the boxing was taking place
in Rio.
“This is a huge embarrassment, devastating for
the team of boxers which is
a really tight group,” said
one Team Ireland member
last night.
But senior sources,
speaking to the Irish Examiner said it was understood
that the breach was not
because of an inadvertent
error. “It is not believed to
be an innocent mistake. But
he will have the right to appeal this, but this is a disastrous start to the Games,”
the source added.
In the draw, O’Reilly was
one of five boxers given a

• Write up a match report. Go to a game of
your choice, take notes, try and get a few
quotes and write up your account of what
happened.
• Monitor and track a live game on the web or
on Twitter. Record your account.

Michael O’Reilly celebrates victory at the 2015 European Games in Azerbaijan. O’Reilly has tested positive for a banned substance on the eve of the Olympics. Picture: Sportsﬁle
bye in the first round but his
participation in the Games
hangs in the balance.
“The athlete has been
provisionally suspended
from competition and
can take part in no sports
activity, including training,
in accordance with the
WADA Code,” an Olympic
Council of Ireland statement said.
O’Reilly will now decide
whether to accept a sanction for a doping violation,
to request that a B-sample
be tested, or to appeal the
provisional suspension.
“The athlete’s identity
will remain confidential

A

ARTS

YOUR OWN
KIND OF
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 Boxer O’Reilly fails doping test

unless the sanction is
accepted or the B-sample
is tested and also returns
a n a d ve r s e a n a l y t i c a l
finding,” the OCI said
despite his name emerging.
S e ve r a l c o a c h e s a n d
members of the boxing team
were unaware of the news
when it broke on the Irish
Examiner website.
Boxer Paddy Barnes took
to Twitter where he called
for this newspaper to reveal
the name of the boxer
involved, which happened
an hour later.
Team Ireland has eight
boxers competing in the
Olympics and boxing has

been the most successful
event for the Irish in recent
games.
Sport Ireland said it is
precluded from making any
comment on any anti-doping matters because of the
quasi-judicial nature of how
the system is managed.
It has never commented
on any matters of this
nature and would not be
doing so in this instance, a
spokesman told the Irish
Examiner.
The Irish Athletic Boxing
Association confirmed the
positive test sample.
“The IABA has always
maintained a zero tolerance

approach to doping and
Irish boxing has been one of
the most widely tested
sports by the National AntiDoping Programme over the
last number of years,” it
said in a statement.
A spokesman for Minister
for Transport, Tourism and
Sport Shane Ross said
he had no comment on the
controversy.
Ironically, as the controversy broke, both Mr Ross
and Junior Minister Patrick
O’Donovan added their suppor t for the global f ight
against doping in sport.
They said: “We look forward to supporting not just

the athletes representing
Ireland, but all of the clean
athletes and competitors in
Rio. We sincerely hope they
w i l l b e p e r fo r m i n g i n a
doping-free environment.”
O’Reilly came to prominence last summer when, at
the inaugural European
Games in Baku, he won the
gold medal.
The shock news that he
had failed a dope test will be
of some embarrassment to
his coach, Pat Ryan, who is
the current president of the
Irish Amateur Boxing Association.
News: 4
Friday Sport
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French magistrate
wants Bailey to face
Sophie charges
Cormac O’Keefe
and Noel Baker
A fresh legal battle looms
in the country’s highest
cour ts following repor ts
that French authorities are
seeking the extradition of
Ian Bailey to face charges of
killing Sophie Toscan du
Plantier.
French media reported
that the magistrate investigating the case had issued
a n i n d i c t m e n t o r d e r fo r
voluntary manslaughter
against Mr Bailey before a
Paris criminal court.
The reports said a European ar rest war rant had
been issued against him on
July 13 and that Irish authorities had been notified.
However, the Irish Examiner understands that the
warrant is still in the process
of being formally submitted
from France.
Ms du Plantier, 39, was
discovered fatally beaten
near her holiday home outside Schull, West Cork, on
December 23, 1996.
The imminent war rant
is the second one issued by
the French investigation in
relation to Mr Bailey.
The f irst request was
granted in the High Court
but was overturned by the
Supreme Court in 2012,
which ruled that he could
not be extradited for the
purposes of questioning.
The judges ruled that no
decision had been taken by
French authorities to put Mr
Bailey on trial and that such
a d e c i s i o n wa s re q u i re d
under Irish law for a person
to be extradited.
Four of the f ive judges
also ruled that he should not
be extradited because the
offence had been committed
outside France.
The Director of Public
Prosecutions has directed
against prosecuting Mr
Bailey in relation to the
murder of Ms du Plantier.
Legal sources said the new
warrant is reportedly based
on a decision to charge Mr
Bailey with an offence,
thereby appearing to meet

Ian Bailey: Extradition turned
down in 2012. Picture: CourtPix
the f irst objection of the
Supreme Court.
“The decision in France
is the same as a charg e,
so the r ules of the g ame
have chang ed,” said one
source.
However, the second reason by four of the five judges
in the Supreme Court — over
France not having jurisdiction — could feature strongly
in legal objections by Mr
Bailey and his solicitor
Frank Buttimer.
The case could end up in
the Supreme Court again if
the High Court grants the
extradition request.
A statement from the
Association for the Truth
about the Murder of Sophie
Toscan du Plantier said:
“The decision to commit to a
criminal trial represents an
important milestone in the
search for truth and justice
about a horrendous crime
that the Irish authorities
have been, so far, unable to
solve.”
Mr Buttimer said it was a
“farce” and said his client
has had to endure a 20-year
association with a crime he
did not commit.
He told RTÉ’s Drivetime
Mr Bailey’s life had been
“destroyed by the connection”.
He said any prosecution in
France would be a “show
trial” and said: “Mr Bailey is
innocent. Why should he be
defended? When does this
stop?”

Funds withheld from national autism charity
Joyce Fegan
More than €300,000 raised
from this year’s National Pyjama Day is being withheld
from its intended recipient,
Irish Autism Action (IAA).
National Pyjama Day is
the annual fundraising event
of Early Childhood Ireland
(ECI), the body that supports
100,000 children in early
education in Ireland.
IAA was the chosen

• Interview a well known sports reporter/
columnist /editor. Talk to them about their
job, how they became involved in journalism,
their loves/hates etc.

organisation to receive the
funds, however, in light of
r e c e n t eve n t s i n vo l v i n g
the autism charity, ECI has
decided not to release the
money.
“Early Childhood Ireland
is seeking assurances that
I A A c a n d e l i ve r o n t h e
agreed programme of work
before any monies raised
through National Pyjama
Day 2016 are released and we
have written to all PJ partici-

pants to keep them informed,” read a statement ECI
released yesterday.
The move follows several
developments in the operation of IAA, such as its decision to cut its core outreach
service, which is now provided to just two families in
Ireland. Yesterday its CEO
Brian Murnane said the
charity had not written a
budget for 2016.
“We continue to monitor

the situation and have met
with IAA about National Pyjama Day funds,” continued
the ECI statement.
M r M u r n a n e a ck n o w l edged that ECI was withholding the funds.
Meanwhile, Irish Autism
Mammys, a group with 1,500
members all of whom have a
child on the autism spectrum, has requested a meeting with the Minister for
Health Simon Harris.

Customer suffers injuries in ‘rough
and ready’ gun attack at scrapyard
Cormac O’Keeffe
Gardaí said it was fortunate
no one was killed in a
“rough and ready” gun
attack at a scrapyard, in
which a customer received
serious chest injuries.
Sources described the
shooting in south-west
Dublin as “clumsy” and
“reckless” and said the
gunman fled over walls,
before escaping in a car.
Detectives suspect that
the nature of the attack
might suggest a “grudge”
of some sort, but said it was
“too early” to rule out other
possibilities.
The shooting happened at
11.35am at a scrapyard on
the Walkinstown side of the
Greenhills Road.
The man entered the gates
of the yard, just off what
is a busy road to Tallaght,
brandishing a shotgun.

IRISH EXAMINER

05.08.16
Recommended retail
price in Ireland € 2.00

The scene of the shooting at a scrapyard on the Greenhills Road,
Dublin, yesterday morning.
Picture Colin Keegan, Collins Dublin

“The guy comes in
clumsily, like something
from the OK Corral [wild
west gunfight] and fires two
shots,” one source told the
Irish Examiner.
The man fired the shots
in the
direction
31
of a number
of people,
including a
customer,
described as
9 771393 956151

an innocent bystander, who
received a serious injury to
his chest.
A second person is
thought to have received
minor injuries, possibly
from pellets.
“This was real rough and
ready,” said a Garda source.
“If you use a shotgun, you
are not talking about a
marksman.
“If you fire in the direction of a number of people

you could hit anyone. It’s
reckless. Thankfully, no one
is dead.”
Sources said they will interview everyone in the yard
as well as other staff to see if
they know of any possible
motive for the attack.
The injured man, aged 41,
was taken to Tallaght Hospital and was described as
being in a serious condition.
Some sources said the
gunman then climbed over
walls and made good his
escape on foot. However, a
Garda spokesman said the
gunman escaped in a car.
They described the gunman as tall and wearing a
grey tracksuit, but did not
yet have a description for
the driver. Gardaí said the
getaway car, a Seat Ibiza
97D 44770, was abandoned
nearby on Corrig Close,
beside Tymon Park.
They are asking anyone
who saw the car or who was
on Greenhills Road area
between 11am and 1pm to
contact them at Crumlin
Garda Station on 01-6666200
or the Garda Confidential
Line on 1800 666 111.

A spokeswoman for the
minister said all requests are
considered.
“The minister does all in
his power to ensure that he
or the ministers of state hear
people’s stories directly in
order that they can make
decisions which will have a
positive impact on patients’
experiences of our health
services,” she said.
News: 7
Editorial: 10

Inside
News
“They’d want to be right
donkeys to try and rob An
Coirean”, was the verdict
in Waterville as locals
derided armed post office
raiders.
Page: 2

Life/Style
Ballet is still very much the
preserve of girls, as
parents seem reluctant to
put their boys into dance
classes.
Page: 13

World
Clint Eastwood has
praised Republican
presidential candidate
Donald Trump for being
“on to something”.
Page: 14

Tips to becoming the best
Get the skills
The skills and knowledge employed by journalists are
exactly the same as for sports journalists. The basics
are the basics no matter which area of journalism
you’re in: speed, accuracy, diligence, hard work.
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If you’re offered work experience, don’t just sit in the
corner looking at the internet. Go to the editors and
ask: What can I do?
Finding a niche or a specialism can make the
difference in a competitive world because if you
can show that you are as knowledgeable as anyone
else in your field – be it tennis, golf, Formula 1 or
football – then you have more chance of getting
commissioned or getting that first job.
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ndy Moran, Mayo senior
team player and former
Mayo captain, represents
all that is honourable about the
GAA – positivity, health, fitness,
ability and determination.
At 34 years of age Andy
Moran balances being a club
and county footballer for
Ballaghadereen and Mayo,
a husband, a father to a 2
year old daughter and the
co-owner of a gym, Castlebar
HealthQuarters. Previously
attending St Nathy’s secondary
school in Ballaghadereen his
love of football was nurtured
by teacher and coach John
O’Mahony. He later went on to
study business and marketing
at college and became a salesrep before opening his gym. I
spoke to him about GAA in the
modern era.
In his local GAA club of
Ballaghdereen, young Moran’s
skills were encouraged and
developed by well recognised
coaches like Brian Tansey and
John Gaffney.
When I asked him what he
thought was the most valuable
skill that a young player should
learn his answer was resilience.
Moran believes that we live in
a society where young players
give up too easily. “Young
people need to learn how to
lose. They take setbacks too
personally and you need to get
up and go again in life and in
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football.”
Originally playing soccer for
Longford Town, it was quite
a difficult decision to choose
between it and Gaelic football.
However, a phone call from
John Maughan, Mayo under 21
manager at the time, made the
decision easy to pick GAA.
His opinion of the mark
coming into play in the GAA
is not one of hope. “The mark
is being taken from Australian
Rules, which is a completely
different game. It will make the
game more negative instead of
positive.”
Many people have opinions
on whether the GAA should
go professional or not. Moran’s
stance on it is that it should
remain amateur, however in

the next ten years he believes
we will see some sort of
professionalism in the GAA as
there is a certain element of
the GAA making a lot of money
however it is not the players
reaping these benefits.
Although not one to dwell
on the past Moran admits
he regrets certain things
throughout his career. One of
those regrets being, of course,
not having an All-Ireland
senior medal for Mayo in his
back pocket. Another would
be not allowing his body to
recover fully after he broke
his leg during training for the
International Rules series in
2011, which he believes led to
his cruciate injury in 2012. “I
firmly believe that I have put

everything into the game that
I possibly could have. I don’t
think I was the most naturally
gifted footballer in the world
but I think I’ve really maximised
the capabilities that I had”
When asked if he was given
the opportunity to change
anything in the GAA, Moran
would bring in a 50 yard penalty
for negative play in a game,
meaning the ball should be
moved up 50 yards instead
of 13 metres. It would also be
very important to him that in
underage football there would
be no designated free-taker. “If
you win the free you should be
the one taking the free.”
I mooted the possibility of him
entering the world of punditry
or management in the future
but it is not an aspiration
of Moran’s. “My dream after
football is to become a coach.
I’m half training to be a coach at
the minute. If I were to become
the manager of a team I would
be more coach than manager.”
In my opinion Andy Moran
is the epitome of everything
that is right with the GAA. He
is tenacious, hard-working and
an example to young players
everywhere. I for one was left
inspired by his aura of positivity
and determination. I hope the
GAA learn how to hold onto key
figures like Moran and weave
them into the future fabric of
the GAA.

Press Pass Judging Panel

Pauric Glackin Letterkenny IT competing in
the Kayak Intervarsities hosted by GMIT Mayo
Campus in Castlebar Co. Mayo.
Picture: Keith Heneghan
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Learn from last year’s winner

So much of Mayo’s recent football history is of what might have been; tantalisingly
close but never managing to bridge the gap to All-Ireland glory that now stretches
back to 1951. Andy Moran is one of those who knows the heartache of near
misses and narrow defeats more than most – but this time he’s with a winner.

 / 2**!/ 6" !"* ""/   4+ /" 3+ / 6" "2!/6
"* // /  *!/ /! " / 18#
+!"* ""/ $!  3"/ " !" "!! ! / / )+ 2**!/ "!/
!*+ / " + ! " "!!6 4+
$++ 6 / $6*+' + //* /*"* *(2+/+ // / 6" "2!/6
"* / +/$+ /" * "3 / " + !
" "!!6 *" /* *"+ + /
!*+ 4/ 
/ /'
 / $6*+ 3 +/ "2*+3+ 5/* 6  +/!*+ ! / "!/5/
" "2* !32 ! "/3 $$*" !
+" ! /* + " / "*!7/"! ! ! !/' +/ 4 4"2 
/" !"4 / ! " "* /* +*3+
/+ 6* +  +(2 4 " !"/ 3 // /6 3 / /"+ +/!*+
! "* /+ *+"! 4 " !"/ 3 // /6
! "* +"2  /+ / !/" 18#,'

Get the experience
What potential employers are looking for is evidence
on a CV that you have the motivation that journalism
requires.

An interview with Andy Moran
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Eoghan Rua and Glemore players battle for the
ball in the Final of The All Ireland junior Club
Hurling final. Picture: Donall Farmer

Triathlete Aileen Reid photographed for a
series of portraits on Irish Olympians.
Picture: Morgan Treacy

Paul O’Donovan and Gary O’Donovan of Ireland celebrate
following the Men’s Lightweight Double Sculls final during
the 2016 Rio Summer Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro Brazil.
Picture: Stephen McCarthy

South Africa’s Lebogang Shange competing in the Men’s 20km Race Walk at the
Rio Olympics. Picture: Morgan Treacy
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